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Freedom! John 8 

I. Freedom is at the core of the gospel. 

II. Rom 6:22  But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, 

you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.  

a. Freedom is a peculiar thing 

i. Freedom from a biblical perspective is the grace of God visiting someone or a 

people 

ii. What does the grace of God look like – Jesus hanging on the cross 

1. God confronting us about what He wants to change in us so we reflect 

Him 

 

b. To be set free would imply someone was being held captive  

i. Being controlled or manipulated strangely enough sometimes of their own volition 

voluntarily or by being overcome by something or someone else. 

c. This control or influence can take many forms: 

i. Sin - has many different forms  

ii. Fear - or anxiety  

iii. Religion  - and or even church 

iv. Out of balance relationships   

1. Don’t get me wrong I am not saying to hit the eject button on your 

marriage 

2. I am saying we need to have our relationships in the correct balance with 

God’s Word 

a. For example our marriages should be a journey that we get to do 

together instead of just doing time like an inmate doing time.    

v. Pride is another influence that can bring a person into bondage, 

 

 

III. In our text today we will see some intense conversations between Jesus and a group of people 

known as the Ioudaioi. Jesus is bringing truth to people, some of whom were willing to 

acknowledge that He was the Messiah, but the majority were not willing.  
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IV. Jesus here is going to challenge these very religious people on the issues of real truth and real 

freedom. 

a. Sometimes someone needs to have the courage to tell the truth even if some might be 

offended.  

i. But of course we need to be motivated by the love of God and not taking revenge 

or settling a score.  

ii. Here Jesus says some pretty strong things but let’s just think for a minute who 

and what He is.  

1. John 1 –  

a. the one who spoke the universe into existence  

b. that means e is the author of time and space 

i. he holds time in His hand 

 

V. The Setting    

a. There had been friction developing between Jesus and the leadership of the Jews. This 

friction had changed to open hostility to the point of them plotting to kill Him  

i. In the Gospel of John when you see the word Jew or Jews 

1. Ioudaioi (Eoodayoi) 

2. The ones in leadership in Judah – more specifically Jerusalem and the 

Temple.   

a. i.e. Pharisees, Sadducees and the Scribes. 

 

ii.   John 7:1   After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want 

to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him. 

 

iii. 7:14-15  Jesus goes into the Temple to teach and the Ioudaioi were blown away 

saying, “How has this man become learned, having never been educated?” 

 

iv. 7:16-19 Jesus is explaining what He is teaching is from God and if anyone is 

willing to do God’s will he will know if it is of God or not. Jesus openly challenges 

them on 

a. the fact that none of them fully obeyed the law Moses gave them.   

b. What was the real reason they wanted to kill Him. 
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v. 7:20 the people answered and said “You are demented or You have a 

demon. Who is seeking to kill you?” 

 

vi. 7:31-32 - . . . many of the people believed in Him . . .  the Pharisees heard this 

and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to arrest Him 

1. When Nicodemus challenged the Pharisees (of which he was one) they 

turned on him.   

 

 

vii. John 8:1-11 – The scribes and Pharisees bring an adulterous women to Jesus.         

1. Verse 6 they were testing Him, that they might have something of 

which to accuse Him.  

 

   

VI. Our study begins in verse 12 of chapter 8  

I. John 8:12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. 

He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

a. John 1:4-5  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend (overcome) 

it. 

i. Isaiah 60:1-3  Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the 

LORD is risen upon you. 2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 

And deep darkness the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His 

glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And 

kings to the brightness of your rising. 

 

i. John 8:13 -18  The Pharisees therefore said to Him, "You bear witness of Yourself; 

Your witness is not true." 14 Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear 

witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I am 

going; but you do not know where I come from and where I am going. 15 "You judge 

according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 "And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; 

for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent Me. 17 "It is also written in your 
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law that the testimony of two men is true. 18 "I am One who bears witness of Myself, 

and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me." 

a. Signs / miracles the Fathers witness 

b. Deuteronomy 17:6 & 19:15 witness of 2 or 3 

 

b. John 8:19  Then they said to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You 

know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would have known My 

Father also." 

i. An effort to discredit Jesus – possibly to make an accusation of illegitimate birth  

 

 

c. John 8:20  These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; 

and no one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come. 

i. Temple Treasury – the symbol of the Temple authority 

ii. His hour was coming when He would be arrested suffer and die. But just not yet,  

iii. We are going to see that these Ioudaioi are clueless to what Jesus is saying, 

 

 

d. John 8:21-22  Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek 

Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come." 22 So the Jews said, 

"Will He kill Himself, because He says, 'Where I go you cannot come'?" 

i. Again this is going right over their heads 

 

e. John 8:23-24  And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I am from above. You 

are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 "Therefore I said to you that you will 

die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." 

i. A play on words 

ii. Jerusalem - up 

iii. High – low  Lemala (up) – Lemata (down)  

iv. This world – not of this world 

v. It’s not all about location. If you think that is all it is you will keep opposing and 

plotting against me to kill me because you are blinded to the truth. If this doesn’t 

change you will die in your sins. 
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f. John 8:25 -26 Then they said to Him, "Who are You?" And Jesus said to them, 

"Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning. 26 "I have many things 

to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to 

the world those things which I heard from Him." 

i. Finally an honest question – “who are You? 

1. Mark 4:41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, 

"Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!" 

ii. “I have manty things to say and to judge concerning you . . . 

1. This is not bad news. He wants to redirect their thinking. This is the grace 

of God! 

2. He wants to draw them to Father   

 

g. John 8:27-30  They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. 28 

Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know 

that I am [He], and [that] I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I 

speak these things. 29 "And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left 

Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him." 30 As He spoke these 

words, many believed in Him. 

i. Daniel 9 the Messiah will be cut off 

ii. Daniel 7:13-14 READ 

 

h. John 8:31-32  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in 

My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 "And you shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free." 

i. Who is Jesus talking to? – The Ioudaioi that believed in Him!  

ii. He knew not all of the Ioudaioi opposed Him 

iii. For those who were willing to listen and hear the Truth – “In order to be my 

disciples you must hold on to My word, to be free you must know the truth”. 

iv. John 8:33  They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have 

never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, 'You will be made 

free'?" 

1. Those that were answering back were choosing to answer for everyone 

and were not being honest or hearing what the Spirit of God was saying 
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2. They were trying to pass off that they were not ruled over by Rome 

because of their privileged standing under the Roman occupation 

 

3. But that is not what Jesus was talking about. He is talking about freedom 

from sin and freedom to know God not just know about Him.    

 

4. Their being a descendant of Abraham in the flesh will not make the 

difference in the end. They are still a slave to sin.   

 

 

v. John 8:34-36 Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 35 "And a slave does not abide in the house 

forever, but a son abides forever. 36 "Therefore if the Son makes you free, 

you shall be free indeed. 

 

1. Slaves come and go. The Son will inherit everything so He will remain. 

2. That is why if the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. 

3. There is deliverance for you today.  

a. Fear, anxiety, religion, out of balance relationships or pride.   

4. Satan uses these things to keep us defeated.  

5. Don’t let him robb you of your joy in the Lord?  

6. Jesus Christ can set you free today. 

7. Vs. 34, "Whosoever commits sin is a servant of sin." 

a. Are you under the power of sin?  

8. Has Satan blinded your eyes and called it freedom.  

9. You can find true freedom  

10. "Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

11. I cannot liberate myself.  

12. My deliverance must come through Jesus Christ. He has power to forgive 

13. He has power to keep me now.   

14. Tikki – What’s your secret?  


