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In Service for Our King 
Colossians 4:2-18 

As the Apostle Paul finishes up his letter to the Church at Colossae, just as we 

observed last week: he has given instruction on the practical matters of marriage, 

family, and work – how does a Christian carry himself, respond, and focus in this 

present world? Once again we are reminded that we, as Believers are not to act and 

respond the way the world does. Our spiritual DNA should have been changed when 

Christ took over our life. That’s the reality of the “born again” experience.  

When we come to Christ, it’s not just a change in direction, it is the reality of, 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:7)  

As the Holy Spirit works within the hearts of every Believer, we are changed from the 

inside out. The Holy Spirit within us draws us reject the things of the past and of the 

flesh, in order that Christ might be all in all.  

This is worked out in our lives as we continue to surrender our lives to Christ, through 

the Holy Spirit. This is the ongoing work of sanctification. 

The only way that we can be the spouse, child, parent, employee or employer that 

God has called us to be is to be submitted to the Spirit’s work and direction on our 

life.  

This is why he is so adamant as he continues in chapter 4:2  

Colossians 4 
2 
Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;  

Paul knew that our strength is found in the presence and power of the Lord. I believe he 

knows that the Colossians understood this too. Notice how he uses the phrase or word 

continue earnestly (NKJV), continue steadfastly (ESV). They were already doing this, 

but he wanted o be certain that they didn’t grow weary... continue.   
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Some translations use the English phrase, devote yourselves (NIV and NLT). But I 

don’t feel that even the word devote is strong enough for what Paul is meaning here. 

The English word or phrase is translated from one compound Greek word, proskarteréō. 

In most instances where it is used in the New Testament, it has the concept of 

continuous, fervent, or with perseverance.  

The root of the word is karteréō. It has two senses or two sides of the same coin: “to be 

strong” and “to endure steadfastly.” It also has a connection with martyrdom. It means 

“to persevere” to the end. 

When you then join the word pros to make proskarteréō, you strengthen the idea of 

enduring to holding fast to, being continuous, or to persist obstinately.     

This last week I was looking at some pictures from impact of the 2004 Christmas Day 

tsunami in Thailand. Some absolutely horrifying pictures. One picture was of a man 

holding onto the upper branches of a tree with one hand and holding a young girl 

(perhaps his daughter) in the other hand as the violence of the waves crashed all 

around him. There was no way of knowing if that man and the little girl survived.  

But as I thought about this phrase continue earnestly (NKJV), continue steadfastly 

(ESV) or in the Greek proskarteréō, that picture came into my mind. I wonder if the 

fullness of the impact of what Paul was saying here to the Church, and to you and me 

was that kind of persistence.  

Continue earnestly in prayer, be fervent in it, persevere as though your life AND the 

lives of others depended upon it, because it does! 

Then Paul adds — 

 being vigilant in it with thanksgiving 

Again, differing versions translate differently the word we find here as vigilant. 

Now you need to understand, I’m not trying to impress you with my Greek, because if it 

wasn’t for a ton of Bible helps, I wouldn’t have the info I’m sharing now. I barely do 
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English.  But the Greek word here is grēgoréō. It has the idea of be awake, be watchful, 

and be vigilant. It comes with the understanding that there are many dangers lurking 

around, trying to take you and me out of the race… trying to stumble us up, 

attempting to make us go back into the attitude and actions of the flesh and of the world. 

Paul understood… he experienced many of the same attacks you and I face today, as 

well as having his life and freedoms threatened to be taken away from him… yet he 

persisted.  

So, I beleive he’s telling you and me 

Watch out… stay awake… be cautious and observant, as you continue to 

pray with persistence and fervor. And as you do this, do it with a heart of 

gratitude and thanksgiving. (Col. 4:2 HDL Version)     

Once again this idea of thankfulness. We find this idea of thankfulness all throughout 

the Apostles writings. Rather he’s in prison or simply writing during one of his journeys, 

Paul continually reminds us to have an attitude of thankfulness 

Then Paul moves on to make some personal requests, but it’s very clear he’s still not 

focused on his own situation or on himself. 

3 
meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the 

word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 
4 
that I 

may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

In the situation Paul found himself, an assortment of people are able to come and visit 

him, and care for his needs. Even while under arrest and in Rome, there was still the 

possibility of sharing the Gospel – even with the Roman guards. Yet, he remained under 

house arrest with very little other freedoms. And I the midst of that, Paul wanted to be 

certain that he would be a usable vessel for the Lord’s Kingdom. If anyone could have 

used an excuse for not serving or not sharing, it would have been the Apostle Paul, but 

God… 

Even though Paul had opportunities to share with the Roman guards and those that 

would come to him, I believe he was still desiring to stand before Caesar and share the 

hope of the Gospel. 
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When he asks the church to pray that God would open to us a door for the word, to 

speak the mystery of Christ, you need to understand that he had that opportunity in a 

limited way, but I believe he wanted it to the fullest extent… to stand before Caesar.     

The emperor at the time was the tyrannical Nero, although he was actually relatively 

sane at this stage of his reign. But nowhere in the Biblical account do we read of Paul 

actually standing before Caesar. It would have happened sometime after this first time 

of house arrest, and sometime after the events we have recorded for us in the book of 

Acts.   

About 200 years later, the Church Historian Eusebius recorded that “after defending 

himself successfully, it is currently reported that the Apostle again went forth to proclaim the 

Gospel, and afterwards came to Rome a second time, and was martyred under Nero.” 1  

After asking for prayer that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the 

mystery of Christ, he comes back with some further last minute direction or instruction 

for the Church 

Colossians 4 
5 
Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 

6 
Let 

your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know 

how you ought to answer each one. 

You know, there are some Believers who have what’s called a sanctified superiority 

complex. You know what I mean, it’s the attitude of, “I’ve got Jesus, yes, I do. I’ve got 

Jesus, too bad about you.” It’s the attitude of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day. Do you 

remember the parable Jesus shared? 

Luke 18 
9 
Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous, and despised others: 
10 

Two men went up to the temple to 

pray, one a Pharisee and the other a publican or tax collector. 
11 

"The 

Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not 

like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 
12 

I 

fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'  
                                            
1
 Eusebius, Historia Ecclesiastica, 2.22 
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13 
"And the publican, the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much 

as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to 

me a sinner!' 
14 

"I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather 

than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 

humbles himself will be exalted." 

What do you think the world thinks about you and me when we have this kind of attitude 

towards the unsaved?  

How drawn to Christ are the lost when the Redeemed walk in the pride of an attitude of 

our own righteousness? Despising others? 

5 
Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.  

When he speaks of redeeming the time, you need to realize, that time is here today and 

gone tomorrow. The opportunities you and I have to share the Gospel with that 

waitress, or delivery man, or neighbor, co-worker or friend may only come today. None 

of us are promised tomorrow. Redeem the time. 

Once again, we see how Paul shared the same in Ephesians 

Ephesians 5 
15 

See then that you walk circumspectly (being watchful and alert to any 

dangers), not as fools but as wise, 
16 

redeeming the time, because the days 

are evil. 

To redeem the time means buying up the opportunity, it won’t always be available. This 

is a commercial term and pictures the Christian as a faithful steward who knows an 

opportunity when he sees one. It’s like going to Costco, if you see something you like, 

you better buy it. They probably won’t be carrying it next week. Or it’s at least something 

like that. As a Believer, we need to seize the opportunities we have to share Christ. 

6 
Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may 

know how you ought to answer each one. 

And when you take the opportunity to share, understand, there will always be 

opposition. Our place isn’t to give tit-for-tat when attacks come against the Gospel. Our 

response, actually our initial discussion needs to be one of an abundance of grace and 

then continuing in grace even when under attack. We need to be reminded that as Paul 



6 
 

gave a long list of those within society that walked in perversity (fornicators, idolaters, 

adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites, thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, and 

extortioners) he reminded the Corinthians,  

1 Corinthians 6 
11 

“And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were 

sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God.” 

Hopefully by now you’ve realized, you haven’t saved yourself. It was ALL the work of 

the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. And that in itself ought to bring a 

continued humility to our lives and a life full of thankfulness. 

Paul now turns to personal greetings and encouragements. For some this is the only 

time we see their names in the Scriptures. For others, we’ve been able to see some of 

the spiritual journey they’ve been through. 

Colossians 4 
7 

Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you 

all the news about me. 
8 
I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know 

your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 
9 

with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, 

who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here. 

Tychicus had been a longtime companion to the Apostle Paul, he was a beloved brother. 

He had traveled with him on the missionary journeys; he was a fellow servant in the Lord. 

He had spent time with Paul while he was imprisoned on Rome, and had apparently 

been used by the Lord through a variety of ministry positions; a faithful minister. Paul 

trusted him explicitly. He was a man in Christ who wasn’t afraid to get his hands dirty; 

he had no fear of possible imprisonment; and he was willing to travel outside his comfort 

zone for the sake of the Kingdom. 

Along with Tychicus, Paul mentioned a man by the name of Onesimus, a faithful and 

beloved brother, who was from the region or area of Colossae. We also find in the letter 

to Philemon that Onesimus had been a bond servant to Philemon until he had run away. 

But somehow in his travel he had found the Apostle Paul and became a Christian. Paul 

was now sending him back to Philemon, along with Tychicus. His story and journey will 

be looked at when we study Philemon. 
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Together, these two men were carrying the letters of Paul and would inform the Church 

about Paul’s current situation. 

Next we have mentioned three men who seem to be staying with Paul at the time, or at 

least remaining in Rome as the other two travel to Colossae and the other cities.  

Colossians 4 
10 

Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of 

Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, 

welcome him), 
11 

and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow 

workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have 
proved to be a comfort to me.  

One of the things we notice quickly is that these three men are Jews. They are men, 

who are of the circumcision. That’s an idiom for being a Jew. If you are of the 

circumcision, that means you are a Jew.   

Aristarchus my fellow prisoner… had been a traveling companion of the Apostle Paul. 

He was from Macedonia. He was with Paul during the riot at Ephesus (Acts 19) and 

willingly risked his life I the midst of the chaos. Acts 27 tells us he had sailed with the 

Apostle on his way to Rome and thus faced ship wreck also. Now here Paul says he is 

a fellow prisoner… Since we don’t read of his arrest, the understanding is that perhaps 

he himself had remained at the rented house of Paul in order to be of whatever 

assistance Paul needed – able to freely come and go, but had chosen to live there with 

Paul;            

Mark the cousin of Barnabas… This is the same as John Mark who had gone home 

early from the First Missionary journey, the one who was the focus of Paul and 

Barnabus’ heated discussion and determination to go separate ways. Now he is here in 

Rome with the Apostle Paul and has apparently proved himself quiet valuable. As a 

matter of fact, in Paul’s second letter to Timothy, while presumably under his second 

and final arrest at Rome, Paul tells Timothy to bring John Mark with him as he comes to 

Rome, since John Mark was so useful to the Apostle for ministry (2 Timothy 4:11).         

And Jesus who is called Justus. Now Jesus or Joshua was a very popular name during 

this time frame. Not because the Lord Jesus had that name, but even before. However, 
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I believe that this Jewish convert by the name of Jesus probably preferred being called 

by his Greek name, Justus… simply out of honor to the Lord’s Name. The listing of his 

name here as someone who is comforting and assisting the Apostle Paul is the only 

mention of his name in scripture. We know nothing else about him. 

You can look at a man like Jesus Justus and realize he stands for the untold millions of 

Believers whom the Church as a whole will never know, but because of their faithful 

service to the Lord and to His Church, they are well known in the heavenly realm, and 

well known by those lives which they had touched and ministered to faithfully in the 

background. 

So many people are so fearful of committing themselves to serve. We face the same 

thing here at Calvary CG. Many declare their love for the Lord, but not many are willing 

to commit. Oh, if they happen to be available, they’ll gladly serve, but not many commit 

for the long haul. 

Do you realize that the Lord has given us a great opportunity with our multiple services? 

You don’t need to miss out on the teaching because you are teaching Sunday School. 

You don’t need to miss out on the worship because you are serving in another ministry 

during that time. You don’t need to miss out on the Fellowship of your friends and 

family, even as you commit yourself to serve faithfully in areas of ministry.  

Here at Calvary you have the great opportunity to Attend One and Serve at One.  

Have you ever thought about that? Simply committing to the Lord and to this Body of 

Believers an extra 1½ hours a week to faithfully serve in one service, and then attend 

another. Many have and many are right now. Many of your Brothers and Sisters here at 

Calvary have committed to being in the ministry. Not out of a guilt feeling, but as a part 

of being a responsible member of the family of Believers known as Calvary Chapel of 

Casa Grande.  

They haven’t simply been available to fill a hole if they happened to be at a service. 

They’ve committed to being a part of the ministry… and their ministry is weekly as a 

Usher, serving faithfully through the years as a Sunday School Teacher, or in a host of 

other needful ministries we have as a Church. Their names may not be mentioned 
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every Sunday, but they are known by their good works and their faithfulness to the 

Lord’s Bride, His Church.  

Jesus is truly in them, but they go by the names of Sue and Chris and Janet and a host 

of others. They may go by another name, but the Name and love of Jesus is truly 

demonstrated by their life. The world may not know them, but the Lord is blessed by 

their faithful commitment.  

Perhaps it’s time for you to pray, consider and commit to Attend One and Serve at 

One.  

Paul now mentions some who were Gentiles, who were now Believers and being used 

in the work of the ministry –  

Colossians 4 
12 

Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always 

laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and 

complete in all the will of God. 
13 

For I bear him witness that he has a great 
zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 

Epaphras was from the region of Colossae. He was a man of fervent prayers, focusing 

continually on the Church at Colossae, the Church at Laodicea, and the Church at 

Hierapolis. A Man who had a passion for people and deep concern for their welfare. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be known as a man or a woman who consistently labored in 

prayer?  

Agōnizŏmai is the word. To wrestle (even as Jacob wrestled with the Angel), to fight as 

against an adversary, to labor fervently as to complete the task, to strive for that which 

could be difficult to grasp. All of that Epaphras did in prayer for the Colossians, the 

Laodiceans and those of Hierapolis. 

What an individual to have on your side. I know Tot and I am totally blessed by many 

within this Fellowship and beyond who faithfully agōnizŏmai in prayer for us and the 

ministry. It what has brought us this far.   

14 
Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 
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Luke, the beloved physician had been with Paul through many of his journeys and will 

be with him pretty much through the end.  

Demas had also been with Paul through many of the battles of ministry, and here during 

his first imprisonment in Rome, Demas is there ministering to the Apostle’s needs. But 

we find that in the end he abandons Paul and seems to have walked away from his 

faith. 

2 Timothy 4 
10 

for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has 
departed for Thessalonica 

It is sad enough when a friend abandons you in your time of need. It is a much worse 

situation when a Believer walks away from the Lord and goes back into the world… the 

world that will bring death, despair, and destruction.  

Perhaps it was fear, as he saw the treatment of the Apostle by the Romans and the 

Jews. Perhaps it was unmet expectations, thinking that if he were to become a Christian 

and serve the Lord faithfully this present life would be much easier. Perhaps it was just 

as simple as Paul puts it here, having loved this present world. Sin and the draw of 

the temporary pleasures of this life drew him away from faithfulness to the Lord. What a 

sad epitaph that is to have on your life.  

“Having begun so well, in the end he fell.” 

How we all need to continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 

thanksgiving.  

15 
Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that 

is in his house. 
16 

Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read 

also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle 
from Laodicea. 

The city of Laodicea was not far from Colossae. And Paul intended for the letters to 

each church to be shared with the other. Perhaps there were some of the same issues 

going on in each. As far as the Letter to the Laodiceans, we have no copy or record of it 

other than what is referenced here in the book of Colossians. But if you remember, 

when we went through 1 and 2 Corinthians we showed that there was also a missing 
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letter to the Corinthians. I don’t believe this is anything to be too concerned about. I 

believe that through God’s providential hand He has allowed us to have what we need.  

Apparently Nymphas was an individual who had a house big enough to house a place 

for Believers to come together. This was the normal course of events during the early 

life of the Christian Church. It wasn’t until after the greatest portion of persecution 

stopped (around AD 332) that the Church actually began to build facilities to study and 

worship the Lord. In the early days and even in many places today, whether out of 

choice or necessity there are still house churches actively teaching the Word of God. 

17 
And say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received 

in the Lord, that you may fulfill it." 

Many believe that Archippus was either the son of Philemon or at least a member of his 

household since in Philemon verse 2 he is mentioned. There is also the possibility that 

he was the pastor of the Church that met in Philemon’s home. We simply do not know 

and beyond that is mere speculation.  

It does seem by the Paul’s greeting to him that he was perhaps troubled or hesitating in 

the ministry that the Lord had called him to. One thing the Apostle reminded Archippus 

of was that the ministry was a gift given to him by God and he had a responsibility to 

fulfill it. Archippus was called to be a good steward of the gift and ministry of God, and 

isn’t that the truth for each and every one of us here? 

All that we have, we have been given by God. Whatever blessing, talent, ministry, or gift 

– as James tells us 

James 1 
17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.  

And as Paul writes in Romans 11 

29 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

 

All of us can take the heed from the Apostle as he writes, 

17 
"Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you 

may fulfill it." 
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The ending of this letter reminds us of the physical struggle of the Apostle, even in the 

midst of faithful service to his Master, the Lord Jesus 

18 
This salutation by my own hand--Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be 

with you. Amen. 

Many say that the thorn in the flesh which Paul received, prayed for deliverance, and 

yet the Lord was determined that he maintain it in his life to keep him from pride; many 

believe that thorn was problems with his eyes. Perhaps even from the Damascus Road 

experience when he was blinded for three days and scales covered his eyes. Perhaps 

there was a lasting effect.  

We find several hints of it in Paul’s writing, but nothing that is directly solid. 

To the Galatian Church Paul made a couple of statements about how much they were 

willing to assist the Apostle and a problem with his writing ability. 

Galatians 4 
15 

What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if 
possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me. 

Galatians 6 
11 

See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand! 

Quite often he had others writing for him 

Romans 16 
22 

I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord. 

Yet, it seems as though he signed all the letters personally 

1 Corinthians 16 
21 

The salutation with my own hand--Paul's. 

2 Thessalonians 3 
17 

The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; 

so I write. 

So, what is it that keeps us for being found faithful in committing to serve the Lord in 

some way?  
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