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D R A F T 

Good Morning!  Let’s Pray! 

James 5:12-20, Christian care for one another 

Will be accomplished in multiple sessions (~2). 

I. James, Introduction / Background / Overview 

1. James is the oldest book in the New Testament,  
2. Written circa AD 44-49 by the Apostle James,  

a. Which James?  James was Jesus’ half brother,  
b. James was the leader (Pastor) of the church at Jerusalem 
c. James’ death AD 61 or 62, stoned to death (wrongful death) 

3. Tends to be the most authorative book of the NT (108 verses) 54 imperative 
(order/command) verses,  

4. Recipients of this letter.  To the twelve tribes (Jews) scattered abroad.  James was writing to 
encourage the persecuted church. 

*Theme of the Book.  

1) Spiritual maturity, be doers of the Word / Work, vice just hearers only (practical 
theology – how to live, day to day).  

Focus is not with creed, but with conduct.  Not belief, but behavior. 

Overview of James Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4:1-11 . 

1. The Test of Perseverance in Trials (1:2-12)  (if / when) 
2. The Test of Blame in Temptations (1:13-18) (inward/outward, not by God) 
3. The Test of Response to the Word (1:19-27)  (be doers of the Word / Work – not hearers only) 
4. The Test of Impartial Love (2:1-13), (not a respecter (discriminator) of persons). 
5. The Test of Righteous Works (2:14-26).  Faith and works. 
6. The Test of the Tongue (3:1-12) 
7. The Test of Humble Wisdom (3:13-18) 
8. The Test of Worldly Indulgence (4:1-12) 
9. The Test of Dependence (4:13-18) 
10. The Test of Patient Endurance (5:1-11) 

11. The Test of Truthfulness (5:12) 
12. The Test of Prayerfulness (5:13-18) 
13. The Test of True Faith (5:19-20) 

James:  Proving and testing of your faith (works as a result of faith). 
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BTW  *Tests of Faith. (sources say six tests of your faith-response) 

1) Faith will be tested by its response to God’s Word.  (James 1:19-27) 
2) Faith will be tested by how it responds to social distinctions.  (James 2:1-13) 
3) Faith will be tested by its production of works.  (James 2:14-26) 
4) Faith will be tested by developing self-control.  (James 3:1-18) 
5) Continued:  Faith will be tested by its reaction to the world and worldliness .(James 4:1-5:12) 

6) Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all circumstances.  (James 
5:13-18) 

Moving on to James 5:11-20 Outline: 

PART I:  

4. (James 5:12) An exhortation in light of the coming judgment before 
Jesus.  

C. Exhortations for Christian care for one another.  

1. (James 5:13-14) How to meet needs arising among Christians.  

2. (James 5:15-16) God's answer to the prayers of His people.  

PART II: 

3. (James 5:17-18) Elijah as an example of answered prayer.  

4. (James 5:19-20) Helping a sinning brother.  

**READ SCRIPTURE James 5:11-20 

Sixth Test of Faith.  Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all 
circumstances/situations.  (James 5:13-18) 

4. (James 5:12) An exhortation in light of the coming 
judgment before Jesus.  

V12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any 
other oath. But let your "Yes," be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into judgment.  

a. Do not swear: The Jews of James' time made distinctions between "binding oaths" 
and "non-binding oaths." Oaths that did not include the name of God were considered 
non-binding, and to use such oaths was a way of "crossing your fingers" behind your 
back when telling a lie. It is these kinds of oaths that James condemns.  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=12#s=1151012
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=13-14#s=1151013
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=15-16#s=1151015
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=17-18#s=1151017
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=19-20#s=1151019
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=12#s=1151012
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i. The Bible does not forbid the swearing of all oaths, only against the swearing of 
deceptive, unwise, or flippant oaths. On occasion, God Himself swears oaths (Luke 
1:73, The oath which He swore to our father Abraham;  Hebrews 3:11, So I swore in My 

wrath, 'They shall not enter My rest; Hebrews 6:13, For when God made a promise to 

Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,).  

b. Do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath: James again 
echoes the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:34-37). The need 
to swear or make oaths, beyond a simple and clear yes or no betrays the weakness of 
your word. It demonstrates that there is not enough weight in your own character to 
confirm your words.  

c. Lest you fall into judgment: This lack of character will be exposed at the judgment 
seat of Christ. This motivates us all the more to prepare for that judgment by our 
speaking with integrity.  

Confirm statements, neither by God nor by earth – Jewish oath formula.  Does not rule 
out taking an oath in a court of law.  Let your yes be yes, and your no be no.  Total 
honesty, means not taking an oath.  Matt 5:33-37, Matt 23:16-22.  No need to validate.   

C. //READ Scripture James 5:13-20//.   

FM Swearing, TO Exhortations for Christian care for one 
another.  

1. (James 5:13-14) How to meet needs arising among Christians.  

V13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
psalms. V14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.  

a. The suffering need to pray, the cheerful should sing psalms of praise to God, and the 
sick should call for the elders of the church, asking them to pray for their need.  

i. Col 3:12-17, V12-Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;  V13-bearing with one another, and 
forgiving one another, … V16-Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. V17-And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

ii. James has the same advice for both the suffering one and the cheerful one: take it 
all to the Lord. In fact, the two commands could be reversed: sufferers should sing also, 
and the cheerful should also pray.  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=1&v=73#s=974073
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=1&v=73#s=974073
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Heb&c=3&v=11#s=1136011
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Heb&c=6&v=13#s=1139013
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=5&v=34-37#s=934034
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=13-14#s=1151013


CCCG Men’s Study, James 5:12-20, Christian Care for One Another, 28 Mar, 4 April 2017 
 

4 
 

1) Ver 13a.  Suffering?  (hardship, misfortune, etc.).  Proper response – let him pray 
(continuous).  Believers should always return to God in pray, and not complain or 
grumble.  Hardship allowed by God (filtered through his loving kindness) for a 
reason in your life.  1st thing to do, is to seek God through prayer.  Tendency can be 
to seek our own ways out of the situation. 

ii. James clearly puts the initiative on the person in need: let him call. The hesitancy of 
people to ask for or to seek prayer from the leadership of the church in such 
circumstances is a true mystery.  

b. Let them pray over him: James also says that the elders of the church, as they pray, 
should anoint the sick person with oil in the name of the Lord. This anointing with oil has 
been interpreted as either seeking the best medical attention possible for the afflicted 
(oil massages were considered medicinal), or as an emblem of the Holy Spirit's 
presence and power.  

i. Anointing the sick with oil is also mentioned in Mark 6:13 And they cast out many 

demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick, and healed them.  

Luke 10:34 mentions the application of oil in a medicinal sense. "So he (good Samaritan) 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own 
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

Act 9:37.  But it happened in those days that she (Tabitha) became sick and died. ... 
V38. And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was 
there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them.  

Proper response – call for the elders of the church.  (responsibility of the sick person 
and not the elders).   

Elder is the highest office of the local church.  Acts 14:23, So when they had appointed 
elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.  

Oil – olive oil.  Differing degrees of oil purity.  Oil is also a symbol of the Holy Spirit, and 
the healing power of the HS. 

3-Lord is the healer (not the oil, not the elders).  God does the healing.  Reminds the 
person of the work of the Holy Spirit.  Pray about your sickness, we’re seeking the Lord.  
Pray in faith, “if in God’s will.”    

2. (James 5:15-16) From meeting the needs arising among Christians TO 
God's answer to the prayers of His people.  

V15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he 
has committed sins, he will be forgiven. V16 Confess your trespasses to one another, 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mar&c=6&v=13#s=963013
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=10&v=34#s=983034
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=15-16#s=1151015
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and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avails much.  

a. And the prayer of faith will save the sick: Many have wondered if James "guarantees" 
healing here for the sick who are prayed for in faith. Some have interpreted the idea 
behind save the sick as not specifically being healing, and raise him up as being a 
reference to ultimate resurrection. The reference to sins being forgiven adding to the 
idea that James is considering a spiritual work and healing, not necessarily a physical 
healing.  

b. Yet, the context of the statement demands that James does not exclude physical 
healing as an answer to prayer, though he does seem to mean something broader than 
only a physical healing. We should pray for others in faith, expecting that God will heal 
them, then leave the matter in God's hands.  

i. Clearly, God does not grant immediate healing for every prayer of faith, and the 
reasons are hidden in the heart and mind of God. Still, many are not healed simply 
because there is no prayer of faith offered. The best approach in praying for the sick is 
to pray with humble confidence that they will be healed, unless God clearly and 
powerfully makes it clear that this is not His will. Having prayed, we simply leave the 
matter to God.  

ii. Often we do not pray the prayer of faith out of concern for God's reputation if there 
should be no healing. We should remember that God is big enough to handle His own 
reputation.  

Sin will be forgiven (not without repentance).  1) if sickness is caused by unconfessed 
sin.  God can allow sickness as a result of habitual sin. 

c. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed: James reminds us that mutual confession and prayer brings healing, both 
physically and spiritually. These free us from the heavy burdens (physically and 
spiritually) of unresolved sin, and removes hindrances to the work of the Holy Spirit.  

i. To one another: Confession to another in the body of Christ is essential, because sin 
will demand to have us to itself, isolated from all others. Confession breaks the power of 
secret sin. Yet, confession need not be made to a "priest" or any imagined mediator; we 
simply confess to one another as appropriate. Confession is good, but must be made 
with discretion. An unwise confession of sin can be the cause of more sin.  

ii. Sin should especially be confessed where physical healing is necessary. It is possible 
- though by no means always the case - that a person's sickness is the direct result of 
some sin that has not been dealt with.  
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iv. The one who hears the confession should have the proper response: loving, 
intercessory prayer, and not human wisdom, gossiping, or "sharing" the need with 
others.  

d. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much: In writing about the 
need for prayer for the suffering, for the sick, and for the sinning, James points to the 
effective nature of prayer - when it is fervent and offered by a righteous man.  

i. Much of our prayer is not effective simply because it is not fervent. It is offered with a 
lukewarm attitude that virtually asks God to care about something that we care little 
about. Effective prayer must be fervent, not because we must emotionally persuade a 
reluctant God, but because we can gain God's heart by being fervent for the things He 
is fervent for.  

ii. Additionally, effective prayer is offered by a righteous man. This is someone one who 
recognizes the grounds of his righteousness reside in Jesus, and whose personal walk 
is generally consistent with the righteousness that he has in Jesus.  

Recap V16.  Confess your sins.  Thorough and complete confession.  Call sin, sin. 
Confess to God, then to elders.  Forgiveness of sins brings healing, therefore confess 
your sins.  Confess - Open and full.  Don’t minimize.  Also, use discernment in 
confessing your sins.   

Part II:   

3. (James 5:17-18) FROM God's answer to the prayers of His people 

TO Elijah as an example of answered prayer.  

V17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. V18 And he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.  

a. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours: Elijah is a model of earnest prayer that was 
answered by God. His effectiveness in prayer extended even to the weather! Yet, this 
shows that Elijah's heart was in tune with God's. He prayed for the rain to stop and start 
only because he sensed it was in the heart of God in His dealings with Israel.  

b. Prayed earnestly is literally prayed with prayer. To truly pray, by definition, is to pray 
earnestly.  

c. If Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, then we can be men with the power of 
prayer like him.  

4. (James 5:19-20) From God answering prayers of His people TO 

Helping a sinning brother.  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=17-18#s=1151017
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=19-20#s=1151019
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V19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him 
back, V20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a 
soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.  

a. If anyone among you wanders from the truth: Having introduced the topics of sin and 
confession, James reminds us of the need to confront those who have wandered from 
the truth. Wanders from the truth is a good picture. Most people don't wander 
deliberately - it just sort of happens. Nonetheless, it still gets them off track and possibly 
in danger.  

b. He who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover 
a multitude of sins: There is a blessing for the one who loves his brother enough to 
confront him, and who turns him from the error of his way. He has saved that soul from 
death and covered a multitude of sins.  

E.g. Gal 6:1,  Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be 
tempted.  

Conclusion, James 5:11-20: 

c. James concludes with this section, because this is exactly what he has endeavored 
to do through this challenging letter - to confront those who have wandered from a 
living faith, endeavoring to save their souls from death, by demanding that they not 
only hear the word, but do it, because a living faith will have its proof.  

Look forward to the day when we are no longer in this body (earth suit).  Be patient, 
endure, walk the walk, watch what you say. 

Conclusion, the book of James: 

James:  Proving and testing of your faith (works as a result of faith). 

1) Spiritual maturity, be doers of the Word / Work, vice just hearers only (practical 

theology – how to live, day to day).  (E.g. Evangelism and Discipleship) 

Focus is not with creed, but with conduct.  Not belief, but behavior. 

-The Test of Perseverance in Trials (1:2-12)  (if / when) 
-The Test of Blame in Temptations (1:13-18) (inward/outward, not by God) 

*Tests of Faith. (six tests of your faith-response) 

1. Faith will be tested by its response to God’s Word.  (James 1:19-27) 
-(be doers of the Word / Work – not hearers only) / bridle the tongue. 
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2. Faith will be tested by how it responds to social distinctions.  (James 
2:1-13) 
-The Test of Impartial Love (not a respecter (discriminator) of persons). 

 
3. Faith will be tested by its production of works.  (James 2:14-26) 
-The Test of Righteous Works  (Saved by Grace, Works, or Both) (Breathe in – out) 

True faith will be accompanied by action (e.g. Abraham / Rahab) Paul and James 
contrasted but did not contradict in their teachings. (Situation, Meaning of term 
works, Meaning of term justification, Intention, Place of Works) 

 
4. Faith will be tested by developing self-control.  (James 3:1-18) 
a. The Test of the Tongue (3:1-12),  b.The Test of Humble Wisdom (3:13-18)  

 
5. Faith will be tested by its reaction to the world and worldliness. (James 
4:1-5:12)  (Strife and the Humble Character / Humility within the living faith) 

a.The Test of Worldly Indulgence (4:1-12), b. The Test of Dependence (4:13-18)  
c. The Test of Patient Endurance (5:1-11), d. The Test of Truthfulness (5:12)  

 
6. Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all circumstances.  
(James 5:13-18) 
(Christian Care for One Another) 
a. The Test of Prayerfulness (5:13-18), b. The Test of True Faith (5:19-20)  
 

Time Permitting:  What spoke to you most during our 
study of James?? 

Next Sessions:   

-Prayer, Our Glorious Privilege, Pastor Chuck Smith 

-But 1st, Who is your / our God?   (25 Attributes) 

Prayer, Our Glorious Privilege: 

1) The Purpose (the what),  2) The Plan (the how), 

3) The Promise (the why), 4) Inhibitors of Prayer 

Let’s Pray! 


