
The Call to Rome 

Acts 22:23 – 23:11 
 

Have you noticed that since you came to know the saving grace of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ that your life has been absolutely wonderful, with no challenges and no 

major issues? 

Yeah, neither have I. 

As a matter of fact the reality comes in that as we have issues and major problems in 

life, we do have the Lord to hold us and strengthen us. But we still have issues and 

problems.  

For the Christian, its not rather or not that we have problems, its how we release those 

things to the Lord, knowing that He is sovereign and omnipotent over ALL of His 

creation... including the issues in our lives. 

If you think that coming to Christ should have removed all the problems in life, you’ve 

not been paying attention during our study in Acts. 

S Last week we had shared how Paul had a great opportunity to witness to the Jews in 

the Temple. They had tried to kill him because they thought he had brought a Gentile 

into the Temple area. For the Jew, this was tantamount to blaspheme – they felt he had 

desecrated the Temple and so he deserved to die. But though he will be martyred, it 

won’t happen now and it won’t happen in Jeerusalem.  

The Lord has a plan and purpose for Paul to go to Rome. 

S But back in Acts 21:30 they dragged him out of the Temple proper and into the court 

of the Gentiles, they began beating him and would have beaten him to death if the 

Roman commander and his troops hadn’t intervened. As Claudius Lysias, the Roman 

Commander was bringing Paul into the security of the Antonio Fortress, they stopped at 

the stairway and Paul requested the opportunity to speak to the mob of Jews who had 

just tried to kill him. 



Beginning in Acts 22:1, Paul shared the testimony of his life, first by relating to the Jews 

as a fellow Jew who was trained by the great Rabbi Gamaliel, and then further speaking 

about he himself had persecuted the Christians even unto death, 
4 
“…binding and 

delivering into prisons both men and women, 
5 

as also the high priest bears me witness, 

and all the council of the elders, from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and 

went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be 

punished.”   

Then he had the opportunity to share how the Lord Jesus had appeared to him on the 

road to Damascus. And this changed everything in his life.  

S Everything was going fine until he mentioned the fact that the Lord Jesus had told 

him to depart from Jerusalem and go to the Gentiles. Let’s pick it up at that point in 

chapter 22, beginning at verse 17 

Acts 22 
17 

"Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the 

temple, that I was in a trance 
18 

and saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste and 

get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony 

concerning Me.' 
19 

So I said, 'Lord, they know that in every synagogue I 

imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. 
20 

And when the blood of 

Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to his 

death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.' 
21 

Then (the 

Lord) said to me, 'Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.'" 
22 

And they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their voices 
and said, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!" 

Now here is where I need to bring a little bit of clarity and a better understanding. Last 

week I joked about Paul being “Politically Incorrect” by even mentioning the name 

“Gentile” in a conversation with the Jews. But their anger was really more than against 

the name of the people group, Gentile. They actually had a more troubling thought. 

John Peter Lange in his Commentary of Acts brings to light the insight of an American 

theologian of the mid-1800’s: Dr. J. A. Alexander. S Alexander was fluent in over 30 

languages and a prolific writer, one of his commentaries, The Acts of the Apostles 



Explained, in two volumes, written in 1857 brings out an interesting twist on the 

reasoning for the Jewish rage against the Apostle Paul. Alexander writes: S 

“This word, not the word Gentiles … for it is not the last word in the Greek 

sentence … but the last part of Paul’s discourse, in which he undertook to 

justify his mission to the Gentiles on the ground of an express divine 

command, etc.” (Alexander).
1 

THAT’s when they cried out, “he is not fit to live!” the Greek parsing of the sentence 

brings about the idea or meaning, “He should not have been rescued,—his life should 

not have then been saved.” 2 

The fact that Paul declares that the Lord God, Himself had directed him to go to the 

Gentiles is what actually brought about the full on rage and hatred. These Jewish men 

couldn’t begin to fathom why the God of the Jews would tell another Jew to go and 

bring the Gospel to the Gentiles. The very thought of that was more than they could 

cope with. 

S Prejudice is a stupid thing, isn’t it? It makes fools of the wise and sucks the very 

life out of the living.  

I was reminded this week of a poem written in the 1960’s and made popular in the 

1980’s, this poem by James Patrick Kinney speaks so clearly of the prejudice that men 

of every walk in life can have… 

S The Cold Within 

Six men trapped by happenstance, in bleak and bitter cold 

Each possessed a stick of wood, or so the story's told. 

Their dying fire in need of logs, the first man held his back 

For of the faces round the fire, he noticed one was black. 

 

S One man looking cross the way, saw one not of his church 

And could not bring himself to give the fire his stick of birch. 

 

The third one sat in tattered clothes, he gave his coat a hitch 

Why should his log be put to use to warm the idle rich? 

                                            
1
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S The rich man just sat back and thought of the wealth he had in store 

And how to keep what he had earned from the lazy, shiftless poor. 

 

The black man's face bespoke revenge as the fire passed from his sight, 

For all he saw in his stick of wood was a chance to spite the white. 

 

S And the last man of this forlorn group did naught except for gain, 

Giving only to those who gave, was how he played the game. 

 

The logs held tight, in death's still hands, was proof of human sin 

They didn't die from the cold without, they died from the cold within.” 

 

S Rather it be religious prejudice, prejudice against ethnicities, or cultural prejudice, we 

do damage to the truth of the Gospel when we ourselves try to limit the power, the love 

and the stretch of God’s hand to a people or culture we don’t accept or understand. 

S Could it be that through prejudice, 

 even as Believers, we take the Lord’s Name in vain. 

These Jews couldn’t fathom that God would even care for, much less love the Gentiles. 

And certainly, He would never offer them a salvation equal to what they perceived they 

had obtained, simply by being born as a Jew. S 

So, as Paul declares that God, the God of Israel was sending him to the Gentiles with 

the message of the Gospel, these Jews once again exploded… 

23 
Then, as they cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the 

air, 
24 

the commander ordered (Paul) to be brought into the barracks, and 

said that he should be examined under scourging, so that (the commander) 

might know why they shouted so against him.  

While on the Temple Mount, the Jews wouldn’t have had access to any stones. And 

even if they did, they couldn’t have stoned Paul, because he was now under Roman 

protection. So instead, they began to take off or shake out their outer robes, shaking 

them or waving them in anger. Others would reach down on the stone pavement and 



scoop up what dust they could and throw it in the air. It was a ranting and raving against 

the words of Paul and the Roman protection. 

The Roman commander had had enough. S Because the conversation Paul had with 

the Jews and their angered cries were in Hebrew or Aramaic, the commander still didn’t 

know what the rage was all about. He didn’t understand why the conflict was so intense. 

So, he took Paul into the barracks of the Antonio Fortress and prepared to scourge him 

until he told him why the Jews were so upset. 

The scourge was an instrument of torture, S used to bring out a full confession of 

whatever crime the individual had committed. It had a hardwood handle of about 8”-12” 

so it could be held with two hands for maximum force. There were a multiple of leather 

strips attached to it. At the end of each of those leather strips would have been attached 

a small metal ball to add weight. Then along the strips there would be sharp pieces of 

bone and metal; each intended to tear the flesh open with every strike. This is the 

instrument used on Jesus during His torture prior to the crucifixion. The Romans were 

skilled in their craft and had learned from the nations they had conquered. S 

25 
And as they bound him with (leather straps), Paul said to the centurion who 

stood by, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and 

uncondemned?" 

As they tied Paul to the post prior to his scourging, Paul asked the simple, straight 

forward question to the centurion in charge, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man 

who is a Roman, and uncondemned?"  

And EVERYTHING stopped at that precise moment. The centurion understood, 

“Houston, we have a problem!” There was a major issue at hand. 

26 
When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying, 

"Take care what you do, for this man is a Roman." 
27 

Then the commander 

came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a Roman?" He said, "Yes." 
28 

The 

commander answered, "With a large sum I obtained this citizenship." And 

Paul said, "But I was born a citizen." 
29 

Then immediately those who were 



about to examine him withdrew from him; and the commander was also 

afraid after he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had bound 
him. 

Paul’s claim to be a Roman citizen suddenly and dramatically changed everything. It 

was against the laws of Rome for a Roman citizen to be chained or beaten without the 

due process of a court hearing. For them to beat him to get a confession would have 

been a major crime against a Roman citizen, the punishment being the same or worse 

treatment toward any who took part in the affair. The centurion knew he had to get the 

Roman commander involved for the sake of both of their freedoms and well-being. The 

commander came out to find out if it was true what he had heard from the centurion. 

Oh, the drama. No doubt there was a bead or two of sweat now running down the face 

of this mighty Roman commander, as he inquires of Paul, "Tell me, are you a 

Roman?" Paul said, "Yes." 
 
The commander answered, "With a large sum I 

obtained this citizenship." And Paul said, "But I was born a citizen."   

Regardless of military rank or common citizen, the cultural status of one who is born a 

Roman citizen is greater than one who purchased his citizenship. When Lysias declares 

that he had spent a great sum to acquire his citizenry, he was speaking of the practice 

of purchasing citizenry during the reign of Claudius Caesar. S During his reign an 

individual not of Roman birth could acquire Roman citizenship by a number of methods: 

 If an individual had enough finances, they could purchase Roman citizenship 

 He could acquire it by way of a bribe, if he had certain information leading to the 

embarrassment or imprisonment of some high ranking official 

 They could acquire citizenship by doing some great deed for the furtherance of 

the Empire or the Caesar himself. 

Whatever the case, Lysias would have to have gained his citizenship prior to becoming 

a part of the Roman Legion. Even though slaves served in the Legion, they were not 

official members and definitely would have never been given the position or status of 

being the tribune. Claudius Lysias had acquired his status as citizen of Rome at a great 

personal cost or from a powerful patron. But, Paul was born as a citizen, and once that 



was discovered, everyone backed away. Even the fact that they had tied a Roman 

citizen to the whipping post without trial would have been a great violation of the Law. 

S As a Roman citizen you could not be: 

• Executed 

• Beaten 

• Tortured 

• Put in Prison 

Without a public hearing. Lysias and all his company were in danger of breaking the 

Roman law at this point. 

30 
The next day, because he wanted to know for certain why he was accused 

by the Jews, he released him from his bonds, and commanded the chief 

priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down and set him 

before them. 

S The Sanhedrin was the highest court in all of Judaism. Made up of 70 Jewish men, 

with a majority of Sadducees, there was still a mixture of Pharisees including, at this 

time Simon the son of Gamaliel I as the supreme and ruling member of the court. But at 

this point Sadducee and Pharisee, although normally at odds with each other over many 

issues, come together here to bring accusation against Paul, the former Pharisee of the 

Pharisees and former champion of the hatred against Christians, now as a Christian 

declares that God is telling him to bring the hope of the Gospel to the Gentiles. 

The Roman commander had called for the meeting and the Sanhedrin had gladly 

accommodated him. 

Acts 23 
1 
Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, "Men and brethren, I 

have lived in all good conscience before God until this day." 
2 
And the high 

priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the 

mouth. 
3 
Then Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! 

For you sit to judge me according to the law, and do you command me to be 

struck contrary to the law?" 
4 
And those who stood by said, "Do you revile 

God's high priest?" 
5 
Then Paul said, "I did not know, brethren, that he was 

the high priest; for it is written, 'You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your 
people.'" 



 

Paul could be hot tempered at times, there is no doubt about this. Particularly when he 

saw an injustice being done. His ridicule of Ananias was sharp and to the point. It was 

against Jewish Judicial Law to strike or punish someone under testimony, before any 

guilt had been determined. 

Ananias, himself had been appointed as High Priest by Herod. He was nothing more 

than a Roman vassal. Most of the Jews didn’t like him because he was known for his 

greed and the fact that he would steal the tithes and the offerings of the people to give 

to his cronies. He was hated so much by the Jews that the zealots, the assassins 

actually kill him in AD 66 about eight years after this occasion. But the Romans 

tolerated and used him for their own benefit – so long as he kept the Jews in line. 

When Paul stated that he did not know, brethren, that he was the high priest he 

could have very easily been speaking sarcastically. I think Paul understood that this was 

a no win situation for him… so he tried another tactic – 

6 
But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other 

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, "Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, 

the son of a Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I 

am being judged!" 

7 
And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and 

the Sadducees; and the assembly was divided. 
8 
For Sadducees say that there 

is no resurrection--and no angel or spirit; but the Pharisees confess both. 

S Paul definitely smacked the hot button in Pharisee and Sadducee relations – the 

argument of the afterlife and the spirit world. 

But, you have to give credit to some of the scribes, wisdom actually began to show – 

9 
Then there arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the Pharisees' party 

arose and protested, saying, "We find no evil in this man; but if a spirit or 

an angel has spoken to him, let us not fight against God." 
10 

Now when there 

arose a great dissension, the commander, fearing lest Paul might be pulled 

to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him by force 
from among them, and bring him into the barracks.  

Ah, the best laid plans of man, once again have gone awry. 



I’m certain that Claudius had felt that he could have made some sort of discovery here 

to straighten out this battle. The problem for him was,  

 He was not in control…  

 But neither were the Jews…  

 And, neither was Paul…   

 It was God’s plans and purposes being worked out even through the 

hardheartedness of man.  

In the midst of all of this conceived confusion… surrounded by all of this hatred, 

prejudice, and mistrust… against every effort of man’s power and wisdom… God still 

had a plan.  

And God’s plan was that Paul was going to Rome. He would not die there on the 

Temple Mount, stoned by outraged Jews, prejudiced against anything having to do with 

the Gentiles. 

Neither would he die at the hands of an illegal Roman inquisition there at the Antonio 

Fortress. God had plans for him to be a witness in Rome… 

11 
But the following night the Lord stood by him and said,  S"Be of good 

cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also 
bear witness at Rome." 

And Paul did witness of Christ while in Rome.  S  

What lies ahead of us is the journey from Jerusalem to what is believed to be Paul’s first 

Roman imprisonment. It would be during this time that he would write the Epistle to the 

Ephesians, to the Colossians, the Philippians and a personal letter to a man named 

Philemon. 

And all the time in Rome, under house arrest, he has opportunity to share Christ with 

his guards all all who would come to his home. S 

Paul’s life would eventually be surrendered to the Roman executioners. Tradition tells 

us that he was beheaded in Rome somewhere between AD 66-68   



 

 

 

 


