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Practical Matters 
Colossians 3:18- 4:1 

As we’ve progressed slowly through the book of Colossians thus far, we can certainly 

agree that the Apostle Paul understood that if Christ is real in our lives, then every area 

of our life should be an expression of Christ in us. We’ve seen this in a general sense in 

the earlier passages of Colossians, but now Paul will get into particulars as we finish 

chapter 3 and move a bit into chapter 4. This is where Paul gives specific instruction on 

dealing with your spouse, children, employers and employees.  

 

And, just as we’ve said earlier in the study, Colossians is an abbreviated version of the 

book of Ephesians – well, here in this passage we see it very clearly. As we move into 

this section, we’ll see that it’s a very close parallel to Ephesians 5:22 - 6:9. In 

Ephesians, Paul gives some greater explanation and detail when dealing with these 

issues, but for now, let’s get into the study here in Colossians, beginning in chapter 3, 

verse 17 

Colossians 3:17 
17 

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

I wanted to begin by going back to verse 17, since everything Paul tells us about the 

practical Christian life hinges on these words: whatever (or in everything) you do in 

word or deed (all of life’s activities), do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Paul will say something similar down in verse 23 

23 
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

He had declared something similar in 1 Corinthians – 

31 
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 

glory of God. 

Paul clearly understood that for the Christian, there is no such divisions in life that we 

can call secular versus sacred. For the Believer, all of our life and activities are to be 
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considered as sacred – all of it, as unto the Lord – do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus… do all to the glory of God. 

This actually speaks of the Puritan belief in what they called the doctrine of vocation, but 

we will look at that in a moment. 

The fact is, each of us (young and old, male and female, educated or uneducated, rich 

man, poor man, beggar man, thief; doctor, lawyer, or Indian Chief), each of us have at 

least this one thing in common… we have all been granted by our Creator 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week, 52 weeks a year. The rich aren’t able to buy more time; the 

man doesn’t get preferential treatment over the woman; nor do the young have any 

more hours to their days than the aged.  

So, the first question for each of us as Believers, “How are you dealing with your 

personal stewardship of those hours, days, weeks, and years?” 

“…whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

In all that we say and do (in word or deed…, whatever you do...) we are to live our 

lives as ambassadors of Christ. Then Paul gives an adamant addition as he declares 

here in Colossians 3, we are to do it with thankful hearts. Up in verse 15, “and be 

thankful.” In verse 16 “…with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” And here in 

verse 17, “…giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

Three times in as many verses. Do you think maybe Paul is trying to say something 

here about the attitudes of our hearts as we walk this pilgrim journey?  

So, my second question is: “When was the last time you did a serious self-check 

on your attitude?”  

We talked about it the last time we were in Colossians; we talked about it during 

November as we moved towards Thanksgiving; and we ought to talk about it always. 

And once again, it was the Puritan’s who inaugurated the celebration of Thanksgiving. 

We, as Believers, of all people on the earth ought to be a Thank-filled People. And as 
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a Thank-filled People, our lives ought to be a demonstration of the reality of Christ in 

us. And since Christ is in us and we declare Him as our Lord, the responses and actions 

of our lives in word and deed ought to bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus and to 

God the Father through Him.  

So, with that in mind: bringing glory to God and having a thank-filled heart we move on 

to verse 18 of Colossians 3, 

18 
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

Well, that’s all the time we have for the study this evening, let’s close in prayer shall we? 

I really do say that in jest, but the fact is submit, submissive, and submission have 

become seldom used, and even offensive words in our society today. As a matter of 

fact, I dare say that there are more foul, four letter words used in our culture today that 

are more acceptable than these three words – submit, submissive, and submission.   

Let’s face it, generally in our society, wives don’t submit to their husbands, children 

don’t submit to their parents, men and people in general do not submit to authority. Now 

I understand that we could make a very convincing argument about the abuse of 

authority, the damage those in authority have done to our society and culture, and even 

the wickedness of some who are in authority. But that doesn’t lessen or change God’s 

directive for us.  

To help us get a better handle on this, we need to remember that Paul lived and 

ministered during the time of the oppression and wickedness of the Roman Empire. 

Human life meant very little; freedoms could be taken away at a moment’s notice. 

Those in places of leadership over the people were generally vile and wicked; capable 

due to their positions of power and wealth of fulfilling their wildest and most perverse 

desires. Yet it is Paul, who himself had suffered so much under Roman authority, it was 

he who writes to the Believers of the First Century – 

Romans 13 
1 
Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 
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God. 
2 
Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 

and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 

To understand this we need to remember, our God is a god of order. He has placed 

order in the universe. All around us we see the results of that order. Without order, there 

is chaos. In the midst of chaos, anarchy arises and anarchy leads to lawlessness. 

Within order there has to be some authority. We see this order even in the Godhead, 

where God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are all equal as God, yet 

the Spirit speaks only of Christ and Christ the Son is submitted wholly to the will of the 

Father. All are equal, yet each has a different place of responsibility with one being the 

head. 

In focusing on the roles of male and female, Paul makes very clear that in the 

Kingdom of God there is no difference between male and female. But you need to 

see that in those passages where he speaks of no difference, he is speaking in 

reference to the process of salvation and the works of grace. He is not speaking 

about order and authority. Out of necessity, God has designed and placed a form of 

order within the home. 

As a wife submits to her husband, she is in actuality submitting to the plan and design of 

God. When she fights against that submission, she is fighting against the plan and 

design of God.  

Now I have to add quickly here, before you shut off your hearing, God makes 

provision for those in abusive situations. Neither God nor Paul are ignorant of the 

wickedness of humanity. Paul never meant that the wife is any less than her husband. 

She’s not his underling; she was never intended to be his slave. This is truly a voluntary 

submission as he quickly adds, “…as is fitting in the Lord.” 

We see this even in the submission to the governing authorities. When the governing 

authorities demanded Paul to stop preaching the Gospel, Paul continued to obey God 

rather than man. 
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But what does it mean to submit in a practical way, what does that look like in a 

marriage relationship where God has called the two to become one flesh? The wife 

maybe smarter in some areas… no doubt. She may have a better understanding of 

some things… that’s for certain. Her eyes are going to look at situations through a 

different lens.  But it is the man who will stand before God in the final day and give an 

account of his family. God has called him to provide for and lead the family in the things 

of God. And the more he does that, with a heart of love and compassion, knowing that 

the Lord has given him his wife as a help mate, a co-laborer together through life, the 

easier it will be for the wife to submit to his God given authority. 

This isn’t a cowering under the demands of an overpowering oligarch. This is submitting 

with a quiet and gentle heart to the leadership God has set in order. It is working 

together in the power of the Holy Spirit then submitting to follow together as one. With 

the full understanding that the man himself needs to be submitted to the Lord and His 

Word. 

In verse 19 Paul follows up without much explanation, 

Colossians 3 
9 
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 

Very few words, but when understood in the light of the Spirit of Christ, and the balance 

of the Word, you understand that these are powerful words. In his place as the spiritual 

head of the home, the husband is to continually demonstrate a loving heart in 

leadership. It should never be a dictatorial dominance.  

The idea of to “love your wife” carries with it the idea of tenderness and mercy, 

sacrifice and consideration, guarding against any harm and responding to his wife with 

true care, a deep compassion and a heartfelt concern. There should never be in our 

actions or responses anything that would bring out bitterness or would be considered a 

harshness of response.  

Although Paul doesn’t go into it here, in Ephesians he expands to make it clear that we 

as husbands are to love our wives as Christ loved the Church – sacrificing of our own 

desire and comfort, with a honest care for her overall welfare.    
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And so we find, as Norman Geisler shares, in a growing and “maturing marriage the 

husband exercises compassionate care and his wife responds in willing submission to 

this loving leadership.” 1 

This brings me to my third, but a two part question. First: “Wives, how would your 

husband answer as to whether you would be considered submitted to his 

leadership? 

And secondly: “Husbands, would your wife say that you have demonstrated 

yourself as a man who can be trusted to provide godly leadership, with a heart of 

compassionate love for your wife?”  

In verse 20 Paul brings the family full circle as he speaks to the children, 

Colossians 3 
20 

Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the 

Lord.   

And every Christian parent has this verse mounted at the head of each child’s bed and 

pasted on the bathroom mirror… at least verse 20. 

Again, we could go for the exceptions, but Paul is speaking here in a general sense and 

with wisdom. The child is to obey the parent when the parent isn’t calling for the child to 

do anything that is damaging to them or to the testimony of the Lord. The idea here is 

that within the Christian home, God’s order of things goes all the way to the children. 

And when the home is moving and responding to the plan and order of God, The Lord is 

well pleased. 

When the children act in disobedience, with a heart of rebellion, it cannot bring glory 

and honor to God… it is not well pleasing to the Lord. But the same is true for the non-

submissive wife or the unloving, dictator of a husband. It is when the whole home is 

running in obedience to the Holy Spirit and the plan of God; that is when the Lord is 

pleased with our homes and our families. 

                                                 
1 Norman L. Geisler, “Colossians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, 
vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 683. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Col3.19&off=95&ctx=rch%3b+Eph.+5%3a28%E2%80%9329).+~So+they+are+to+exerc
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And fathers,  

21 
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

With the same thought that you are not to respond with harshness or bitterness to your 

wife, Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.         

I feel this goes for both the father and the mother, no doubt. But understand the 

significance of the father. Children need the encouragement and love of a godly, earthly 

father. More than any other created thing, the love of a caring, compassionate, and 

forgiving human father brings to the child the fullness of the understanding of the reality 

of our Heavenly Father’s compassionate love and mercy. Forgiveness and 

unconditional love, mixed with a merciful and healthy understanding of the 

consequences of sin and disobedience help a child to understand the nature of God. 

Fathers, God has placed us in a very humbling position – we are to represent the reality 

of the love, grace and mercy of God to your children and grandchildren. 

And when you fail in that task, be certain to humble yourself and ask them for their 

forgiveness. Helping them to learn mercy and forgiveness from both sides. 

Fourth question: “Fathers, grandfathers, and even uncles… MEN, are you 

demonstrating the reality and essence of God to the children He has placed in 

your circle of influence?” 

Next Paul gives the biggest piece of real estate her in Colossians to the instruction 

given to bondservants, or for us today – employees.  

Colossians 3 
22 

Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not 

with eye service, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 
23 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
24 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for you serve the Lord Christ. 
25 

But he who does wrong will be repaid for 

what he has done, and there is no partiality. 
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Here we find a very clear reference to the ideas we see in what is sometimes, sadly 

called the Puritan work ethic. I say sadly called the Puritan work ethic, because it ought 

to be called the Christian work ethic.  

Getting back to the beginning of the study when we looked at the verses declaring back 

in verse 17,  

17 
…whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

What he says here in verse 23 

23 
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

And also in 1 Corinthians 10:31  

31 
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 

glory of God. 

This so clearly describes the Puritan Doctrine of Vocation.  

Dr. Leland Ryken, is Professor of English Emeritus at Wheaton College. In 2006 the 

Christian History Institute Magazine published an article he had written titled The 

Original Puritan Work Ethic. In this article he wrote of three vintage Puritan traits: the 

ideal of the God—centered life, the doctrine of calling or vocation, and the conviction 

that all of life is God’s. 

Concerning the Doctrine of Vocation, Ryken wrote of the Puritan’s belief of two 

callings—a General Calling and a Particular Calling. The General Calling is the 

same for everyone and consists of a call to conversion and godliness. As the 

Puritan, William Perkins wrote, “The General Calling, is the calling of 

Christianity…, whereby a man is called out of the world to be a child of God.”  

A Particular Calling consists of the specific tasks and occupations that God 

places before a person in the course of daily living. It focuses on, but is not 

limited to, the work that a person does for a livelihood. Several important 

corollaries follow from this Doctrine of Vocation. 
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Since God is the one who calls people to their work, the worker becomes a 

steward who serves God.  

Secondly, the Puritan view that God calls all workers to their tasks in the world 

dignifies all legitimate kinds of work. Above all, the Puritan Doctrine of Vocation 

sanctifies common work. William Tyndale said that if we look externally “there is 

difference betwixt washing of dishes, and preaching of the word of God; but as 

touching to please God, (there is) none at all.” Richard Baxter, English Puritan 

Church leader, explained how this could be: “God looketh not … principally at the 

external part of the work, but much more to the heart of him that doth it.” 

The Puritan Doctrine of Vocation… integrated life in the world with the spiritual 

life. The spiritual life was no longer limited to some “sacred” space, nor was it 

reserved for monks and nuns who had retired from the world. Instead, it is “in 

your shops” (said Richard Steele in his classic writing The Tradesman’s Calling) 

“where you may most confidently expect the presence and blessing of God.” 

This view of work as vocation offers more than simply the possibility of serving 

God in one’s daily work. It offers the possibility of serving God through or by 

means of that work. To work is to serve God. Baxter’s exhortation was for 

workers to “serve the Lord in serving their masters.” 

There is a moral dimension to work as well. When the Puritans spoke of the 

rewards of work, they almost automatically paired serving God with serving 

humanity. “The main end of our lives,” wrote Perkins, “is to serve God in the 

serving of men in the works of our callings.” 

If daily work is as central to the spiritual life as the Puritan doctrine of vocation 

asserts, it is no wonder that the Puritans threw themselves with such zest into 

their work. The original Puritan work ethic was this: “Be laborious and diligent in 

your callings … ; and if you cheerfully serve [God] in the labour of your hands, 

with a heavenly and obedient mind, it will be as acceptable to him as if you had 

spent all that time in more spiritual exercises” (Baxter). 
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Continuing on with Ryken’s article: An additional genius of the Puritans was the 

skill with which they managed to view all of life as God’s. The Puritans lived 

simultaneously in two worlds. For them, both worlds were equally real, and life 

was not divided into sacred and secular. 

Declares another Puritan writer, “If God be God over us, he must be over us in 

everything.” 

It is no wonder, then, that the Puritans saw God in the commonplace. Richard 

Baxter asked his readers, “Canst not thou think on the several places thou hast 

lived in and remember that they have each had their several mercies?” John 

Bunyan asked in the preface to Grace Abounding, “Have you forgot … the 

milkhouse, the stable, the barn, and the like, where God did visit your soul?” 

In such a framework, there are no “trivial” events, and all of life is potentially a 

teachable moment. One Sunday morning when the young Robert Blair (prior to 

his conversion to Christ) had stayed home from church he looked out of the 

window to see “the sun brightly shining, and a cow with a full udder.” Blair 

remembered that the sun was made to give light and the cow to give milk, which 

made him realize how little he understood the purpose of his own life. Shortly 

thereafter, he was converted while listening to a sermon. 

There was no place where the Puritans did not find God. They were always open 

to what Baxter called “a drop of glory” that God might allow to fall upon their 

souls. 

C. S. Lewis wrote enthusiastically of “the beautiful, cheerful integration of 

[William] Tyndale’s world. He utterly denies the medieval distinction between 

religion and secular life.” Such integration is one of the most attractive features of 

the Puritans. Their goal was an ordered and disciplined daily life that integrated 

personal piety, corporate life, everyday work, and the worship of God. 2  

                                                 
2 https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/original-puritan-work-ethic 

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/original-puritan-work-ethic
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Whether or not we agree with the full doctrinal standings of the Puritan’s, there 

interpretation of the Doctrine of Vocation is hard to argue against when you consider the 

writings of the Apostle Paul: 

23 
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

24 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 
for you serve the Lord Christ.  

Christians ought to be of the sort that they are sought out as employees. The world 

ought to find in them men and women of integrity, who will go the extra mile, serve with 

a heart of gratitude, and perform honestly in every situation. They ought to be the most 

trustworthy and dependable of any employee an employer could ever have.   

Paul then closes this section out in chapter 4, verse 1 by speaking to the masters or 

employers: 

Colossians 4 
1 
Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you 

also have a Master in heaven. 

IN the same vein of thought as to the value of a Christian employee, Christian 

employers ought to be the best to work for, because they treat their employees with 

respect, they pay them a good and fair wage, the working conditions should be as best 

as possible, and the response of the employer to the employee ought to be continually 

covered with grace and filled with mercy. 

So, the last of the questions is once again a two parter: 

As an employee, are you one that your employer knows beyond a shadow of a 

doubt that he can trust wholly and completely? Are you an individual of integrity, 

giving above and beyond, with the knowledge that your work is unto the Lord and 

not just to a man or for a pay check? 

Secondly, as an employer, is your treatment of your employees and financial 

benefit of working for you one that is characteristic of the grace and mercy that 

has been shown to you by your Master in Heaven? Would you like to be 

compensated in glory, the same way you compensate your employees? 
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