
A Faithful Shepherd 
Acts 20:1-38. S  

S As you recall, the last time we were here in Acts, we finished up Chapter 19 where 

Paul had begun his Third Missionary Journey. S After moving through the areas known 

as Galatia and Phrygia Paul landed in Ephesus. He ministered to both the Jews and the 

Greeks of the region for almost three years. S  Because there was such a powerful 

move of the Spirit of God in the city of Ephesus, people were turning from their pagan 

worship of the goddess Diana. The merchants were losing money and they stirred up 

the people of the city. 

A riot started to take place and was quickly getting out of hand until the Clerk of the City, 

brought them to calmness warning them that Rome wouldn’t look too favorably upon the 

actions of the populace and the whole city would suffer due to the reactions of the 

authorities if they didn’t settle down. 

Acts 19:40-41 the City Clerk declared:  

40 
"…we are in danger of being called in question for today's uproar, there 

being no reason which we may give to account for this disorderly 
gathering." 

41 
And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly. 

Well, that’s how chapter 19 ends and now we pick it back up in S chapter 20… 

Acts 20 
1 
After the uproar had ceased, S Paul called the disciples to himself, 

embraced them, and departed to go to Macedonia. 
2 
Now when he had gone 

over that region and encouraged them with many words, S he came to 

Greece 
3 
and stayed three months.  

We understand from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians that this particular stop was not 

simply in Greece generally but it was in the city of Corinth. And he stayed there for three 

months. 

Luke doesn’t give us much detail about this portion of the journey, but in 2 Corinthians 

we read about the stress Paul was under. First of all traveling from Ephesus up to Troas 

his plan was to share the hope of the Gospel while in Troas and he had expected to find 



his friend and co-laborer in the ministry, Titus there in Troas…in 2 Corinthians 2 we 

read that  

12 
…when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened 

to me by the Lord, 
13 

I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus 
my brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed for Macedonia.  

But even when he arrived in Macedonia, Paul tells us in chapter 7 of 2 Corinthians that 

there were attacks, but also comforts… 

5 
For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we 

were troubled on every side. Outside were conflicts, inside were fears. 
6 

Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming 

of Titus, 
7 
and not only by his coming, but also by the consolation with which 

he was comforted in you, when he told us of your earnest desire, your 
mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even more. 

So, after finding Titus in the area of Philippi, Paul and company moves on into Corinth 

and stays for about three months. S From there his plan was to sail directly back to S 

Syria and then Jerusalem. S But the Jews heard about his plan… 

3b
 And when the Jews plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he 

decided to return through Macedonia.  

Their idea was probably to be on the same ship as Paul and once out at sea to attack 

and kill him. S So once again, Paul’s best laid plans are adjusted. ”A man makes his 

plans, but the Lord directs his steps.” 

So, instead of sailing to directly to Syria, he and his team travel over land back up 

through Macedonia. S The Lord has a plan, but I’m not sure if Paul is totally aware of it 

or not. So, he gathers his team together... 

4 
And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia--also Aristarchus and 

Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and 

Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 
5 
These men, going ahead, waited for us at 

Troas. 
6 
But we sailed away from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened 

Bread, and in five days joined them at Troas, where we stayed seven days. 



You should have caught the fact that with the use of “we“, as Paul and  the remainder of 

the team sail from Philippi, Luke the Physician now joins the team again. 

S They had stayed in Philippi long enough to celebrate the Day of Unleavened Bread. 

This was during the time of Passover, which was followed by the Day of Unleavened 

Bread. S Then from Philippi, they set sail across the Aegean Sea and land in Troas, 

where Luke writes: “where we stayed seven days.” S  

As the chief port of north-west Asia Minor, the place prospered greatly in Roman 

times, becoming a "free and autonomous city" as early as 188 BC,[4] and the 

existing remains sufficiently attest its former importance. In its heyday the city 

may have had a population of about 100,000 

 

7 
Now on the first day of the week (Sunday), when the disciples came 

together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them 
and continued his message until midnight. 

We don’t know for certain when Paul started to preach, but he did keep going until 

midnight...  

8 
There were many lamps in the upper room where they were gathered 

together. 
9 
And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who 

was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by sleep; and as Paul 

continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and was taken up 

dead. 
10 

But Paul went down, fell on him, and embracing him said, "Do not 
trouble yourselves, for his life is in him." 

11 
Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and talked a long 

while, even till daybreak, he departed. 
12 

And they brought the young man in 
alive, and they were not a little comforted. 

Okay, can you put yourself in the shoes of Eutychus? For the rest of his life, he’s known 

as the guy who fell asleep while PAUL was preaching. Paul understood that his was 

going to probably be the last time of sharing with these folks in a face to face manner. 

No doubt, he was pouring his heart out.  

I mean, let’s face the truth: some folks get weary after a 30 minute message, but Paul is 

teaching for hours here.  



The room is probably filled with people wanting to hear the Apostle teach. This is now 

the Spring of the year and could have been very warm. Eutychus is sitting in the window 

trying to catch the breeze when suddenly his eye lids fell… and so did he! 

Some have said that following this event, S Eutychus became the Patron Saint of those 

who fall asleep during the sermon. I’m not so sure that’s all true, but I do know that 

there are those who fall asleep during sermons… of course all present company would 

be exempted.  

Luke then lays out the direction of travel for Paul and company. From Troas… S 

13 
Then we went ahead to S the ship and sailed to Assos, there intending to 

take Paul on board; for so he had given orders, intending himself to go on 

foot. 
14 

And when he met us at Assos, S we took him on board and came to 

Mitylene. 
15 

We sailed from there, and the next day S came opposite Chios. 

The following day S we arrived at Samos and stayed at Trogyllium. S The 

next day we came to Miletus. 
16 

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, 

so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at 

Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost. 

I honestly believe that Paul figured that if he landed in Ephesus a couple of things would 

take place:  

1. There would have been many people would have wanted him to stay longer – 

it would have been harder to break away quickly, and  

2. Those who started the previous riot would once again stir up trouble. Paul was 

trying to get to Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost. So they sailed 

past Ephesus and landed in the S coastal city of Miletus some 30 miles south of 

Ephesus. 

Apparently the ship docked for a few days there in Miletus, giving time to send someone 

up to Ephesus to gather the elders of the Church together and time enough for them to 

travel back to Miletus. 

Once again we have here a powerful message from the heart of the Apostle to those he 

loved and served with for three years.  



17 
From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 

18 

And when they had come to him, he said to them: "You know, from the first 

day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 
19 

serving 

the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me 

by Sthe plotting of the Jews;  
20 

how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but 

proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, 
21 

testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith 

toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

His life was a testimony for Christ. His message was the same no matter who he spoke 

to: all men everywhere need to repent and turn in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

22 
"And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the 

things that will happen to me there, 
23 

"except that the Holy Spirit testifies in 
every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 

Paul understood that even though his journey had already been rough, it wasn’t going to 

get any easier. Yet through it all, he remained as a Faithful SShepherd and Servant of 

the Lord Jesus.  

He knew there would come a time when he would lay down his life for his Lord and 

Savior… 

S 
24 

"But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to 

myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I 

received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 
25 

And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching 

the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 
26 

Therefore I testify to you 

this day that I am innocent S of the blood of all men. 
27 

For I have not 

shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.  

How do you finish your race with joy?  

 By being faithful even during the hard times.  

 By walking in obedience to His will and not our own.  

 By always understanding, “Its not my will but Yours Lord.” 

Paul understood that obedience has its own reward.  

Faithful obedience,  



particularly during times of great difficulty  
has a great reward...  

the reward of being found faithful  
in service to our God... 

Paul had been a Faithful Shepherd, declaring the whole counsel of God and doing it in 

such a way that he owed no man anything.  

 He had made clear the need for repentance and obedience …  

 He had been a faithful watchman to declare the coming judgment of God…  

 He pointed them to the way of salvation through faith in Christ… 

 He had given them all that he had and now he would see them no more.  

But he also knew they needed additional warnings… 

28 
"Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which 
He purchased with His own blood.  

29 
For I know this, S that after my departure savage wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock. 
30 

Also from among yourselves men will 

rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves. 
31 

Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not 
cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 

Paul didn’t need special revelation to make this statement. I think he understood 

enough about human nature. He knew the enemy was always there lurking on the 

outside of the flock, looking to attack the stragglers, those that weren’t in close 

connection with the rest of the flock or with the Shepherd. 

He also understood that there were many who hid out right in the middle of the flock, 

hiding in plain view, but dressed as sheep. But in reality, they were truly wolves in 

sheep’s clothing. As soon as the shepherd left or turned his attention away, these 

wolves would be ready to pounce upon any vulnerable lamb and bring them to 

destruction.  



32 
"So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, 

which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those 

who are sanctified. 

33 
I have coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. 

34 
Yes, you yourselves 

know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who 

were with me. 
35 

I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that 

you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that 
He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 

 

36 
And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them 

all. 
37 

Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, 
38 

sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his 
face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship. 

S 

 


