
 

The Strength to Continue  
Acts 21:1-15 

I believe we can all agree on the fact that Paul the Apostle was a man of action. Even 

though as we’ve seen through this study in Acts, there were a tremendous amount of 

attacks against him personally and against the message of the gospel… Even though 

there were times where his very life was in danger… Even though there were times that 

he had fear… He remained a man of action, set upon completing the work he had been 

called to do.  

Whatever you think about the Apostle Paul (whatever pedestal you try to put him) 

remember, it can be said of him just like Elijah, he was a man subject to like passions as 

we are. Or as the NKJV states it, “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours.” (James 

5:17) 

What I want to keep in front of you is the fact that with all that God was doing in and 

through him, Paul was not a Super Hero… S 

he would have never have made as one of the Fantastic Four, he would have never 

been invited to join the Avengers Team.  

Because Paul didn’t have any super powers, but what he did have was a deep faith in 

the One who is All Powerful, the One True God who is Omnipotent over all things and 

situations. And you know what, that same power is available to you and me even today.  

As we have gone through the book of Acts, S 

we saw how last week he had met with the Elders of Ephesus in the city of Miletus. He 

met with them on his way to Jerusalem to give them a time of encouragement and 

warnings. And in the midst of those words, he also shared with them these sobering 

words… look back with me at chapter 20:22-24 

Acts 20 
22 

"And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the 

things that will happen to me there, 
23 

except that the Holy Spirit testifies in 

every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 
24 

But none of these 



things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish 

my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to 

testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 
25 

And indeed, now I know that you 

all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my 

face no more. 

You see, Paul never expected to be a super hero. He simply wanted to be found faithful 

to the Lord Jesus and the call that was on his life. He didn’t know all the minute details 

of where that call would take him, but he did know that it would put his freedom and 

even his life on the line. Still, he was determined to be found faithful to the end. 

So, with that in mind, let’s press into chapter 21 of the book of Acts 

Acts 21 
1 
Now it came to pass, that when we (Paul and his traveling companions) had 

departed from them (the Elders of Ephesus, meeting in Miletus) and set sail, S 

running a straight course we came to Cos, S the following day to Rhodes, S 

and from there to Patara. 
2 
And finding a ship sailing over to S Phoenicia, 

we went aboard and set sail.  

Phoenicia was an area of land along the Syrian coastline. It is located in what we would 

know to be modern day Lebanon. The ship they found was traveling the right direction, 

but it would land in Tyre a coastal city a good piece north of where they would have 

liked to go, but apparently the timing of this particular ship worked best in their 

schedule. 

As they left the port of Patara, Luke continues to give us a clear description of the 

direction they traveled…S  

3 
When we had sighted Cyprus, we passed it on the left, sailed to Syria, and 

landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to unload her cargo. 

The sailing trip from Patara to Tyre could have taken up to a week, depending upon the 

prevailing winds during that time of year. With the Island of Cyprus to their left, they 

landed in the major port city of Tyre. This was the intended destination for the ship and 

its cargo, but Paul and his company still had in mind to travel on to Jerusalem.  



As they waited Paul and company for that there in Tyre were a group of Believers. Most 

likely these were Gentile Believers since no mention of a synagogue or connection to it 

is mentioned – and they were there seven days. 

4 
And finding disciples, we stayed there seven days. They told Paul through 

the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 
5 
When we had come to the end of those 

days, we departed and went on our way; and they all accompanied us, with 

wives and children, till we were out of the city. And we knelt down on the 

shore and prayed. 
6 
When we had taken our leave of one another, we 

boarded the ship, and they returned home. 

Once again, Paul is warned in the Spirit that he would be in danger once he arrived at 

Jerusalem. The wording that we have in verse 4 has caused some to speculate that 

since the Holy Spirit warned him not to go, that he should have not gone to Jerusalem. 

However, the phrasing could have just as easily been that the Spirit had warned the 

people of Tyre that Paul would be in danger once he went to Jerusalem. But, the Holy 

Spirit wasn’t saying don’t go, since that would have been a direct contradiction to 20:21 

where Paul declares I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem.” 

Paul understood that God had a purpose for his going and he knew there would be a 

personal cost to pay. S  

7 
And when we had finished our voyage from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, 

greeted the brethren, and stayed with them one day. 

8 
On the next day we who were S Paul's companions departed and came to 

Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the 

seven, and stayed with him. 
9 
Now this man had four virgin daughters who 

prophesied. 

If you remember back in the earlier chapters of the book of Acts, back in chapter 6, the 

seven men who were appointed by the Church in Jerusalem to take care of the physical 

needs of the Church, particularly the food distribution for the widows – Philip was one of 

those seven men. It was also Philip that the Holy Spirit used to lead the Ethiopian 

Eunuch to Christ by sharing with him from the book of Isaiah. It was after that time that 

we read that S Philip ended up in Caesarea. At this point Philip had been in Caesarea 



for about 20 years. He had married and the Lord had given him four daughters who had 

the gift of Prophecy.  

It’s interesting to note that although Luke makes mention that these daughters had the 

gift of Prophecy, he doesn’t list any words they may have shared during the time that 

Paul and the missionary team were there. But, after several days at Philips house, the 

Lord brings another man onto the scene, Agabus. We read of Agabus earlier in Acts, in 

chapter 11 – S 

27 
And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 

28 
Then one of 

them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was 

going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in 
the days of Claudius Caesar. 

No doubt, the Lord had His hand on this Brother. He now comes to Caesarea and to the 

house of Philip… Bak in Acts 21...S  

10 
And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down 

from Judea. 
11 

When he had come to us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own 

hands and feet, and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at 

Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands 
of the Gentiles.'" 

12 
Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place 

pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem. 
13 

Then Paul answered, "What 

do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to 

be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 
14 

So 

when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, "The will of the Lord 

be done." 

 

Over and over the message had come. Confirmation after confirmation had declared 

that Paul would be imprisoned or worse, once he gets to Jerusalem. There is a 

doctrinal truth that is being laid out before us here that many in the Christian community 

totally disregard – to their own hurt. And that truth is: S 

Being a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ 
doesn’t shield you from times of trouble, 

 conflict, or even times of absolute devastation. 



S But it does give you a strong foundation 

allowing you to have strength during the storm. 

The Holy Spirit continued to form this doctrinal truth in the Apostle’s mind and spirit. 

Until some years later he would S write to Timothy these words in 2 Timothy 3  

10 
…you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 

longsuffering, love, (as well as my) perseverance, 
11 

persecutions, afflictions, 

which happened to me… what persecutions I endured. (Yet) out of them all 

the Lord delivered me. 
12 

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will suffer persecution. 

This truth was already formed in Paul’s mind. He was now in the process of walking out 

his belief… living out the doctrines he knew to be true.  

I think anyone who has been a Believer for a while understands the continual tension of 

remaining strong and faithful, even when life seems to be either falling apart around 

them or attacking them from every side. S 

How do we stay strong in the midst of future battles? 

S By being faithful and obedient in this present hour. 

So many scriptures remind us that we need to be found faithful and obedient in times of 

blessing, so that when the battle comes we can stand strong against the press. 

There is not an army that has ever survived that hasn’t trained and prepared 

themselves during times of peace. 

There’s not a team S that has ever won a World Series, a Super Bowl, or the Stanley 

Cup without first practicing and training before the actual contest begins.  

How you live your life during the times of relative calmness will be the determination of 

rather or not you will stand during times of conflict. As the word of the Lord in Jeremiah 

12 tells us – S 

5 
“If you have run with the footmen, and they have wearied you, then how can 

you contend with horses? And if in the land of peace, in which you trusted, they 

wearied you, then how will you do in the floodplain of the Jordan? 



 

It is in our current faithful obedience that our foundation is made firm and strong. 

Firm and strong to be able to withstand the most violent of attacks. 

This is what Jesus taught His followers. S Look with me in Matthew 7, beginning in 

verse 24 –  

24 
"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will 

liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 
25 

and the rain 

descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and 
it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 

26 
But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will 

be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 
27 

and the rain 

descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and 
it fell. And great was its fall."   

What Jesus is telling us here is that our current life of obedience is building a strong 

foundation for future attacks. Without consistent obedience we have no reliable stability 

in our life. If our hope is not anchored solidly in Christ and the Word of God, we will 

be destroyed in the midst of the battle. S 

 

Edward Mote was born in London in January 1797, his parents managed a pub and often 

left Edward to his own devices playing in the street. Speaking of these childhood years he 

once said, "So ignorant was I that I did not know that there was a God."  

He was finally exposed to the Gospel message, receiving Christ and was baptized the age of 

18. He was trained as a cabinet maker and worked in London for 37 years. It wasn’t until his 

50's that he entered the ministry and became pastor at Rehoboth Baptist Church 

in Horsham, West Sussex, where he pastored for 26 years. He was so well liked by the 

congregation in Horsham and they offered him the church building as a gift. Mote replied "I 

do not want the chapel, I only want the pulpit; and when I cease to preach Christ, then turn 

me out of that."
1
 

During his life Mote also wrote a few hymns. One in particular became very popular. The message of 

the song hits the point I’m trying to make today. See if this verse is familiar to you…S  

                                            
1
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His oath, His covenant, His blood, support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 

Another verse…S  

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 

S My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus Christ, my righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
  
 

S When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found; 
In Him, my righteousness, alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
 

S On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
  

S The Apostle Paul didn’t write those words, but he lived them. In the midst of attacks 

and even fears, he continued to stay secure on the firm foundation of his faith in Christ. 

Luke writes for us here in Acts 21:15 

15 
And after those days we packed and went up to Jerusalem. 

And guess what happens when he gets to Jerusalem? 


