
When we were last here in Colossians, we finished up chapter 2. We need to take the 

time this evening to look once again at the last few verses of that chapter.  

As I shared with you then, we have a great problem with accompanying spiritual 

dangers when we try to make our relationship with Jesus into a system of religious 

actions, or even requirements.  

We need to clearly understand and be clear in our understanding that our relationship 

with Christ is not based on the Law or rules and regulations. We need to fully 

comprehend what that means to us and what it does not mean.  

For instance, if we look at the last few verses of chapter 2, we read beginning at verse 

18 – 

Colossians 2 
18 

Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and 

worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, 

vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
19 

and not holding fast to the Head, 

from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and 
ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. 

20 
Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, 

why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to 

regulations-- 
21 

"Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle," 
22 

which all 

concern things which perish with the using--according to the 

commandments and doctrines of men? 

23 
These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed 

religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value 

against the indulgence of the flesh. 

I mean let’s face it, if my mind is leaning towards being carnal, I read a passage like this 

and my mind focuses on only a few of these words:  

 Let no one cheat you…, 

 After all, they’re all puffed up by their own fleshly mind.., 

 Why do you subject yourselves to regulations-- 
21 

"Do not touch, do not 

taste, do not handle," 

 Besides that, all those rules and regulations, are simply according to the 

commandments and doctrines of men? 



And since that’s the case, I ought to be able to live any way I want to live, and not worry 

about it.  

But the problem with that is very clear. Actually there are multiple problems to that – 

it’s what some have called “stinkin’ thinkin’”. 

The first issue comes from the fact that if you are a Child of the King, you ought to live 

like a Child of the King… and not a son or daughter of Satan. Your life and life choices 

ought to work towards always bringing glory and honor to Christ, your LORD. 

The second issue comes in not reading all that Paul declared in that passage. In other 

words skipping some words and focusing in on others. Even though he did say, “Let no 

one cheat you…, and that those who bring these rules and continually declare the Law 

are vainly puffed up by their fleshly mind”; he also by inference, encouraged us to 

hold fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by 

joints and ligaments, grow with the increase that is from God. 

Paul also spoke that all those rules and regulations, are not what we need in order to 

control the appetite of the flesh. Outside regulations do nothing to change the inner 

man.  

But when it comes to simply throwing all the rules and regulations out and living 

antinomian (or against the Law) we find ourselves in a great danger. Simply because 

our sin is forgiven, doesn’t give us the freedom to continue to sin. Paul dealt with that in 

Romans 6 –  

Romans 6 
1 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 

2 

Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?  

11 
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 

body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
13 

And do not present your members 

as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as 

being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God. 



So you see, to even begin to infer that Paul felt that you and I should no longer have 

some sort of moral conduct and direction in our lives is totally wrong. It is the height of 

“Stinkin’ thinkin’”. 

Even in Paul’s day some within the Church had actually started to move that way. With 

the understanding that they were no longer confined by the Law, they became what it 

known as “Antinomian”. The word antinomianism comes from the Greek anti, against, 

and nomos, law.  It is the unbiblical practice of living without regard to the 

righteousness of God, and using God's grace as a license to sin. 

Although a bit lengthy, to help you understand the issue at hand, let’s look at one 

source’s explanation of Antinomianism: 

Antinomianism has been a point of doctrinal contention in the history of Christianity, 

especially in Protestantism, given the Protestant belief in justification through faith 

alone versus justification on the basis of merit or good works or works of mercy. Most 

Protestants consider themselves saved without having to keep the commandments of 

the Mosaic Law as a whole; that is, their salvation does not depend upon keeping the Mosaic 

Law. However, salvific faith is generally seen as one that produces obedience, consistent 

with (the statement by reformed theologian R.C. Sproul), "We are justified by faith alone but 

not by a faith that is alone…," 

The term antinomianism was coined by Martin Luther during the Reformation to criticize 

extreme interpretations of (“salvation by grace alone, through faith alone in, in Christ 

alone.”) In the 18th century, John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist tradition, severely 

attacked antinomianism.  

There is within the understandings of Protestant Theology, both a Moral Law and a Mosaic Law. We 

understand that the Believer should still adhere to the Moral Law, for it is nothing less that the Law of 

Christ. 

Methodist commentator Adam Clarke held, "The Gospel proclaims liberty from the 

ceremonial law, but binds you still faster under the moral law. To be freed from the 

ceremonial law is Gospel liberty; to pretend freedom from the moral law is Antinomianism."  

And thus we find in the teachings of Jesus (John 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My 

commandments); and we find it in the writings of the Apostles to keep the 

commandments, but what they are speaking of within the context of their declarations is 

the Moral Commandments, not the Mosaic Commandments. Paul will make that very 

clear for us as we move into chapter 3. Remember the chapter and verse breaks were 

placed in the Greek manuscripts in the 1500’s. They were not placed there by the 



Apostle Paul. They were put in place simply to assist you and I in locating the same 

passage.  

So with that being said, let’s look together at Colossians chapter 3. Here Paul begins to 

wrap up this whole idea of not being tied to the Mosaic Law, but still living according to 

the Moral Law… 

Colossians 3 
1 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 

where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

To begin with, “if then” would better be interpreted as “since then”. It is a conditional 

phrase, but not one where Paul is doubting their salvation. He’s not writing to them here 

on a foundation of doubt, but on a foundation of assurance – Since you were raised 

with Christ. This foundation of assurance should draws them to action –  

“Seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 

hand of God. 2 
Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

Paul is telling them since you stand on the firm foundation of faith in Christ, set your 

mind and attention on the things of Christ. He also refers to the exalted place and 

position of Christ, sitting at the right hand of God. This is His seat of divine authority 

because He has defeated the forces of evil and death.1 

Throughout the New Testament we see this reality as the place of Christ’ exaltation and 

glory: 

Rom 8:34  

(Christ, who is) at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for 
us. 

Ephesians 1:20  

Seated (Christ) at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

Hebrews 1:3  

When Christ had purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, 
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Hebrews 8:1  

We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens, 

1 Peter 3:22 (Christ), who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 

 

That’s why we don’t look to the Law to save. Instead…  

Hebrews 12:2 

…we keep “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 

has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

 

We look UNTO Him, because of His lofty position.  

We look UP to Him because of our temporary position…  

Back here in Colossians 3, Paul reminds us of the hope that awaits us, and because of 

that HOPE, how we should then be living… Not to gain the hope, but because we have 

the HOPE… 

He tells us –  

3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life 

appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

Let me ask you, “Are you truly looking forward to that day?” 

If you are, or since you are, “Are you actually living like you are truly looking forward to 

that day?” 

Paul reminds us here, that since you are… therefore… 

5 
Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 

uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
6 

Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience, 

7 
in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 

This is now an action we are to take in the process of our sanctification. The process of 

putting these things to death is through the process of starvation. We are called as 



Believers, because of our position in Christ and to bring glory and honor to Christ, we are to no 

longer continually feed these fleshly passions of our life. We are to put them in check. It is 

through the empowering work of the Holy Spirit, but it is also through the choices and influences 

we allow in our lives. The direction we walk when the Spirit of God declares, “This is the 

way, walk ye in it,” displays our obedience and commitment to the things of God. And 

just as the Lord spoke to Israel through Isaiah the Prophet – 

Isaiah 30 
21 

Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in 

it," Whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left. 
22 

You will also defile the covering of your graven images of silver, and the 

ornament of your molded images of gold. You will throw them away as an 

unclean thing; you will say to them, "Get away!" 
23 

Then He will give the 

rain for your seed with which you sow the ground, and bread of the increase 

of the earth; it will be fat and plentiful. In that day your cattle will feed in 

large pastures. 

What He speaks of there is a walk of relationship, not of rules and regulations. Yet there 

is the responsibility within that relationship to be found obedient and faithful to His call in 

our lives. And there is a blessing that comes from our obedience.  

But we must choose to walk in obedience out of love, not out of constraint. Because we 

love and we make choices and follow through with action – back in Colossians 3:8 

8 
But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, 

blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 
9 
Do not lie to one another, 

since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 
10 

and have put on the 

new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who 

created him, 
11 

where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in 
all. 

These are the actions of one who loves the Lord and desires to please Him. These 

aren’t directives to only a few, or to a particular nation or sub-group. Paul makes it clear, 

this is the Word of the Lord to all who love Him. All who come to Christ in faith are now 

accounted as Chosen People. And as His Chosen Ones, we live a life that is fully 

dedicated to the Lord on the inside, as well as the outside; in our relationship with Him 



as we surrender our human and fleshly passions; and in our relationship with others 

here on this earth, by clothing ourselves correctly. 

And what are the garments the Chosen one wear?  

Paul tells us very clearly that it is a multi-layered garment… 

Colossians 3 
12 

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

How can we not forgive others, once we fully understand the depth of His forgiveness 

towards ourselves?  

Some might say, “Oh, but I wasn’t so bad…”  

Then you haven’t fully considered the depth of Christ’s sacrifice FOR YOU! You were so 

wretched and filthy in your sin and rebellion that the very spotless Lamb of God, Jesus 

Christ, the righteous One, had to become your sacrificial Lamb, to pay for your sin and 

by the payment of His precious blood acquire for you forgiveness and eternal life.  

Now, who is it that you are having a hard time forgiving? 

 

14 
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity. 

In other words, wrap this all up in agape… The agape of God ought to be the first thing 

people see in us. They may not always respond to it, but that doesn’t change the fact 

that our lives ought to be wrapped up in surrounded by and covered completely with the 

love and heart of God… 

 

He then follows up with three very clear directives – 

15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace. And be thankful. 



 

 

16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 

with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

 

 

17 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,  

 

do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus…,  

 

giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 


