
The Offense of the Gospel 
Acts 21:30 – 22:22 

 

 

S We ended last week with the seizing of the Apostle Paul while he was at the Temple. 

The Church leadership wanted him to go through a purification ceremony with some of 

the Believing Jews. Even before Paul could enter the Temple he, himself had to go 

through a purification time, since it was known that he had been with the Gentiles. I 

don’t think the purification ceremony was anything Paul would have done himself, but 

because he had determined that “to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews” 

(1 Corinthians 9:20), he was willing to go through the formality. 

S Now the Temple grounds in general were made up into primarily three areas – at 

least with what concerns us here. On the main Temple grounds area, outside of the 

actual Temple was what was called the Court of the Gentiles. S Those who were non- 

Jews, but “God Fearers” could come and partake of the worship at the Temple by 

staying outside in the area designated as the Court of the Gentiles. 

S Next we would have the Court of the Women. For any of the Jewish women who 

were very active in a lot of the Temple ceremony, they could move past the Court of the 

Gentiles and draw nearer to the Holy Place. 

S Then you go in another layer and you would find the Courtyard of Israel. Here is 

where the men would come in to offer their primary sacrifices, working with the Priests 

as they slaughtered the animals and placed them on the Altar.  

But there was one other place that I want to draw your attention to and that is the 

Nazirite Chamber. S This would have been where Paul would have been if the men 

had indeed taken a Nazirite vow. So rather he was here or in the Courtyard of the 

Men of Israel, the text doesn’t make clear.  



But, while Paul was in the Temple Proper, he was recognized by some of the Jews who 

had recently come in from Asia, and because he had had Gentile Believers with him 

earlier in Jerusalem, they thought he had brought them into the Temple. And as they 

recognized him, then in essence began a riot.  Verse 30 tells us…  

Acts 21 
30 

“And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, 

and dragged him out of the temple;S  and immediately the doors were 

shut.” 

Luke tells us, all the city was disturbed.  

 

Although it could mean that they were all off their rocker – which was entirely true at 

least for the moment, the word he uses is kinéō. S It actually means:  

“to set in motion,” “to stir,” “to cause,” with such nuances as “to disturb,” “to move,” “to 

instigate,” and in the papyri “to demand,” “to bring a suit or complaint.”
1
 

And because they were all stirred up, they grabbed Paul and “dragged him out of the 

temple”. To them Paul had committed just about the worst crime or sin in all of Judaism 

– they thought he had desecrated the Temple by bringing a Gentile into the court of 

the Jews. It was a form of blaspheming, the desecration of the Temple was a crime 

punishable by death. S And so, as they had dragged him onto the Court of the Gentiles 

area, they began to beat him mercilessly. They would have killed him too, but for the 

protection of the hated Romans. 

31 
Now as they were seeking to kill him, news came to the commander of the 

garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
32 

He immediately took 

soldiers and centurions, and ran down to them. And when they saw the 

commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 
33 

Then the 

commander came near and took him, and commanded him to be bound with 

two chains; and he asked who he was and what he had done. 

S On the northwest corner of the Temple grounds and actually attached to the Temple 

grounds was the Antonio Fortress. The Fortress was built by Herod the Great and here 
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is where a major detachment of Roman soldiers were stationed 24/7, all throughout the 

year. Their job was to keep peace on the Temple grounds. With all the factions of 

Judaism continually fighting for power and the possibility of a Jewish uprising happening 

at any time, the Romans kept close guard on the Jews at ALL times.  

There were four towers located on the four corners of the fortress (at least one of them 

reported to be 100’ in height). From these towers the guards were able to watch both 

the Temple and the city itself. In addition, all around the Temple grounds was a Portico 

which allowed a large number of Roman soldiers to continually circle the grounds, 

always ready for trouble.  

S From the Fortress there was a wide stairway with gates at ground level that would 

have allowed many soldiers to enter the Temple grounds quickly. Also, all around the 

Portico would have been wide staircases, allowing the Roman soldiers to descend to 

the ground level at five abreast. Their plan was to be able to squelch ANY problem with 

the upmost of speed.  

Luke tells us the news of the riot quickly made it to the “commander of the garrison”. 

S A little later in Luke we find that the name of this Commander or Tribune as they are 

called was Claudius Lysias (23:26). He was a high-ranking Roman military officer in 

charge of a (garrison or a) cohort, which consisted of 600-1,000 soldiers (a full cohort 

would have been 1,000, with 760 infantry and 240 cavalry).
2
 We’ll read much more 

about Claudius in the following chapters of Acts.  

But for now, Paul had already received a pretty good beating by the time the soldiers 

got there (we find later that he’s unable to climb the stairs), but no doubt their speed of 

arrival did keep him from further damage.  

Luke makes it pretty clear that Roman wasn’t a friend of Paul’s either – as far as they 

were concerned at this point, Paul was the instigator of the riot.  

 

S And as the commander of the Roman forces began to question Paul, the crowd 

started shouting out –  
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34 
And some among the multitude cried one thing and some another. So when 

he could not ascertain the truth because of the tumult, he commanded him to 

be taken into the barracks. 
35 

When he reached the stairs, he had to be 

carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the mob. 36 
For the 

multitude of the people followed after, crying out, "Away with him!" 

Once again, the intelligence of mob rule is made clear – some cried one thing and 

some another, so he could not ascertain the truth… 

So Claudius commanded that they carry Paul to the barracks because he had been 

beaten so badly already.  

37 
Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the 

commander, "May I speak to you?" He replied, "Can you speak Greek? 
38 

Are you not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a rebellion and led 

the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?" 

And Paul said, “What? Do I walk like an Egyptian?” Okay, no, he didn’t say that.  

S The fact is, Paul would have been able to speak Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, and 

Aramaic with no problem. Greek was the language of the culture of the region, 

Hebrew was his religious language, S Syriac was his birth language, and Aramaic 

was used primarily in the business and political arena in the Eastern Mediterranean 

area of the time. 

But this whole idea of Paul being mixed up with an Egyptian terrorist is actually easy to 

understand. According to Josephus, a Jew who turned Roman historian around this 

time frame: S 

“The Egyptian was a Jewish false prophet who stirred up a following of several thousand 

assassins, led them into the wilderness and from there to the Mount of Olives, where he 

promised that the walls of Jerusalem would fall at his command and allow them to easily 

defeat the Roman forces.  

Instead of Jerusalem’s walls falling, Felix (the Roman Procurator) arrived on the scene 

with heavy troops, killed about four hundred of them, took another two hundred captive, 

and put the Egyptian and the rest to flight.  



And this was just one of the many incidents Josephus related as having occurred during 

the tenure of Felix. 
3
 

It was also during this time that the Jewish freedom fighters or zealots (at least one of 

which – Simon the Zealot - became part of the Twelve Disciples) continually raised 

havoc for Rome. Here Luke calls them assassins,  S they derived their name (sikarios) 

from the Latin word sica, meaning dagger. Their practice was to mingle in large crowds 

on special occasions, plunge the daggers into their pro-Roman political enemies, and 

then quickly disappear back into the crowd.  

 

But Paul wanted the commandeer to know he was not one of those — 

39 
But Paul said,  S  "I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no 

mean city; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the people." 
 40

 So when 

he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned with his 

hand to the people. And when there was a great silence, he spoke to them in 

the Hebrew language, saying, 

Now it is here that Paul rehearses for them his life story, but more than that, his 

testimony of what Christ had done for him. He speaks of his loyalty to Israel and to 

Judaism, as well as own personal zealousness for the Law and hatred towards the 

Christians. But, he also speaks of how God supernaturally changed his life through the 

hope of the Gospel.  

We are going to hear this story once again as we finish up these last few chapters in 

Acts, but we are going to see that Paul is always ready, in season and out of season to 

give a reason for the hope that lies within him. He is very clear that although he had a 

great personal pedigree, his salvation was nothing about him, nothing about the Law 

and all about Grace. 

Listen to the words he speaks to this crowd that already wants to kill him –  

Acts 22 
1 
"Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now.” 

2 
And when they 
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heard that he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the more 

silent. S  

Then he said: 
3 
"I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up 

in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our 

fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today. 
 

The Gamaliel Paul speaks of here would have been Gamaliel I, was the son or grandson 

of the famous Hillel. Gamaliel was a highly honored rabbi of the day and actually in his 

prime influence from about A.D. 25–50. Rabbinic tradition gives him the title of President 

of the High Court (the Sanhedrin). He was held in such high esteem throughout Israel that 

years later the following statement was made of him in the Mishna: “When Rabban 

Gamaliel the Elder died, the glory of the Law ceased and purity and abstinence died.” 
4
 

And Paul is saying, “Look guys, you are charging me with desecrating the Temple and 

breaking the Law, but I was educated by Gamaliel… I know the Law!” S Then he goes 

on to tell them about how he had persecuted these Christians – 

4 
"I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons 

both men and women, 
5 
as also the high priest bears me witness, and all the 

council of the elders, from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and 

went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to 

Jerusalem to be punished. 

As Paul tells them “the high priest bears me witness” this would have been Ananias 

and there is little to no doubt that he would have been there among the crowd, 

overseeing the effort to execute Paul. He knew Paul and he knew about Paul’s past. 

Even the “council of the elders”, there would have been many of the Sanhedrin still 

serving in that position. No doubt, they too were in the crowd that day.  

The hatred for Paul was like a thick fog covering the entire area.       

Isn’t it amazing, particularly for those of you who have come to Christ later in life or at 

least as an adult, many times those that knew you from the past can’t imagine that what 

is going on in your life is real… or that it will last! I’ve often wondered what went on 

in the minds of Ananias and the multitude of Pharisees who had known Saul of Tarsus 

back when he was a zealot for the Law and a Christ hater.  
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What went on in their minds when they heard about or even saw the redeemed Paul of 

the Kingdom of God? 

S Because of the Odense of th Gospel, one of three things will happen whenever it is 

shared –  

 It falls on deaf ears and leads to ambivalence,  

 It brings conviction, leading to hatred, or  

 It brings conviction leading to salvation.  

The same thing happens with our lives if our lives are truly lived out for the glory of God. 

Our lives and testimony ought to be the very essence of Christ to a lost and dying world. 

We are called to be salt and light.  

If we are truly salt and light; if our lives have a consistency of the truth of the Gospel, 

our lives will bring conviction – not because we’re hammering everyone over the head 

with the Bible, but because we are living our lives in a way that brings glory and honor 

to Christ. And when that happens our lives will bring conviction – a conviction, leading to 

hatred, or a conviction leading to salvation. 

S But maybe, the first thing that needs to happen is that we ourselves need to be under 

conviction – not a condemnation, but a conviction to live our lives with a continual 

conviction to honor Christ.  

Paul lived that way, because he truly had a conversion testimony. Listen as he has this 

awesome opportunity to share it with all these who believe they are saved by the Law – 

he has the chance to fully and completely share his personal testimony of redemption 

with those who had just tried to kill him… ponder that one, if you will. 

Paul shares with them – 

6 
"Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon, 

suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me. 
7 
And I fell to the 

ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 

Me?' 
8 
So I answered, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said to me, 'I am Jesus 

of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.' 
9 
And those who were with me 



indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they did not hear the voice of Him 

who spoke to me. 

Jesus was personally intercepting Paul’s life as he was actively persecuting those 

who were Christians. He was on a mission of hate, and the love of God broke through.  

Think about it for a moment – do you remember when the Lord first broke through into 

your life. Perhaps you had heard about Him all of your life, but when was that time when 

He became real to you? 

Was there an abrupt change? Or was it gradual?  

Did he knock you off your proverbial “high horse”? Or did He reveal Himself through a 

series of events?  

When Paul’s life was finally and completely impacted by the Lord Jesus Christ, he had 

only one question… and I think it ought to be the same question we are continually 

asking… 

10 
"So I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Arise and go 

into Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed for 

you to do.' 
11 

And since I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by 

the hand of those who were with me, I came into Damascus.  

I find it interesting that the Lord didn’t give Paul ALL the information at that time. It was a 

step by step revelation. As Paul obeyed and went to Damascus, the Lord would reveal 

more to him. Not Jesus speaking verbally to him, but now he is using a man… by the 

way, at first the man, Ananias, didn’t want to go to Paul. He knew Paul’s past. But the 

Lord Jesus began to reveal Paul’s future to him and so Ananias was obedient… 

12 
"Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a 

good testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, 
13 

came to me; and he 

stood and said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight.' And at that same 

hour I looked up at him. 
14 

Then he said, 'The God of our fathers has chosen 

you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice 

of His mouth. 
15 

'For you will be His witness to all men of what you have 

seen and heard. 
16 

And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and 

wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.' 



I think it is always encouraging that our God has a future plan for us, regardless of our 

past. Even Israel with all her rebellion found hope in the future plans of God. Even while 

God was disciplining Israel by having them in captivity to Babylon, God’s words to them 

were of the future hope. Many of you know the verse found in Jeremiah 29 – 

Jeremiah 29 
11 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts 

of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 
12 

Then you will call 

upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 
13 

And you will seek 

Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

Once Paul encountered Jesus, he had to make a determined choice… a choice to be 

obedient or to continue to rebel. Once he showed his obedience, the Lord began to 

reveal to him a future and a hope.          

I’m wondering, if you were listening to Paul that day or even as you listen today, do you 

know that future and hope in your own life? 

Paul’s testimony continued and up to this point the people are listening and very 

possibly intrigued as to how God changed this guy that was so zealous for the Law. 

Paul continued…  

17 
"Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the 

temple, that I was in a trance 
18 

and saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste and 

get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony 

concerning Me.' 
19 

So I said, 'Lord, they know that in every synagogue I 

imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. 
20 

And when the blood of 

Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to his 

death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.'  

Here Paul is telling the crowd about this conversation he had with the Lord about how 

ungodly he had been. I think what Paul is trying to do here, in the midst of his guilt was 

tell the Lord how disqualified he was for the job.   

But the truth is, none of us are qualified for neither the grace of God nor the call of God 

in our lives – and the enemy continually reminds us of that, doesn’t he? Yet it is through 

the mercy of God and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that whosoever will may come. 



Even with the failings of the past, God was still showing Paul his future. After trying to 

disqualify himself from any future ministry, the Lord spoke to Paul again… 

21 
Then He said to me, 'Depart, for I will send you far from here to the 

Gentiles.'" 
22 

And they listened to him until this word, and then they raised 

their voices and said, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not 

fit to live!" 
23 

Then, as they cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust 

into the air, 
24 

the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, 

and said that he should be examined under scourging, so that he might know 

why they shouted so against him. 

Apparently Paul wasn’t real politically correct in his testimony. I looked it up and in the 

booklet, “The Soul Winners Book on Political Correctness”, page 92, and paragraph 3 it 

states, “When sharing your testimony with Jews, never mention the Gentiles. They will 

shut you off at that point.”  

Okay, there’s really not a “The Soul Winners Book on Political Correctness”. What you 

and I are called to do is take the opportunities given to us and simply share the reality of 

what Jesus has done in our lives. We then leave the results up to God.  

The fact is, we should strive to not be offensive in our words, but when the Gospel 

message itself is offensive… well, S that’s a different story.  

S The truth that all have sinned and fallen short  

of God’s standard is offensive to some –  

But share the Truth… 

S The truth of Jesus sacrifice  

on the cross is offensive to some –  

But proclaim the Truth anyway… 

S The truth of God’s grace being available  

to all men everywhere is even offensive to some…  

But you and I are called to not only live that Truth,  

but look for any opportunity to shout that Truth from the rooftops. 



(TEAM) 

Yes, the message of the fullness of the Gospel can be offensive to some, but as Paul 

declared in Romans 1 –S  

Romans 1 
16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 

salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek 

(Gentile)… 
18 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness, 

Let the Gospel message be offensive, because for some it will be the power of God to 

salvation.  

S The abundance of that Grace which touches even the Gentiles was totally offensive 

to those people who were so saturated with the Law and Tradition. And because they 

had no room for the Truth, they rejected both the message and the messenger. And so 

they suppressed the truth in their unrighteousness…   


