
Why The Heart So Important To God

1 Samuel 16:1-13

• Introduction.

• Jeremiah 17:9-10 "The heart [is] deceitful above all [things], And 
desperately wicked; Who can know it? 10 I, the LORD, search the 
heart, [I] test the mind, Even to give every man according to his 
ways, According to the fruit of his doings.

• When it comes to the heart of man, there are two types a man can 
retain.  

• Heart of stone. 
• Heart of flesh.

• The heart of stone is a heart that is hard, cold, jagged, heavy, 
simple put it’s dead. (no life in it.) Driven by the desires of the flesh. 

• The heart of flesh is a heart that indicates life, it is vibrate, loving, 
compassionate one that is able to follow and obey God.  

• God is concerned about the heart of man. 

• The heart of man is what is in the balance in the spiritual battle 
between God and the principalities of darkness.

• If the enemy can keep a man’s heart stone, then that man remains 
as a spiritual dead, totally absent from God. 

• But if God replaces that stoney heart with a heart of flesh, Man is 
able to communion with God, obey God’s commandments which 
then leads to Life in God. 



• The Greatest commandment for man deals with the heart. 

• Deuteronomy 6:5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”

• Heart in the Hebrew points to  “The inner man which is made up of 
mind, will, soul and understanding.” 

• God’s greatest command is that all that is within you, your 
thoughts, your will, you soul and your understanding are for 
Him.

•  When you invest your inner man (Your Heart) into God, that means 
given everything within you to Him - that’s loving God. (BTW, this is 
a command, not a suggestion) 

• Jesus confirmed this commandment in the gospel according to 
Matthew, Jesus said “Matthew 22:37  "'You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'

• Heart in the Greek is translated similar to the Hebrew : It’s the the 
soul or mind, as the heart it is the fountain and seat of the thoughts, 
passions, desires, appetites, affections, purposes, endeavors. 

• Folks, loving God with all your heart means: All your passions, 
thoughts, desires, appetites, affections, purpose and your endeavors 
are for God. God alone!  

• It is when your heart is solely invested into God, that God gives you 
the desires of your heart. 

• He does this Because they are His desires, His passion being 
presented to Him. But in order to have His desires one must love 
Him with all of their heart. 



• Looking at a Stoney heart.

• A stony heart, is a heart that is living for the flesh. Paul shares the 
results of stoney heart in Romans 1.

• Romans 1:28-32  “And even as they did not like to retain God in 
[their] knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do 
those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all 
unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; 
[they are] whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 
undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 
who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who 
practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same 
but also approve of those who practice them.

• If you choose to function with a stoney heart -God will give you over 
to that heart. 

• Later in Roman’s, Paul tells the church “To be carnally minded is to 
be Enmity with God. This means to oppose God! 

•  When your inner man, your heart (mind, will, soul, and 
understanding) are for the flesh you are opposing God. 

• Therefore What happens to those who oppose God? They 
receive God’s judgment, just as it is written in Romans chapter 1.

• A person can operate their life with this type of heart, It is by their 
choice. But what needs to be communicated is that there is a 
consequence for this type of heart. 

• Individuals living according to this heart will face God’s judgement.



• What also needs to be communicated is that a Stoney heart can 
produce a heart that appears to be of flesh.

• This type of heart can produce the outward appearance of a heart of 
flesh, a heart of God. 

• This is called doing what appears good. But good is done from flesh 
driven hard heart. 

• Let me remind you even what appears good is not always good. (Ask 
Eve about that) 

• We have to be careful, remember, Satan comes as an angel of light. 

• Man can fool other men to think that their heart is good by the actions 
they produce. (Fact is, They can even start fooling themselves.) 

• These good actions are produced for the sake of man’s glory verses  
for the glory of God. 

• Man can fool man, but man can not fool God. God knows the real heart 
of man. God knows the true intentions of the inner man.

•  No man can hid the intent of his or her heart from God. 

• This fact is Good works produced from a stoney heart, not only are 
described as filthy rags by God. 

• But 100% of the time the intentions (sinful) desire produced by a 
stoney heart will be exposed outwardly as well.  



• Be Careful! 

• “Believers” this should grab your attention. We have to be aware of 
Hypocrisy. 

• Hypocrisy is our hearts producing what appears good but the 
source of the action comes from a stoney heart. A heart that is 
fueled by our fleshly desires. 

• More and more Hypocrisy is being accepted within the body of 
Christ. We pacify it by saying “Everyone still sins.” No body is 
perfect” 

• A Hypocrite can be defined as one who is an actor.  

• The recent film Mr. Rodgers, Tom hanks who is not Mr. Rodgers 
acted so well that people actually start to think (he’s almost like Mr. 
Rodgers.) 

• We don’t look at acting as one being a hypocrite because it 
entertains us. But the heart of good acting is if you can get your 
audience to believe that you are that person you are acting to be.

• CHURCH, There are actors and actresses within the body of 
Christ. 

• Those who act like they are disciples of Jesus, they speak the 
language, they do the actions, but at the end of the day they 
are only acting like a person who has been given a new heart. 

• Just like at the end of the day at the movie set, the make - up 
and clothes are removed from the actor. That actor who 
appeared to be someone else was only acting. 



• Be Careful!

• You have to be careful, because a Stoney heart can produce a 
heart that appears to be of flesh. Jesus said about those who are 
hypocrites:

• Luke 12:1-3 In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of 
people had gathered together, so that they trampled one 
another, He (Jesus) began to say to His disciples first [of all], 
"Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 
"For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor 
hidden that will not be known. 3 "Therefore whatever you have 
spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 
spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the 
housetops.”

• During this time the roof tops didn’t look like our roof tops. 
Roofs were flat and open, and during some seasons were used 
like modern individuals might use a patio. To get a picture of how 
this may sound to a listener of the time, imagine having a private 
conversation using megaphones on a crowded beach.

• Hypocrisy comes from a stoney heart. If not replaced, and repented of 
those operating with a hypocrite heart will hear the words of Jesus. 

• Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 
My Father in heaven. 22 "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons 
in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 "And 
then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness!'

• Friends, God looks at the heart of a man. He wants to know the 
inner working, the thought process behind the things we do. 



• For a good example of God looking at the heart of man turn with me 
to 1 Samuel 16. 

• In chapter 15, Saul has been de-throned in the eyes of God. Why? 
Because he did not obey the commands of God. 

• Saul contended with Samuel in chapter 15 stating that he did obey 
God. He appeared to follow God, Yet he did not. 

• Therefore because Saul’s heart was for himself, God brought 
judgement upon him (removing Saul as King) 

• Within chapter 16, Samuel does what all of us often do when we are 
looking for God’s next move. We automatically look to the outward 
appearance of things or people. If they or “it” appears good then it 
must be from God. Right? Not always. 

• Text. 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (read) 

• Samuel looks at Jesse’s finniest, they appear to have the right make 
up to be the next king. 

• So Samuel and Jesse are looking at the external workings (the 
appearance) of the man.

• At the same time God is looking at the internal workings of the man.

•  So the first son comes through the line. (Surely this is the anointed 
one) 

• God’s response “[1Samuel 16:7 “But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do 
not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have 
refused him. For [the LORD does] not [see] as man sees; for man 
looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."



• Text.

• At this point, Samuel got it, Jesse on the other hand did not. He kept 
sending and saying “Surely this is God’s anointed. Jesse was still 
looking externally. 

• This went on until all the external good had been gone through. 
Then came the unexpected, the young, the ruddy, David. Jesse 
didn’t see David as a King externally, but God saw differently. 

• God saw David’s inner man, David’s heart. His mind, will, soul, and 
his understanding.They were all for God. David’s heart was for God. 

• So God said “This is the one. anoint him King. Why? Because 
David had a heart after God’s heart. 

• What is a heart after God’s own Heart?

• Acts13:22 "And when He had removed him, He raised up for them 
David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, 'I have found 
David the [son] of Jesse, a man after My [own] heart, who will do all My 
will.'

• David had a heart  to do all God wanted Him to do. His will.

• Yes, David fell short, he sinned, but he was quick to repent. He 
repented because of his heart towards God. He longed to be faithful 
and to honor God in all areas of his life.

• Using David, We will see what a heart of God’s heart looks like. 

• Faith - David had faith in God (Remember Goliath) God will deliver 
you to me.

• Follow the commands of God - David loved the law of God. 
Psalms 119. He loved the word. 



• What is a heart after God’s own Heart?

• Thankfulness - David was thankful, always looking for ways to praise 
God in all things. 

• Love - David loved God with every ounce of his inner man. There was 
nothing in between his heart and God. David gave up is fleshly desires 
for the desires of God.  

• This was the heart God needed to lead the children of Israel. 

• And this is the heart God looks for today. 

• But to have this heart take submission to God. You have to be 
willing to receive this heart from God. 

• You and I can not produce this type of heart. 

• It is a heart that only comes from God. 

• God is willing and wants to give you this heart. 

• But it takes you wanting this heart. 

• You can not operate out of a stoney heart and expect to receive a 
heart of flesh. 

• It’s one or the other. Either you live for yourself or you live for God. 

• Listen to the promise of God .Ezekiel 36:26-27 KJV] 26 A new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 
flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.



• God is willing and wants to give you this heart.

• Did you catch this! God tells us that He will give us a new heart and 
then to top it off He will give you His spirit so we can do everything He 
wants us to do. 

• This means if you so choose, you can have a heart after God’s 
heart. 

• God made it possible to have a new heart, Praise God we don’t 
have to manufacture it ourselves. 

• God fulfilled this promise through His son Jesus, and through Jesus 
we receive the Sprit of God, the Spirit that allows us to do the 
commands of God. 

• Because of Jesus, man can receive a new heart. A new mind, soul, will 
and understanding. He or she is made new. How is this possible?

• [Galatians 2:20 KJV] I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.

• When a person receives by faith Jesus Christ as their Lord. A 
miracle takes place. 

• Their old man is put away and behold they become a new 
creation. 

• They are born again - not with the spirit of man and heart of man.  

• A person who is born again receives the following from God. 
Ready??



• God is willing and wants to give you this heart.

• The mind of Christ.
• The Spirt of Christ. 
• The heart of God. (which is Jesus Christ) The One who does the will of 

the Father. 

• And it’s all received by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

• Conclusion. 

• This is a challenging message. 

• It’s challenging because often times more than I want, I fall back to 
ways of my old stoney heart. 

• Like King David, I too fall short, I to commit a sin. The enemy hits 
me even if I repent of the sin. The Condemnation clouds roll in. 

• That’s where the heart of God comes in greater, His spirit quickens my 
heart who it belongs to. 

• Conclusion.

• God looks at the heart, He wants your heart. He wants to give you an 
upgrade. 

• Trade in the stone heart for a heart of flesh. Receive His Spirt so you 
are able to follow His commandments. 

• Don’t be an actor (a hypocrite) Do good from a heart of flesh. 

• Live by and with the heart of God. 


