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In Troublesome Times  
Habakkuk 

 

Let’s face it, there are times as we look at the world around us and we ask the question, 

“Why God? Why aren’t you doing something?”  

I think many of us have been asking that same question over the last few weeks. 

Instead of getting better, this whole COVID-19 thing seems to be getting worse:  

“Why God? Why aren’t you doing something?” 

There is no doubt, that question has been asked down through the millennia. Ever since 

sin entered the world with the sin of Adam and Eve.  

 

When we look at the history of the nation Israel, we find that there were many times that 

they didn’t quite understand what God was doing. And most of the time, God was 

bringing correction to them as a nation… a nation He had chosen from all the nations 

of the world… a nation He desired to make His name known to and use to make His 

name known to all the nations of the world. 

The problem was, they continued to reject the call of God on their lives and for the 

direction of the nation. And so God allowed the nation to be divided: the Northern 

Kingdom became known as Israel and the Southern Kingdom became known as Judah. 

But even after God divided the nation, they still didn’t turn to Him. As a matter of fact, 

the Northern Kingdom ran further and faster away from Him and finally in 722 BC God 

allowed the Assyrian army to come and destroy them and divide the people, scattering 

them all over the known world of the time. 

After this happened you would have thought that the Southern Kingdom would’ve 

had an “Aha!” moment. But for the most part, they continued to ignore God’s warnings 

and so God allowed the Babylonians to conquer the Southern Kingdom and destroy 

Jerusalem and the Temple. 

  



2 
 

But before that fall and destruction God sent a prophet named Habakkuk. It was around 

620 B.C., some 35 years or so before the fall of Jerusalem. 

He was a contemporary to the Prophet Jeremiah. By the time of the end portion of 

Jeremiah we understand that Jerusalem had now fallen to the Babylonians and the 

people were going into captivity. The book of Lamentations follows directly behind 

Jeremiah and at one time was a portion of the book of Jeremiah. The sad and heart 

wrenching book of Lamentations was written during the time of the exile and shortly 

after.  

But, they had no excuse. For generations God had been calling for His people to repent 

and to come back to following Him. Yet, they continued in rebellion and disobedience, 

thus the final captivity and Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.  

But for now, let’s just back up 30-40 years to hear the messages of one of those 

earlier prophets of the time – Habakkuk – his is a short book with a powerful 

message. He is one of what we call the Minor Prophets, simply because his book is 

shorter than the Major Prophets. Located near the end of the Old Testament, page 745 

in my Bible. 

Habakkuk helps us to answer the question of “How can we trust God in times of trouble?” 

During this time in Judah’s history the Assyrians, and then the Babylonians were 

continually harassing and coming against the Southern kingdom. As I stated before, a 

hundred years prior to this, the Assyrians had conquered and totally wiped out the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel. Since that time there was this continual campaign of 

harassment against the Southern Kingdom, with the hopes of taking it captive also.  

I say continual, but it was actually off and on again through the years due to Assyria’s 

own issues and problems – changes of leadership, battles with other nations (like 

Egypt) and even the direct hand of God causing them to stop. During this time we also 

see the shifting of the regional power from the Assyrians to the Babylonians. 

Most of the Southern Kingdom had failed in their ability to fight off the powerful 

Assyrians, much of the region had already fallen, but not Jerusalem and the 
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immediately surrounding area. But, there was very little left of the Southern Kingdom of 

Judah outside the city of Jerusalem and those few surrounding communities.  

And as Babylon had risen in power, they were now making for a newer and stronger 

continual threat. But, even with all of these threats at hand the remaining Jewish 

leadership and people hadn’t fully and completely considered their end, and so they 

hadn’t repented... They hadn’t turned back to the One True God, Yahweh! 

Warren Wiersbe’s book on Habakkuk is titled “From Worry to Worship”.  

Heath Thomas’ commentary is titled, “Faith Amid the Ruins”. 

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones calls his, “From Fear to Faith”.  

And as those titles suggest, Habakkuk is one tough book. It’s not a feel good story 

at all. 

But I can tell you the end result is all to the glory of God.  

The book actually begins by the prophet questioning God’s reasons for allowing the 

nations of the Assyrians and the now the Babylonians the opportunity to succeed, 

causing so much violence, death, and suffering. Yet, in the end the prophet gives us 

a great declaration of absolute trust and faith in God. 

But before we get to the end, let’s look at the beginning. In chapter 1 he writes –  

Habakkuk 1 
2 

O LORD, how long shall I cry, and You will not hear? Even cry out to You, "Violence!" 

And You will not save. 
3 
Why do You show me iniquity, and cause me to see trouble? For 

plundering and violence are before me; there is strife, and contention arises. 
4 

Therefore 

the law is powerless, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; 

therefore perverse judgment proceeds. 

Couldn’t we say very much the same things today in reference to the COVID-19 

pandemic?  

Perhaps you have said the very same things. 

But what we need to see here in Habakkuk’s questioning is how one sided it is. His 

complaint is against how the Lord has allowed the Assyrians and the Babylonians 

such a freedom to destroy so much. Yet, what appears to be missing are the very 



4 
 

things he’s concerned about with these pagan nations, are the very same issues God 

has with the people of Judah: 

Violence… iniquity… plundering… strife, and contention arising. the Law of God was 

continually being ignored among the Kings, the priests and the people… therefore, the 

law is powerless, and justice never goes forth... the wicked of Judah surrounded the 

righteous; therefore perverse judgment proceeded… even within the boundaries of the 

Temple courts. 

God’s response to him is eye opening and should be very concerning for all of us. But, 

God’s response shouldn’t have surprised Habakkuk –  

5 
"Look among the nations and watch. Be utterly astounded! For I will work 

a work in your days which you would not believe, though it were told you. 
6 

For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans (these are the ones who would 

become assimilated by the Babylonians), a bitter and hasty nation… 
7 
They are 

terrible and dreadful; their judgment and their dignity proceed from 
themselves. 

8 
Their horses also are swifter than leopards, and are more fierce than 

evening wolves. Their chargers charge ahead; their cavalry comes from 

afar; they fly as the eagle that hastens to eat. 
9 
They all come for violence… 

10 
They scoff at kings, and princes are scorned by them. 

11 
…he commits 

offense, ascribing this power to his god." 

This is where the eventual downfall of both the Assyrians and the Babylonians will 

come. Yes, God uses them as discipline against His own, but when they fail to 

recognize the power of God in their lives and continue to give the glory to their idols, 

God will bring punishment upon them too. 

Yet, the Lord will still allow them to come against and have power over the children of 

Judah as a lesson on humility and bring about a true repentance and restoration.  

The problem is, Judah and the children of Israel never do completely learn their lesson. 

You know, there are many of us within this fellowship who are praying for a revival or 

renewal. We are tired of “just doin’ Church,” “going through the motions.” When you look 

at this time frame in Israel’s history, you cannot help but see that God was very tired of 

that same attitude.  
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What would God be willing to do in our nation or even throughout the world to bring 

about a revival in these last days?  

How far do you think He would be willing to go to bring about a spiritual awakening 

even within our Church? 

And what about within your own life or the life of your family? 

What would you think, if in God’s desire to make us a people completely surrendered 

and obedient to His plans and purposes, He were to allow another Pearl Harbor or 9/11 

terrorist attack. 

I need to let you know this morning that outside of my previous remarks today about 

COVID-19, I actually wrote this message and delivered it to this congregation in 

February of 2018 – two years ago. Two years ago I asked the questions… 

What if God were to orchestrate and bring about a complete breakdown of our whole 

economic system, shutting down the banks and financial systems, freezing all corporate 

and personal finances? 

What if God, desiring that we would turn from our wicked ways, and seek His face, and 

pray; if He were to allow a plague to hit our nation causing thousands if not hundreds of 

thousands to perish before the medical industry could get on top of it? 

Would God do that? 

What if He allowed Christianity, bible reading and church meetings to become 

outlawed? 

The questions I asked then still seem even more appropriate today. And so I ask you, 

“What would you think, if in God’s desire to make us a people completely surrendered 

and obedient to His plans and purposes, and draw others to Himself, He were to allow a 

worldwide outbreak of COVID-19?” 

Would God ever go that far? 
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BEFORE WE ANSWER THAT,  

LET’S TAKE A TIME TO ENTER BACK INTO WORSHIP  

AS RACHEL LEADS US ONE MORE TIME 

“What would you think, if in God’s desire to make us a people completely surrendered 

and obedient to His plans and purposes, and draw others to Himself, He were to allow a 

worldwide outbreak of COVID-19?” 

Would God ever go that far? 

Beloved, He already has throughout history, and I believe should the Lord Jesus tarry in 

His return, He will possibly do it again – even in our nation... our nation which used to 

be “One nation, under God”. 

What we do need to see though is that within Habakkuk’s understanding is the reality of 

the power of God and His promise to never totally wipe out Israel. Habakkuk knows that 

God remembers the covenantal promises. We see that trust in Chapter 1, verses 12 

and 13a 

12 
Are You not from everlasting, O LORD my God, my Holy One? We shall 

not die. O LORD, You have appointed them for judgment; O Rock, You have 

marked them for correction. 
13 

You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
cannot look on wickedness. 

Yet, immediately he tries to balance out his understanding of who God is with what God 

was currently doing.  

In chapter 2 he says he will wait and watch for God’s answer. 

1 
I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, and watch to see what 

He will say to me, and what I will answer when I am corrected. 

That sounds like the right thing to do. It sounds like the spiritual thing to do. However, 

what happens when God’s answer doesn’t fit your current theology? 

God’s response to Habakkuk is to give him a vision to write down, but he needed to 

remember, it’s not all going to happen at once. Some of the vision is for now, but most 

of it is for later… much later. The LORD tells Habakkuk –  

Habakkuk 2 
3 
For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and 
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it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it 

will not tarry. 
4 
Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just 

shall live by his faith. 

The idea of waiting for the Lord, and living in patience and faith is found throughout 

Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. Our very salvation is based on faith… faith that 

believes that God is and He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

(Hebrews 11:6) 

Even when it seems as though the enemy is in control; even when it seems as though 

you, yourself will be dried up and destroyed; even when it seems the night will never 

end… the just must shall live by his faith. 

But, even in our faith we struggle don’t we?  

It is a part of our humanity, our frailty, and our inability to remain consistent through 

the ups and downs of life. Yet, in the midst of it all, if we truly have a deep and growing 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, we will swing back to faith as the “home base”, 

the center of our lives.  

Howard Hendricks once said, “Humans only occasionally achieve balance as they are 

swinging from one extreme to the other.”  

And Beloved, you will never find and keep that balance if you don’t have a growing 

relationship with Jesus Christ. Only in Christ can we find that which brings about 

balance and a sense of peace in the midst of every storm. 

God’s answer to Habakkuk assures him that the end of the wicked will come. Five times 

in chapter 2 God declares a “Woe!” to the wicked –  

6 
"Will not all these take up a proverb against him, and a taunting riddle 

against him, and say, 'Woe to him who increases what is not his-how long? 
And to him who loads himself with many pledges'?” 

9 
"Woe to him who covets evil gain for his house, that he may set his nest on 

high, that he may be delivered from the power of disaster! 

12 
"Woe to him who builds a town with bloodshed, who establishes a city by 

iniquity! 
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15 
"Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbor, Pressing him to your bottle, 

Even to make him drunk, That you may look on his nakedness! 

19 
Woe to him who says to wood, 'Awake!' To a silent stone, 'Arise! It shall 

teach!' Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, yet in it there is no breath 
at all. 

The wicked put their faith… their trust in their own strength and abilities; in the 

things of this world. Rather than seek out the One True God, to whom they owe 

allegiance and obedience, they make for themselves god’s who are silent, who 

cannot teach, and who have no power.  

Yet, in the midst of all of wicked man’s sinfulness and rebellion, God’s word to 

Habakkuk reminds him of the steadfastness and powerfulness of the One True God 

–  

20 
But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 

In other words, our God is still “Large and in charge!” Even when it seems the wicked 

are having their way, God will only allow it to happen for a season. Just as the Apostle 

Paul told the worldly and secular scholars on Mars Hill outside of Athens –  

Acts 17 
29 

"…we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or 

stone, something shaped by art and man's devising. 
30 

Truly, these times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now He commands all men everywhere to 

repent, 
31 

because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world 
in righteousness… 

After hearing God’s response and promise that the wicked will be punished, Habakkuk 

is strengthened in faith and in chapter 3 he responds with words of praise and 

worship. That is the best thing you and I can do, even in times of doubt and 

darkness…  

Guys, we need to remember…,  

 Even when we don’t hear God speaking…  

 Even when the answer seems far out of our reach…  

 Even when disease and pestilence surrounds like the enemy… 
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 We still need to come before the Lord in faith, with praise and worship in our 

hearts.  

I think you can agree that the best of it all is summed up in verses 3:17-19 

Habakkuk 3 
17 

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; 

the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock 

shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
18 

Yet I 

will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
19 

The LORD 

God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will 

make me to walk upon mine high places.  

At the end of the day, it all comes down to our faith. It’s not about the circumstances 

that surround us… it’s not about the enemy or the wicked doing well as you struggle… 

it’s not even about your comfort or physical well-being… it’s not even about the Corona 

Virus. 

 It is everything about the Lord Jesus Christ, who gives you all you need to be 

able to stand, even in the rugged and tough places.  

 The Lord Jesus Christ who gives us His strength for our weakness.  

 It’s all about the Lord Jesus who tells us to cast all our cares upon Him, because 

He cares for us. 

These books of prophecy are good for the heart. They help us to see outside our box of 

comfort to see and perhaps even experience a God who is unlimited and cannot be 

controlled by our whims… a God who moves beyond our understanding as he fulfills His 

plans and purposes in us, through us and many times, in spite of us! 

Have you grown in faith enough to declare –  

Although this disease seems to continue to grow, and though all of life is 

changing; even if the efforts of man shall fail, and COVID-19 begins to 

directly impact my family and friends: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will 

joy in the God of my salvation. Because the LORD God, He is my strength, 

and He will make my feet like that of a mountain goat, and He will make me 
to walk above fear and abide in the fullness of faith.  

 


