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    Good Morning!  Let’s Pray! 

James 2:14-26, Saved by Grace, or by Works, OR Both (Part I) 

Will be accomplished in multiple sessions (2?). 

I. Overview of James Chapter 1 and Chapter 2:1-13. 

1. The Test of Perseverance in Trials (1:2-12)  (if / when) 
2. The Test of Blame in Temptations (1:13-18) (inward/outward, not by God) 
3. The Test of Response to the Word (1:19-27)  (be doers of the Word / Work – not 

hearers only) 
4. The Test of Impartial Love (2:1-13), (not a respecter (discriminator) of persons). 

II. James, Introduction / Background / Overview 

1. James is the oldest book in the New Testament,  
2. Written circa AD 44-49 by the Apostle James,  

a. Which James?  James was Jesus’ half brother,  
b. James was the leader (Pastor) of the church at Jerusalem 
c. James’ death AD 61 or 62, stoned to death (wrongful death) 

3. Tends to be the most authorative book of the NT (108 verses) 54 imperative 
(order/command) verses,  

4. Recipients of this letter.  To the twelve tribes (Jews) scattered abroad.  James was 
writing to encourage the persecuted church. 

*Theme of the Book.  

1) Spiritual maturity, be doers of the Word / Work, vice just hearers only (practical 
theology – how to live, day to day).  

Focus is not with creed, but with conduct.  Not belief, but behavior. 

BTW  *Tests of Faith. (sources say six tests of your faith-response) 

James:  Proving and testing of your faith (works as a result of faith). 

1) Faith will be tested by its response to God’s Word.  (James 1:19-27) 
2) Faith will be tested by how it responds to social distinctions.  (James 2:1-13) 

3) Faith will be tested by its production of works.  (James 2:14-26) 
4) Faith will be tested by developing self-control.  (James 3:1-18) 
5) Faith will be tested by its reaction to the world and worldliness.  (James 4:1-5:12) 
6) Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all circumstances.  (James 5:13-18) 

James 2:14-26 Outline: 
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Section 1. (v14) The principle established: true faith will be 
accompanied by action.  

Section 2. (vv15-17) An example of dead faith.  

Section 3. (vv18-19) A living faith cannot be separated from works.  

Section 4. (vv20-24) Abraham as an example of living faith.  

Section 5. (vv25-26) Rahab as an example of living faith.  

This section of James might be called “Justification by Works.” 

“Works are the outward proof of the reality of our faith.”  Grace is the principle 
that God justifies. 

**READ scripture, James 2:14-26** 

James is opening a new section with verse 14.  Some have concluded that 
he is contradicting Paul.  Paul’s letter had not yet been written.  But there 
are no conflicts once it is understood that both are using different frames of 
reference. 

E.G., there are 5 Contrasts, not contradictions, between James and Paul.   

1. Situation.  Paul, the way of justification – counter acting legalism.  James 
concerns the life of the justified – combating, “because of God’s grace we 
don’t have any obligation.” 

2. Meaning (term works).  For Paul was big on you were not justified by 
keeping the works of the OT laws and former Jewish rituals.  James, 
motivation, the work of love and faith.  The result, the outworking, the truth 
of a changed life. 

3. Meaning of justification.  Paul, acquittal.  No man can gain justification 
through works of the law.  James, vindication.  With the justification of ones 
profession of faith.  Claim must be demonstrated by works, works of love 
and faith. 

4. Intention.  Paul’s intent was to contrast two ways of salvation by works 
and by works through faith.  James’ intent was to contrast between two 
kinds of faith: a living faith, and a dead faith. 

5. Place of works.  Paul argued works as a means of justification.  James 
argued that works in the lives of those already justified.  E.g. Abraham and 
Rahab. 



D R A F T --- CCCG Men’s Study---James 2:14-26__Saved by Grace or Works_4&11 Oct 2016 
 

3 
 

Section 1. (v14) The principle established: true faith will be 
accompanied by action (works).  

VER 14.  What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can faith save him? 

a. Someone says he has faith but does not have works: James thinks it 
impossible that someone can genuinely have saving faith with no works. But 
someone can say he has faith, but fail to show forth good works. So, the question 
is valid: can that kind of faith save him?  

b. James wrote to Christians from a Jewish background who discovered the glory 
of salvation by faith. They knew the exhilaration of freedom from works-
righteousness. But they then went to the other extreme of thinking that works didn't 
matter at all.  

c. James does not contradict Paul, who insisted that we are saved not of works 
(Ephesians 2:9). James merely clarifies for us the kind of faith that saves. We are 
saved by grace through faith, not by works; but saving faith will have works that 
accompany it. As the saying goes: faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is not 
alone - it has good works with it.  

i. Paul also understood the necessity of works in proving the character of our faith. 
He wrote: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them (Ephesians 2:10). 
He also wrote: This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm 
constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good 
works. (Titus 3:8)  

Section 2. (vv15-17), James provides an example of dead faith.  

Ver 15-17.  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of 
you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give 
them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also 
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  (DEAD FAITH) 

VER 17.  Response is inwardly dead, lifeless.  Versus the Fruits of faith (Matt 
5:16).  "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

a. If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food: To fail in the most 
simple good work towards a brother or sister in need demonstrates that one does 
not have a living faith, and we can only be saved by a living faith in Jesus.  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eph&c=2&v=9#s=1099009
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eph&c=2&v=10#s=1099010
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Tit&c=3&v=8#s=1132008
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b. Be warmed and filled: To say this means you know that the person in front of 
you needs clothing and food. You know their need well, but offer nothing to help 
them except a few religious words.  

c. What does it profit? Real faith, and the works that accompany it, are not made 
up of only "spiritual" things, but also of a concern for the most basic needs - such 
as the need for comfort, covering, and food.  

d. Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead: This is the first 
time James speaks of a dead faith. Faith alone saves us, but it must be a living 
faith. We can tell if faith is alive by seeing if it is accompanied by works, and if it 
does not have works, it is dead.  

i. A living faith is simply real faith. If we really believe something, we will follow 
through and act upon it. If we really put our trust and faith on Jesus, we will care 
for the naked and destitute as He told us to.  

Section 3. (vv18-19) A living faith cannot be separated from works.  

VV 18-19.  But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me 
your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You 
believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and 
tremble! 

a. You have faith, and I have works: Some might try to say that some have the 
"gift" of works and others have the "gift" of faith. "It's fine for you to have your gift 
of works and that you care for the needy. But that isn't my gift." But James will 
have none of this kind of thinking. Real faith will be demonstrated by works.  

b. Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by 
my works: The appeal of James is clear and logical. We can't "see" someone's 
faith, but we can see their works. You can't see faith without works, but you can 
demonstrate the reality of faith by works.  

c. You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe; 
and tremble! The fallacy of faith without works is demonstrated by the demons, 
who have a "dead" faith in God. The demons believe in the sense that they 
acknowledge that God exists. But this "faith" does nothing for the demons, 
because it isn't real faith, proved by the fact that it doesn't have works with it.  

PART II??  Section 4. (vv20-24) Abraham as an example of living faith.  
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VV 20-24.  But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is 
dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his 
son on the altar?  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and 
by works faith was made perfect?  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 
"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he 
was called the friend of God.  You see then that a man is justified by works, and 
not by faith only. 

a. Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his 
son on the altar? Abraham was justified by faith long before he offered Isaac 
(Genesis 15:6). But his obedience in offering Isaac demonstrated that he really did 
trust God.  

b. Faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made 
perfect: Faith and works cooperated perfectly together in Abraham. If he never 
had believed God, he could have never done the good work of obedience when 
asked to offer Isaac. As well, his faith was shown to be true - was completed, was 
made perfect - by his obedient works.  

c. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only: The 
faith only that will not justify a man is a faith that is without works, a dead faith. 
But true faith, living faith, shown to be true by good works, will alone justify.  

d. Works must accompany a genuine faith, because genuine faith is always 
connected with regeneration - being born again, becoming a new creation in Jesus 
(2 Corinthians 5:17-Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new). If there is no evidence of a new life, there was 
no genuine, saving faith.  

Ver 24.  James draws a conclusion, and answers the question posed by Ver 14.  
Works vindicates faith and justification.  Works prove out your profession of faith.  
Unproductive faith cannot save.   

i. As Charles Spurgeon is reported to have said: "The grace that does not 
change my life will not save my soul."  

Section 5. (vv25-26) Rahab as an example of living faith.  

VV 25-26.  Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out another way?  For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gen&c=15&v=6#s=15006
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Co&c=5&v=17#s=1083017
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a. Was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works: Rahab demonstrated her 
trust in the God of Israel by hiding the spies and seeking salvation from their God 
(Joshua 2:8-13). Her faith was shown to be living faith because it did something. 
Her belief in the God of Israel would not have saved her if she had not done 
something with that faith.  

b. Significantly, James uses two examples of a living faith: Abraham (the father of 
the Jews) and Rahab (a Gentile). James perhaps is subtly rebuking the partiality 
that may have developed on the part of Jewish Christians against the Gentile 
believers starting to come into the church.  

i. The lesson from Abraham is clear: if we believe in God, we will do what He tells 
us to do. The lesson from Rahab is also clear: if we believe in God, we will help 
His people, even at our own expense.  

ii. "He designedly put together two persons so different in their character, in order 
more clearly to shew, that no one, whatever may have been his or her condition, 
nation, or class in society, has ever been counted righteous without good works." 
(Calvin, cited in Hiebert)  

c. For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also: As much as you can have a body with no life (a corpse), so you can have a 
faith with no life - and faith without works is a dead faith, unable to save.  

i. "Therefore, if no deeds are forthcoming, it is proof that the professed faith is 
dead. Notice that James does not deny that it is faith. He simply indicates that it is 
not the right kind of faith. It is not living faith, nor can it save." (Burdick)  

IN CONCLUSION: 

Simplicity of the cross, simplicity of faith.   

1) Not all who claim to believe and are saved, truly are (tares in the wheat) 
2) Salvation ritual (aisle), does not necessarily result in salvation (true belief in 

the heart)  
3) All believers begin their lives in spiritual immaturity (space and grace).   
4) Time is required for a believer to grow into spiritual maturity. 
5) Not all believers will grow into spiritual maturity (1 Cor 1:1-3)??. 
6) Regeneration will mean a person has a new birth, new condition, given time 

will reflect new condition.  May be imperceptible to man. 
7) God will not let the Christian remain in unconfessed sin.  Consequences may 

be sickness, physical death.  1 Cor 11:28-30, 1 John 5:16. 
8) If no consequences of sin, person may not be saved after all.   

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jos&c=2&v=8-13#s=189008
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Conclusion.  Body without spirit is dead (physical).  To separate faith and 

works, is dead (spiritual).  Saving faith is an active faith.  “Breath it” (in – out).  
Walk in the knowledge of what God has saved you from. 

How do you treat other people?  Who are you in the dark? 

Demonstrate a living faith, in loving action.  

OPTIONAL  Paul and James different frames of reference. 

E.G., there are 5 Contrasts, not contradictions, between James and Paul.   

1. Situation.  Paul, the way of justification – counter acting legalism.  James concerns the 
life of the justified – combating, “because of God’s grace we don’t have any obligation.” 

2. Meaning (term works).  For Paul was big on you were not justified by keeping the 
works of the OT laws and former Jewish rituals.  James, motivation, the work of love and 
faith.  The result, the outworking, the truth of a changed life. 

3. Meaning of justification.  Paul, acquittal.  No man can gain justification through 
works of the law.  James, vindication.  With the justification of ones profession of faith.  
Claim must be demonstrated by works, works of love and faith. 

4. Intention.  Paul’s intent was to contrast two ways of salvation by works and by works through 

faith.  James’ intent was to contrast between two kinds of faith: a living faith, and a dead faith. 

5. Place of works.  Paul argued works as a means of justification.  James argued that 
works in the lives of those already been justified.  E.g. Abraham and Rahab. 

OPTIONAL:  *Tests of Faith. (sources say six tests of your faith-response) 

James:  Proving and testing of your faith (works as a result of faith). 

1) Faith will be tested by its response to God’s Word.  (James 1:19-27) 
2) Faith will be tested by how it responds to social distinctions.  (James 2:1-13) 

3) Faith will be tested by its production of works.  (James 2:14-26) 
4) Faith will be tested by developing self-control.  (James 3:1-18) 
5) Faith will be tested by its reaction to the world and worldliness.  (James 4:1-5:12) 
6) Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all circumstances.  (James 5:13-18) 

LET’S PRAY!! 


