
Thankful 
Colossians 1:3-12 

 

As we continue on in our series on the Letters in Chains: the Epistles of Colossians, 

Philemon, Philippians and Ephesians; a couple of weeks ago we started the first book in 

the series, the book of Colossians. I shared with you that the book of Colossians is a 

sort of “condensed version of the book of Ephesians.” Many of the same issues and 

doctrinal stances as Ephesians will be found in the book of Colossians, but here we will 

have “less chapters and a lot less words… Many if not all the same truths and warnings, but 

placed inside a smaller package.” 

Although Paul wasn’t the one who started this Church, he was familiar with some of the 

issues they dealt with. His love for the people and for the truth of God’s Word spurred 

him on to write this letter to the Church: a letter of correction and a letter of 

encouragement. 

We looked at the first couple of verses last time, his initial greeting and pastoral blessing 

to the Church –  

1 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, 
2 
to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colossae: 

grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

They were not only fellow Believers in Jesus Christ as the Savior, but Paul also 

considered them to be faithful brethren. In other words, the testimony of their lives had 

preceded them… Paul had heard about it even before seeing any of them face to face. 

As I thought of this passage, I thought of the same testimony that I see in this 

fellowship. And as I thought of it, I felt led to take the opportunity to brag a little bit here 

about this Church, Calvary Chapel of Casa Grande. I was reminded just this past week 

about the faithfulness of this Body of Believers.  

Someone had shared with Tot, my wife, how they had come to this Church from a 

church much larger in size, but they were surprisingly impressed by all the various 



ministries we have going… they were impressed with the liveliness of the Church and 

the love of Christ that seemed so evident. And then this past week I was talking with 

some of the ministry leaders and was once again reminded how many lives are actually 

involved in the work of the ministry here at CCCG. 

Did you know that we currently have right at 100 of our people actively involved in our 

weekly small group, home Bible studies – our 2Forty2 Ministry. This includes 8-9 

couples serving as host families, opening up their home every week to 8, 10, or 12 

individuals for Bible Studies. Then along with that we have 8-10 couples who serve as 

facilitators of those groups. That’s every week. 

Along with directing the ministry of 2Forty2, Pastor Leo Holt also ministers at and directs 

our convalescent home ministry. Every Sunday we hold two services at the Oasis 

Pavilion Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, Frank and Ellen Defusco at 9:00AM and 

Leo and Tiffany Holt at 2:00. But along with them there are 6-10 from the Body of 

CCCG praying for, serving, and loving those who are patients, staff and family members 

of the facility. What a great testimony of sacrifice, service, and love. 

Then every Sunday at about 1:00 we have 6-15 volunteers, sometimes entire families 

that join with Pastor Robert at our Homeless ministry in the park, feeding, clothing, 

visiting with and praying for those who are going through some of the toughest times of 

life. 

Every Tuesday night or Wednesday morning we have 25-30 women as a part of Tot 

Landry’s ongoing Mid-week Bible studies, as well as 10-12 ladies doing a Precepts 

Ministry Bibles study with Christine Geary every Thursday morning. And our women’s 

Prayer group every Tuesday morning, as well as Sandy Lundberg and the Dress-a-Girl 

ministry on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays. 

The Men of Valor, our Men’s Ministry directed by “Smitty” Smith through the Sons of 

Thunder ministry, touches to the stomach, heart, mind and soul of 25-35 men every 

Tuesday morning at 6:45 through Breakfast, Bible study and fellowship. The Men of 

Valor also have a variety of sub-groups led by a host of men, set-up to effectively serve 

the Church and the community in a variety of ways. 



Sue Phillips has been serving as our Sunday School Director and VBS Coordinator for 

several years. Coordinating a dozen or so Sunday School teachers, ordering curriculum 

for all age groups, and planning events like our yearly VBS that will encourage the 

children and place within their hearts a love for Jesus and His Word. Janice Woodruff 

coordinates our nursery and has several rotating volunteers that she works with to make 

certain that our littlest of children are cared for and loved. 

Pastor Eric and Josh and Cassie Smith, as well as a host of other adults minister to our 

Youth from Junior High through High School – sharing with them the love of God 

through the study of the Word, acts of service to this Body and other areas, as well as 

times of fun and fellowship.  

Six, eight and sometimes as many as ten adults give of their time every Wednesday 

night to our Genesis Kid’s Children’s ministry. Each one of them committed to serving 

the Lord by serving His Church through the area of Children’s ministries. 

Through the faithful service of those like Joyce Davis and her other volunteers we are 

able to feed dozens every Wednesday evening during our fellowship Meal time before 

the service. It couldn’t be done without the volunteers to assist in the set-up and the 

clean-up. 

Every time we come together for services our Worship Team under the lead of Jake 

Carnes allows us to bring corporate Praise and Worship to our King of kings and Lord of 

lords. Through the faithful sacrifice of time and talents of the team members we are 

blessed throughout the year and even during special services as they man (or woman) 

the sound booth and video projectors. 

Ken Bowlyn and Rachel Taylor give of their talents and time to bring us some of the 

best video announcements available to any Church, prepare our videos for YouTube, 

continually update the Church website, Facebook page and Groups, Instagram, and 

Spotify. All of this under the direction of Pastor Eric Kluth.  

God blessed us four years ago with 91.1FM, a full power FM radio station, touching the 

entire Casa Grande Valley with some of the best Biblical teaching available, words of 

encouragement, and special programing, as well as solid praise and worship music. All 



of this under the direction of Karen Stam, the radio Station Manager and Bruce 

Lorentzen, our Program Director, as well as dozens of others who have assisted 

through the years. 

We have several who regularly give of their time to clean, repair, and upgrade our 

facilities, taking care of the property inside and out.   

Whenever there is a need made known, many of you are quick to volunteer to bring 

meals, give rides and assist wherever and whenever necessary to those you know and 

those whom you’ve never met.  

Joe and Rachel Lopez and the Cuppa’ Blessing refreshments and fellowship time every 

Sunday morning; our Saturday night and Sunday morning faithful Ushers and greeters, 

our Welcome Center folks, our after service Prayer Partners and so much more and I 

know that I’m leaving out some of the names and ministries.  

If you are currently serving here at Calvary as a volunteer… would you please stand. 

Also, through the years scores of individuals have volunteered to go on mission trips; 

most of the time at their own expense. We’ve had teams go to Thailand, Mexico 

(multiples of times), to tornado ravaged Joplin, Missouri, the hurricane damaged 9th 

Ward of New Orleans, south western coastline of Mississippi, the communities south of 

Houston, TX, and rain flooded Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

This coming December we are doing an evangelistic outreach in the form of a Soccer 

Camp down in Mazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico. Already a dozen or so have volunteered to 

be a part of that outreach – but, there’s still room for more.  

Then in July, Pastor Eric will be leading a group as we join with Vison for Eternity to 

touch the hearts of hundreds of souls in Honduras. Do you have your Passport yet? 

All of these things plus the continuous acts of love and compassion that we see week in 

and week out here at Calvary. Each of you as a portion of this Body of Believers, each 

of you dealing with your own struggles, victories and defeats, personal and family cares, 

as well as your spiritual journey – each of us at a variety of levels, yet you continually 

show the love of Jesus to those around you.  



With that I can heartily say with the Apostle Paul, to the saints and faithful brethren in 

Christ who are in CCCG: grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

And I can easily continue on as Paul does in verse 3 --  

3 
We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying 

always for you, 
4 
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your 

love for all the saints; 
5 
because of the hope which is laid up for you in 

heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 
6 

which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth 

fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of 

God in truth; 
7 
as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, 

who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 
8 
who also declared to us 

your love in the Spirit. 

Paul said he had already heard of their faith and of their love. He knew that it was 

because they had a solid hope.  

Norman Geisler states that –  

Faith is the soul looking upward to God;  

Love looks outward to others;  

Hope looks forward to the future
1 

 

That hope that you have and the hope that the Church in Colossae had is based on the 

reliability of the truth that is the Word of God, the word of the truth of the gospel. The 

actions of the Church in Colossae weren’t acts done to “hopefully” obtain salvation, but 

because of the hope that was already in them because they BELIEVED. Their 

relationship with God was sealed just like yours is sealed, just like Abraham’s was 

sealed –  

Romans 4 
3 
For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was 

accounted to him for righteousness." 

                                            
1
 Norman L. Geisler, “Colossians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. 

B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 669. 
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Paul tells the Church that they had heard the word of the truth of the gospel. They not 

only heard the word, but they responded to the word and their lives were changed. Paul 

said their lives were showing evidence of the power of the Gospel, “(just) as it has also 

in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit. The Church at Colossae was showing 

evidence that they heard not only with their ears, they heard with their hearts. And once 

they heard, they had received the truth of the Gospel into their lives, knowing the grace 

of God in truth. 

The testimony of this Church, of the Body of Christ that called Colossae home impacted 

the heart of the Apostle, just as the Body of Christ that calls CCCG home has impacted 

my heart. And so along with Tot, we can pray with Paul –  

9 
For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for 

you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 

wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 

that you may walk worthy of the 

Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in 

the knowledge of God; 
11 

strengthened with all might, according to His 

glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 
12 

giving thanks 

to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in the light. 

 

When you look at what he writes here it is a four-fold prayer with some additional 

thoughts: 

1. That they would be filled with the knowledge of His will 

a. In all Wisdom and   

b. In all Spiritual understanding     

Both of these are an evidence of the presence and infilling of the Holy Spirit. The 

willingness of an individual to listen to and heed what the Spirit is speaking and doing in 

their lives. If I reject that still small voice of God’s Holy Spirit in my life, guess what: I’m 

not going to be walking in Wisdom… I’m going to be walking in my own human 

understanding. There will be no Spiritual understanding, because that is only available 

when I submit myself to the way and will of the Holy Spirit of God. 



Once I do submit myself to the continual direction and leading of His Spirit, the 

knowledge that fills my life isn’t just human logic and temporal understanding, I begin to 

have an eternal perspective on this world. I begin to develop a true Biblical World View. 

I begin to see and understand things from the perspective of the heart of God, not this 

heart of flesh. 

He prays…  

2.  That they would walk worthy of the Lord  

a. fully pleasing Him,     

b. being fruitful in every good work and     

c. increasing in the knowledge of God   

How do I walk worthy of the Lord, by walking in obedience – fully pleasing Him. When 

we walk in the flesh, guess what: we will never be able to fully please Him. It is only 

through obedience that we can anticipate the Father’s good pleasure. Even doing good 

things, if it’s not what He is directing and leading, we are only pleasing our own flesh or 

our own human logic. Don’t even pause to consider that you can please God by doing 

anything less than His perfect will. 

Do you remember the words of the Father in reference to Jesus? 

"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

Why was the Father pleased with the Son? Because the Son did whatever the father 

desired.   

And as we are obedient to listen to and then obey the Words of the Father, as He 

speaks to us through His Word and through His Spirit, we will find that our lives really 

will be fruitful in every good work. Our lives will radiate the truth of Galatians 5:22 and 

the world will see love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control flowing from us, just as the Holy Spirit flows through us 

and touches the world around us. 



As that type of lifestyle and focus become the reality of our lives, then we will find 

ourselves increasing in the knowledge of God. We are able to hear the Spirit of God 

clearer, we are able to discern more consistently, and we will truly grow in the grace and 

the knowledge of our Lord and Savior… the very knowledge of God.  

But Paul knew that obedience, knowledge and the right mind set wasn’t enough. He 

prayed that5 they might also be 

    3. That they would be strengthened with all might 

a. according to His glorious power,  

i.  for all patience and  

ii.  longsuffering with joy 

I don’t know if you’ve caught on yet or not, but it's not by your might or by your strength. 

But it is by His Spirit. When an individual surrenders their live to Jesus Christ, it is 

clearly stated that we are to die to self and the the flesh. Therefore, as a dead man, you 

have no strength. Therefore we realize that all our strength comes from God. We don’t 

try to impress ourselves or anyone else for that matter. The moment I feel I have 

strength over a temptation, I’m trusting in the flesh and not in the One who is my 

strength. 

Psalm 73:26 declares it plainly 

My flesh and my heart fail. But God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever. 

The next area we need strength is for all patience. 

Did you know that patience is a fruit of the Spirit. Its part of that longsuffering from events 

coming from the outside and self-control for events coming from the inside. The strength 

of the Holy Spirit working in us allows us to be able to have patience with the outside world 

and all of its attacks and disappointments. We are not citizens of this world. We are aliens!! 

And while we are here, we need patient endurance to withstand the stack of the enemy and 

frailty of this temporary world. 



While we are here, we also need to have patience with our inner man who is continually 

being renewed. Paul prayed a similar prayer for the Church of Ephesus... 

Ephesians 3:16 

That the Lord would grant them, according to the riches of His glory to be 
strengthened with might through His Spirit, in the inner man... 

Why, do we need strength in the inner man, because it is the weak link in the chain. Christ 

is the strong One. We need to be renewed daily in Him and we need to have patience so 

we don’t give up hope in the middle of the process. 

And that brings us to the other portion of the strength that we need — longsuffering with 

joy. 

Nehemiah 8:9 

The people had just heard the Word of the Lord read for the first time in years. In their guilt 

and shame they began to mourn, but they were forgetting that the Lord allowed them to find 

the Word and receive it, in order that they would know the greatness of the One who had 

called them and continued to work and move in their life. They were no more able to keep 

the whole of the Law than you or I can. There for Nehemiah, Ezra and the Levites told the 

people, “Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

In our lives, we will have plenty of issues that come against us, but the reality of the hope 

that we have needs to be the overwhelming factor of our lives. Even in threat of death, we 

need to realize that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. This isn’t a 

morbid thought of, “well let me end it all now...” No, this is the assurance that we have that 

there is nothing the enemy can do to rob the the relationship we have with the Savior. He 

may rob our JOY, but that’s only if we listen to him. 

We will have seasons of sorrow and seasons of grief. We know that from the words of 

Solomon in Ecclesiastes and from the Psalmist... 

Psalm 30:4-5 



“Sing praise to the Lord, you saints of His, and give thanks at the remembrance 

of His Holy name. For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for LIF. 
Weeping may may endure for the night, but _____ comes in the morning.”  

 

Lastly Paul prays for them... 

4. That they would continually be giving thanks to the Father    

 A life of Thankfulness... in all things giving thanks 

who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the 

light. 

 

If there was nothing else in our life, that would be enough... 
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