
Who is Jesus? 

Colossians 1:13-20 

Last time we were here in the book of Colossians, we covered verses 2-12 of chapter 1. 

The last portion of that passage Paul wrote about the prayer that he continually prays 

for that Church. It’s found in verses 9-12 

9 
For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for 

you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 

wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 

that you may walk worthy of the 

Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in 

the knowledge of God; 
11 

strengthened with all might, according to His 

glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 
12 

 giving thanks 

to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the 

saints in the light. 

When we pause to consider it, that prayer is a great demonstration of the heart of a 

pastor for his flock: 

1. That the Body of Believers would be filled with the knowledge of Christ  

a. Growing in spiritual wisdom  

b. Growing in spiritual understanding 

2. That the everyday life of the Church would be a demonstration of their faith, as 

they walk worthy of the Lord   

a. Being found obedient 

b. Being found fruitful in our life 

c. Continually growing in our knowledge of God, the Father    

3.  That in their spiritual life they wouldn’t be doing battle in their own strength,  

a. But be strengthened with all might, 

b. All of that according to (God’s) glorious power      

i. Having all patience and  

ii. Longsuffering in the midst of the battle 

iii. And all of that with joy. (We will look more into that aspect as we 

get into Colossians) 



4. And in and through all things Paul gave thanks and glory to the Father who has 

qualified (them) to be partakers of the inheritance.                               

All of that message can be heard from the October 2 service, online at the website or on 

the APP under Video Archives. 

Tonight we move a little further into the letter, not racing through it but trying to take it in 

a process that covers the thought and heart of the Apostle to the Church at Colossae 

and for us today. S 

We are going to be looking t the question tonight, “Who is Jesus?” You might think its a 

simple answer, but many throughout the world don’t know that answer.  

Many religious people don’t know the answer.  

Many pseudo-Christian groups have the wrong. 

And many Believers, don’t know how the answer the question or give reason for their 

faith. 

So, if you have your Bibles, please turn to Colossians 1 and we will now pick the letter 

up at verse 13. 

13 
He (God) has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us 

into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
14 

in whom we have redemption 

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
15 

He is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16 

For by Him all things were created 

that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created 

through Him and for Him. 
17 

And He is before all things, and in Him all 

things consist. 
18 

And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence. 
19 

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should 

dwell, 
20 

and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of 

His cross.  



Oh my, do you realize the power and theological depth of these eight verses? There is 

so much here that we could truly spend weeks dissecting and digesting these 145 or so 

Greek words.S 

In these few words we find the work of redemption (13-14), the Kingship of Jesus(13), 

the hope and the message of the Gospel (14), the deity of Jesus (15), the superiority of 

Jesus (15), the creative force of Jesus S 

(16), the eternality of Jesus (17), the Lordship and preeminence of Jesus over all things 

(18), the Triunity of the Godhead (19), the sacrifice, and thus the reconciliatory power of 

the blood of Christ, shed on the cross of Calvary (20). 

Each one of those phrases touch on some very heavy doctrinal issues. The first one is 

the work of redemption: He (God) has delivered us from the power of darkness and 

conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 

That is the work of redemption, to be delivered from darkness and conveyed into light; 

to be delivered from death and brought into life. Paul clearly uses the past tense as he 

declares that God has delivered us and all of this through the redemptive power of the 

blood of Jesus.  

The very word he uses for delivered: it’s not that we are some UPS package that gets 

dropped off at the door with the hopes that it’s the right address and no one steals it 

before the rightful owner is able to claim it.  

S.  Paul uses the word rhuŏmai, (rhoo´-om-ahee).  

The much more focused meaning of the word is that of rescuing. Even in the Model 

Prayer, Jesus teaches us to pray: “And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us 

from the evil one.” (Mt 6:13) – (Rescue us from the evil one.)  

Here in Colossians, Paul uses the past tense of the verb, He has delivered us. 

Previously, before we came to faith in the completed work of Jesus Christ, we were 



under the power of darkness, we lived in and were at in the camp of the enemy. 

But through faith in Jesus Christ, we were rescued and delivered – not only from the 

camp of the enemy, but also from his control over our lives. S 

In the past:  

 We were already dead in our trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1-5),  

 We already stood condemned (John 3:17-18),  

 “…we were already His enemies, (but now we are) reconciled to God by the 

death of his Son. (Rom. 5:10)  

S.  So, now in this present hour: 

 We have been conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love (Col. 1:13) 

 We have been called into His kingdom and glory (1 Thes. 2:12)  

 We have been called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (1Co 

1:9) 

 As children of that Kingdom, we have become “heirs; heirs of God, and joint-

heirs with Christ” (Ro 8:17) 

Guys, this is the completed work of Christ on the cross, that may be obtained by all who 

come by faith to accept and receive that payment, surrendering their lives to Him. 

Although we continue to wait in faith for that blessed promise, it is a sealed deal for all 

Believers. Sealed by the Holy Spirit for the promise yet to be revealed S 

 

Ephesians 1 
13 

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation; in whom also, having believed (past tense), you were sealed 

(past tense) with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
14 

who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession (future tense), 

to the praise of His glory. 

 



The work of Redemption, the Kingship of Jesus, and the hope and message of the 

Gospel. Beloved, all of that and more is found here in Colossians 1:13-14. But let’s 

move on shall we… 

In verse 15 we read: 
15 

He (speaking of Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. S Here we find the deity and supremacy of Jesus. And 

what a powerful truth that is. But let me tackle the second statement first, so as to clear 

up any confusion. 

When Paul states that Jesus is the firstborn over all creation, we need to understand 

first what he is NOT saying. He is not declaring that Jesus was created or birthed into 

existence, like the doctrine of the Jehovah Witness’s. Although it is true that as He took 

upon Himself human flesh, he did go through the human birth experience, but you must 

understand, he has been pre-existent for all eternity as a part of the Godhead. John 

tells us very clearly of the transition from His pre-existence to His earthly (and physical) 

appearance: S  

1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 
2 
He was in the beginning with God… 

14 
And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-2, 14) 

His existence is from eternity past, through eternity future. There was never a time when 

Jesus Christ was not, nor can there ever be a time when He ceases to be. So, what 

does Paul mean by Him being the firstborn over all creation? 

To have the title or position of S  being the “first born” is a place of honor and 

authority. In the Jewish culture, the first born had much to say about the events and 

direction of the family. But in the context of Paul’s statement, it is that plus a whole lot 

more.  It also speaks of the supremacy of Christ S  over all creation. It speaks of His 

absolute and unquestionable authority over all of creation.  



In the next few verses he spells out His supremacy even clearer for us. Look down at 

verses 16-18: 

16 
For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 

or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 
17 

And He is 

before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
18 

And He is the head of the 

body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 

all things He may have the preeminence. 

Can there really be any doubt about what Paul is S saying here? Jesus was not born 

nor created, He always has been with the Father and is the creative force of the 

Godhead.    

And with that truth, it leads us to the earlier portion of verse 15: 

15 
He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God…,”   

Once again, Paul S is not saying that Jesus is the model of God nor the mirror 

image of God. S He is clearly stating that when you see Jesus, you are looking at God 

in the form of human flesh. This speaks of the deity of Jesus. 

The scriptures are filled with direct and indirect references to the deity of Jesus. To list 

them all would take a session all unto itself and more. Therefore, let me limit it to a few 

of both the direct and indirect statements. 

Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 

Joh 20:28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"S  

Ro 9:5 (Speaking of the Israelites) of whom are the fathers and from whom, according 

to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 

Titus 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, S  



Heb 1:8 But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of 

righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom. 

But what about indirect references that would infer the deity of Christ?  

First of all, we often find that the names of Jehovah God are directed to or speaking in 

reference to Jesus Christ.  

S Isaiah speaks of the coming of the Child who is to be born –  

Isaiah 7 
14 

"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel (God with us). 
 

Isaiah 9 
6 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government 

will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

In speaking of the coming of Messiah, S Jeremiah the Prophet was led by the Holy 

Spirit to declare 

Jeremiah 23 
6 
In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is 

His name by which He will be called: THE LORD (Jehovah) OUR 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 

Again in Isaiah, but this time as he speaks of the message and ministry of John the 

Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus and His earthly ministry.S  Isaiah said John’s 

message would be – 

Isaiah 40 
3   

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD 

(Jehovah); make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
And we find that the Gospel writers Matthew, Mark, and Luke refer to the exact same 

passage in reference to John the Baptist and of the coming of Jesus Christ into ministry. 

 

The writer of Hebrews quotes S  from the Psalmist in Psalm 45:6 when he writes 



Hebrews 1 
8 
But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God (Jehovah), is forever and 

ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom. 

 

Even Paul, S  as he writes to Timothy clearly shows the relationship – 

1 Timothy 3 
16 

And without controversy (or without a doubt) great is the mystery of 

godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by 

angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 

in glory. 

 

The very words of Jesus attested to the fact that although S  He was the Son, He 

was God – 

John 5 
18 

Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had 

broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself 

equal with God. S   

John 8 
56 

"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was 

glad." 
57 

Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and 

have You seen Abraham?" 
58

 Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to 

you, before Abraham was, I AM." 
59 

Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went 
out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

 

And, in addition to these, the Bible in both the Old Testament, as it speaks of the 

coming Messiah of Israel, and the New Testament as it speaks that the Messiah of 

Israel was Jesus Christ, we find the attributes S  given to Jehovah were also attributed 

to Jesus – 

 Eternal (Isaiah 9:6; Micah 5:2; John 1:1–2; 8:58; 17:5; 24; Colossians 1:15, 17; 1 
John 1:1; Revelation 1:8);  



 Omnipresent (Matthew 18:20; 28:20; John 3:13)  

 Omniscient (John 2:24, 25; 16:30; 21:17; Revelation 2:23)  

 Omnipotent (Isaiah 9:6; Philippians 3:21; Revelation 1:8; cf. John 5:17; Hebrews 
1:3; Matthew 28:18) and  

 Immutable (Hebrews 1:10–12; 13:8) 

All of this also ties in to the Triunity of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 

Spirit. Most of these attributes are connected with all three members of the Trinity. 

As we finish with Colossians 1:19-20, we see that in these two simple verses such a 

powerfully rich and thick declaration. Those who reject Jesus or the Deity of Jesus 

cannot wiggle their way around it without sounding foolish or flat out denying the 

authority of the scripture –  

19 
For it pleased the Father that in Him (Jesus) all the fullness should dwell, 

20 
and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on 

earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His 

cross. 

It pleased the Father that all the fullness of the deity would dwell in Christ, yet it was 

also the plan of the Father to reconcile all things back to Himself through the sacrifice of 

Christ on the Cross. 

Once sin had entered into creation through Adam and Eve in the Garden, the whole of 

creation began to moan, and continues to moan today, waiting for the completion of sin 

and the return of God’s Kingdom rule. All was spoiled by sin and only in and through 

Christ can the ministry of reconciliation be made complete. S   

Peace was made by the violent shedding of blood. 

Life was given by the willingness of death 

All those who were lost in sin and shame, were brought near and offered the hope of 

forgiveness. 



But to some, the cross remains as foolishness. To some surrender is weakness. For 

some, to lay down their will and plans to follow Christ is totally irrational. And thus Paul 

also writes – 

1 Corinthians 1 
18 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.   

Oh, the paradox of both the power and the foolishness of the cross. For some, actually 

the greater portion of humanity: S   

 In their desire to be wise, they have become eternal fools 

 In their effort to be seen as strong, they have been eternally defeated by the evil 
one. 

 In the midst of their plans, they never understood until it was too late that there 

is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end of the thing is death 
(Proverbs 14: 12 and 16:25). 

 

S  Once again, much more than we can cover in this study in Colossians, but it is of 

great benefit if you are trying to witness to a Jehovah’s Witness or Mormon, or many 

times just a non-believer.  

Just as the book of Colossians speaks so clearly of the Preeminence and the 

Sufficiency of Christ, here in these verses Colossians 1, Paul strikes at the primary 

question everyone needs to ask for themselves – 

Who is Jesus? 


