
Hitch Pin.

Multiple Scriptures. 

• Introduction. 

• 3 weeks ago Pastor David taught from the book of Acts. The title of his 
message was “ Confronting culture with compassion” 

• In that message Pastor challenged us “The Church” to get to know 
individuals who might act and look different then you do. 

• He challenged us to listen to others before we speak into their lives. 
Pastor said “If you are not willing to listen, if you are not willing 
to care; What gives you the right to go and speak into their 
lives.”  

• That statement was what I believe the Holy Spirit speaking to every 
believer in this place to start getting out and start caring for and 
listening to others in the world. 

• Then 2 weeks ago, Pastor was in Acts 18: The title of that message 
was “ Up and out to the down in out” 

• The attention was drawn to Paul who was in orderly and structured 
Athens and now entering into “Do as you please... perversion... and  
wicked city called Corinth. 

• We were challenged with the statement “How do you respond to the 
culture that is so far from the standards and holiness of Jesus 
Christ?”

• Paul was impacted by this culture just as I believe every believer is 
impacted by our current culture. This same culture exists today and 
maybe in your own home or workplace. 



• Introduction.

• How do I know that this culture exists today. Well Last week Pastor Joe 
spoke about a rising epidemic with our culture today. Homosexuality. 

• But really its not rising, it has always been just like every other sin. 

• Sin is not new - Sin repackages & re-markets itself over and over. 

• God tells us the reason why we are seeing more more sin: “2 
Timothy 3:1-7  “But know this, that in the last days perilous 
times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers 
of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 
traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its 
power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are 
those who creep into households and make captives of gullible 
women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 
always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth.

• So Why does these days seem more intense and why do they seem 
more dark? Because WE ARE IN THE LAST DAYS! 

• So what does a believer in Jesus Christ do in these last days? 

• You choices! In fact you have 2 choices!  

• For those choices turn in your Bible to Matthew 25:14-30 "For the 
kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who 
called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 "And 
to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to 
each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a 
journey. 16 "Then he who had received the five talents went and 
traded with them, and made another five talents. 



• So what does a believer do in these last days?

•  17 "And likewise he who had received two gained two more 
also. 18 "But he who had received one went and dug in the 
ground, and hid his lord's money. 19 "After a long time the lord 
of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 "So 
he who had received five talents came and brought five other 
talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I 
have gained five more talents besides them.' 21 "His lord said 
to him, 'Well [done], good and faithful servant; you were 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many 
things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 22 "He also who had 
received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me 
two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.' 
23 "His lord said to him, 'Well [done], good and faithful servant; 
you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 24 "Then he 
who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew 
you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 'And I was 
afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, [there] 
you have [what is] yours.' 26 "But his lord answered and said 
to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap 
where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered 
seed. 27 'So you ought to have deposited my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own 
with interest. 28 'Therefore take the talent from him, and give 
[it] to him who has ten talents. 29 'For to everyone who has, 
more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him 
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 
'And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. 
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

• The two options for believers are: You can be a verse 25 believer 
and Hide your God given talent because of fear.

• Or you can be a verse 16 & 17 believer and get out in the darkness 
and shine your light and gather in the plentiful harvest. 



• “May I have this time to exhort you to encourage you to be a verse 
16 and 17 believer?”

• Believers are what I like to call the Hitch pin. Are you familiar with 
what a hitch pin is and does?

• (Show a hitch pin) This little pin connects a very large truck to a very 
large trailer. I say large because in comparison of this little pin. 

• You might be thinking that that little pin doesn’t matter. Let me be the 
first to tell you it does. 

• Illustration #1: R&K (dropping the trailer on Baseline Rd) 

• Illustration #2: A few years ago in Coolidge. 

• The way that my mind thinks is this: Jesus who is (The Kingdom of 
God) is the truck and the trailer are individuals in this world. 

• As a truck gives life to a trailer - Jesus Christ gives life to this world.

• Jesus said John 6:33,38 "For the bread of God is He who comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world."

• The will of the one who sent Jesus (God the Father) is that non-
should perish. That all man should come to repentance. (To 
have Life!) 

• Jesus Christ (God in the flesh) came to give life to all individuals as 
He has given you and I life. Remember we to were once alienated 
from God. 

• A trailer has no life until its pulled (yoked up) with a truck. Human 
beings are dead spiritually (they do not have life until they are yoked 
up with Jesus Christ)



• We are the Hitch pin

• Jesus came and brought the Kingdom of God to earth! Luke 17:20-21 
“... When He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of 
God would come, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of 
God does not come with observation; 21 "nor will they say, 'See 
here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within 
you."

• When Jesus said “The kingdom is within you” That means “In your 
presence as well within you.” Jesus Christ is the kingdom of God. 
Jesus brought the kingdom of God to earth to connect those in the 
world to the kingdom of God. 

• The kingdom of God was present on this earth for 33 -1/2 years. Then 
the Kingdom ascended back into heaven to the right hand of God the 
Father. 

• So how does the world today “Who needs life in a desperate 
way”  be hitched up to Jesus if He is not here?

• How are they to experience the Kingdom of God (Who is 
Jesus)?

• Do you know? They experience the Kingdom of God through us 
Believers AKA: (The ambassadors of Christ.) 

• Listen to what the Holy Spirit wrote through Paul. 2 Corinthians 
5:18-20 NKJV]  Now all things [are] of God, who has reconciled 
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we implore [you] on Christ's behalf, be 
reconciled to God.



• You are the Hitch pin

• Believers - You are the vessels (The Hitch pins) that God uses to 
connect a world to His Kingdom. (Jesus) 

• Jesus uses you to connect a world that desperately needs 
reconciliation. But wait - Only Pastors have been given the 
ministry of reconciliation. 

• NOOOO! actually do you know the pastor’s role is found in 
Ephesians 4 which says: 4:11-12 NKJV] And He (Jesus) 
Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ..  The major role of a Pastor (are 
you ready for this) Is not the ministry of reconciliation!

•  A pastor is required to equip the body for the work of the 
ministry. (Guess what ministry that is?) 

• This job is not an easy one, Pastors are the ones responsible for 
training you. And if they are not training (teaching) you for the 
work of reconciliation then we face a stricter judgment. 

• Yet, church culture is getting this role reversed. Believers are 
saying “Pastor it’s your role to do the ministry of reconciliation.”

• (Reconciliation meaning making things right.) That right standing 
only comes through Jesus. Which is shared through the gospel.  

• Week in and week out believers are pouring into churches expecting 
the Pastor or pastors of their local church to be sharing the gospel and 
growing the ministry. 

• Yes, as an individual that is my role as well to share the gospel but 
as I or any pastor serve in his pastorate our role shifts. It shifts to 
becoming equippers. We are held accountable for how we equip 
you (the believer) to go share the ministry of reconciliation. 



• You are the Hitch pin

• Here I have been talking about the ministry of reconciliation. Do you 
know what the word ministry means? Ministry is an office or service.

• It’s the service of believers. IF you are a believer. You are  called to 
serve individuals of this world and bring reconciliation to them.  

• You have been given this ministry (not by your church or pastor) 
But by you Lord and Savior. 

• That means not only are you a disciple of Christ. You become, 
Ready for your job title? Ambassador of the Kingdom! 

• An Ambassador represents His country to another country. 
You represent the Kingdom of God. The Bible says we are 
pilgrims passing through and that this world is not our home. 

• As an Ambassador- The Kingdom of God is apart of you. IN fact 
the Kingdom of God is within you. Therefore, hitch pin it 
(connect the world to life... Jesus Christ.)  

• How do You connect them?

• First off, let me ease your mind and heart. Your not the one doing the 
work. (Don’t get me wrong) You do the physically work, but the heart 
within driving you to act and to speak, that heart is not you. 

• It is The Spirit of God. The Spirit of Christ. The Holy Spirit. Jesus 
said to His disciples as he was preparing them to become hitch 
pins. He said “John 15:26-27 "But when the Helper comes, whom I 
shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds 
from the Father, He will testify of Me. 27 "And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. 



• How do You connect them?

• Jesus has equipped you with His Spirit. He has sent the Holy Spirit to 
help you bear witness (serve in the ministry of reconciliation) 

• Jesus wants to immerse you (Believer) into His power. 

• Listen to what Jesus said to the first hitch pins (the disciples) 

• Acts 1:8 "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

• In order for you to be able to do this ministry that you have been 
asked to do. You need this power. 

• Have you received the power of the Holy Spirit? Many believers 
don’t know how to answer this question. 

• Many think so, but yet many don’t know. So If I can help shine light 
on this, I would like to help. 

• Before one is a believer (The Holy Spirit comes along side of that 
person and brings conviction of sin and of righteousness.) 

• Let’s say that person responds to the conviction and they then 
place their faith into Jesus Christ. 

• At that moment God’s Spirit goes from coming along side that 
person to dwelling in that person. (Ephesians it tells us that we 
are sealed by the Spirt. (We have received the Spirit of Adoption) 

• But the role of the Holy Spirit does not stop there. Oh no! Now 
comes the out pouring of the Holy Spirit. And that is what Jesus 
tells his disciples to wait for in Jerusalem, so that they can go 
and be witnesses of Him throughout the world.



• Have you received the power of the Holy Spirit?

• There is a term called the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is were the 
power of the Holy Spirit comes upon a person so that the power of God  
goes from them to go do the work of the ministry. 

• Jesus Himself had this happen to him. [Luke 3:22 NKJV] And the 
Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and 
a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved 
Son; in You I am well pleased."

• This was a pivotal time in the ministry of Jesus. After this point 
it is recorded for us that He started the witnessing of the 
Kingdom of God. 

• Jesus (God) received the power of God and through that power 
Through the Holy Spirit, Reach resulted in Jesus doing the ministry 
of reconciliation. 

• So To help answer the question “Have I received the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit?”take a listen to what Paul ask believers in Jesus recorded 
in Acts 19. 

•  Acts 19:1-6 NKJV]  And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, 
that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to 
Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, "Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you (KJV SAYS SINCE, HUGE 
DIFFERENCE)  believed?" So they said to him, "We have not so 
much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 3 And he said to 
them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into 
John's baptism." 4 Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a 
baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe 
on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus." 5 When 
they heard [this], they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 



• Have you received the power of the Holy Spirit?

• These believers had not received the power of the Holy Spirit. That is 
until Paul shared about this power. He then prayed for them to receive 
it. (No question, they wanted this power) 

• These disciples received what the 12 received on the day of pentecost. 
They received the POWER to go be witnesses. 

• Closing. 

• Listen, I get pumped about this! God has given us everything we 
need and more to full fill this ministry. 

• But it comes down to some decision making. 

•  Do I choose to do the work of ministry (the ministry of 
reconciliation) Yes or no? 

• If the answer is yes,  the next question is “Have you received 
the power (the baptism of the Holy Spirit)? If yes, then get out 
there in the world and hitch this world up to Jesus through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

• Next Sunday when you come back here, We want to hear 
testimonies of God’s work. There is power in Testimonies! 

• Go double your talents! 

• IF the answer is no - Then really take a look and see if the 
Jesus you profess is really the Jesus of the Bible. I know that is a 
hard statement but really take a look. 

• The Jesus of the bible says “ Go! Make disciples! teach them all 
the things I have taught you.” The Jesus of the Bible says ‘Be a 
light! Jesus of this BIBLE says SHINE Brightly! don’t hide under a 
basket. 



• Closing.

• Unfortunately I think there are way to many who hid their light in the 4 
walls what they call church.

• Maybe today, you are a non-believer. God brought you here today so 
that you can have life ! You are tired of being dead and today you want 
to be hitched up with Jesus. 

• If that’s you, come forward during the last song. Let’s pray together 
for you to have life. 

• Maybe today you are a believer and you know in your heart that you 
have been hiding your light and talents because of fear. 

• But today, Holy Spirit is talking with you. He wants to empower you 
to do His work. Then I would invite you to come forward to ask 
yourself with a prayer counselor for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

• Maybe today, you need a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit then we want to 
pray with you. 

• Maybe today you just need prayer for something else. We want to 
pray with you. 

• Church - BE ENCOURAGED! GOD IS FOR YOU! I AM FOR YOU! 
OUR PASTOR IS FOR YOU! This World we live if needs hitch pins. 
Will you answer the call?

• For a reminder we have printed up reminder cards with a mini hitch 
pin. Make sure you grab one as you leave. 

• May God richly bless you this coming week and USE you in great 
ways. Remember He only does wondrous things! 


