
1 
 

“Ah, But God…” 

Acts 23:11-24:27 

 

The whole incident had happened so quickly and without any provocation. The Apostle 

Paul had come to Jerusalem to bring back a mission’s report and some financial 

support for the Believers in the Church at Jerusalem.   

Paul had been warned that trouble was ahead, but he had also received the word from 

the Lord that he was to go to Jerusalem. So, not allowing the reality of threat of 

imprisonment or loss of life hinder him, Paul continued on to Jerusalem.  

When he arrived he discovered that the Jewish Believers in Jerusalem were still very 

zealous for the Law. Somehow, although they had been saved by grace alone, 

through faith alone, in Christ alone… the same as their Gentile Brothers and Sisters, 

the same as you and me. The problem was, these Jewish Believers had allowed 

tradition and the Law to still be preeminent in their lives. Knowing there would be 

trouble for Paul, even within the Church, the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem told 

Paul to fulfill a work of the Law by sponsoring four Jewish Believers who had taken a 

vow. 

In order to sponsor them, Paul himself would need to attend the Temple ceremony to 

fulfill the commitment of the vow. That would also require Paul to perform a personal rite 

of purification since he had been traveling with Gentiles and had become ceremonially 

unclean according to the Tradition and Law of the Jews.  

His entrance into the Temple grounds was the beginning of the issues with the Jews. 

Once they recognized him, they thought he had brought a Gentile onto the Temple 

grounds and even into the Temple itself. The Jews saw this as an opportunity to charge 

him with desecrating the Temple, and thereby execute him. The very thing the Jews had 

been trying to do throughout his missionary journeys… 

But God… Don’t you love it when you hear that phrase? 
Your life is in absolute turmoil, but God… 

You messed up SO Bad, and you have no idea of which way to turn, but God… 
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The enemy of your soul is sending every weapon at his disposal, he’s  doing all he can 
to destroy you, but God… 

The Psalmist had experienced the same thing in his life as he writes in --  

Psalm 46 
1 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

2 
Therefore 

we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, and though the 

mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 
3 
though its waters roar and 

be troubled, though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah 

Think about that for a moment… your whole world is falling apart… everything you 

counted as stable in this life is now shaking… it would appear the enemy of your 

soul is having his way… But God…  

The Psalmist remembered that God was still on His throne… God was still in charge of 

His creation… God is still his refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. He 

writes with the confidence that comes through experience, that his God will come 

through according to His promises... 
 
 

For the Apostle Paul the help of God came to him in an unusual way. It came by way of 

a pagan, Gentile, Roman Commander by the name of Claudius Lysias. And 

Claudius used the Roman forces to rescue Paul from the Jewish mob who were trying 

to kill him.  

But you need to remember, Claudius was no friend of Paul’s, or of Christianity, or 

even of Judaism. Claudius was a pagan Roman. Ah, but God… just as we’ve seen all 

through history, God was able to work through this pagan to get His glorious and perfect 

will accomplished.  

Now as Paul was under Roman protection, in the middle of the night the Lord spoke 

words of encouragement to Paul –  

Acts 23 
11 

"Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so 
you must also bear witness at Rome." 

This was positive assurance to the Apostle that whatever man might scheme, whatever 

Satan himself might try to devise, God still had a plan and purpose that He would work 

through in the Apostle’s life over and above all that man or the devil might try. 
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The enemy had some schemes going on for sure… some very evil schemes… But 

God…  

Are you getting the picture yet? Even when the enemy plans his worst, our God will 

always triumph over him… 

Even when the enemy’s plans are done in secret, God revels them through the light of 

His presence and nothing can stand against Him… 

12 
And when it was day, some of the Jews banded together and bound 

themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till 

they had killed Paul. 
13 

Now there were more than forty who had formed this 

conspiracy. 
14 

They came to the chief priests and elders, and said, "We have 

bound ourselves under a great oath that we will eat nothing until we have 

killed Paul. 
15 

Now you, therefore, together with the council, suggest to the 

commander that he be brought down to you tomorrow, as though you were 

going to make further inquiries concerning him; but we are ready to kill him 
before he comes near." 

The hatred of these men is amazing… it is religious hatred, a hatred fed by prejudice 

and pride. They bound themselves to an oath, they would neither eat nor drink till 

they had killed Paul.  

Oh, by the way, Paul lived on for years after this… those guys must have gotten pretty 

hungry… And looked mighty silly… 

This surely was not someone who had the mind of God!! This type of hatred and venom 

comes from the heart and mind of the devil and not from the heart of God. You can 

proclaim all the religious justification you can dream of, but the heart and mind of God is 

toward reconciliation and redemption – not destruction.  

But these “religious men” had long ago left the heart of God and were now serving the 

evil one. But God… Nothing was hidden from His view or hearing.  

16 
So when Paul's sister's son heard of their ambush, he went and entered the 

barracks and told Paul. 
17 

Then Paul called one of the centurions to him and 

said, "Take this young man to the commander, for he has something to tell 

him." 
18 

So he took him and brought him to the commander and said, "Paul 

the prisoner called me to him and asked me to bring this young man to you. 
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He has something to say to you." 
19 

Then the commander took him by the 

hand, went aside and asked privately, "What is it that you have to tell me?" 
20 

And he said, "The Jews have agreed to ask that you bring Paul down to 

the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire more fully about 

him. 
21 

But do not yield to them, for more than forty of them lie in wait for 

him, men who have bound themselves by an oath that they will neither eat 

nor drink till they have killed him; and now they are ready, waiting for the 

promise from you." 
22 

So the commander let the young man depart, and 

commanded him, "Tell no one that you have revealed these things to me." 

Do you see that for some time now God had pre-prepared Paul’s nephew to be in the 

right place at the right time?  

Was that just a coincidence?  

Not in the least.  

It was a God-incidence!! 

We don’t know any more about this nephew than what we read here. He was the son of 

Paul’s sister. We do know that Paul’s father had been a Pharisee, something he had 

shared when he stood before the Sanhedrin just a day before. And, since we also know 

that Paul had been trained there in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel, the great Jewish 

Rabbi of the day, it’s very possible that all of Paul’s family had moved to Jerusalem 

early on in his life. His sister could have even married a good Jewish boy who had 

become a Pharisee. Perhaps they were even secretly Christians… we really don’t 

know with what we are told. 

But whatever the case, somehow the scheme of these assassins had been made 

known to Paul’s nephew and he came to share it with Paul. The fact that he was 

granted access to Paul and Paul had some say-so in what the young man was to do, 

tells us that Paul was probably only under protective custody during this time. God was 

protecting him by providing the Antonio Fortress and a whole garrison of pagan 

Roman soldiers. Ya’ gotta’ love it!!  

As Paul sent his nephew to Claudius, the commander pulled the boy aside privately and 

spoke with him. Once he heard of the scheme to kill Paul, he jumped into action 

immediately. 
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23 
And he (Lysias) called for two centurions, saying, "Prepare 200 soldiers, 

70 horsemen, and 200 spearmen to go to Caesarea at the third hour of the 

night; 
24 

and provide mounts to set Paul on, and bring him safely to Felix 

the governor." 

Okay, you guys know that I’m not real sharp on math, so I broke out my calculator and 

sure enough that makes a total of 470 soldiers to protect this one man, Paul from the 

assassin’s threat.  

Okay, we need to stop right there and look really closely at something.  

In the physical world, Paul was one man and the Jews had 40 plus who were bound 

under a vow to kill him. Forty plus raving, lunatic, assassins against one man with 

bad eyesight and possibly bad knees (according to historians). 40 plus to 1 – that’s 

really bad odds no matter how you slice it… But God… 

God now provides 470 trained Roman soldiers – 200 soldiers, 70 horsemen, and 200 

spearmen, any one of them trained to be able to stand against 3-5 of the enemy.  

Well, guess what the odds were now? It took me a while to figure this out, but the odds 

are still 40 plus to 1. But now they’re in Paul’s favor. And, those 470 Roman soldiers 

were more than sufficient to fight against anything the Jewish assassins could bring on 

— even if it was 1 to 1 odds.  

The Roman Commander had taken nearly half of the forces under his command, and at 

9:00 at night they escorted Paul to Caesarea. The centurion in charge carried a letter to 

Felix, the current governor of the region… 

25 
He wrote a letter in the following manner:  

26 
Claudius Lysias, to the most excellent governor Felix:  

Greetings. 
27 

This man was seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by 

them. Coming with the troops I rescued him, having learned that he was a 

Roman. 
28 

And when I wanted to know the reason they accused him, I 

brought him before their council. 
29 

I found out that he was accused 

concerning questions of their law, but had nothing charged against him 
deserving of death or chains. 
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30 
And when it was told me that the Jews lay in wait for the man, I sent him 

immediately to you, and also commanded his accusers to state before you 
the charges against him. Farewell. 

You have to pause here again, at least a little bit and get the irony and the humor of 

this letter. Claudius is writing to his superior, the one who was the governor of the 

region – 

The Jews tried to kill him, but I rescued him: Well, actually there was almost a 

Jewish riot right under your nose… 

I found out he was a Roman citizen: Well, actually you had this Roman citizen 

tied to a post and was about to beat him… 

But Lysias certainly puts himself in the best of lights. But it was his letter and who was 

going to argue with him… 

31 
Then the soldiers, as they were commanded, took Paul and brought him by 

night to Anti-pa-tris’. 32 
The next day they left the horsemen to go on with 

him, and returned to the barracks.  

Once they arrived at Antipatris (about 37 miles from Jerusalem), the foot soldiers were 

excused to go back to Jerusalem, as Paul and the mounted soldiers continued on to 

Caesarea. 

33
 When they came to Caesarea and had delivered the letter to the governor, 

they also presented Paul to him. 
34 

And when the governor had read it, he 

asked what province he was from. And when he understood that he was from 

Cilicia, 
35 

he said, "I will hear you when your accusers also have come." And 
he commanded him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium. 

So now, Paul having traveled under high security is placed under the care of Antonius 

Felix, the governor of Judea. Under normal conditions Felix was not someone you could 

trust… not on any level. He actually married into power… 

He was married to Drusilla, a Jewess who was daughter of Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1) 

and who left her husband to become Felix’s third wife. She was sister of Herod Agrippa 

II (Acts 25:13ff). The Roman historian Tacitus said that Felix “exercised the power of 

a king in the spirit of a slave.” Felix was called “a vulgar ruffian” and lived up to the 

name.
1  

So you have to wonder, did Paul jump from the frying pan into the fire? 

                                            
1
 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 497. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ntbec?ref=Bible.Ac23.12-35&off=5911&ctx=he+safe+from+Felix%3f%0a~Antonius+Felix+was+g
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Under normal circumstances you might think that. Ah, but God… Once again we find 

God’s favor on Paul, even while surrounded by the power of Rome. Paul wasn’t put in 

a prison, he was actually almost a guest in the Praetorium, a beautiful palace on the 

coast of the Mediterranean Sea, built by Herod the Great. This was now the official 

headquarters of the governor. 2 

Acts 24 
1 
Now after five days Ananias the high priest came down with the elders and 

a certain orator named Tertullus. These gave evidence to the governor 

against Paul. 
2 
And when he was called upon, Tertullus began his 

accusation, saying: "Seeing that through you we enjoy great peace, and 

prosperity is being brought to this nation by your foresight, 
3 
we accept it 

always and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness. 

Can you feel the sap dripping off of this guy? 

4 
"Nevertheless, not to be tedious to you any further, I beg you to hear, by 

your courtesy, a few words from us. 
5 
For we have found this man a plague, 

a creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, and a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 

6 
"He even tried to profane the Temple, and we seized him, and wanted to 

judge him according to our law. 
7 
But the commander Lysias came by and 

with great violence took him out of our hands, 
8 
commanding his accusers 

to come to you. By examining him yourself you may ascertain all these 

things of which we accuse him." 
9
 And the Jews also assented, maintaining 

that these things were so. 

Funny how the story sounds so different depending upon who’s telling it. But Paul now 

gets his chance.  

10 
Then Paul, after the governor had nodded to him to speak, answered: 

"Inasmuch as I know that you have been for many years a judge of this 

nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself, 
11 

because you may 

ascertain that it is no more than twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem to 

worship. 
12 

And they neither found me in the temple disputing with anyone 

nor inciting the crowd, either in the synagogues or in the city. 
13 

"Nor can 
they prove the things of which they now accuse me. 

                                            
2
 Ibid. 
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14 
"But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a 

sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are 

written in the Law and in the Prophets. 
15 

I have hope in God, which they 

themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of 

the just and the unjust. 
16 

This being so, I myself always strive to have a 
conscience without offense toward God and men. 

17 
"Now after many years I came to bring alms and offerings to my nation, 

18 

in the midst of which some Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, 

neither with a mob nor with tumult. 
19 

They ought to have been here before 

you to object if they had anything against me. 
20 

Or else let those who are 

here themselves say if they found any wrongdoing in me while I stood before 

the council, 
21 

unless it is for this one statement which I cried out, standing 

among them, 'Concerning the resurrection of the dead I am being judged by 
you this day.'" 

22 
But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge of 

the Way, he adjourned the proceedings and said, "When Lysias the 

commander comes down, I will make a decision on your case." 
23 

So he 

commanded the centurion to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and 

told him not to forbid any of his friends to provide for or visit him. 

The Jews felt they could schmooze they’re way into having Felix do something against 

Paul, but Felix, the vulgar ruffian that he was, clearly understood the evil these Jews 

were planning against someone who really and truly did nothing wrong. 

He decided to put a continuance on the case, but rather than put Paul in a prison cell, 

he was allowed to have great liberty. 

24 
And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was 

Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 
25 

Now as he (Paul) reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the 

judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; 

when I have a convenient time I will call for you." 
26 

Meanwhile he also 

hoped that money would be given him by Paul, that he might release him. 
Therefore he sent for him more often and conversed with him. 

For you and me, at first glance, we see this indecisiveness from Felix and we think, 

“Just let the man go. He’s done nothing wrong.”  Ah, but God… 

Here Paul was given great freedom, while being under the protection of the Roman 

garrison at Caesarea. While there, God would give him multiple opportunities to 
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proclaim the truth of Christ before Felix, Drusilla, and any others who would have been 

within the area. And that’s not to mention those he was able to converse with 

throughout the weeks… actually months…, well actually years… 

As a matter of fact for at least two years Paul remained there at the Praetorium on the 

coast there in Caesarea, until Porcius Festus replaces Felix who was recalled by Rome. 

27 
But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and Felix, wanting to 

do the Jews a favor, left Paul bound. 

So, when e look at this, whose timing are we working under here? 

Not the Jews…, they would have killed Paul long ago! 

Not the Felix or the Romans, they’re not really sure what to do with him! 

Not even Paul’s, who would have planned this course in their own understanding and 

wisdom? 

Ah, but God… God was protecting Paul and giving him multiples of opportunities to 

testify of the grace and mercy of God, and of the salvation available through faith in 

Christ. How many responded to his teaching and sharing during those two years? We 

have no way of knowing. But one thing we can be assured of, God was having His way 

in spite of the Jews…, He was working out His plans and purposes in spite of the 

Romans…, and even in spite of what Paul, or you, or I, would have chosen in all of our 

wisdom and experience during this time.  

Paul had surrendered himself to be an instrument in the hands of Almighty God, 

who was Paul to tell the artist what tune to play? 

Do you recognize yourself as an instrument in the hands of the Master? Have you fully 

surrendered to His plans and His purposes? 

His desire is to play His interpretation of His composition through willing instruments.  

You may think your instrument is too soiled or damaged; you may think you’re not 

able..., ah, but God. 
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