
A Divided Grace: Pt 2 
Acts 21:21-30  

 

S Today we are looking at what I feel is part two of the message of last week, “A 

Divided Grace”. There are some difficult and challenging issues we looked at last week 

and we will continue with that this week.  

Last week we looked at the Christian Church in Jerusalem and an issue they were 

facing some 20 years after the birth of the Church and the understanding of the Gospel 

message. After coming to a saving faith in Jesus Christ by the grace of God, S  the 

Jews who now believed in Christ as Messiah were being pulled back into the lure of 

tradition and bondage to the keeping of the Law. Some never left it and others felt the 

obligation to return. They had grown up in the Law and they were comfortable with the 

community of even the non-believing Jews – this was family, friends, co-workers, 

neighbors… it was the only community they knew.  

So, when the elders at Jerusalem told Paul “how many myriads of Jews there are 

who have believed, and they are all zealous for the law, (21:20)” it’s actually the 

same battle Paul dealt with in reference to the Believing Jews in Galatia, S  when 

earlier he had written them –  

Galatians 3 
1 
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the 

truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as 

crucified? 
2 
This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by 

the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 
3 
Are you so foolish? 

Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 
4 

Have you suffered so many things in vain--S  if indeed it was in vain?  

5 
Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among 

you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? -- 
6 

just as Abraham "believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness." 
7 
Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons 

of Abraham. 



Or even the words he penned to Titus, in chapter 3, S  beginning in verse 4 

4 
But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man 

appeared, 
5 
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 

and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
6 
whom He poured out on us abundantly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

“not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy” 

In other words, it’s not by works of the Law that ANY become righteous. Through the 

words written here, as well as a host of others places in the writings of Paul, we S  

understand that this Life of Faith over the Works of the Law was difficult for the Jew to 

understand, even for the Believing Jew who had the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit.  

Some of these Jewish Brothers had heard or assumed that Paul was totally abandoning 

the Law and encouraging others to do so. S  The Church Leadership at Jerusalem tells 

Paul that many of these Jewish Believers, who were still very zealous for the Law –  

Acts 21 
21 

"(had) been informed about you that you teach all the Jews who are 

among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to 

circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs. 

This was totally untrue, but it had caused great concern for those Believing Jews who 

were so zealous for the Law. But, these guys were tame compared to those Jews who 

have continually rejected Christ and the hope of the Gospel. We will see that in a 

moment. 

But for right now, the Church Leadership in Jerusalem is going to try to appease the 

Believing Jewish population, by having Paul walk through a purification ceremony with 

some of the other Believing Jews from the Church. And of course, this ceremony had to 

take place at the Temple there in Jerusalem. 

Now as a side note, I want you to understand, this wasn’t considered a compromise 

by Paul, as much as it was being flexible enough in his life and faith so as not to cause 

a stumbling block to those who are hungry for the truth, but still tied to tradition.  

At this point, Paul had already written to the S  Church in Corinth –  



1 Corinthians 9 
19 

For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, 

that I might win the more; 
20 

and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 

win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win 

those who are under the law; 
21 

to those who are without law, as without law 

(not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I 

might win those who are without law;S   
22 

to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become 

all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 
23 

Now this I do 
for the gospel's sake, that I may be partaker of it with you. 

So, let’s look at what they are asking Paul to do. S   

The Church Leadership tells him –  

Acts 21 
23 

"Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have taken a vow. 
24 

Take them and be purified with them, and pay their expenses so that they 

may shave their heads, and that all may know that those things of which they 

were informed concerning you are nothing, but that you yourself also walk 

orderly and keep the law. 

25 
"But concerning the Gentiles who believe, we have written and decided 

that they should observe no such thing, except that they should keep 

themselves from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, 
and from sexual immorality." 

26 
Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with 

them, entered the Temple to announce the expiration of the days of 

purification, at which time an offering should be made for each one of them. 

 

It’s interesting here that the Leadership brought back to mind the decision of the 

Jerusalem Council that we find back in Acts 15, right after the First Missionary Journey 

concluded. What Luke gives us in Acts 15 is very close to what the Leadership is now 

telling Paul. In Acts 15 we find the Church Leadership writing a letter to the S  Gentile 

Churches stating:  

Acts 15 
28 

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no 

greater burden than these necessary things: 
29 

that you abstain from things 



offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual 

immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. 

These words are the exact same as they are telling Paul now here in Acts 21. But what 

has always concerned me was the issue of a Divided Grace at this point. What the 

Believing Jewish leadership are telling the Gentiles is one thing, but then they 

themselves and the other Believing Jews in and around Jerusalem are still living very 

much according to the traditions of the Law. No wonder there is so much confusion.  

You see, here’s the problem S  we are dealing with: 

If the simplicity of “grace through faith”  
was good enough for the Gentiles,  

why wasn’t it good enough for the Jewish Believers? 

What is going on in Jerusalem has a built in double standard. And that double 

standard continues to give strength to those who would be Judaizers. By zealousness 

of the Believing Jews of Jerusalem for the Law, they are actually stating that the Gentile 

salvation and walk in Christ is substandard.  

And to the Judaizers, it gives them strength and boldness to try to convert the Gentile to 

Judaism first, in order that they would have a more complete S  Christian 

experience.  

But... 

Is Grace truly Grace,  
or does one have to earn it by keeping the Law? 

 

Is it any wonder that Paul is so adamant when he declares in S  Ephesians 2:8-9 

Ephesians 2 
8 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
9 
not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

 

That’s one problem that is going on here, the other is the ceremony that Paul is about 

to go through.  



You and I need to be very clear here, the ceremony Paul was about to go through with 

these four men wasn’t a salvation issue, it was a tradition issue of the Jew – as a 

matter of fact it is a part of the Law according to the book of Numbers. Paul fully 

understood he was no longer under the Law, but he was willing to go through with it so 

as not to be a stumbling block. He knew that the truth of Grace was found in the walk 

of faith and not in the fulfillment of the Law.  

According to many scholars, it’s believed that the four men had taken upon themselves 

“the extreme vow of Jewish piety” S  known as the Nazirite vow – no consuming of 

wine or even grapes, no cutting of the hair, no contact with dead things, and a few other 

“laws”. The shortest time frame you could take the vow was 30 days. We don’t know 

how long these men had put themselves under the vow, but it was now the end of the 

commitment. 

The completion of the Nazirite vow called for cutting of the hair and burning it during a 

ceremony in the Temple. According to Numbers 6, there were S  also sacrifices 

involved – a male and a female lamb, a ram, S  and cereal and drink offerings 

(Num 6:14f). Most likely it was the expense of these offerings and sacrifices that Paul 

was going to pay for these men. 

S  There is absolutely no doubt that all of this was done as a compromise, to show 

the Believing Jews who were so zealous for the Law, that Paul had not fully abandoned 

the Law. In addition, this was also an apparent attempt in maintaining a witness to the 

Jews of the area.   

At this time we don’t see Paul being a part of the Nazirite vow, but he does go through a 

purification ceremony. A purification ceremony was customary for any Jew who had 

traveled outside of Jerusalem and in particular had traveled in an area which was 

primarily Gentile in population. This purification was a process that took seven days to 

complete and was a portion of the Law Paul was fulfilling more to placate the Jews in 

the Temple, more than any kind of a necessity for the Apostle. 

Once again, this whole process is spelled out for us in the book of Numbers – 



Those days of purification in verses 26-27 were most likely the days of Paul’s 

purification, since he had been traveling with the Gentiles. So, the Gentile Trophimus 

would not have been with Paul at all during that time frame. Plus, Paul would never 

have brought a Gentile into the Court of the Men of Israel (the Temple Proper). Paul had 

actually brought in four Jewish Believers who were trying to fulfill a portion of the Law 

through the completion of their Nazirite vow. And it was during these seven days of the 

purification process that the Jews of Asia, now visiting in Jerusalem recognized him… 

Acts 21 

27 
Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia, seeing 

him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 
28 

crying out, "Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches all men 

everywhere against the people, the law, and this place; and furthermore he 

also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 
29 

(For 

they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom 

they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.) 
30 

And all the city was 

disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged him out of 
the temple; and immediately the doors were shut.  

Paul is now stuck in a very dangerous place. In the process of the compromise, we 

soon see that the compromise doesn’t work.  

It is a hard lesson, but a lesson we all need S  to learn well – 

Grace is either all Grace or it’s nothing at all. S   

Trying to live by a division of both Grace and the Law will never work!! 

This whole battle of the Grace given to the Gentiles being different than the Grace 

given to the Jews brought nothing but strife and confusion.  

Again, I bring you back to Paul’s letter to the Galatians. This Church or actually this 

group of Churches located within the region of Galatia, was made up primarily of 

Gentiles who were being misled and hassled by the Judaizers (Jewish Believers who 

were still zealous for the Law). They were telling the Gentile Believers that they needed 

to keep the Law to be complete in their salvation. 

Paul had written S  to them earlier –  



Galatians 5 
1 
Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do 

not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 
2 
Indeed I, Paul, say to you 

that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 
3 
And I testify 

again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep S  
the whole law.  

4 
You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by 

law; you have fallen from grace. 
5 
For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for 

the hope of righteousness by faith. 
6 
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 

nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith S  working through love. 

7 
You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 

8 
This persuasion 

does not come from Him who calls you. 

 

So here in Acts 21 we see this battle going on as the Church in Jerusalem is trying to 

keep peace with the Jews… S  The problem is,  

How much does tradition drag us back into legalism? 

How much does trying to fulfill the Law draw us away from Grace? 

Here in Acts 21, S  I believe the Church is in a very precarious place. I believe she is 

in danger of shipwreck at this point in her young life and to be honest with you, I feel 

that the Holy Spirit used the tenacity, strength, and faithful obedience of the Apostle 

Paul to bring the ship back around and set her back on the right course of Grace.  

Yet, even today there are those churches who subscribe to the basic tenets of the 

Christian faith and yet they are more than willing to add to grace by placing their version 

of the Law on the followers of Christ.  

This is very important now, so you need to stay with me. I’m going to take a wee bit 

of a detour from this particular text if you will for a moment, but I feel it is so important 

that we stay on this specific doctrinal issue for a bit. The Church so desperately 

needs to remain watchful and not fall for this particular deceitfulness of the enemy. 



On Wednesday evenings, we are currently studying through one of Paul’s letters that he 

wrote while he was in the Roman prison – actually not too long after the events we are 

looking at here in Acts 21 – this is where these things are leading to. The book of 

Colossians is powerful all throughout, but I want to bring you to one particular set of 

verses.  

Because Paul knew that the Church was being bombarded by Judaizers and this issue 

of legalism, he wrote directly to the issue. If you have your Bibles, take a look at 

Colossians 2 

16 
So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a 

new moon or sabbaths, 
17 

which are a shadow of things to come, but the 

substance is of Christ. 
18 

Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight 

in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he 

has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
19 

and not holding fast to 

the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and 
ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. 

20 
Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, 

why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations-

- 
21 

"Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle," 
22 

which all concern things 

which perish with the using--according to the commandments and doctrines 

of men? 
23 

These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-

imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no 

value against the indulgence of the flesh. 

Understand, Paul isn’t telling the Church, “Just go out and live any way you want to.” As 

a matter of fact in the very next few verses, the next chapter (chapter 3), he tells the 

Church of Colossea S ,   

“
1 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 

where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
2 
Set your mind on things 

above, not on things on the earth. 
3 
For you died, and your life is hidden with 

S  Christ in God… 
5 
Therefore, put to death your members which are on the 

earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 

which is idolatry. 
6 
Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon 

the sons of disobedience.” 



Understand, S  just as he wasn’t telling them to “Just go out and live any way you want 

to;” neither is he telling the Churches to “keep the Law.” That’s not what he’s saying 

here. He is telling them – just as he’s telling you and me, “walk in obedience to the Spirit 

of God in ALL that you do. Live your life focused on the glory of Christ, not through 

some structured, cold command of keeping rules and regulations, or by the keeping of 

the Law.”  

We could never live up to that task. That is why we need to live our lives directed by and 

surrendered to the Holy Spirit of God. S   

Only as we press into Jesus do we find true victory over sin in our lives…  

Only as we walk in the fresh experience of the love of Christ do we find our 

hearts truly being changed… 

Our lives can only be truly changed from the inside out; and that, by the power of 

the Spirit of God, by the transforming our minds…  

So we find, S   

The battle comes in the surrender of our flesh over to His will…  

The work comes in the seeking of His presence in our lives… 

The struggle is to fight against the draw of the world, our flesh and even 

the Law… 

I finish with two quick, but powerful verses from S Romans 

Romans 8 
3 
For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God 

[did:] sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and [as an 

offering] for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 
4 
in order that the 

requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according 
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  

S  Romans 12 
1 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 



reasonable service. 
2 
And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

So, S  let us walk not according to the Law that kills, but in the undivided, fullness of 

the Grace given to us through faith in Christ, because of the love of God. 

Have you experienced that Grace in your life? 

 


