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D R A F T 

Good Morning!  Let’s Pray! 

James 4:1-10, Strife and the Humble Character / Humility Within a 
Living (vice dead) Faith 

Will be accomplished in two sessions (2?). 

I. James, Introduction / Background / Overview 

1. James is the oldest book in the New Testament,  
2. Written circa AD 44-49 by the Apostle James,  

a. Which James?  James was Jesus’ half brother,  
b. James was the leader (Pastor) of the church at Jerusalem 
c. James’ death AD 61 or 62, stoned to death (wrongful death) 

3. Tends to be the most authorative book of the NT (108 verses) 54 imperative 
(order/command) verses,  

4. Recipients of this letter.  To the twelve tribes (Jews) scattered abroad.  James was writing to 
encourage the persecuted church. 

*Theme of the Book.  

1) Spiritual maturity, be doers of the Word / Work, vice just hearers only (practical 
theology – how to live, day to day).  

Focus is not with creed, but with conduct.  Not belief, but behavior. 

Overview of James Chapters 1, 2, 3, . 

1. The Test of Perseverance in Trials (1:2-12)  (if / when) 
2. The Test of Blame in Temptations (1:13-18) (inward/outward, not by God) 
3. The Test of Response to the Word (1:19-27)  (be doers of the Word / Work – not hearers only) 
4. The Test of Impartial Love (2:1-13), (not a respecter (discriminator) of persons). 
5. The Test of Righteous Works (2:14-26).  Faith and works. 

6. The Test of self-control (the Tongue (3:1-12) / Humble Wisdom (3:13-18) 

BTW  *Tests of Faith. (sources say six tests of your faith-response) 

James:  Proving and testing of your faith (works as a result of faith). 

1) Faith will be tested by its response to God’s Word.  (James 1:19-27) 
2) Faith will be tested by how it responds to social distinctions.  (James 2:1-13) 
3) Faith will be tested by its production of works.  (James 2:14-26) 

4) Faith will be tested by developing self-control.  (James 3:1-18) 
5) Faith will be tested by its reaction to the world and worldliness .(James 4:1-5:12) 
6) Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all circumstances.  (James 5:13-18) 
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   Outline: 

A. The humble character of a living faith.  

Section 1. (James 4:1-3) Reasons for strife in the Christian community.  

Section 2. (James 4:4-5) A rebuke of compromise and covetousness 
among Christians.  

Section 3. (James 4:6-10) The solutions for strife: in humility, get right with 
God.  

***Seven (7) specific obligations at the end of this session. 

**READ SCRIPTURE James 4:1-10 

PART I.  Section 1. (James 4:1-3) Reasons for strife in the 
Christian community.  

Introduction:  Earlier, James discussed he who walks in God’s wisdom.  A 
peacemaker.   

In this section, James will exhort the brethren to “grow up” be responsible for your own 
actions.  They are NOT to be conforming to this world (ref Chap 1).  “They are to “Keep 
unspotted to the world.” 

Vv1-3.  Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 
desires for pleasure that war in your members? V2 You lust and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because 
you do not ask. V3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may 
spend it on your pleasures.  

a. V1, Where do wars and fights come from among you? James accurately describes 
strife among Christians with the terms wars and fights. Often, the battles that happen 
among Christians are bitter and severe.  

b. V1b, Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 
The source of wars and fights among Christians is always the same. There is a root of 
carnality, an internal war within the believer regarding the lusts of the flesh. No two 
believers, both walking in the Spirit of God towards each other, can live with wars and 
fights among themselves.  

i. "James seems to be bothered more by the selfish spirit and bitterness of the quarrels 
than by the rights and wrongs of the various viewpoints." (Moo)  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=1-3#s=1150001
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=4-5#s=1150004
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=6-10#s=1150006
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=1-3#s=1150001
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Often the little member of the mouth causes the contentions and hurt, both then and 
now.  Times have changed, but the works of Satan are still active.  Do we buy into the 
same lies?  We are in the process of being sanctified. E.g. a work in progress.   

Do we contribute to these wars within the body, or are we assisting in conflict 
resolution?  Have a backbone!  Do something to correct / minimize the problem (fights / 
battles).  Also make room for “space and grace.”   Matt 5:44. "But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you,” Gal 6:10, “Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 
Believers 

What is the source of those desires?  They are internal, within ourselves.  We may even 
attempt to correct a conflict (which is good), but in the wrong manner (which is bad).  
Genuinely showing a love (preferring) for others.  These wars are a poor example to the 
world.  

c. The types of desires that lead to conflict are described. Covetousness leads to 
conflict (you lust and do not have). Anger and animosity lead to conflict (murder).  

i. Again, James looks back to the Sermon on the Mount when he uses murder to 
express more than actual killing, but also as an inward condition of heart, shown 
outwardly by anger Matthew 5:21-22, "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You 
shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.' "But I say to you that 
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. .. 
But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.   

ii. "The word kill [murder] is startling and meant to startle; James sought to force his 
readers to realize the depth of the evil in their bitter hatred toward others." (Hiebert)  

d. V2, Yet you do not have because you do not ask: The reason these destructive 
desires exist among Christians is because they are not seeking God for their needs 

(you do not ask). Or, when they do ask, they ask God with purely selfish motivation 

(you ask amiss).  

V2.  You lust and do not have…  James will show us the strong desires of people’s 
hearts at war with other: is stinky, and smelly.  Lust can result in covetousness and sin.  
James points out that selfish desires was the reason they are at war with each other. 

Root problem.  They are attempting to obtain with their own efforts, vice asking 
(praying).  They weren’t even coming to Him.  Not of God’s will, but simply something 
that WE want.   

The better approach is: “Quit coveting, ask, and leave the results to God.  Heb 13:5. Let 
your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He 
Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  Seek contentment. 1 Tim 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=5&v=21-22#s=934021
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6:6. “Now godliness with contentment is great gain.” Contentment brings the Joy of 
Lord.    

i. V3, That you may spend it on your pleasures: Spend is the same verb used to 
describe the wasteful spending of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:14 "But when he had 
spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.”  
Destructive desires can persist, even if we pray, because our prayers may be self-
centered and self-indulgent.  

ii. We must remember that the purpose of prayer is not to persuade a reluctant God to 
do our bidding. The purpose of prayer is to align our will with His, and in partnership 
with Him, to ask Him to accomplish His will on this earth. Matthew 6:10, “Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.”  Ps 37:4, “Delight yourself in the 
Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.” 

Ver 3.  Ask (pray) and do not receive…  You ask amiss, improperly.  We should see 
ourselves as stewards of what God has given us, including people.  It all belongs to 
God.  Be aware of the riches that you have w/Christ Jesus.  You are co-heirs w/Christ.   

Real reward is Jesus.  Jesus should be the ultimate goal and motivation; God has put 
into our hearts.  Don’t lose focus on purpose and goal.  So, we are stewards.  Luke 
16:1, “He also said to His disciples: "There was a certain rich man who had a steward, 
and an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods.”  Be an 
ambassador for Christ, at work, at church, at home, at play, etc.   

The brethren were praying for their own wishes to come to fruition, they were unhappy. 
During prayer, some tell God what He is supposed to do, vice what is God’s desire.  
“Your will be done.” E.g. 1 John 5:14. “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”  The best way to know God’s 
will is in God’s Word.  1 Thess 4:3, Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  5:18, “in everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”    

Answer to prayer:  yes, no, or wait, or not yet.  Or God is 
waiting for our hearts to change. 

Moving to Section 2. (James 4:4-5) Section 1, reasons for strife.  
Now, a rebuke of compromise and covetousness among 
Christians.  

Vv 4-5.  Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. V5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells 
in us yearns jealously"?  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=15&v=14#s=988014
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=6&v=10#s=935010
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=4-5#s=1150004
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a. V4 Adulterers and adulteresses: This is a rebuke in Old Testament vocabulary. God 
spoke this way in the Old Testament when His people were attracted to some form of 
idolatry Jeremiah 3:8-9, Israel & Judah adultery and harlotry, Ezekiel 6:9-adultrous 
heart departed from Me,  Ezekiel 16:32, Israel and adulterous wife, Ezekiel 23:37, 
adultry with their idols, sons passing through the fire, and Hosea 3:1, and is committing 
adultery, just like the love of the LORD for the children of Israel, who look to other gods 
and love the raisin cakes of the pagans.". As James sees it here, their covetousness is 
idolatry Colossians 3:5,” Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: 
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” and 
friendship with the world.  

b. V4 cont. Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Define 
enmity: an enemy of, in opposition, hatred of. James recognizes that we cannot both 
be friends of this world system in rebellion against God, and friends of God at the same 
time Matthew 6:24, No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon”. Even the desire to be a friend (wants to be a friend) of the 
world makes one an enemy of God.  

V4. Not only are people are at war with each other, but when we conform to this world, 
we are also at war with God (adulterers, adulteresses).  We can also be adulterers in 
response to the bride of Christ.   

V4.  Friendship, with or spotted by the world, approval of the world (people) rather than 
God.  Leads to loving the world.  Sad result is that we are conformed to the world.  Rom 
12:2, And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God, 
Matt 12:30, "He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me 
scatters abroad.”  

In our Christian walk, we are either moving forward or backward.  No standing still.  You 
cannot have a close relationship with the world and fellowship with God. Relationship 
with God stabilizes us in the world.  Rom 8:7, “Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.” Prov 29:25, The 
fear of man brings a snare, But whoever trusts in the LORD shall be safe. 

c.  V5, The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously: The indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit has a jealous yearning for our friendship with God. The Christian who lives in 
compromise can't help but be convicted by it.  

Ver 5.  Jealous Holy Spirit.  Deut 4:24, "For  the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a 
jealous God. 2 Cor 11:2  For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have 
betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.,.  
Grieves the spirit when we start to mix the relationship w/God and w/the world.  Break 
fellowship, process of confession and chastisement.  John 16:14, “He will glorify Me, 
for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.”    

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jer&c=3&v=8-9#s=748008
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eze&c=6&v=9#s=808009
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eze&c=16&v=32#s=818032
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eze&c=23&v=37#s=825037
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Hos&c=3&v=1#s=865001
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Col&c=3&v=5#s=1110005
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=6&v=24#s=935024
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Part II.  Section 1 reasons for strife, Section 2 compromise and covetousness, 

NOW Section 3. (James 4:6-10) The solutions for strife: in 
humility, get right with God.  

Vv6-10.  V6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But 

gives grace to the humble." V7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you. V8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. V9 Lament and mourn and weep! 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. V10 Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.  

a. V6 But He gives more grace: The same Holy Spirit convicting us of our compromise 
will also grant us the grace to serve God as we should. But this grace only comes to the 
humble.  

i. God resists the proud: Grace and pride are eternal enemies. Pride demands that God 
bless me in light of my merits, whether real or imagined. But grace will not deal with me 
on the basis of anything in me, good or bad, but only on the basis of who God is.  

ii. But gives grace to the humble: It isn't as if our humility earns the grace of God. 
Humility merely puts us in a position to receive the gift He freely gives.  

Ver 6.  Grace.  This concept that can be confusing.  More grace that God wants to give.  
Sanctifying grace vice saving grace.  Hand of God, resists the proud (will not submit to 
God), but also gives grace to the humble.  Luke 18:11-13, Pharisee and Tax collector, 
Prov 11:17, “The merciful man does good for his own soul, But he who is cruel troubles 
his own flesh.” 1 Cor 10:13, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that 
you may be able to bear it.” 

Grace is what Christ did for us on the cross.  Only God can provide Grace, not man.  In 
the person of Christ Himself. E.g. John 1:17-“For the law was given through Moses, but 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  Eph 2:7,…”that in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.”   

Justifying grace, Eph 2:8-9, saved by grace through faith…not of ourselves, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast. Rom 5:1, therefore, having been justified by faith… 2 
Pet 3:18, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…, 
James 4:6, But He gives more grace, 1 Pet 5:5, clothed with humility, Heb 4:16, mercy 
and grace, 1 John 1:9, justify and purify.  

Christ depends upon God (Father), so it goes for us.  John 5:19 "Most assuredly, I say 
to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jas&c=4&v=6-10#s=1150006
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He does, the Son also does in like manner, John 5:30 "I can of Myself do nothing. As I 
hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but 
the will of the Father who sent Me. John 8:28,…that I do nothing of Myself; but as 
My Father taught Me….  Christ never did anything on His own, but only what was 
directed by the Father.  Grace comes from this abiding relationship with God, through 
his Word.  1 Cor 15:10, But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward 
me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me, Eph 3:7, of which I became a minister according to 
the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power 

God’s grace enables to walk unspotted in this world.  He will impart his Grace. 

b. V7, Therefore submit to God: In light of the grace offered to the humble, there is only 
one thing to do: submit to God. This means to order yourself under God, to surrender to 
Him as a conquering King, and start receiving the benefits of His reign.  

c. Resist the devil and he will flee from you: To solve the problems of carnality and the 
strife it causes, we must also resist the devil. This means to stand against devil's 
deceptions and his efforts to intimidate. As we resist the devil, we are promised that he 
will flee from you.  

Significantly, James simply challenges individual Christians to deal with Satan as a 
conquered foe who can and must be personally resisted.  

ii. Resist comes from two Greek words: stand and against. James tells us to stand 
against the devil. Satan can be set running by the resistance of the lowliest believer who 
comes in the authority of what Jesus did on the cross.  

Ver 7.  Submit to God.  We are under command of the Lord. Subject to Him.  Are you 
doing the things he has asked you to do?  John 2:5, “His mother (Mary) said to the 
servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it.", Joshua 1:5, “No man shall be able to 
stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will 
not leave you nor forsake you.” How do we stand / combat / handle?  Matt 4:10, Then 
Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD 
your God, and Him only you shall serve.' ", Jude 9, “Yet Michael the archangel, in 
contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring 
against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!".   

Battle belongs to the Lord.  We are to be in the correct posture.  Persevering.  Devil will 
flee.  Eph 4:27 (give no place for the Devil).  Have you enlisted into the service of the 
Lord?  2 Tim 2:3-4,…”You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.”     

d. V8, Draw near to God and He will draw near to you: The call to draw near to God is 
both an invitation and a promise. It is no good to submit to God's authority and to resist 



CCCG Men’s Study, James 4:1-10, Humility Within a Living Faith __ 6 & 13 December 2016 
 

8 
 

the devil's attack and then fail to draw near to God. We have it as a promise: God will 
draw near to us as we draw near to Him.  

i. If we are far from God, He hasn't distanced Himself from us. We have distanced 
ourselves from Him. An elderly couple drove down the road in their car with a front 
bench seat. As they drove, the wife noticed that in many of the other cars with couples 
in the front seat, the woman sat close to the man as he drove. She asked her husband, 
"Why is it that we don't sit that close anymore?" He simply answered, "It wasn't me who 
moved." If we are far from God, He hasn't moved.  

Ver 8.  Draw near to God.  Cleanse, purify.  Isa 59:2, “But your iniquities have 
separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that 
He will not hear.” 2 Cor 7:1,“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of God.” Cleanse our mind, and be on guard.  Required to walk in purity:  hands, 
hearts, and doubleminded.  Prov 11:30, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And 
he who wins souls is wise.” Matt 23:25, ”Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and 
self-indulgence.”   

Prayer, repentance, Word.  Zech 1:3, "Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: "Return to Me," says the LORD of hosts, "and I will return to you," says the LORD 
of hosts..  God has open arms when we fall out of fellowship with Him. 

e. V9, Lament and mourn and weep! As we draw near to God, we will be convicted of 
our sin. So we lament and mourn and weep as appropriate under the conviction of sin, 
and we are compelled to find cleansing at the cross.  

Ver 9 (cont.).  Our attitude after falling into sin.  Lament and mourn, grieving that we 
have sinned against God.  Isa 12:2, ”Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be 
afraid; 'For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song; He also has become my 
salvation.' " 

Saying sorry is not always enough. Sincere apologies are needed.  2 Cor 7:11, “For 
observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it 
produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what 
vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be 
clear in this matter.”, Matt 5:4, “Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be 
comforted.”  

f. V10, Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up: As we come 
as sinners before holy God (not as self righteous religionists, as Jesus explained in 
Luke 18:10-14 (Pharisee and Tax Collector), we appropriately humble ourselves before 
God. Then He will lift us up, because God resists the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble, V6 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=18&v=10-14#s=991010
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Don’t forget, “and grace - the unmerited favor of God - always lifts 
us up.” 

Ver 10.  Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord.  Ps 113:6-

“Who humbles Himself to behold The things that are in the heavens and in the earth?”  
Ps 147:6, “The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked down to the 

ground.” Prov 18:12, “Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, 

And before honor is humility,”  No matter how bad we blow it, the Lord 
is faithful.   2 Tim 2:13, “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot 

deny Himself.” 

RECAP / Conclusion:  Seven (7) Specific Obligations (James 4:6-10):   

1) Receive appropriation of grace (v 6) 
2) Be subject to God / submit to God (v 7) 
3) Resist the devil (v 7) 
4) Draw near to God (respond to God) (v 8) 
5) Cleanse your hands (v 8) 
6) Lament and mourn (be effective) (v 9) 
7) Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord (v10) 

James 4:1-10, Strife and the Humble Character / Humility Within a 
Living (vice dead) Faith 

Fifth (5) Test of Faith.  Faith will be tested by its relationship / reaction to the world and 
worldliness.  (James 4-5:12) 

Brothers, have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, 
Blessed and Safe New Year! 

 

Let’s Pray! 


