
The Crisis of Non-Faith 
25:1 - 26:32 

Many Christians, if not all of us, go through what’s called a crisis of faith. Perhaps you 

yourself have gone through situations or times in your life where your faith has been 

tested to the very edge. 

But what about non-believers, those who have heard the Gospel message of salvation 

through faith in Christ – perhaps multiple times, yet have never quite come to the point 

of surrender? For those who have never made a commitment to Jesus Christ, theirs is a 

Crisis of Non-Faith. 

The writer of Hebrews tells us clearly – 

Hebrews 11 
6 
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 

must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him. 

As we continue on in the book of Acts, we find ourselves today in Acts 25. Ever since 

Paul’s arrest, he has had multiple opportunities to share his testimony with the Jews 

and Roman officials… and he’s not finished yet. In the next couple of chapters he will 

have another opportunity to share the truth of the resurrected Christ with Herod 

Agrippa II, the grandson of Herod the Great and the current ruler over Judea and the 

surrounding areas to the east.  

During the First Century time frame, most of the previous and current Roman rulers of 

this area had at least some inkling of information in reference to the beliefs of both the 

Jews and the Christians. As a matter of fact, Agrippa himself was well aware of both 

the Jewish scriptures and the teachings of Christianity. Agrippa is a perfect lesson for us 

to see  

It’s not how much you know;  
It’s what you do with what you do know. 

Knowing the scriptures isn’t enough. If they are not impacting your life for change and a 

growth in holiness unto the Lord, you’re simply becoming head smart and your soul is 

dry and empty. 



In our current study through the book of Acts, last week we finished with the end of 

chapter 24. Lets look at that last verse again, shall we… 

Acts 24 
27 

But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and Felix, wanting to 
do the Jews a favor, left Paul bound. 

When all the issues had come about which led to Paul’s arrest on the Temple Mount, 

Marcus Antonius Felix had been the procurator of Jerusalem and the surrounding area. 

Luke tells us that he was one of those Roman leaders who had a more accurate 

knowledge of the Way (24:22). He was the governor of the area for eight years from 

AD 52-60. He was in the same position held previously by Pilate. But, because of his 

cruelty and wicked ways, as well as his continual acceptance of bribes, the area was 

overrun with internal feuds and bickering. The whole area was continually in a state of 

unrest. Felix dealt with any resistance with severe cruelty and was eventually recalled 

by Rome. 

In chapter 24 we read where Paul was brought to Felix at the Praetorium in Caesarea, 

the Lord gave him multiple opportunities to share his testimony and the message of 

Christ, since Felix “sent for him… often and conversed with him” (24:26). But, after 

a time frame of two years Paul was still a prisoner at the Praetorium and now Felix was 

being called back to Rome and a man named Porcius Festus is the new sheriff in 

town.  

And that brings us to chapter 25. 

Acts 25 
1 
Now when Festus had come to the province, after three days he went up 

from Caesarea to Jerusalem. 
2 
Then the high priest and the chief men of the 

Jews informed him against Paul; and they petitioned him, 
3 
asking a favor 

against him, that he would summon him to Jerusalem--while they lay in 

ambush along the road to kill him. 

With the new governor in charge, the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem decided they 

would try their hand once again to assassinate the Apostle Paul, asking Festus to 

summon him to Jerusalem--while they lay in ambush along the road to kill him - 

same people, same hatred, same tricks. Kind of like the devil himself isn’t it. The same 



tricks, the same schemes, the same desire to destroy… It funny how even though we 

know that we keep falling for the same tricks, and schemes!  

But Festus didn’t fall for their trap…      

4 
But Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he 

himself was going there shortly. 
5 
"Therefore," he said, "let those who have 

authority among you go down with me and accuse this man, to see if there is 

any fault in him."  

More than any protection for Paul, Festus was simply showing his own authority as the 

new governor, and the authority of Rome. Rome would not dance to the Jews music. 

The Jews needed to follow Rome’s lead.  

6 
And when he (Festus) had remained among them more than ten days, he 

went down to Caesarea. And the next day, sitting on the judgment seat, he 

commanded Paul to be brought. 
7 
When he had come, the Jews who had 

come down from Jerusalem stood about and laid many serious complaints 

against Paul, which they could not prove, 
8 
while he answered for himself, 

"Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against 
Caesar have I offended in anything at all." 

The Jews apparently followed Festus’ entourage back to Caesarea. The next day they 

were ready and willing to be called to testify against Paul. The problem was, they didn’t 

have any real charges to bring against him… there was nothing they could prove. This 

gave Paul a wide open window for his defense. He didn’t have to answer to any specific 

charges: “I haven’t broken any Jewish Law, or any Temple Law, or any Roman Law. As a 

matter of fact I haven’t even stated anything which could be construed to be an offense 

against Caesar.” 

9 
But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, "Are 

you willing to go up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me concerning 

these things?" 
10 

So Paul said, "I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I 

ought to be judged. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you very well 

know. 
11 

For if I am an offender, or have committed anything deserving of 

death, I do not object to dying; but if there is nothing in these things of 

which these men accuse me, no one can deliver me to them. I appeal to 
Caesar." 



For Festus to do the Jews a favor brings about a couple of issues: Perhaps after 

hearing the accusations and Paul’s defense, Festus felt there would be no harm to bring 

the same trial to Jerusalem. However, what he is not considering is the depth of the 

hatred of the Jews for Paul, He’s not thinking about the fact that two years ago during 

Felix’s reign, the Jews had an assassin’s pact against Paul… and those guys were 

probably pretty hungry by now. 

Paul had already spend two years in protective custody there in Caesarea, charged for 

a crime that no one could prove or accurately verbalize. The Jews seemed to have a 

really hard time getting and keeping any bonafide witnesses. There’s no way Paul was 

going back to Jerusalem unless he was forced to. However, as a Roman citizen he had 

the ultimate option of appealing his case before Caesar.    

The Caesar of the time was Nero, but it was in his earlier days and the severe 

persecution of the Christians hadn’t started as of yet. Anyway, Paul felt he had a better 

chance before Caesar in Rome than before the Jews in Jerusalem – that in itself says a 

lot. 

12 
Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, "You 

have appealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!" 

There is some debate as to whether Festus was legally bound to remand the 

case to Caesar (Nero, who reigned from A.D. 54–68), or if he could have chosen 

to handle the case himself. If Festus had decided to hear the case and made a 

negative decision, Paul could still have appealed to Caesar. But Festus probably 

had no alternative but to transfer the case to Rome. So after he had conferred 

with his council, he announced that in view of Paul’s appeal, he must go to 

Caesar.1 

But before Festus sent him off to Rome, a few days lapsed. It was during this time that 

the new overall ruler, King Herod Agrippa arrived in Caesarea, along with his sister.  

13 
And after some days King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea to greet 

Festus. 
14 

When they had been there many days, Festus laid Paul's case 
before the king…,  
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After giving him a few days to settle in, Festus wanted to show Agrippa that he had 

completed due diligence in the case, so he shared what had taken place over the last 

few days... 

…saying: "There is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, 
15 

about whom the 

chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, when I was in 

Jerusalem, asking for a judgment against him. 
16 

To them I answered, 'It is 

not the custom of the Romans to deliver any man to destruction before the 

accused meets the accusers face to face, and has opportunity to answer for 

himself concerning the charge against him.' 
17 

Therefore when they had 

come together, without any delay, the next day I sat on the judgment seat 

and commanded the man to be brought in. 
18 

When the accusers stood up, 

they brought no accusation against him of such things as I supposed, 
19 

but 

had some questions against him about their own religion and about a 

certain Jesus, who had died, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. 
20 

And because 

I was uncertain of such questions, I asked whether he was willing to go to 

Jerusalem and there be judged concerning these matters. 
21 

But when Paul 

appealed to be reserved for the decision of Augustus, I commanded him to 

be kept till I could send him to Caesar." 
22 

Then Agrippa said to Festus, "I 

also would like to hear the man myself." "Tomorrow," he said, "you shall 
hear him."  

23 
So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come with great pomp, 

and had entered the auditorium with the commanders and the prominent 

men of the city, at Festus' command Paul was brought in. 

A little back ground information on Agrippa and Bernice. This Agrippa is Agrippa II, the 

son of Agrippa I and (as I said at the beginning) the grandson of Herod the great. 

Bernice was the daughter of Agrippa I and the granddaughter of Herod the great. 

History shows her as having three very short lived marriages: the first to Marcus Julius 

Alexander. On the day Marcus Julius died, she married her father’s brother – her 

uncle, Herod Chalcis. Well, he lived for four more years. After her uncle/husband’s 

death she began living with her brother Agrippa II… in an incestuous relationship. But 

also, during this time she married Polemon II, king of Cilicia to help cover the 

relationship she had with her brother, but she soon deserted him and moved back in 

with Agrippa II. Historians of the day are very clear and outspoken of their relationship, 

but they also share that Bernice exercised almost equal power with Agrippa II. 



Agrippa II was actually the end of the Herodian Dynasty. He never married and left 

behind no children. He died some 20 years after the fall of Jerusalem and the 

destruction of the Temple. 

When Luke tells us that Agrippa and Bernice came in with great pomp, and had 

entered the auditorium with the commanders and the prominent men of the city, 

your imagination of what you consider great pomp, is probably too limited. They loved 

their position and they loved to show themselves off to the world. The word Luke uses 

that we translate great pomp is the Greek word phantasia. According to the Greek 

Lexicon it has the meaning of a pompous ceremony, implying a cheap display of high 

status—‘pomp and ceremony, pompous display.2
 

And they brought with them all the commanders and the prominent men of the city. 

Now before you get sick to your stomach over that ongoing and well known incestuous 

relationship between this brother and sister; and all the disgusting pomp and ceremony, 

trying to show how great they are; and all the commanders and the prominent men of 

the city fawning over them to gain favor; you need to realize that in the midst of all that, 

Paul now gets to share his testimony with ALL of them. 

But first Festus sets the scene… 

24 
And Festus said: "King Agrippa and all the men who are here present with 

us, you see this man about whom the whole assembly of the Jews petitioned 

me, both at Jerusalem and here, crying out that he was not fit to live any 

longer. 
25 

But when I found that he had committed nothing deserving of 

death, and that he himself had appealed to Augustus, I decided to send him. 
26 

I have nothing certain to write to my lord concerning him. Therefore I 

have brought him out before you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, 

so that after the examination has taken place I may have something to write. 
27 

For it seems to me unreasonable to send a prisoner and not to specify the 

charges against him." 

Then, as we move into chapter 26, Agrippa gives Paul his opportunity and Paul doesn’t 

waste time getting to the point… 
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Acts 26 
1 
Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You are permitted to speak for yourself." So 

Paul stretched out his hand and answered for himself: 
2 
"I think myself 

happy, King Agrippa, because today I shall answer for myself before you 

concerning all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, 
3 
"especially 

because you are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with 
the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me patiently. 

The fact is, the entire Herod family had Jewish roots, both by marriage and birth. 

But, they were never practicing Jews, but they certainly understood the mindset and 

most of the beliefs and traditions of the Jews. Some, like Agrippa II had actually studied 

the Jewish scriptures quite thoroughly. Because of their roots in Judaism and yet the 

failure to fully embrace it, the Jews held a great distain for all of the Herodian dynasty 

and their families.  

But Paul doesn’t go there. He simply states that he knows that Agrippa has an 

understanding of all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews. Now 

you might think that Paul would say, “Hey, I’ve already shared my story several times 

both to the Jews and you Romans, but it seems like nobody’s listening. So forget it!” 

And walk off. But I believe Paul clearly understands the opportunity God has given him. 

So Paul begins with his own personal testimony.  And often times that is one of the 

strongest witnesses that we can give.  What God has done in our lives.  How God has 

revealed Himself to us.  And that becomes a very powerful, indisputable, testimony to 

people.  How can they deny what God had done in your life?3   

So Paul continues… 

4 
"My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning 

among my own nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. 
5 
They knew me from 

the first, if they were willing to testify, that according to the strictest sect of 

our religion I lived a Pharisee. 
6 
And now I stand and am judged for the 

hope of the promise made by God to our fathers. 
7 
To this promise our twelve 

tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. For this hope's 

sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by the Jews. 
8 
Why should it be thought 

incredible by you that God raises the dead? 
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The truth about the resurrection of Jesus Christ is so powerful, first because it 

shows the absolute power of God over life and death. But secondly and more to the 

point of Paul’s current situation, the resurrection proves that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Anointed One of God and has been raised again by the power of God, demonstrating 

His power over sin and death. 

But Paul continues… 

9 
"Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of 

Jesus of Nazareth. 
10 

This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I 

shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when 

they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 
11 

And I punished them 

often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities. 

12 
"While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and 

commission from the chief priests, 
13 

at midday, O king, along the road I saw 

a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who 

journeyed with me. 
14 

And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a 

voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why 

are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' 

 

15 
"So I said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said, 'I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. 
16 

But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you 

for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things 

which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. 
17 

I will 

deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I 

now send you, 
18 

to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to 

light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.' 

This is an absolutely amazing testimony up to this point. Perhaps Festus, Agrippa 

and Bernice and all the commanders and the prominent men of the city had heard 

news about this sect of Judaism, called the Way. I also wonder had they had the 

opportunity to actually hear the Gospel message? For certain they are hearing it from 

the Apostle Paul himself. 

Paul goes on… 



19 
"Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 

20 

but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout 

all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, 

turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 

21 
"For these reasons the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 

22 

Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing 

both to small and great, saying no other things than those which the 

prophets and Moses said would come-- 
23 

that the Christ would suffer, that 

He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the 
Jewish people and to the Gentiles." 

Can you just imagine for a moment, how many were honestly impacted by Paul’s 

words here? How many of those great and prominent men of the city? How many of 

the soldiers and court servants? Did Festus truly hear these words? Did Agrippa or 

Bernice? 

When we cast out the seed of the Gospel, we don’t know how many will find root, grow, 

and become fruitful. But that doesn’t mean we stop declaring the Word.  

Sometimes the Word of God shared today, may not find root in an individual’s life for 

days or years to come. Many are the prayers of fathers and mothers for their children 

and grandchildren that might not be completely fulfilled for years to come. 

Some of you know that first hand. 

Paul shared from his heart and I honestly believe he wasn’t concerned about making 

his defense… he was making certain that the hope of the Gospel was made clear.  

 

And, just like today, as the Gospel is declared the reaction of those who hear it varies 

extensively… Some, like Festus try to distract and turn others away from the truth they 

just heard… 

24 
Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, "Paul, 

you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!" 
25 

But he said, 

"I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason. 
26 

For the king, before whom I also speak freely, knows these things; for I am 

convinced that none of these things escapes his attention, since this thing 
was not done in a corner.” 



The boldness of Paul is amazing. Standing before those who controlled life and death 

(at least in their own minds), yet Paul understood that they could do nothing to him but 

that the Lord God, Almighty would know and allow. Much like Jesus, standing before 

Pilate declaring "You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been 

given you from above (John 19:11).” 

Paul then in essence, side-steps Festus and turns directly to Agrippa 

27 
"King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe." 

28 
Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a 

Christian." 
29 

And Paul said, "I would to God that not only you, but also all 

who hear me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I am, 
except for these chains." 

There’s a lot of discussion about the meaning of Agrippa’s words at this point: 

“Do you think that with so few words you could convince me to become a Christian?” 

“Do you think that in such a short time you could convince me to become a Christian?”  

But whatever the answer Agrippa is actually side stepping Paul’s question: "King 

Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe."  Either a 

negative or positive response would have placed him in a very difficult position:  

 To say he doesn’t believe, would infuriate the Jews even more.  

 To say “Yes” to Paul’s question in the context he is asking would be tantamount 

to saying he believes that Jesus is the Christ.  

Personally I feel that both Festus and Agrippa were having a Crisis of Non-Faith. Their 

arguments against the Gospel had been taken away, but rather than surrender to the 

truth they heard, they had to turn to another direction…  

Albert Barnes: 
There is every reason to believe that Agrippa was never quite persuaded 
to embrace the Lord Jesus; and that he was never nearer the kingdom of 
heaven than at this moment. It was the crisis, the turning point in 
Agrippa's life, and in his eternal destiny; and, like thousands of others, he 
neglected or refused to allow the full conviction of the truth on his mind, 
and died in his sins. 



30 
When he had said these things, the king stood up, as well as the governor 

and Bernice and those who sat with them; 
31 

and when they had gone aside, 

they talked among themselves, saying, "This man is doing nothing deserving 

of death or chains." 
32 

Then Agrippa said to Festus, "This man might have 

been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar." 


