
Letters in Chains: Colossians 
Colossians 1:1-2 

  

Last week we began our series on the Letters in Chains: the Epistles of Colossians, 

Philemon, Philippians and Ephesians. I’ve listed then in this order, not because they 

were written in that order, nor or they placed in your Bible in that order; I’ve listed them 

in that order, because that’s the order in which we are going to study them. 

As we shared last week, if the scholars are right all four of these letters were written 

about the same time, during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome – around AD 62. 

The letter with the simplest message would be the personal letter from Paul to Philemon 

– short, to the point, one Brother encouraging another Brother to accept one who at one 

point was a slave, but has now become a fellow Believer. 

The letter with the deepest context of doctrine and instruction is the Epistle to the 

Ephesians – three chapters of telling us who we are as Followers of Christ and three 

chapters telling us how we should then live as Followers of Christ. 

The letter filled with the greatest amount of encouragement and the least amount of 

correction is the letter to the Church at Philippi – the book of Philippians. Many have 

subtitled this epistle as the Letter of Joy. 

Then lastly we have the Epistle to the Church in Colossae. Some have looked at this 

book and consider it to be a condensed version of the book of Ephesians. It packs the 

same wallop as the book of Ephesians, but with less chapters and a lot less words. It 

would be what we used to call, a Reader’s Digest version or for those in education, the 

Cliff Note version of Ephesians. Many if not all the same truths and warnings, but placed 

inside a smaller package. 

Whenever I think of that I am reminded of a couple of years ago, someone had missed 

a Wednesday night service and asked me what my teaching was. The message was 

still rather fresh on my mind, so I preceded to give her a shortened, almost outlined 

version of my teaching in about 8 minutes.  



Impressed with myself to have retained not only the gist of the message, and keeping it 

in a reasonable order, and at the same time sharing the appropriate high points – all 

within those seven or eight minutes, I finished by saying, “Well, I guess that’s about it.”  

She then looked at me and smiled saying, “And it took you 50 minutes to say all that?” 

Well, I just want you to know, Colossians definitely is a bit more than the eight minute 

version of the 50 minute Ephesians. One thing we see more in Colossians is the reality 

of the centrality of Christ. And because of that, it is truly a “powerful little letter.” 

Colossae was located in what we know now to be the country of Turkey. At the time of 

Paul’s writing the region was known as Phrygia. As a matter of fact, about 500 years 

prior to Paul’s letter, Herodotus, the Greek historian identified Colossae as “the great 

city of Phyrigia”. But its geographical location, although perfect for its growth, also 

placed it in a very seismically active, causing it to suffer through many earthquakes 

through the years.  

During the time of the First Century, Rome had moved their main highway and so her 

close neighbor, the city of Laodicea had now become the major of actually three closely 

neighboring cities. The tri-cities includes Laodicea, Hierapolis, and now the smaller of 

the three, Colossae.  

With the closeness of the two cities, Paul actually speaks of Laodicea in his letter to the 

Colossians and encourages the Colossians to read the letter he was sending to 

Laodicea. 

Neither the church in Laodicia nor the church in Colossae were founded by the Apostle 

Paul. As a matter of fact, we read in Col. 2:1ff we read –  

1 
For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in 

Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh…, 

4 
Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 

5 
For 

though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit…, 

Although he wasn’t physically with them, he had heard of their faith and in that he was 

rejoicing and felt let to write this letter of instruction and encouragement (we’ll look more 

of that in a moment when we get into the opening verses). 



Although Paul didn’t start the church, many scholars believe that a man by the name of 

Epaphras was the founder. Paul mentions Epaphras in the letter and always in a good 

light. He even writes of how the Church had “learned from” him. 

Colossians 1 
5 
…the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in 

the word of the truth of the gospel, 
6 
which has come to you, as it has also in 

all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the 

day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 
7 
as you also learned 

from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ 
on your behalf… 

In chapter 4 Paul again makes mention of him –  

12 
Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always 

laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and 

complete in all the will of God. 
13 

For I bear him witness that he has a great 

zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 

The problems that Paul addresses in Colossae seem to be very close to some of the 

same problems other churches in the area were dealing with. When we look at some of 

the neighboring churches in the region of Phrygia (also known as Asia Minor), we find 

information about the Seven Churches of Revelation. When you look at the warnings to 

some of these churches, laid along side of some of the statements we find here in the 

epistle, it helps us to see the possibilities of the conflicts or errors Colossae may be 

dealing with.  

Albert Barnes reminds us that the church at Ephesus, was battling against false 

Apostles and heresies: 

Revelation 2 
2 
"I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear 

those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and 

are not, and have found them liars; 

 

In the same region was Smyrna, there they had those who claimed to be Jews, yet by 

their words and actions, they revealed another truth 

Revelation 2 
9 
"I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know 



the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan. 

 

In Thyatira there were False Prophets, and most likely women who were claiming to be 

Prophets and yet were definitely not. There also was a problem with continued and 

unaddressed sexual immorality. 

Revelation 2 
20 

"Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that 

woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 

 

Those in Pergamos seem to have been suffering with while actually allowing the 

doctrines of Balaam – prophecy for hire and a willing laxity of morals; and the doctrines 

of the Nicolaitans – or an ecclesiastical hierarchy of power, rather than hearts of 

servants 

14 
"But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who 

hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block 

before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit 

sexual immorality. 
15 

Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 

All of these churches were in the region of Phyrgia and not far from Colossae. Some of 

these problems could be the very ones Paul is dealing with in his epistle to the Church, 

as well as the lost one to the Church at Laodicea. 

There are even clues when we read of when the Apostle Paul was passing through the 

area on his Third missionary journey and called for the Ephesian elders to meet with 

him. He warned them in the book of Acts, chapter 20 

29 
"For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock. 
30 

Also from among yourselves men will 

rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves. 

Paul had already experienced this in other areas and he knew it would be rampant in 

the area of Ephesus and the whole region, including Colossae. There were going to be 



those who would attack from outside the Church and there would be those who would 

rise up within the Church and cause division and conflict. 

One of the other issues that seems to be apparent in the area is those Jews who 

accepted the teachings of John the Baptist, yet had not come to a knowledge of grace 

through the completed work of Jesus Christ. 

As we’ve been going through the book of Acts we’ve seen here in the area of Ephesus 

the events surrounding Apollos, a great and influential teacher, yet he was still under 

the Law. Following the teachings of John the Baptist and yet still under the Law, Apollos 

would have been leading others to stay under the Law of Moses, without regard to the 

fact that Jesus completed the Law. We also saw in Acts 19 were there were 12 other 

“disciples of John the Baptist”, who did not know the grace of God, nor the power of the 

Holy Spirit. For them there was still the overwhelming need to fulfill the Law in and of 

themselves… to look at their own effort… and, they would have been drawing others to 

follow. 

To have some like Apollos and these 12 disciples speaking and ministering within the 

Church would have brought great confusion to new Jewish Believers about the 

sufficiency of Christ, as well as to the new Gentile Believers. Both would have been 

confused and frustrated. 

Beyond these things we could look at the culture itself. Colossae was a Roman city, 

populated by those following hard after the Greco-Roman culture and pagan idolatry. 

Along with this comes the power of philosophy in the hearts and minds of those raise 

din that culture. These great world thinkers of that age were highly revered. In many 

cases there human logic made “sense”. The faith required of following Jesus was 

outside the realm of their logic and thus the pushback from family, friends and the 

culture for every Gentile who would come to faith in Christ. 

Men like Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, and a host of others, although gone for 

hundreds of years still had great influence ion the culture. 

Colossians 2 
4 
Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 

5 
For 

though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see 



your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ. 
6 
As you have 

therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
7 
rooted and built 

up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding 

in it with thanksgiving. 
8 
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy 

and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic 

principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 
9 
For in Him dwells all 

the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 
10 

and you are complete in Him, who is 
the head of all principality and power. 

 

Those would be dangers from outside the Church. But as Paul warned the Ephesians, 

there were also dangers within the Church herself. There was a continued effort to 

blend Judaism with Christianity. A mixture of Law and Grace. A desire to hold on to the 

old traditions and then judge others who don’t hold to the same. 

Colossians 2 
16 

So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a 

new moon or sabbaths, 
17 

which are a shadow of things to come, but the 

substance is of Christ. 
 

As we’ve shared while going through the book of Acts, Gnosticism was a major factor 

throughout the culture as well. The idea that Jesus received the God nature at His 

baptism, yet was not truly God in human flesh as John 1 and a multitude of other verses 

tell us. 

9 
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 

10 
and you are 

complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. 

 

In the mix of all these things, there seems to be an influence of flat out fleshly living, 

imposing upon the grace of God and using it as a license to sin… 

Colossians 3 
5 
Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 

uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
6 

Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience, 
7 
in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 

8 
But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, 

blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 
9 
Do not lie to one another, 

since you have put off the old man with his deeds… 



It was a church dealing with the flesh. Was it dealing with it worse than the Church 

today? I don’t think so. I think the words of Paul then would be the words of Paul today. 

They are the words of Christ to His Bride.  

I feel that many if not every one of the issues Colossae dealt with, the Church today 

deals with also. We may color it different, dress it in different outfits and call it different 

names, but the errors and lies we fall for still come from the culture of human philosophy 

over the Word of God; the influence of false teachers in the name of religion nringing 

into the Church what the Apostle Peter spoke of in 2 Peter 2 “
1 
… there will be false 

teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive (or damnable) heresies, even 

denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 
2 

And 

many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be 

blasphemed.” 

And yes, there are still those who hold to a religion of Law, Rule, and structure rather 

than the simplicity of Christ. Paul told the Colossians 

Colossians 2 

23 
These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed 

religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against 

the indulgence of the flesh. 

Colossians 3 
1 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 

where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
2 
Set your mind on things 

above, not on things on the earth. 
 

Paul fully understood that the Church was in trouble and if they didn’t guard their hearts 

and minds; if they didn’t hold fast to what they had learned and received; if they 

continued on in the life they had before Christ: they would never fully understand or 

walk in – 

Colossians 1 
27 

…the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
28 

Him (Paul preached), warning every man 

and teaching every man in all wisdom, that (they might) may present every 



man perfect in Christ Jesus. 
29 

To this end (he labored and wrote), striving 

according to (the working of Christ) which works in (Paul) mightily. 

Now that we have a little bit of an idea of what the book is about, let’s look at Colossians 

1:1-2 

1 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, 
2 
To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Being an Apostle is not anything Paul was striving for. As a matter of fact, Paul was 

looking for the applause and approval of man all of his younger days. He was a man 

driven; driven with passion and, I believe, a commitment to excellence. That drive was 

headed in the wrong direction before he met Jesus. But once Paul had his Damascus 

Road experience, his zeal, passion and commitment to excellence was now headed in 

the right direction. 

Paul didn’t seek the position of Apostle, the calling of God on his life sought after him 

until he bowed his knee to the will and purposes of Christ in his life. He became an 

Apostle of Jesus Christ, not by his will, but by the will of God. 

What does it mean to be an Apostle? 

In a very simple way, it simply means the messenger Paul became a messenger of 

Jesus Christ. But much more than a deliverer of someone else’s message. It is truly a 

representative of the one who had sent them. An Apostle does not go out on his own 

direction, he is one sent. 

Tyndale’s Bible Dictionary helps us to understand the word more completely: 

It is derived from the verb “to send” and is at home in the language of the sea meaning a 

particular “ship” or “group of ships,” a “marine expedition” or “the leader” of such. Its 

usage is almost always impersonal and thoroughly passive. There is no hint of personal 

initiative or authorization, merely the connotation of something being sent
1 

Within the context of the New Testament, there were those who were of the Office of 

Apostle who as a direct and appointed representative of the Lord Jesus Christ had 

                                            
1
 Walter A. Elwell and Philip Wesley Comfort, Tyndale Bible Dictionary, Tyndale Reference Library (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House 

Publishers, 2001), 96. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tynbibdct?ref=Page.p+96&off=404&ctx=as+it+is+in+the+NT.+~It+is+derived+from+t


authority over the Churches. This authority was granted to them by Christ. The original 

Twelve, then less Judas, then bringing on Matthias (Acts 1:26), then finally Paul – the 

apostle born out of season. These men held the Biblical office of Apostle as seen in the 

NT. 

There is however, also the gifts or calling of apostle. We see that in the listing of the 

Gifts given by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. We see this lived 

out in several found within the New Testament –  

Barnabus 

Ac 14:14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their 

clothes and ran in among the multitude, 

Andronicus and Junia 

Ro 16:7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow 

prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ 
before me. 

Titus: 

2Co 8:23 If anyone inquires about Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker 

concerning you. Or if our brethren are inquired about, they are messengers 
(apostolos of the churches, the glory of Christ. 

James, the brother of the Lord: 

Ga 1:19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord's 
brother. 

Epaphroditus: 

Php 2:25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my 

brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one 
who ministered to my need; 

False Apostles (found in multiple places) 

Re 2:2 "I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot 

bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles 

and are not, and have found them liars; 
 

Although there were men who were sent out by the Church as apostles or messengers 

of the Gospel, representing the Truth of God’s Word, Paul understood that it wasn’t man 

that either called him or sent him out. He was an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of 

God. 



“…and Timothy our brother” 

Timothy was a traveling partner, a co-laborer together in the ministry and I believe a 

dear friend to the Apostle Paul. 

His calling and gifting is apparent as he traveled with Paul and as Paul had confidence 

enough to have him stay in some cities to continue to equip the Church and as he sent 

him out to others to further the work of the ministry. 

Paul clearly recognized the gift of God on his life 

1 Timothy 4 
13 

Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
14 

Do not 

neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the 

laying on of the hands of the eldership. 

 

He traveled with Paul in his journey through Phrygia, Galatia, and Mysia; also to Troas 

and Philippi and Berea (Ac 17:14). After staying in Berea as Paul moved forward to 

Athens, he later followed went to Athens.  

Along with Silas, Timothy, was sent by Paul on a mission to Thessalonica (Ac 17:15; 

1Th 3:2), as well as Corinth (1Th 1:1; 2Th 1:1) with Paul.  

He ministers in Macedonia and later travels with Paul throughout Asia during his Third 

Missionary Journey. 

During Paul’s first Roman imprisonment Timothy joined with him, at least for a season – 

this was the occasion of the letter of Colossians and the other Letters in Chains. But 

later, as he was serving as a pastor, probably in Ephesus, when Paul was once again in 

prison (this time just prior to his execution), Paul wrote to Timothy, asking him to rejoin 

him as soon as possible, and to bring with him certain things which he had left at Troas, 

his cloak and parchments (2Ti 4:13). According to tradition, after the apostle's death he 

settled in Ephesus, and there found a martyr's grave. 

But here, during that first imprisonment, with timothy by his side, Paul writes to  

2 
To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:  



Saints aren’t perfect, they are simply called and set aside and a part for the Kingdom of 

God. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you are a saint – no, not a stained glass and 

marble statue type of saint. You are a real and living testimony that God has called you 

out of darkness and into His marvelous light. You are among the called out ones. 

Even the word hagios, hagios (hag'-ee-os) means first off, an awful thing, but in a 

good way. Because it also means physically pure and morally blameless; ceremonially 

set apart or consecrated... holy. 

And although you may not feel holy, the Word of God tells us that the blood of Christ 

has made us holy. Through Jesus Christ we are consecrated, set apart for holy use, just 

as the instruments in the Temple were set apart and consecrated.  

This letter is addressed to individuals with two addresses: Physically they were in 

Colossae, but spiritually they were called, anointed and set apart for the Kingdom’s use. 

Physically they were in Colossae, but spiritually, they were in Christ. 

And so, my friend, if you are in Christ you have two addresses. One is very temporary, 

but the other is eternal, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens (2 

Corinthians 5:1).  

Therefore live as a citizen of your eternal address and not of this temporary one. 

Because we never know when we may be called to that final and eternal dwelling place, 

to stand before the presence of our dear and loving Savior. 

So, Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  


