
GOD’S HAND UPON HIM  
Acts 27:1 – 28:31 

 

S Throughout the book of Acts, ever since we met Saul of Tarsus, who became known as 

Paul the Apostle we’ve seen God’s hand upon him.  

Through the times of threats and actual attacks on his life, God’s hand has been upon him.  

Through times of beatings and imprisonments, God’s hand has been upon him.  

When the residents of Lystra claimed him as a god and wanted to sacrifice to him, then later 

dragging him out of the city and stoning him, leaving him for dead, God’s hand has been 

upon him. 

When Paul submitted to the Church leadership in Jerusalem and fulfilled the purification 

ceremony at the Temple, he was mobbed by the Jews and arrested by the Romans, yet, 

God’s hand has been upon him. 

You might pause here and wonder, how could a man go through so much pain and suffering, 

and sorrow, and still you declare God’s hand has been upon him? 

The simple answer is: the call of God on an individual’s life will nearly always bring him or her 

through the refiner’s fire. The desire to follow the Lord Jesus in godliness of life and purity of 

heart will be pressed on every side and the enemy will not let it rest.  

Yet, for that individual who is wholly trusting in Jesus and desiring to serve Him, we can be 

assured, God’s hand will be upon him. 

For the Apostle Paul, the Lord had told him that he would proclaim the Gospel in Rome, but 

the Lord didn’t tell him just how he would get there. 

If you’ve been with us the last few weeks, you know that Paul has been under a sort of 

protective custody in Caesarea. And as we finished last time, it’s just been determined by King 

Agrippa II, “This man might have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” 

So to Caesar he shall go, S and that brings us to Acts chapter 27. And yet, even here we will 

find, God’s hand will be upon him. 



Acts 27 
1 
And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul and 

some other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment. 
2 

So, entering a ship of Adramyttium, we put to sea, S meaning to sail along the 

coasts of Asia. Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us. 

So we find that Luke is traveling along with the group as well as Aristarchus, the Macedonian 

who had been with Paul previously back in Acts 19 and 20.  

These of course were not the only ones on the ship, there were also other prisoners who were 

also under the care of Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment. 

3 
And the next day we landed at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and gave 

him liberty to go to his friends and receive care. 
4 
When we had put to sea from 

there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. 
5 

And when we had sailed over the sea which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came 

to Myra, a city of Lycia. 
6 
There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship sailing to 

Italy, and he put us on board. 

This Mediterranean Cruise has thus far been smooth and easy, with no problems. As they 

landed in Sidon, just north of Caesarea, Paul was given liberty to go and visit some of the 

other Believers. 

S From Sidon, they sailed towards the island of Cyprus and already there was trouble 

brewing with the winds.  

From there they made their way to the larger port city of Myra on the southern shores of Lycia 

– or modern day Turkey. It was at this point, that Paul and the others were transferred over to 

a larger sailing ship for the journey to Rome.,  
7 
When we had sailed slowly many days, and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, the 

wind not permitting us to proceed, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off 

Salmone. 
8 
Passing it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near 

the city of Lasea. 

It was actually late in the sailing season, so they found it very difficult to navigate in the winds.  

SThey ended up staying in Fair Havens for a while, waiting to see if the winds would change. 

9 
Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous because the 

Fast was already over, Paul advised them 
10 

saying, "Men, I perceive that this 

voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but 



also our lives." 
11 

Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman 
and the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by Paul. 

Rather Paul was speaking in the Spirit or simply out of natural wisdom and logic, the fact is his 

words ended up very close to the truth. But the experience of the helmsman trumped the 

words of a landlubber, so they pressed on. The sailors realized this harbor, though very useful 

during calm seas, would not be favorable to them during a major storm. 

12 
And because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set 

sail from there also, if by any means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete 

opening toward the southwest and northwest, and winter there. 
13 

When the south 

wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their desire, putting out to 

sea,S  they sailed close by Crete. 
14 

But not long after, a tempestuous head wind 

arose, called Euroclydon. 

The time was past for changing their minds. They tried to stay close into the island of Crete, 

but the winds wouldn’t allow them. The calmness of the soft blowing south winds quickly 

changed due to the mountainous regions of the rather large island. As a matter of fact, with the 

height of the mountains, the sailors weren’t able to see the storms brewing to the north and 

west of the island.  

They were now set in the path of a powerful storm. The Euroclydon was a powerful north by 

north-east wind, (think of it as similar to the powerful “Nor’easter” that the areas of New 

England get). A violent storm that can pack the power of a typhoon, and last for days. It was 

coming at them in such a direction as to push them out into the open sea. 

15 
So when the ship was caught, and could not head into the wind, we let her drive. 

16 
And running under the shelter of an island called Clauda, we secured the skiff 

with difficulty. 
17 

When they had taken it on board, they used cables to undergird 

the ship; and fearing lest they should run aground on the Syrtis Sands, they struck 

sail and so were driven. 
18 

And because we were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the 
next day they lightened the ship. 

These ancient ships had square main sails and they lacked the ability of modern sailing 

vessels to actually sail into the wind through a zig-zag motion. For them it was impossible to 

sail into the storm. 

The island of Clauda or Cauda was already about 20 miles south west of their intended 

direction and placement. It had no harbors, but it did offer a slight block for the worst of the 



storm’s wind and power. S While semi-protected by the island, they determined to secure the 

skiff, the dinghy, or the lifeboat.  

During this time era, these small boats were towed behind the larger ships, except for times of 

severe weather when they would be brought up onto the ship. A very difficult process 

considering the size of the skiffs and the fact that they were probably filling with water due to 

the waves and the rain – the apparent reason for Luke’s comment: we secured the skiff with 

difficulty. S  

The storm was sending them in directions they couldn’t control. They were in great danger of 

loosing the ship itself on the high seas. 

Next Luke tells us they used cables to undergird the ship. Again a common practice of the 

day and used until fairly recently. Each ship sailing in main bodies of water would carry with 

them what were called “frapping cables or ropes”. These cables would be used to pass 

underneath the hull of the ship, several times – literally wrapping the ship. They would then 

tighten the cables and secure them as best as possible.  

Recognizing the possibility of being driven southward in a rapid pace, they feared that the ship 

might run aground in what are called the Syrtis Sands. These underwater sand dunes were 

located off the northern shore of Africa and continually shifted due to the intense force of the 

sea during storms. Although underwater, these dunes were shallow enough to stop a ship 

dead in its course and hold it in place as the waves continued to break it apart. At this point, 

the sailors weren’t exactly sure of their own location, but they knew the Syrtis Sands weren’t 

something to be trifled with.  

So, they would have struck (or dropped) the main sail, allowing the smaller sails to assist 

them in getting some sort of westerly direction. And because the storm continued to be so 

severe, the next day they lightened the ship by throwing non-necessities overboard            

19 
On the third day we threw the ship's tackle overboard with our own hands. 

20 

Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest 
beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up. 

It was now a desperate situation. As a matter of fact, they were in about as bad a situation as 

they could be in at that time. It had been three days of severe stormy weather. These sailors 



who were trained to navigate by the sun, moon, and stars were being denied each due to the 

cloudy days and nights, all hope that they would be saved was finally given up… yet, 

God’s hand was still upon them.  

This is now when that Jewish prisoner who felt he could tell them how to sail their own ship 

stands up again… 

21 
But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and 

said, "Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and 
incurred this disaster and loss.  

Okay, that’s an “I told you so…” if I’ve ever heard one – “Men, you should have listened to 

me…” But instead of basking in his correct analysis, even if it was Spirit led, Paul now speaks 

out to give them some assurance and encouragement.  

22 
And now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but 

only of the ship. 
23 

For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I 

belong and whom I serve, 
24 

saying, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought 

before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.' 
25 

Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told me. 
26 

However, we must run aground on a certain island." 

“We will lose the ship, but no one will die.” 

If you’re on this ship, even if you are an experienced sailor, at this point you really want to 

believe this guy. You may have doubted before, but this is the only word of encouragement 

there is at this time. He tells them that an angel of the God to whom he belongs and whom 

he serves spoke to him that night and gave him that word of encouragement. And it seems as 

though Paul’s boldness in his faith brought hope to the others. Paul wanted to encourage 

them… God was still with them.  

Many times when you and I step out in faith, or speak the truth of God, those with weak faith 

are strengthened and emboldened. Sometimes, we need to believe God for other people 

who are in the middle of a crisis of faith. Sometimes we need to be the ones speaking truth 

into the hearts that are doubting. 

Understand, Paul didn’t soft sell the situation, he explained to them that the ship would be lost, 

but all the souls on board would be saved.  S          



27 
Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven up and down in the 

Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors sensed that they were drawing near some 

land. 
28 

And they took soundings and found it to be twenty fathoms; and when they 

had gone a little farther, they took soundings again and found it to be fifteen 

fathoms. 
29 

Then, fearing lest we should run aground on the rocks, they dropped 
four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to come. 

Fourteen days is a long time to be in fear of your life. That had to take a toll on all those who 

didn’t have faith in Christ. For those who were believers, there’s no doubt some of them were 

going through their own crisis of faith.S  

As the sailors sensed that they were drawing near some land they began to measure the 

depth of the ocean bed below them. It was about midnight, so I wonder how they sensed the 

land drawing near. Perhaps it was the smell of a forest or the smell of dirt itself. 

For whatever reason, they felt they needed to be careful of bottoming out the ship. So, they 

dropped a line with an anchor or heavy weight into the water that was marked along the length. 

The first measurement showed the ocean floor at 120’ below them, the next measurement, it 

showed 90’. They figured it would be best to wait out the rest of the night there, so they 

dropped four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to come. 

30 
And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, when they had let down 

the skiff into the sea, under pretense of putting out anchors from the prow, 
31 

Paul 

said to the centurion and the soldiers, "Unless these men stay in the ship, you 

cannot be saved." 
32 

Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the skiff and let it fall 

off. 
33 

And as day was about to dawn, Paul implored them all to take food, saying, 

"Today is the fourteenth day you have waited and continued without food, and 

eaten nothing. 
34 

Therefore I urge you to take nourishment, for this is for your 

survival, since not a hair will fall from the head of any of you." 
35 

And when he had 

said these things, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence of them 

all; and when he had broken it he began to eat. 
36 

Then they were all encouraged, 

and also took food themselves. 
37 

And in all we were two hundred and seventy-six 

persons on the ship. 
38 

So when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship and 

threw out the wheat into the sea. S  
39 

When it was day, they did not recognize the land; but they observed a bay with a 

beach, onto which they planned to run the ship if possible. 
40 

And they let go the 

anchors and left them in the sea, meanwhile loosening the rudder ropes; and they 

hoisted the mainsail to the wind and made for shore. 
41 

But striking a place where 



two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the prow stuck fast and remained 
immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the violence of the waves. 

42 
And the soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim 

away and escape. 
43 

But the centurion, wanting to save Paul, kept them from their 

purpose, and commanded that those who could swim should jump overboard first 

and get to land, 
44 

and the rest, some on boards and some on parts of the ship. And 

so it was that they all escaped safely to land. 

Hey, I want to take the opportunity here to let you all know about the Mediterranean Cruise we 

are planning for next summer… Okay, not really. I just thought it fit here if we were. 

Man, this trip that should have taken them a couple of weeks is turning into a major nightmare. 

Now the ship is totally lost; they are marooned on an island they don’t recognize; and the fun 

doesn’t end here. Yet above all of that, even in the midst of all the struggles and catastrophes 

which abound, God was still with them, God is still in control. 

Let’s press into chapter 28. 

Acts 28 
1 
Now when they had escaped, they then found out that the island was called Malta. 

2 
And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire and made us 

all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. 
3 
But 

when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came 

out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 
4 
So when the natives saw the 

creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, "No doubt this man is a 
murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live." 

Aren’t we kind of the same way all too often – believing in a superstition that says bad things 

happen to bad people and only good things happen to good people. These people were 

neither Jews nor Christians. They were pagans and held to their own superstitions and beliefs. 

You get bit by a venomous snake, that must mean the gods are against you, ‘cause now 

you’re going to die! 

But once again, God’s hand was still upon him, as God shows Himself strong on behalf of 

those who love Him. 

5 
But he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 

6 
However, they 

were expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But after they 

had looked for a long time and saw no harm come to him, they changed their 
minds and said that he was a god. 



So, from one extreme to another. People are the same the world over and haven’t changed 

much since creation. 

Paul had already seen great hardship throughout his ministry years. It isn’t that God keeps us 

from every hardship of life.  

Paul’s life had been threated and they had tried unsuccessfully to kill him on multiple 

occasions. Yet, God’s hand has been upon him.  

But how do you explain that from the first century and through today  

Believers are being martyred for their faith. 

Because you see, it wasn’t about Paul, it was all about God’s plans for Paul. God had 

already told Paul that he would be a witness of the Gospel in Rome, so Paul wasn’t going to 

die at the hand of a Roman soldier before that time; he wasn’t going to die in a ship wreck; and 

he wasn’t going to die from a venomous viper. God was still working His plans out in the 

Apostles life and there was still things Paul was called to do for the glory of Jesus Christ. He 

will eventually die at the hands of the Romans… but not here and not now.  

God’s hand is still upon him and He still has a plan for him.  

7 
In that region there was an estate of the leading citizen of the island, whose name 

was Publius, who received us and entertained us courteously for three days. 
8 
And 

it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went 

in to him and prayed, and he laid his hands on him and healed him. 
9 
So when this 

was done, the rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were 

healed. 
10 

They also honored us in many ways; and when we departed, they 

provided such things as were necessary. 

Undoubtedly he was a pagan, who believed in the gods and goddesses of the Greek culture. 

Yet God had in mind to heal his father. Apparently not because of Publius’ faith, nor do we see 

anything about his father’s faith. God simply used the Apostle Paul to bring a miracle of healing 

to the man, thus showing His greatness over all the gods and goddesses Publius and his 

family had worshiped for years.  

After Publius’ father was healed the word got out quickly and suddenly Paul was swamped by 

those who had diseases and God healed them. Now there’s one thing I want you to notice 

here. Luke tells us that they were healed, but he doesn’t say they came to faith in Christ.  



Was that just an “oops” by Luke?  
Or will God show Himself strong even to the non-Believer  

because of His love and for His own glory? 

Luke once again provides us with a bit of a travel log.  S 

11 
After three months we sailed in an Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the 

Twin Brothers, which had wintered at the island. 
12 

And landing at Syracuse, we 

stayed three days. 
13 

From there we circled round and reached Rhegium. And after 

one day the south wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli, 
14 

where we 

found brethren, and were invited to stay with them seven days. And so we went 
toward Rome. 

15 
And from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as 

Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took 

courage. 
16 

Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to 

the captain of the guard; but Paul was permitted to dwell by himself with the 
soldier who guarded him. 

There was continual great favor shown to Paul throughout this entire voyage, because God’s 

hand was upon him.  

There was still great freedoms shown to him, allowing him to visit with Believers along the way. 

I believe this centurion understood that not only was Paul not guilty of any crime, but that the 

God Paul served was real and true. I believe we might see him in glory. S 

Paul wasted no time once he got to Rome. He had no idea the length of life God would give 

him there in Rome, and he wanted to share the Gospel with as many as he could with the time 

he had left. He first called the leaders of the Jews in Rome and explained why he was there – 

he wasn’t sure what they had already heard, so he wanted to set the record straight. 

17 
And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews 

together. So when they had come together, he said to them: "Men and brethren, 

though I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I 

was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, 
18 

who, 

when they had examined me, wanted to let me go, because there was no cause for 

putting me to death. 
19 

But when the Jews spoke against it, I was compelled to 

appeal to Caesar, not that I had anything of which to accuse my nation. 
20 

For this 

reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because for 
the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain." 

21 
Then they said to him, "We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, 

nor have any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you. 
22 

But 



we desire to hear from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that 
it is spoken against everywhere." 

Paul had offered to them the opportunity to hear the reason the Jews of Jerusalem were 

against him. The Jews in Rome were curious enough about him and the sect called the Way 

that they wanted to hear more.  

A quick lesson there is that you don’t always have to share everything you know about the 

Gospel the first time you meet with someone. But, you do want to leave them wanting to hear 

more. Make them thirsty for the fullness of the truth.  

23 
So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to 

whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them 

concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till 
evening.  

That was a long Church service, okay -- from morning till evening? 

24 
And some were persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some 

disbelieved. 
 25 

So when they did not agree among themselves, they departed after 
Paul had said one word:  

"The Holy Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers, 
26 

saying, 'Go to this people and say: "Hearing you will hear, and shall not 
understand; and seeing you will see, and not perceive; 

27 
For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, 

And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with 

their ears, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should 

heal them."' 
28 

Therefore, let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been 

sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!" 
29 

And when he had said these words, 
the Jews departed and had a great dispute among themselves. 

30 
Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who 

came to him, 
31 

preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him. 

 SDuring those two years, Paul couldn’t travel, but he could teach and preach to all who came 

to him – and this he did. He also wrote letters; we have these two years of Roman custody to 

thank for the letters to the Ephesians, the Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. His ministry 

reached many of the Roman soldiers, as well as a multitude of others who would venture into 

his home. He continued to be an encouragement to all the Believers, both in Rome and for all 

who heard of his witness. All because God’s hand was upon him.  



Isaiah 43 
1 
But now, thus says the LORD, who created you…, and He who formed you…, 

"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are 

Mine. 
2 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 

rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not 

be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. 
3 
For I am the LORD your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, your Savior… 


