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Good Morning! 

Let’s Pray 

James 2:1-13  “Not a respecter (discriminator) of persons”  

Will be accomplished in multiple sessions. 

I. Overview of James Chapter 1. 

1. The Test of Perseverance in Trials (1:2-12)  (if / when) 
2. The Test of Blame in Temptations (1:13-18) (inward/outward, not by God) 
3. The Test of Response to the Word (1:19-27)  (be doers of the Word / Work – not 

hearers only) 

II. James, Introduction / Background / Overview 

1. James is the oldest book in the New Testament,  
2. Written circa AD 44-49 by the Apostle James,  

a. Which James?  James was Jesus’ half brother,  
b. James was the leader (Pastor) of the church at Jerusalem 
c. James’ death AD 61 or 62, stoned to death (wrongful death) 

3. Tends to be the most authorative book of the NT (108 verses) 54 imperative 
(order/command) verses,  

4. Recipients of this letter.  To the twelve tribes (Jews) scattered abroad.  James was 
writing to encourage the persecuted church. 

*Theme of the Book.  

1) Spiritual maturity, be doers of the Word vice just hearers (practical theology – how to 
live, day to day).  

Focus is not with creed, but with conduct.  Not belief, but behavior. 

BTW  *Tests of Faith. (sources say six tests of your faith-response) 

James:  Proving and testing of your faith (works as a result of faith). 

1) Faith will be tested by its response to God’s Word.  (James 1:19-27) 

2) Faith will be tested by how it responds to social distinctions.  (James 2:1-13) 
3) Faith will be tested by its production of works.  (James 2:14-26) 
4) Faith will be tested by developing self-control.  (James 3:1-18) 
5) Faith will be tested by its reaction to the world and worldliness.  (James 4:1-5:12) 
6) Faith will be tested by how it reverts to prayer in all circumstances.  (James 5:13-18) 
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**READ FROM THE BIBLE, vv 2:1-13** 

--Partiality and discrimination within the family of God.  

Five subsections: 

1. (v1) Establish the principle (faith has no distinctions)  

2. (vv 2-4) An example of the kind of partiality that has no place among 
Christians 

3. (vv 5-7) Man’s partiality rarely agrees with God’s heart. 

4. (vv 8-9) Partiality is condemned by the scriptures 

5. (vv 10-13) The serious matter of obeying all of God’s commands. 

INTRODUCTION: 

The maturing Christian lives out his faith.  James wants us to practice God’s 
Word.  James uses the example of rich man and poor man.  How do we treat one 
another?  Are we willing to heed the spirit and deny ourselves? 

E.g. Preferential, prejudicial treatment.  Social distinctions. Judgmental thoughts.   

Rather, look at people through God’s eyes. 

1 John 4:20. If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has 
not seen?  V21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must 
love his brother also.   

Sub-section 1. (v1) Establish the principle (faith shows no partiality).  

Ver 1.  My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with partiality.  

a. The glorious faith we have, the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, should never 
be associated with partiality (KJV-respecter of persons, NIV-Favoritism, NLT-
show favor over). The Lord of glory Himself shows no partiality (Deuteronomy 
10:17- "For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe., Acts 10:34-Then 
Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality), 
so neither should those who put their trust in Him (God).  

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Deu&c=10&v=17#s=163017
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Deu&c=10&v=17#s=163017
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Act&c=10&v=34#s=1028034
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b. We do well to remember that James wrote to a very "partial" age, filled with 
prejudice and hatred based on class, ethnicity, nationality, and religious 
background. In the ancient world people were routinely and permanently 
categorized because they were Jew or Gentile, slave or free, rich or poor, Greek 
or barbarian, HOW ABOUT WOMEN?   

Has it changed in today’s culture?  How are we preferential, 
prejudicial, social distinction, judgement thoughts?  Examples?  
Some obvious, some subtle: 

Sex (Male, Female), Race, Religion, Creed, National origin Physical 
appearance, , Vocation (white collar, trades), Music, Dress, Automobile, 
Tattoos?  How about ministry gifts? 

James admonishes, Do not compromise the faith by admiring a person by his 
position in life.  Also, it is expressly forbidden by the Mosaic Law.  (ref Jesus – 
Sermon on the Mount).  AND  Lev 19:15-18- 'You shall do no injustice in 
judgment. You shall not be partial to the poor, nor honor the person of the 
mighty. In righteousness you shall judge your neighbor… 'You shall not hate your 
brother in your heart... We should not be partial to poor or mighty…Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

A significant aspect of the work of Jesus was to break down these walls that divided 
humanity, and to bring forth one new race of mankind in Him (Ephesians 2:14-15-
-For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the 
middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new 
man from the two, thus making peace).  

c. The unity and openness of the early church was an astonishment to the ancient 
world. But this unity didn't come automatically. As this command from James 
shows, the apostles had to teach the early church to never hold the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ … with partiality.  

Next, Sub-section 2. (vv2-4) An example of the kind of partiality that has 
no place among Christians.  

VV 2-4.  For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in 
fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you 
pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in 
a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my 
footstool,"  Ver 4. have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eph&c=2&v=14-15#s=1099014
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Rich man. E.g. Rings and fine clothing.  Difference of rich and poor was more 
stark then than now.  Best seat in the room.  Seating, etc. 

Middle class.  No real middle class 

Poor man.  Poverty stricken and filthy or shabby.  Sit in an inconspicuous place 
(e.g. at my feet, under my footstool).  Prejudice against the poor.  Judging the 
poor.  Duality of the believer’s minds. 

a. If there should come into your assembly: In the ancient Greek, the word 
assembly is literally synagogue, the name of the meeting place for Jews. The fact 
that James calls a Christian meeting place a synagogue shows that he wrote 
before Gentiles were widely received into the church. At the time James wrote, 
most all Christians came from a Jewish heritage. This is the only place in the New 
Testament where an assembly of Christians is clearly called a synagogue.  

b. A man with gold rings: This showed the man was rich. "In Roman society the 
wealthy wore rings on their left hand in great profusion. A sign of wealth, rings were 
worn with great ostentation (fanfare, parading, showing off). There were even 
shops in Rome where rings could be rented for special occasions." (Hiebert)   How 
about today?  BLING? 

c. Have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? To favor the rich man over the poor man in the way James describes 
shows a deep carnality among Christians.  

Deut 15:7 "If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within any of the gates 
in your land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor 
shut your hand from your poor brother, 

James 2:15-16.  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of 
you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the 
things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Proverbs 22:22-23.  Do not rob the poor because he is poor, Nor oppress the afflicted 
at the gate; For the LORD will plead their cause, And plunder the soul of those who 
plunder them. 

i. It shows that we care more for the outward appearance than we do upon the 
heart. 1 Samuel 16:7, But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or 

at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man 

sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart). God 
looks at the heart, and so should we.  But, Do We? 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Sa&c=16&v=7#s=252007
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ii. It shows that we misunderstand who is important and blessed in the sight of 
God. When we assume that the rich man is more important to God, or more 
blessed by God, we put too much value in material riches.  

iii. It also shows a selfish streak in us. Usually, we favor the rich man over the poor 
man because we believe we can get more from the rich man. He can do favors for 
us that the poor man can't.  

Response is a crime.  Believers were becoming self-appointed judges.  
Motivated by evil thoughts.  Seeking favor from the rich. 

Jesus was not a respecter of persons.  Matt 22:16, … "Teacher, we know that 
You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, 
for You do not regard the person of men.  He looked at the heart, not by their 
bling.  Man is prone to judge the appearance and not the heart.  Compassion for 
their sins and not compromise. 

However, wealthy Christians can use the wealth for the kingdom of God.  E.g. 
RICH people loving the Lord -  Abraham-Genesis 14:23, Isaac-Gen 26:1, Jacob-
Gen 36:6-7, David-1 Chronicles 29:28, Solomon-2 Chronicles 9:22, Jehoshaphat-2 
Chronicles 17:5, Hezekiah-2 Chron 32:26-28, Joseph of Arimathaea-Matt 27:57 

Working Women – Maybe not rich.  Priscilla, the Artisan – Acts 18:3b, Lydia, the 
Trader – Acts 16:14, Phoebe, the Patron – Romans 16:1-2,   **wealthy women who 
travelled with and supported Jesus (Luke 8:1-3)** 

Next, Subsection 3. (vv5-7) Man's partiality rarely agrees with 
God's heart.  

VV 5-7.  Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world 

to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love 
Him?  VV. 6-7.  But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress 
you and drag you into the courts?  Do they not blaspheme that noble name by 
which you are called? 

James demonstrates how wrong the judges are.  Was poor chosen of God?  
Yes.  But by God’s grace.  Those in poverty are rich in the faith.  Their wealth is 
spiritual.  To be heirs of the future messianic kingdom (heaven-crown of life).   

Do not the rich oppress the believers?  Similar to Satan’s oppressive rule over 
his subjects (Acts 10:38, "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
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devil, for God was with Him.).  Rich are guilty of a continuous wrong doing.  Do not 
act the same toward the poor.   

These people (rich) verbally blaspheme the name of Jesus.  Most persecution 
against the Jews were by the rich. 

a. Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom: Though it is easy for man to be partial to the rich, God isn't partial to 
them. In fact, since riches are an obstacle to the kingdom of God (Matthew 19:24, 
"And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."), there is a sense in which the poor of this 
world are specially blessed by God.  

i. They are chosen … to be rich in faith because the poor of this world simply have 
more opportunities to trust God. Therefore they may be far more rich in faith than 
the rich man.  

ii. They are chosen … heirs of the kingdom, because Jesus said that being rich 
made it harder to enter into the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 19:24-see above).  

b. Has not God chosen: In the sense that the poor more readily respond to God in 
faith, having fewer obstacles to the kingdom, we can see how God has chosen the 
poor. "Church history demonstrates that comparatively more poor people than rich 
have responded to the gospel." (Hiebert)  

i. When we choose people by what we can see on the surface, we miss the mind 
of God.  E.g.  Money, appearance, Clothes, Age.  Remember that Judas 
appeared to be much better leadership material than Peter.  

ii. Of course, God has not only chosen the poor. But we may say that He has 
chosen the poor first, in the sense Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians 1:26, For you 

see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, 

not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put 

to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the 
things which are mighty:  

Slaves can also be put into the category of the poor, e.g. Ephesians 6:9 … And 
you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own 
Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 

c. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? James reminds his 
readers that the rich often sin against them, often because the love of money is 
the root of kinds of evil (1 Timothy 6:10- For the love of money is the root of all 
evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=19&v=24#s=948024
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=19&v=24#s=948024
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Co&c=1&v=26#s=1063026
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Ti&c=6&v=10#s=1125010
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themselves through with many sorrows.). For this reason alone, the rich are not 
worthy of the partiality often shown to them.  

Man’s response contradicts God’s attitude.  You have dishonored the poor man.  
They object to him.  Do not intentionally or intentionally do this, it is sin.   

Next, Subsection 4. (vv8-9) Partiality is condemned by the Scriptures.  

VV 8-9.  If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself," you do well; but if you show partiality, you commit sin, 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors.   

b. If you show partiality, you commit sin: The problem isn't that you are nice to the 
rich. The problem is that you show partiality to the rich, and are not nice to the poor 
man! So you can't excuse your partiality by saying, "I'm just fulfilling the command 
to love my neighbor as myself."  

c. The royal law: Our God is a great King, and His law is a royal law. Our King 
Jesus put special emphasis on this command (Matthew 22:36-40, love your God 

and love your neighbor, as yourself) from the Old Testament (Leviticus 19:18, 'You 
shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but 
you shall love your neighbor 

rea`(rā'·ah) friend, companion, fellow, another person 

1. friend, intimate 2. fellow, fellow-citizen, another person (weaker sense) 3. 

other, another (reciprocal phrase)  

as yourself: I am the LORD). James is reminding us that the poor man is just as much 
our neighbor as the rich man is.  

But Seek, to whom can I be a neighbor?  Romans 5:5, Now hope does not 

disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit who was given to us. 1 Thess 4:9. But concerning brotherly love you have no 

need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one 
another; 

Love is an enabler.  Treat people as God commanded.  Love always builds up.  
“Understanding” the Word is putting it into practice. To see (mirror), then to make 
the right adjustments.   

Respecter of persons is sin (v9).  This violates the royal law.  Law of Moses will 
convict the guilty.  To show partiality is to violate the law.  Sin and transgression 
(deliberate violation). 

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=22&v=36-40#s=951036
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Lev&c=19&v=18#s=109018
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5. (vv10-13) The serious matter of obeying all of God's commands.  

VV 10-13.  For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of 

all. For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." Now if you do not 
commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and 
so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty.  For judgment is without mercy to the 
one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

The sin of “respecter of person” / partiality / discrimination…violates the entire 
law.  Do not minimize or make excuses. Praise the Lord that we have an 
advocate.  E.g. 1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

a. Whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of 
all: James here guards us against a selective obedience, the sort that will pick and 
choose which commands of God should be obeyed and which could be safely 
disregarded.  

i. We can't say, "I like God's command against murder, so I'll keep that one. But I 
don't like His command against adultery, so I will disregard it." God cares about 
the whole law.  

No Ala Carte response to God’s commands.   

b. So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty: We are 
under the law of liberty. It has liberty, yet it is still a law that must be obeyed and 
that we will be judged by at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10, For 

we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.).  

c. For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy: As those 
who will be judged by the law of liberty, we should always show mercy to others 
by refraining from partiality. The mercy we show will be extended to us again on 
the day of judgment, and that mercy triumphs over judgment.  

i. James is relating another principle of Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount: 
(Matthew 7:2, "For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the 

measure you use, it will be measured back to you.) 

IN CONCLUSION: 

To show mercy means to obtain mercy.  To judge means to receive judgment.   

http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Co&c=5&v=10#s=1083010
http://www.blbclassic.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=7&v=2#s=936002
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In this day and culture, we judge and show partiality to each other in so many ways / 
areas:  Sex (Male, Female), Race, Religion, Creed, National origin Physical 
appearance, Vocation (white collar, trades), Music, Dress, Automobile, Tattoos?  
Weight? How about ministry gifts? 

That is wrong!  We make evaluations that we have no insights into at all. 

We must practice the doctrines we defend.  

REMEMBER:  1 John 4:20. If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a 

liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he 
has not seen?  V21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must 

love his brother also.   

ä-del-fo's  

1. a brother, whether born of the same two parents or only of the same father or mother 

2. having the same national ancestor, belonging to the same people, or countryman 

1. any fellow or man, 4. a fellow believer, united to another by the bond of affection, 
5. an associate in employment or office. 6. brethren in Christ (his brothers by blood 
,all men, apostles, Christians, as those who are exalted to the same heavenly place) 

1 John 3:17.  But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, 

and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

ä-gä'-pā affection, good will, love, benevolence, brotherly love 

BETTER YET.  1 Corinthians 10:24. Let no one seek his own, but each one the 
other's well-being. 

God is not a respecter / partiality (discriminator) of persons, nor 
should we be.  On the contrary, we are called to love our brother / 
neighbor. 

 2nd test of the faith.  Our FAITH will be tested by our response to 
social distinction.  (How do we view / treat other people?) 

OPTIONAL: 

Five subsections:  1. (v1) Establish the principle (faith has no distinctions) 2. (vv 2-4) An 
example of the kind of partiality that has no place among Christians 3. (vv 5-7) Man’s partiality 
rarely agrees with God’s heart. 4. (vv 8-9) Partiality is condemned by the scriptures 5. (vv 10-13) 
The serious matter of obeying all of God’s commands. 


