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D R A F T 

Good Morning!  Let’s Pray! 

James 4:11 thru 5:11, “Strife, Dependence, Rebuke, and Patience.” 

Will be accomplished in multiple sessions (3). 

I. James, Introduction / Background / Overview 

1. James is the oldest book in the New Testament,  
2. Written circa AD 44-49 by the Apostle James,  

a. Which James?  James was Jesus’ half brother,  
b. James was the leader (Pastor) of the church at Jerusalem 
c. James’ death AD 61 or 62, stoned to death (wrongful death) 

3. Tends to be the most authorative book of the NT (108 verses) 54 imperative 
(order/command) verses,  

4. Recipients of this letter.  To the twelve tribes (Jews) scattered abroad.  James was writing to 
encourage the persecuted church. 

*Theme of the Book.  

1) Spiritual maturity, be doers of the Word / Work, vice just hearers only (practical 
theology – how to live, day to day).  

Focus is not with creed, but with conduct.  Not belief, but behavior. 

Overview of James Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4:1-11 . 

The Test of the Tongue (3:1-12) 
The Test of Humble Wisdom (3:13-18) 
The Test of Worldly Indulgence (4:1-12) 

The Test of Dependence (4:13-17) 
The Test of Patient Endurance (5:1-11) 

BTW  *Tests of Faith. (sources say six tests of your faith-response) 

James:  Proving and testing of your faith (works as a result of faith). 

1) Faith will be tested by its response to God’s Word.  (James 1:19-27) 
2) Faith will be tested by how it responds to social distinctions.  (James 2:1-13) 
3) Faith will be tested by its production of works.  (James 2:14-26) 

4) Faith will be tested by developing self-control.  (James 3:1-18) 

5) Continued:  Faith will be tested by its reaction to the world and worldliness. 
(James 4:1-5:11) 

6) Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all circumstances.  (James 5:13-18) 
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James 4:11 thru 5:11 Outline: 

PART I: (James 4:11-James 5:3) 

A.  (James 4:11-12) The solutions for strife: get right with other people.  

B.  A humble dependence on God (James 4:13-17).  

Section 1. (James 4:13-16) A caution against an attitude of independence from 
God.  

Section 2. (James 4:17) A challenge to live according to what we know in the 
Lord.  

C.  A rebuke of the ungodly rich (James 5:1-6).  

Section 1. (James 5:1-3) The rich and the illusion of wealth.  

PART II: (James 5:4-11) 

Section 2. (James 5:4-6) The sins of the rich are condemned.  

D.  A call for patient endurance in light of the coming judgment 
(James 5:7-11).  

Section 1. (James 5:7-8) Imitate the patient endurance of the farmer.  

Section 2. (James 5:9) Practicing patient endurance among God's people.  

Section 3. (James 5:10-11) Following examples of patient endurance.  

REVIEW:  Humble Character, Humility within a living faith. 

Seven (7) Specific Obligations (James 4:6-10):   

1) Receive appropriation of grace (v 6) 
2) Be subject to God / submit to God (v 7) 
3) Resist the devil  (v 7) 
4) Draw near to God (respond to God) (v 8) 
5) Cleanse your hands (v 8) 
6) Repent, lament and mourn (be effective) (v 9) 
7) Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord (v10) 

***READ SCRIPTURE: James 4:11 thru 5:11 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=11-12#s=1150011
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=13-16#s=1150013
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=17#s=1150017
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=1-3#s=1151001
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=4-6#s=1151004
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=7-8#s=1151007
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=9#s=1151009
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=10-11#s=1151010
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A. (James 4:11-12) The solutions for strife: get right with other people.  

V11. Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and 
judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, 
you are not a doer of the law but a judge. V12. There is one Lawgiver, who is able to 
save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?  

V11.  “Do not speak evil…”  Referring again to the law of liberty-James 1:25 and 2:13, 
royal law-James 2:8, life and death.  Speaking evil of a brother (or breaking another 
law), breaks the entire law.   

a. V11 (cont.) Do not speak evil of one another: Humbling ourselves and getting right 
with God must result in our getting right with other people. When we are right with other 
people, it will show in the way we talk about them. So we must not speak evil of one 
another and not judge our brother.  

i. James rightly will guard us against the illusion that we might be right with God, yet evil 
towards our brother. As John says, 1 John 4:20, he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?  

b. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and 
judges the law:  Judge Defined:  (to determine, resolve, decree; to pronounce an opinion 

concerning right and wrong)  When we judge our brother, we put ourselves in the same 
place as the law, in effect judging the law. This is something that we have no authority 
to do, because V12, there is one Lawgiver - so who are you to judge another?  

Who has audacity to judge another? (Matt 7:1 "Judge not, that you be not judged.)   

Check list, when NOT to judge (examine our motives): 

(1). You judge someone wrongly when you criticize him out of jealousy, bitterness, selfish 
ambition, or some other sin, rather than seeking to build him in Christ. 
 
(2). … wrongly when you assume that you know all the pertinent facts and motives behind the 
person’s words or actions.   
 
(3). …wrongly when you set up human standards, rather than holding to God’s Word as the 
standard.  Romans 14, 1 Cor 8 
 
(4). … wrongly when you do not first judge your own sin before trying to help him with his sin.  
Matthew 7:1-5. 
 
(5). … wrongly when you share confidential or personal information with the wrong intent. 
 
(6). … wrongly when out of a self-righteous spirit, you criticize or malign him over a minor or 
indifferent matter. 
 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=11-12#s=1150011
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Jo&c=4&v=20#s=1163020
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
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(7). … wrongly when you make an authoritative pronouncement about his eternal destiny.  1 
John. 

But, there are however, times and places where we are to judge (e.g. 1 Cor 5&6, Matt 
18:15-17 "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault 
between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother… V17, 
And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear 
the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. .  But begin with 
inward looking (e.g. speck – plank).  Reminder, we must realize how evil it is to speak 
evil of someone else.   

Pray for that person, going and speaking with the offender, in love, with the intent of 
reconciliation.  

c. This is an extension of the same humility that James writes about in this chapter. 
When we have proper humility before God, it just isn't within us to arrogantly judge our 
brother.  

B. Strife with people.  Next, have a humble dependence on God.  

Section 1. (James 4:13-16) A caution against an attitude of 
independence from God.  

V13.  Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, 
spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; V14 whereas you do not know 
what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a 
little time and then vanishes away. V15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we 
shall live and do this or that." V16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such 
boasting is evil.  

a. V13 You who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a 
year there, buy and sell, and make a profit": James rebukes the kind of heart that lives 
and makes its plans apart from a constant awareness of the sovereignty of God, and 
with an under-estimation of our own limitations (V14, you do not know what will happen 
tomorrow).  

V13, cont.  Spoken to believers.  The audience (and sometimes us) thought they had 
absolute control over their life.  They had a complete plan laid out, to include making a 
profit.  God has not been considered/sought in the future (day, week, etc.) planning.   

Consider, starting the day with seeking the Lord.  First fruit of the day. Be flexible.  E.g. 
Luke 11:2, So He said to them, "When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed 
be Your name. Your kingdom come.  Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.  

Luke 6:46, "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do the things which I say?      

1 John 2:6, He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=13-16#s=1150013
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Matt 26:39, He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will."  

Rom 5:8, But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  

Jesus was willing to pay the price for sinners.  How much more should we recognize 
that this life is not ours?  1 Pet 1:18-19, knowing that you were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by 
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot.   

God’s will is not necessarily the easiest route in life.  People often wonder why life is 
awry.  Could be Sin in your life?  Not always pretty, easy, etc.  God’s will for your life will 
involve suffering.  Afflictions here, preparing us for the reward there (heaven).  Its more 
about our character vice our comfort.   

When making plans, consider God from the beginning.  Our lives are not our own.  Prov 
27:1, Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day may bring forth.  
Matt 6:19, "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal;” 

Luke 12:16-21 (rich man, tear down barns…Fool, your soul will be required tonight) 

b. V14, For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away: James asks us to consider the fragility of human life, and the fact that 
we live and move only at the permission of God. James will not discourage us from 
planning and doing, only from planning and doing apart from a reliance on God.  

Focus on things above, not on things of the earth, Col 3:1-2, If then you were raised 
with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 
hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. If you have 
unbelief.  Mark 9:24 (NLT), …father instantly cried out, “I do believe, but help me 
overcome my unbelief!” 

c. V15, Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that." It is 
nothing but sheer arrogance that makes us think that we can live and move and have 
our being independent of God. This boastful arrogance is the essence of sin: a proud 
independence, the root of all sin, as was the case with Lucifer, Isaiah 14:13-15, V13 
For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation, On the farthest sides of the 

north;  V15, Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit.   

and Adam Genesis 3:5-7, V5, "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." V6, So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=14&v=12-15#s=693012
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gen&c=3&v=5-7#s=3005
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ate. V7,Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.  

Vv. 15-16 (cont).  Proper attitude, is where one holds loosely onto the plan.  Another 
day, is according to God’s will.  Effectiveness with whatever time we have left.  Job 
33:4, The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 
Isa 42:5, Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, Who gives breath to the 
people on it, And spirit to those who walk on it:”  Life is the Lord’s, no guarantee for 
tomorrow.  Focus on today.  Our highest calling, is where God has put you today.  God 
needs to be involved.   

Section 2. (James 4:17) Previous, a dependence on God. Next, a 
challenge to live per what we know in the Lord.  

V17, Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.  

To him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin: James knows that it is 
far easier to think about and talk about humility and dependence on God than it is to 
actually live it. Yet he makes the mind of God plain: as we know these things, we are 
accountable to do them.  

V17.  Luke 12:48, “…For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be 
required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.   

Be quick to acknowledge God’s leading. 1 Kings 19:7, And the angel of the LORD came 
back the second time, and touched him (Elijah), and said, "Arise and eat, because 
the journey is too great for you."   

C. Previous, a dependence on God (not your bank account, 
resources, etc), Now, a rebuke of the ungodly rich, then 
condemnation of the rich.  

Section 1. (James 5:1-3) The rich and the illusion of wealth.  

V1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! V2 
Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. V3 Your gold and silver 
are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh 
like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.  

a. Come now, you rich: James has developed the idea of the need for complete 

dependence on God. He now naturally rebukes those most likely to live independently 

from God: the ungodly rich.  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=17#s=1150017
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=1-3#s=1151001
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V1.  Come now…  Call to absolute and immediate attention. Holy Spirit will direct us to 
put God’s Word into practice.  He has called us to act upon what we know.  1 Kings 
19:11, (Elijah) …and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; 
and after the fire a still small voice.  

There was significant persecution of the early Church by the rich/wealthy.  The Word 
shows that the rich are accountable for their actions.  Riches once thought to bring joy, 
will cause misery.  Riches are not to be esteemed.  Be cautious of possessions.   

b. V1 (cont). Weep and howl: In the style of an Old Testament prophet, James tells the 
rich to mourn in consideration of their destiny (the miseries that are coming upon you). 
In the life to come, their riches will be revealed as corrupted, moth-eaten and corroded.  

Christians should not strive to hoard riches.  Prov 1:19, “So are the ways of 
everyone who is greedy for gain; It takes away the life of its owners.”  Luke 12:15, 
And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of the things he possesses."  Be satisfied with what God is 
providing.  Ps 50:10, “For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a 
thousand hills.” We are only stewards of what God has given us.  What does God 
NOT own? (sin).  What areas has God given us stewardship over?   

All (e.g. time, resources, money, family, ministry, work, etc.) 

i. James probably refers to the destruction of three kinds of wealth. Stores of food are 
corrupted (rotted), garments are moth-eaten, and gold and silver are corroded. Each 
one of them comes to nothing in their own way.  

V2.  He has way more than necessary for living.  They (the ungodly rich) have chosen 
to use the wealth in an unworthy manner.  Wealth:  land, grain, oil, metals, jewels.  
Wealth storage (hoarding) can decompose, etc.  False illusion of wealth equals security. 

c. V3, Will be a witness against you: The corruptible nature of their riches will witness 
against them. On the day of judgment, it will be revealed that they have lived their lives 
in the arrogant independence James previously condemned, heaping up earthly 
treasure in the last days, when they should have been heaping up treasure in heaven 
Luke 18:22, (Rich Man).  So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, "You still lack 
one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me."  

V3 (cont).  Gold, silver corrode…  one more thing that stacks up against them in 
eternity.  Rom 2:5, “But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart 
you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God,” Eternity will demonstrate that the rich person’s 
perspective was wrong while on earth.    

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=18&v=22#s=991022
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God condemns those that hoard riches. Prov 21:13, “Whoever shuts his ears to the 
cry of the poor Will also cry himself and not be heard.”  Prov 19:17, “He who has 
pity on the poor lends to the LORD, And He will pay back what he has given.”  As 
believers, we may miss a blessing by hoarding / over saving.  How much is 
enough?  2 Cor 9:6, “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”   

“V7…Give freely, God loves a cheerful giver.”  Once again, resources (money, 
materials, time) are not ours, but the Lords.  We are but stewards. 

PART II 

Section 2. Rebuke the sinful ungodly rich. Now, (James 5:4-6) 
The sins of the rich are condemned.  

V4 Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by 
fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth. V5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your 
hearts as in a day of slaughter. V6 You have condemned, you have murdered the just; 
he does not resist you.  

a. They have withheld the wages of their laborers. They have lived indulgently without 
regard for others (as the man in Jesus' story about the rich man and Lazarus, Luke 
16:19-31). They have condemned and murdered from their position of power.  

i. While Jesus counted some rich among His followers (such as Zacchaeus, Joseph of 
Arimathea, and Barnabas), we are compelled to observe that riches do present an 
additional (and significant) obstacle to the kingdom (Matthew 19:23-24, V24,  "And again 
I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of God."), and that the pursuit of riches is a motivation for every 
conceivable sin. 1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 
which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.” 

b. The term Lord of Sabaoth in James 5:4 should not be confused with the term Lord of 
the Sabbath. It is a translation of the idea behind the Hebrew term Lord of Hosts 
(compare Romans 9:29 with Isaiah 1:9), which means "the Lord of armies," especially 
heavenly and angelic armies. It describes God as the warrior, the commander-in-chief 
of all heavenly armies.  

The oppressed are crying out to God and are being heard by the Lord.  Rom 12:19, 
“Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
"Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.”  Confronting their employers, rich 
were ignoring them, then (the poor) were crying out to the Lord – He heard their cry.  
E.g. Col 4:1, “Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=4-6#s=1151004
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=16&v=19-31#s=989019
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=16&v=19-31#s=989019
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=19&v=23-24#s=948023
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Ti&c=6&v=10#s=1125010
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=4#s=1151004
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=9&v=29#s=1055029
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=1&v=9#s=680009
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also have a Master in heaven.”  Lev 19:13, “You shall not cheat your neighbor, nor 
rob him. The wages of him who is hired shall not remain with you all night until 
morning.” Deut 24:14, "You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, 
whether one of your brethren or one of the aliens who is in your land within your 
gates.”  Rich should know better, because of the Mosaic Law 

V5.  Rich were / are happy that they have a satisfying life (Satan at work)—being 
fattened as cows for the slaughter.  Riches may keep you from what God wants for you 
in your life.  Rev 18:3, "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury." 
Greed is being condemned, not riches itself.  Honor the Lord with first fruits. 

c. V6, You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you: Often, 
those who are poor and without power in this world have little recourse to justice. But 
their cries are heard by God, who guarantees, ultimately, to right every wrong and 
answer every injustice.  

V6 (cont). The rich condemned and murdered the just.  Rich controlled the courts and 
power structure.  Poor could not resist.    

D. FM Strife, dependence, and rebuke.  Now, a call for patient 
endurance in light of the coming judgment.  

Section 1. (James 5:7-8) Imitate the patient endurance of the farmer.  

V7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early 
and latter rain. V8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 
is at hand.  

a. V7, Therefore be patient, brethren: James brought the issue of the ultimate judgment 
before us in his remarks about the ungodly rich and their destiny. Now he calls 
Christians (especially those enduring hardship) to patiently endure until the coming of 
the Lord.  

b. V7 cont. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently: 
A farmer does not give up when his crop does not come to harvest immediately. He 
keeps on working even when the crop cannot be seen at all. Even so Christians must 
work hard and exercise patient endurance even when the harvest day seems far away.  

c. V7 cont, Until it receives the early and latter rain: The pictures of the early and latter 
rain should be taken literally as James intends. He refers to the early rains (coming in 
late October or early November) which were essential to soften the ground for plowing, 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=7-8#s=1151007
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and to the latter rains (coming in late April or May) which were essential to the maturing 
of the crops shortly before harvest.  

V7-8.  Exhortation (farmer example) for patience to stand up under the oppression.  
Their home was to be in heaven.  The Lord will have His way.  We desire to be 
comforted and conformed, overnight.  We must develop more of the mindset that it will 
take time.   

d. V8, Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand: The soon return of 
Jesus requires that we have established hearts, hearts that are rooted in Jesus and His 
eternal resolution of all things.  

e. For the coming of the Lord is at hand: There is a real sense in which the coming of 
the Lord was at hand in the days of James as well as our own day today. One might say 
that since the Ascension of Jesus, history has been brought to the brink of 
consummation and now runs parallel along side the edge of the brink, with the coming 
of the Lord … at hand.  

V8  We are a work in progress.  2 Pet 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance.” Have an eternal mindset.  Rev 
2:10, "Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the 
devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.”  Establish your hearts…  When discouraged, God is still at work.  Acts 23:11, 
“But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Be of good cheer, Paul; for 
as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome." 1 
Thess 3:2, “…and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow 
laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your 
faith,” 1 Thess 3:13, “so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.” 
2 Thess 3:3, “But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good  

Section 2. (James5:9) Practicing patient endurance among God's 
people.  

V9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door!  

a. Do not grumble against one another: Times of hardship can cause us to be less than 
loving with our Christian brothers and sisters. James reminds us that we cannot become 
grumblers and complainers in our hardship - lest we be condemned even in our 
hardship.  

b. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! Jesus comes as a Judge, not only to judge 
the world, but also to assess the faithfulness of Christians (2 Corinthians 5:10-“For we 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=9#s=1151009
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Co&c=5&v=10#s=1083010
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must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things 

done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”). In light of this, we 
cannot allow hardship to make us unloving towards each other.  

V9.  Do not grumble with one another…  Leads to grumbling against God.  Encourage 
each other amongst the oppression.  1 Pet 4:9, “Be hospitable to one another without 
grumbling.”   

Section 3. (James 5:10-11) Following examples of patient endurance.  

V10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example 
of suffering and patience. V11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have 
heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord; that the Lord 
is very compassionate and merciful.  

a. V10, …Take the prophets … as an example of suffering and patience: James 
reminds us that the prophets of the Old Testament endured hardship, yet practiced 
patient endurance. We can take them as examples.  

i. Jeremiah stands out as someone who endured mistreatment with patience. He was 
put in the stocks (Jeremiah 20:2), thrown into prison (Jeremiah 32:2), and lowered into 
a miry dungeon (Jeremiah 28:6), yet he persisted in his ministry.  

b. You have heard of the perseverance of Job: We are reminded of Job as an example 
of patient endurance. His story shows both the necessity of a constant trust through 
times of calamity, and God's compassionate and merciful resolution of seasons of 
hardship.  

c. That the Lord is very compassionate and merciful: The compassion and mercy of 
God may seem far away in times of trial. But examples like Job encourage us to be 
those who, by our patient endurance, see the goodness of God in the land of the living 
(Psalm 27:13-14, V13, “I would have lost heart, unless I had believed That I would 
see the goodness of the LORD In the land of the living, V14, Wait on the LORD; 
Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD!). 

Ver 10-11.  Encouragement (of the prophets) that the brethren are not the only ones 
who have been oppressed and persecuted.  1 Kings 19:13-15, V14, “And he (Elijah) 
said, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of 
Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life." Rom 15:4, “For 
whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through 
the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”  John 16:33, "These 
things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."   

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=5&v=10-11#s=1151010
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jer&c=20&v=2#s=765002
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jer&c=32&v=2#s=777002
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jer&c=28&v=6#s=773006
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Psa&c=27&v=13-14#s=505013
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Christ is the door, the way.  Prophets were looking to God for comfort and deliverance.  
Matt 5:10-12, V12, “…Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”   

Conclusion:  In this three -part section of James 4:11-5:11, James 

covered strife (and getting right with people), a humble dependence on 
God (not being independent of God, and living in the Lord), a rebuke (of 
the ungodly rich, and their condemnation), and finally, a patient endurance 
in light of the coming judgement (farmer, among God’s people, along with 
examples).   

ADD MORE 

Let’s Pray! 

 


