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Get Out of the Way 
Acts 19:21-41 

 

“The best laid plans of mice and men, oft go astray.” 

The saying is credited to the 18th century Scottish poet Robert Burns, but the point of it rings 

just as true today, as well as back in the First Century, for the Apostle Paul. 

Truly the Word tells us: “A man my make his plans, but the LORD will bring about the 

outcome.” 

We’ll get back to that in a moment. 

Thus far, during the Apostle Paul’s time in Ephesus we have seen the hand of the Lord move 

mightily and give him great favor. The Lord gave him the ability to openly proclaim the hope of 

the Gospel and teach the Word of God daily in the School or Tyrannus for two years. And, 

they were able to send others out throughout the surrounding region, “…so that all who 

dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” (Acts 19:10) 

It was an amazing time of both direct and indirect blessings from the Lord and great 

freedom in the Gospel.  

We looked at some of this last week as some in their own strength, not even as Believers 

came to try and replicate the miracles operating through the Apostle. And God demonstrated 

His power and ability to keep His Word and message true, guarding it from those that would 

merchandize the message and fleece the people of God. 

And so a very strong move of the Holy Spirit swept over Ephesus, –  

…both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and 

the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified (19:17). So the word of the Lord grew 

mightily and prevailed (19:20). 

For two years, there was relative peace as Paul ministered there in the great city of 

Ephesus. But now, a time of change was about to take place. Look with me now, beginning 

at 19:21 — 

Acts 19 
21 

When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had 

passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, "After I have 
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been there, I must also see Rome." 
22 

So he sent into Macedonia two of those who 

ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time. 

 

When Luke writes Paul purposed in the Spirit, in many of your translations and versions you 

probably have the word “Spirit” capitalized, therefore, in effect interpreting it to mean the 

Holy Spirit. However, the syntax of the Greek manuscript and even the phrase itself would 

allow it to also mean “Paul made up his mind.” So, you have to look at the context and the 

final results. 

I don’t say that to minimize the move of the Holy Spirit in the Apostle’s life… we’ve seen that 

all through the book of Acts. What I’m saying is that even with the best of intentions, our 

preconceptions can input OR remove things in the Word that were never the intent of 

the writer.   

There’s no doubt that Paul was led by the Spirit in his life and ministry, but the verb that Luke 

uses here in the Greek is clearly purposed, and not led.    

 In his own heart and mind Paul was pulling together a plan.  

 A plan that no doubt he felt the Lord’s leading.  

According to Paul’s plan he was going to first go back across the Aegean Sea and visit 

Macedonia and Achaia (Achaia is the area of Athens and Corinth, what we know as Greece). 

Then, from there he would set sail to head back east to Jerusalem. After visiting there for 

some time, he then determined in his mind to go to the great city of Rome, the center of the 

Roman Empire.       

How many of you have experienced what the writer of Proverbs means when he tells us in 

Proverbs 16:9 “A man's heart plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.” 

When we are surrendered to and desire to be led by the Holy Spirit of God, there are times 

when you and I feel compelled or determined in our hearts to head one direction or another. 

But... because we are submitted to the leadership of the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives, we 

also need to be willing to accept His “redirection”. We find in chapter 20 where Paul made it 

to Macedonia and to Greece, but from there the trip took a bit of a detour.  
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We’ll look at that more in detail when we get into chapter 20. But for now I simply wanted to 

encourage you: too many times, well intending Believers say, “the Lord told me such and 

such…” when in reality it was their heart or emotions that were leading that direction… not 

necessarily in a bad way, but again it was not really and truly God.  

Be careful Church. Don’t be guilty of putting words into God’s mouth. It’s always better to 

say, “I feel led…” rather than “God said…” Once the thing is over, you can give God the glory 

for His leading. Or if it doesn’t turn out, you can simply be honest and say, “I thought this was 

the way, but…”  

When you say, “God said…” and you’re not directly referring to what the scripture 

declares, you have set yourself up as a Prophet. And the accountability for Prophets is 

even higher than that of teachers. James tells us that teachers shall receive a stricter 

judgment, but for Prophets, the Word tells us that unless they are 100% correct that we 

should stone them… I’m just sayin’. 

Well, 

As Paul was making his plans, he sent Timothy and Erastus ahead of him. There were still 

other disciples or Believers in Ephesus who were with Paul, but Timothy and Erastus were 

two of those who ministered to him. And apparently, he sent them ahead to make provisions 

and to let the Churches in the area know he was coming. 

But, before he was able to leave…  

23 
…about that time there arose a great commotion about the Way.  

Again, the Way is the designation given at this time for the Church, the Believers in Jesus 

Christ, both Jew and Gentile. Although Paul had been there for two years without major 

conflict, now, as he’s preparing to leave, a great commotion arises…   

24 
For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of 

Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. 
25 

He called them together with the 

workers of similar occupation, and said: "Men, you know that we have our 

prosperity by this trade. 
26 

"Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, 

but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many 

people, saying that they are not gods which are made with hands. 
27 

So not only is 

this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the 
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great goddess Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom all 

Asia and the world worship." 

It’s interesting to note that there are only two cases within the book of Acts where the 

commotion or attack against Paul and the church was led by Gentiles: here and in 

Philippi with the release of the young girl who was demon possessed – and both of them 

dealt with the loss of finances for the Gentiles due to the work of the Spirit of God within the 

community. For the Jew, the problem was theology and doctrine, but for the Gentile the impact 

was on worldly possessions and finances.  

Think about that the next time you go to tell a joke about Jews and money! 

Buut back to the point at hand, I think it pretty awesome when the Spirit of God is moving so 

powerfully within a place that it begins affecting the economy. That’s a change that can’t 

be denied. 

Demetrius was a silversmith and he had been impacted by the loss of revenue after many of 

the people turned from their idols and started worshiping the One, True God. As a matter 

of fact, Demetrius states the absolute obvious: “…throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has 

persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made 

with hands.” 

Well of course they’re not gods. You made them with your own hands!!! Isaiah speaks of the 

foolishness of these images and idols and the absolute fallacy concerning their ability to do 

anything –  

Isaiah 46 
6
 They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver on the scales; they hire a 

goldsmith, and he makes it a god; they prostrate themselves, yes, they worship. 
7 

They bear it on the shoulder, they carry it and set it in its place, and it stands; from 

its place it shall not move. Though one cries out to it, yet it cannot answer nor save 

him out of his trouble. 

 

Demetrius then uses, oh just a little bit of hyperbole when he makes the statement that Diana 

was the one ”whom all Asia and the world worship.” Not everyone worships her, that’s 
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the reason you’re now losing money!! But, as soon as he makes the statement, the crowd 

went wild –  

28 
Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and cried out, saying, "Great 

is Diana of the Ephesians!" 
29 

So the whole city was filled with confusion, and 

rushed into the theater with one accord, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, 

Macedonians, Paul's travel companions. 
30 

And when Paul wanted to go in to the 

people, the disciples would not allow him. 
31 

Then some of the officials of Asia, 

who were his friends, sent to him pleading that he would not venture into the 

theater. 

 

So, let me see if I have this straight, Diana of the Ephesians is so great, they had to come to 

her defense…, by rioting. For whatever reason, they couldn’t find Paul at that moment, but 

they did find Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's travel companions from Macedonia and 

dragged them into the theater. During the First Century, the theater in Ephesus could seat 

upwards to 25,000 people. 

Paul wanted to go out in their defense, but not only did the disciples not allow him, but then 

some of the officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him pleading that he would not 

venture into the theater.           

This is interesting. Luke calls them officials of Asia, their actual title was Asiarchs – or Rulers 

of Asia. It was a community position. These men oversaw anything having to do with religion or 

political issues and conflicts – they were supposed to rule on these things and keep the peace.  

Luke clearly states that these officials of Asia were friends with Paul. Now, we don’t know if 

these men were Believers, but there is a very good chance that they were not. Luke only 

describes them as officials of Asia or Asiarchs. I think it would be very conceivable that Paul 

had non-believing friends… and some of those friends apparently were in high places.  

They in essence came to the defense of Paul and his companions. Telling Paul to stay out of 

the conflict. At that point there was a LOT of confusion. Luke tells us – 

32 
Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the assembly was 

confused, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 
33 

And they 

drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander 

motioned with his hand, and wanted to make his defense to the people. 
34 

But when 
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they found out that he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out for about two hours, 
"Great is Diana of the Ephesians!" 

The crowd was ramped up with an emotional excitement without know what was going on. It 

happens even today. You can get a few people together shouting about a particular issue and 

some people will join the group not even knowing what the riot is about.  

The Jews put Alexander out front with the hopes of calming down the crowd. But as soon as 

the pagan worship Gentiles found out he was a Jew, they went totally ballistic. For two hours 

crying out, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians!" Not a fun place to be at this point. It was 

absolute chaos..   

35 
And when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he said: "Men of Ephesus, what 

man is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian 
of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Zeus? 

I believe the clerk could have been one of the ones recognized as an Asiarch, perhaps 

even one of the friends of Paul  – some say he was the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 

the city. He comes in and begins to get a handle on the situation and NOW the people listen. 

As far as the image which fell down from Zeus, we have no idea what that was other than to 

speculate that it could have been a fragment of a meteorite. Historically you find that this type 

of object would have been highly revered. They would have kept it in a prominent place in the 

Temple Complex. 

The CEO continues –  

36 
Therefore, since these things (the fact that Ephesus is temple guardian of the 

great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Zeus) cannot be 

denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rashly. 
37 

For you have brought these 

men here who are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your goddess. 
38 

Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a case against anyone, the 

courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one 

another.  

39 
But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful 

assembly. 
40 

For we are in danger of being called in question for today's uproar, 

there being no reason which we may give to account for this disorderly gathering." 
41 

And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly. 



7 
 

Acts 20 
1 
After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, 

and departed to go to Macedonia. 

Yes, sometimes the Lord even uses the world and its ways to accomplish His perfect will 

in our lives. That’s why we know that there is nothing too difficult for our God. 

Man schemes and plans, but it’s the Lord  
who raises up and brings down. 

The enemy screams and shouts,  
but the Lord God is our strong defense. 

 

There is nothing in this life that takes Him by surprise and there is no other force in all 

creation that can out wit, out maneuver, over power, or change the plans and purposes of 

our God.  

And did you notice:  

Paul didn’t have to say a thing,  
but he did have to  

GET OUT OF THE WAY? 

There are so many times when it’s actually our silence that allows God to move in the 

miraculous. It’s all a part of that being still and waiting on the Lord.  

Do you have thoughts and plans and ideas, of what and where and when you feel God is 

calling you? 

Proverbs 3 
5 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 

in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. 
 

Are you troubled and concerned about the things around you that you can’t control or fix? The 

Lord says (in His Word) 

Psalm 46 
10 

Be still, and know that I am God; 
 

Is there an attack coming your way and you know you are powerless to stand against it? 

Isaiah 43 
1 
But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, ______, and He who formed you, 

________: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; 
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you are Mine. 
2 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 

the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall 

not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. 
3 
For I am the LORD your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 

The best laid plans of mice and men, oft go astray. 

But the plan and purpose of God will be accomplished 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


