
 

Christ and the Mystery of the Gospel 
Colossians 1:19-29 

 

Colossians 1 
19 

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 
20 

and 

by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth 

or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.  

As we looked at this portion at the end of our study last time, I shared that although it it 

pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness (of the Deity) should dwell in Christ, 

yet it was also the plan of the Father to reconcile all things back to Himself through the 

sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. 

We spoke a lot about the Deity of Jesus, so I’ll not cover that tonight, but simply bring 

your attention to that message and that truth.  

I touched lightly on how the world, not just mankind, but all of creation needed to be 

reconciled back to God. Those who were created in perfection had sinned and became 

spoiled and rebelled against the plans and the purposes of God. 

And once sin entered into creation through Adam in the Garden, the whole of creation 

began to moan, and continues to moan today, waiting for the completion of sin and the 

return of God’s Kingdom rule. All is spoiled by sin and only in and through Christ can the 

ministry of reconciliation be made complete. 

When Paul states here in verse 19: it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness 

should dwell, the fullness is the Greek word, plḗrōma and refers to that which fills, such 

as “entirety,” “mass,” “totality,” “full measure,” “completion”. We also find the sense in 

shipping industry as “what is filled” or a fully laden ship (i.e. fully manned or completely filled 

with cargo).
1
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The very entirety of the Godhead dwelt in Christ with full measure, nothing missing and 

nothing limited – it was plḗrōma, “full measure,” a total “completion”. He is God in human 

flesh. 

And when Paul speaks of Christ “reconciling all things to Himself …things on earth 

or things in heaven...,” we need to see that when he speaks of reconciling all things to 

Himself, this accounts for every created thing. The only things that are ruled out would 

be those who have had a final rejection of the Gospel, as well as the fallen angels and 

of course Satan himself. Yet, they too must bow the knee to Jesus at the end of times.  

They don’t bow in worship. They bow in absolute surrender to their eternal fate, but 

much too late for redemption. 

Paul speaks the same idea in the book of Philippians – 

Philippians 2  
9 
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which 

is above every name, 
10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 

those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
11 

and 

that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

For those who have rejected Him, their end is a confession without redemption. For 

those who have received Him by faith, theirs is a confession unto or because of 

redemption. 

Even the earth itself, and all of creation (the animals and all) await the time of the 

reconciliation – 

Ro 8:19  
19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing 

of the sons of God. 
20 

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 

but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 
21 

because the creation itself 

also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God. 
22 

For we know that the whole creation groans 
and labors with birth pangs together until now. 

Creation and the creature waits to be reconciled, however, for you and I through faith in 

Christ, we ARE reconciled. The process for us is both present and future.  



 

POSITIONALLY: We are right now reconciled through faith in Christ. 

PRACTICALLY: This is yet to take place in its completeness. 

It was through His death burial and resurrection that reconciliation became available to 

those who would come to Him in faith.   

21 
And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now He has reconciled 
22 

in the body of His flesh through death, 
to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- 

Positionally: we are holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight. 

Practically: we still carry around this carcass of death.  

It is a process that the Lord works through and in us. 

It is the work of sanctification. The Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible refers to the New 

Hampshire Baptist Confession (1833) for a definition of Sanctification.  

 

Article X of the Confession states: 

“We believe that Sanctification is the process by which, according to the will of God, we 

are made partakers of his holiness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in 

regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence and power of 

the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of the appointed means—

especially the Word of God, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness, and prayer” (Article 

X). 

 

Baker goes on to explain: 
This definition helps us to distinguish sanctification from regeneration in that the latter 

speaks of the inception (or beginning) of the Christian life; but sanctification is thus also 

distinguished from glorification which focuses on the consummation (or final state) of God’s 

work in the believer. Put quite simply, then, regeneration refers to the beginning, 

sanctification to the middle, and glorification to the end in the “order of salvation.”
2
 

  

The Westminster Catechism of 1646 adds to our understanding of the work of 

Sanctification, by speaking of the continual battle we face during the process of 

sanctification, while still clothed with this mortal flesh.  
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It reads: 

This sanctification is throughout, in the whole man; yet imperfect in this life, there 

abiding still some remnants of corruption in every part; whence ariseth a continual and 

irreconcilable war, the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. 

In which war, although the remaining corruption, for a time, may much prevail; yet, 

through the continual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ, the regenerate 

part doth overcome; and so, the saints grow in grace; perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
3 

 

Before Christ, we were wicked and caught in the bondage of our own sinfulness and 

wickedness. When we came to Christ, His sacrifice was imputed or attributed to our 

lives. We who were wicked are now covered by the blood of His sacrifice in the same 

way as the Priest would sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on the Ark of the Covenant in 

the Old Testament. Inside the Ark was the Ten Commandments (the Stone Tablets), the 

writings of the Law that was against us. But, the writer of Hebrews tells us the fullness 

of the power of the blood of Christ has brought redemption, that we might be reconciled 

to a Holy and Righteous God – 

Hebrews 9:11,14-15 
11 

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this 

creation… 
14 

how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God? 
15 

And for this reason He is the 

Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the 

transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may 

receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.   

That means that the completed work of reconciliation is now ours. Our hope isn’t in 

something that might be… it is in the awaiting for something that is to be. 

Then Paul adds in verse 23 a phrase that has caused many to be confused.  

 
23 

if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not 

moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was 

preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a 
minister. 
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Some look at the statement here, “if indeed you continue in the faith” and believe it 

to be an if-then statement. But in the reality of the Greek sentence structure, it is better 

understood within the context of Paul’s statement here and overall Pauline doctrine that 

it is actually a since/then statement –  

In the Greek, there is something called a “condition of the first class” which in the most 

simplest of understanding means “it has been determined as fulfilled.”  

Richard R. Melick, in the New American Commentary states:  

His words, “if you continue,” are significant. They are part of a first-class conditional 

sentence in Greek. Some have suggested that the construction implies an element of 

doubt. However, there is no doubt about the outcome of the condition. Paul fully 

expected them to continue in the faith… Two factors support Paul’s optimism in this 

context, one grammatical and the other theological.
4 

Max Anders, in the Holman New Testament Commentary  

The if of verse 23 should not be misunderstood. This verse is not saying that we will be 

presented holy and blameless if we remain faithful, as if our eternal salvation depends on 

our performance. The Greek construction of the if is not an expression of doubt but an 

expression of confidence and is better translated as since. Paul is not in doubt about 

whether the Colossians will remain faithful (see Col. 2:5). He is confident that because 

they have understood what it means to be reconciled they will remain faithful to the 

gospel that reconciled them.
5 

Now Paul moves on to speak of his ministry to the Colossians and to the whole Church 

in general –  

24 
I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is 

lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the 

church, 
25 

of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from 

God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 
26 

the mystery 

which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been 

revealed to His saints. 

Being careful once again to understand what Paul is saying and what he isn’t saying. 

With the weight of all of Paul’s other writings, and his own admission of his own 

personal unworthiness, there is no way Paul is saying that he is somehow completing 

the work of salvation that Christ was not able to complete.  
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This would make one of two false statements true:  

1. That Paul has become a co-redeemer with Christ, by completing the work of 

redemption, or  

2. That Paul had to finish up his own redemption, because the work of Christ was 

insufficient. 

Neither of these is the case.  

What Paul is simply referring to is the ongoing realty of the persecution that comes to 

anyone who continually proclaims the truth of the Gospel. Just as he wrote to Timothy; 

after stating some of the particular persecutions he had recently been through, the 

Apostle states:  

2 Timothy 3 
12 

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution.    

Secondly, I believe we can all agree that the message of salvation and redemption 

didn’t physically go to all people during the life of and directly through the mouth of the 

Lord Jesus. His ministry was limited in time and space – three and a half years at most 

and the area of Judea (including Galilee and Samaria) was as far as he traveled.  

Therefore, what Paul refers to is the fact of the message of the Gospel is now extending 

beyond the confines of Judea and in that, the reality of persecution coming upon him 

and the others who were called into such a ministry. 

Paul directly relates his ministry and suffering as being for the benefit of the Church – 

the Church at Colossae, as well as the Church in general – for the sake of His body, 

which is the church.     

“…to fulfill the word of God” could be referring to the words of Ananias, as he had 

come to minister to Paul while he sat blind in the house in Damascus, telling him how 

many things he must suffer for Christ’s sake (Acts 9:16); or it may simply be the 

messages Paul himself had received during his missionary journey, some by direct 



 

revelation, and others through a variety of individuals who were given prophetic 

utterances, warning him of dangers yet to come. 

Remember, as Paul is writing this letter, he is under house arrest in the great city of 

Rome. There is a portion of freedom, but he is not free to travel as he had done in his 

younger days.    

In verse 26 he speaks of  

26 
the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but 

now has been revealed to His saints. 27 
To them God willed to make known 

what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

Actually we find that Paul writes often about that mystery, but the clearest passage is 

found in Ephesians 3, beginning in verse 1. If you will remember, I told you that 

Colossians is a condensed version of the book of Ephesians with many of the same 

doctrines and instruction, but only with fewer words and a limited explanation. Here is a 

perfect example of Ephesians being the expanded version.  

Look with me at Ephesians 3.  

Ephesians 3 
1 
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles-- 

2 
if 

indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was 

given to me for you, 
3 
how that by revelation He made known to me the 

mystery (as I have briefly written already, 
4 
by which, when you read, you 

may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 
5 
which in other 

ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by 

the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 
6 
that the Gentiles should be 

fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ 

through the gospel, 
7 
of which I became a minister according to the gift of 

the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power. 
8 
To me, 

who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9 
and to 

make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning 

of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus 

Christ; 
10 

to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made 

known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
11 

according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus 



 

our Lord, 
12 

in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 

faith in Him. 
13 

Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations 
for you, which is your glory. 

Here he is pretty much saying the same thing as he did in Colossians 1:24-27 

Back in Colossians 1, Paul ends this section up with these words 

28 
Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, 

that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 
29 

To this end I also 
labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily. 

Warning,  

Teaching,  

With an anticipation of presentation,  

Laboring,  

Striving 


