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Of Tongues, Hankies, and Demons: Part II  
Acts 19:1-20 

There are some people who, when they realize they’re going the wrong direction, they 

just go harder and faster to see if that makes a difference.  DON’T BE ONE OF THOSE! 

As I shared with you last week, our title for this section of the book of Acts is Of 

Tongues, Hankies, and Demons mainly because of the interesting things that happen 

in this chapter. This chapter in the book of Acts has some very interesting events that 

stand out on their own when set against many of the other events we find in Acts.  

Oh we know that throughout the book of Acts there are a tremendous amount of 

miracles; we see the power and the gifts of the Holy Spirit being manifest in numerous 

ways; we see the miracles of lives being transformed by the hope of the Gospel. 

As you may recall, last week I shared with you how: 

 The gifts and the calling of God on your life will be and should be 

different from others. There may be some similarities, but God calls 

each of us to a particular walk, for a particular purpose.  

I purposefully made a major point in trying to help you understand that: 

 The Holy Spirit works differently in the life of each believer, based on 

the gifts and the calling God has on that individual. 

So with that understanding, let’s get back into chapter 19 of the book of Acts.  

Paul had been to Ephesus only once before that we are aware of – that was during his 

second missionary journey. We read of this in Acts 18 that after ministering in the city of 

Corinth for a year and a half to two years, Paul left and began his journey back to 

Jerusalem. From Corinth, he was accompanied with Aquila and Priscilla as far as the 

city of Ephesus. They remained in Ephesus and Paul continued on his journey to 

Jerusalem. 

Now on his Third Missionary Journey the Lord allowed him to make good on his 

promise to return to Ephesus. And here in Acts 19 he is now back in Ephesus and the 
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Lord is going to use him mightily. And some of the ways he will be used are definitely 

unique to the situation at hand… but more on that later. 

As Paul came back to Ephesus, he most likely went back to the same synagogue he 

had been in earlier – during his Second Missionary Journey. And remember, previously 

they asked him to stay a longer time with them.  

Bare that in mind as we get into the passage…     

Acts 19 
8 
And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, 

reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 
9 

But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the 

Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the 
disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.  

For three months, Paul was able to reasoning and persuading concerning the things 

of the kingdom of God there in the synagogue of Ephesus. That had to be an amazing 

time. After all, for Paul to continue in the synagogue and continue to share the truths of 

Jesus Christ with the Jews for three months is different than what we’ve seen in most 

cases. 

Now, sometime near the end of the three months some of the Jews began to back away 

from the truths being taught. Luke tells us they became “hardened and did not 

believe, but spoke evil of the Way.”  

When Luke uses the phrase the Way, he’s going back to the short description he used 

for those who followed the teachings of the Gospel back in Acts 9 when the Apostle 

Paul, who was then Saul of Tarsus was persecuting the Christians or those who ”were 

of the Way”.  

And now here in Ephesus, not only were the Jews speaking evil of the Way before the 

multitude, but a little later in this same chapter, verse 23, we are going to see where 

they will soon raise up a great commotion about the Way which leads to a riot 

throughout the city of Ephesus. 
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They so desperately needed to hear and heed to what Paul was sawing, but instead 

they ran as fast as they could in the opposite direction. Harder and faster in the wrong 

direction!  

They were hardened against the teachings of Paul and they spoke evil of the Way 

before the multitude, (so Paul) departed from them and withdrew the disciples, 

(and began) reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.  

This is again a very similar situation as what had happened in the city of Corinth when 

the Jews in the synagogue rejected the message of the Gospel, Paul departed from 

there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, one who worshiped 

God, whose house was next door to the synagogue (Acts 18:7). 

Luke also tells us he taught at the house of Justus, (continuing) there a year and six 

months, teaching the word of God among them (Acts 18:11) 

Now here in Ephesus he begins teaching at a school owned or under the direction of a 

man named Tyrannus. Some alternate texts add to verse 9 that “Paul taught there 

between the fifth and the tenth hour, i.e., between eleven a.m. and four p.m.” Some 

commentaries say this is makes sense “since these hours would constitute the heat of the 

day when most Asians took an extensive siesta.”
1 

Personally, I think we ought to go back to that particular cultural habit… 

Verse 10 tells us –  

10 
And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the 

word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.  

Where Luke tells us that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word…, some say that this 

two year period was the time when what are now known as the Seven Churches of 

Revelation received the Gospel: beginning there at Ephesus and spreading around the 

region to Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.  

                                            
1
 John B. Polhill, Acts, vol. 26, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 401. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac26?ref=Bible.Ac19.9&off=569&ctx=name%2c+%E2%80%9Cthe+Tyrant.%E2%80%9D+~The+Western+text+add
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Whatever the case, there seemed to be a time of relative calmness, or at least the 

ability to continue to teach the Gospel at the School for two years. And during that time, 

God continued to work in a mighty way to validate the ministry of the Apostle. And, He 

did it in some strange or at least peculiar ways. 

11 
Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 

12 
so that even 

handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the 

diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. 

Now there’s some particular things going on here in the background that are very 

interesting. Apparently Paul was still working the trade as a tent maker – the 

handkerchiefs and aprons would have come from his time working the trade. And 

apparently, he worked his trade to be able to afford the opportunity to teach during the 

rest of the day. So, others would then take those aprons and handkerchiefs to the ones 

throughout the city who were distressed with diseases and evil spirits. 

Now we have to be careful here not to look for a HANKY formula. Buut the problem is 

I’ve already heard and possibly you have heard too, of many modern day “prophets or 

evangelists” offering to send out prayer clothes in return for your “faithful financial gift”. I 

feel one hundred percent that these individuals are seeking to make merchandize of the 

gift of God, from the people of God. 

Individuals like Kenneth Copeland, Morris Cerullo, Rod Parsley, Benny Hinn, and a host 

of others from the Word-Faith movement offer these clothes for gifts in varying amounts. 

Rod Parsley and Benny Hinn even invited people to come to a Miracle Prayer Cloth 

Service at Parsley’s World Harvest Church, with the promise that there would be 

“Seven Times the Anointing Power” on the clothes they would receive. Their statement 

about the clothes declare:  

Countless individuals have received their miracles over the years through the anointing 
resident in a prayer cloth. There is absolutely nothing special about a piece of cloth, but it CAN 
be the catalyst that releases God’s transforming touch into your life – the key to your physical or 
emotional miracle … financial healing … a loved one’s salvation … deliverance from addiction … 
transformation in your relationships … supernatural blessing! 

On Parsley’s website it goes on to say: 
Maybe you’ll never make physical contact with Pastor Rod Parsley. But you can still experience 
the anointing that God has placed on his life … because the anointing is tangible and 
transferable. 
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Morris Cerullo 
This prayer cloth was anointed with holy anointing oil, representing the Holy Spirit, and prayed 
over. Place this anointed prayer cloth on your body, on your family table, or in your purse or 
wallet as a sign of your faith … this will strengthen YOUR FAITH even more to receive YOUR 
MIRACLES! The power of God is upon this prayer cloth. Expect to RECEIVE! 

Somehow, I think they missed where Luke very clearly stated: God worked 

UNUSUAL miracles by the hands of Paul. 

I feel they all know the fallacy they are living under, but they continue to run harder and 

faster away from the truth. 

As we shared last week, the gift and the calling of God in our lives isn’t to mimic 

another’s gift. God was doing a supernatural and unique work through the ministry of 

Paul – much like the hem of Jesus’ garment for the woman with the blood issue, or the 

shadow of Peter as it passed by the sick and the lame. These were unique events at a 

specific time, for a specific purpose of God. 

We aren’t to mimic the work of God in other lives, we need to prayerfully seek the Lord 

for His direction in our own lives.  

We see the danger of mimicking the work of God without the Holy Spirit’s direction or 

power in our lives in the next situation Luke describes for us here in Acts 19 –  

Acts 19 
13 

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call 

the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "We 

exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches." 
14 

Also there were seven 

sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 
15 

And the evil spirit 

answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" 

These were men without a relationship with Jesus Christ that felt they could use the 

name of Jesus in a “magical or mystical” way. They were looking for the magic 

formula or the magic words. They were trying to ride on the shirt tails of the 

miracles God was actually doing through the Apostle Paul.  
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They wanted to find a way to market the power of God just like Simon the magician 

back in Acts 8 wanted to “buy the power of God”. Peter’s response to Simon was 

straight forward – 

Acts 8 
20 

Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that 

the gift of God could be purchased with money! 
21 

You have neither part nor 

portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 
22 

Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the 

thought of your heart may be forgiven you. 
23 

For I see that you are poisoned 
by bitterness and bound by iniquity." 

Peter’s words clearly set out the reality of those who try to market the move and power 

of God – “Repent therefore of this your wickedness.” 

I honestly feel that’s the very message men like Kenneth Copeland, Morris Cerullo, Rod 

Parsley, Benny Hinn, and all of those from the Word-Faith movement need to hear. But 

God Himself will take care of those who market the message and power of God. 

And we see that the Lord did take care of these Seven Sons. He did it by allowing the 

demon to have his way with them –  

16 
Then the man in whom the evil spirit was, leaped on them, overpowered 

them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked 

and wounded.  

The Seven Sons of Sceva against one man with a demon and the demon easily 

prevailed against them.  

Beat them up,  

Stripped them down, and  

Kicked them out! 

I feel they had a full knowledge that they were totally off track, that they didn’t have the 

power they needed, yet they continued to run harder and faster away from the truth. 

And nearly got themselves killed... and did the man no good at all. 

 

Yet, in all of this there was a great testimony, as God continued to show His true might 

and power. We read –  
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17 
This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and 

fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 
18 

And 
many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds. 

 

There are so many times in our lives where we see events happening in the “here and 

now”. We get over whelmed by them, we get frustrated by them and we get defeated by 

them. But we need to continually remember, God is not ignorant of the efforts of His 

enemies, and neither is He taken aback, distracted nor powerless to do something 

about it. Our God always prevails! 

As a matter of fact, so often through the Scriptures we see the reality and the 

continued fulfilment of the words osomething rom back in Genesis as he told his 

brothers in – 

Genesis 50 

20 "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in 
order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.  

And that’s exactly what we see here: fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord 

Jesus was magnified. 
18 

And many who had believed came confessing and telling 

their deeds. 

These Seven Sons of Sceva and the other Jewish exorcists; men like Simon the 

Magician; as well as the charlatans of today’s Word-Faith movement – they look to 

make the work of God a marketplace for their own purposes, yet God will not allow His 

true plan and purpose to be sold. God will even take the foolishness of man and bring 

about His own purpose, while man himself will have to stand in judgment. 

 The message of the Gospel was being proclaimed every day at the school 

of Tyrannus;  

 The Word of God was continually being spread all throughout Asia;  

 God was working miracles in the lives of the people through healings and 

deliverances;  

 The purity of His purposes was being maintained.  

What a powerful testimony to the people of that city and region. 
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Paul didn’t have to schedule a miracle crusade and revival. The Holy Spirit was 

bringing it about in the supernatural. People were being moved – not by the show, but 

by the power of the Spirit.  

And they weren’t simply making verbal commitments to Christ, their lives were being 

changed. And the fruit of their changed lives was evident in their righteous actions and 

lifestyle changes. Look at verses 19-20  

19 
Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together 

and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, 

and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
20 

So the word of the Lord grew 

mightily and prevailed. 

When Christ comes into a life, the life is changed. Paul tells the Corinthian Church –  

2 Corinthians 5 
17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

When the Holy Spirit takes up residence in an individual’s life, a process begins to 

happen – a metamorphosis. For some the change is dramatic, for others the change 

is gradual. But if a person is truly born again by the Spirit of God, they will be changed. 

If the people of Ephesus began to claim that they were followers of Jesus Christ, yet 

they continued in their magic, would the world around them believe their testimony to be 

true? Of course not. 

Because their lives were a demonstration of the power of God through the choices they 

were making and the life that they were living, the world around them saw the reality of 

God in them and the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

Do you want to see a powerful Church growth plan? 

Do you want to see our Church make a difference in the community we live in? 

We could have a big campaign.  

We could put on a major show. 

And those might not be bad in themselves, but the only lasting change we‘ll have on 

our families and our communities is when they see that real and complete change in 
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lives wholly surrendered to Christ. With the power of the Holy Spirit working in us, 

not so much in signs and wonders, but in the miraculous transformation of lives 

made fresh and new.  

We are to live our lives committed and  

sold out for the glory of God…  

even to our own hurt. 

The world needs to see lives surrendered to Christ, that the name of Jesus Christ would 

be magnified in all that we are. 

The supernatural working of the Holy Spirit is real and powerful – rather it be the on-

going work of the Gifts of the Spirit; times of supernatural healing; or even the casting 

out of demonic spirits.  

Oh, all of these will draw a crowd and maybe even fill up the offering plates. But Paul is 

very straight forward when he tells us that even if we are moving in the Gifts of the 

Spirit, if the fruit of the Spirit is not evident, we ourselves become like sounding brass 

or a clanging cymbal.  

Without the inner change of life,  
Paul says we ourselves are nothing. 

Are you looking for the show? The speaking in Tongues, the miracles Hankies, or the 

dramatic exorcism of Demons… 

OR are you looking for and desiring your life to be changed from the inside out by the 

power of the Holy Spirit in order that you can become less, and Jesus would become 

all in all.  

We will close with this, the words of the Lord Jesus Himself to the Church of Ephesus. 

We find them in Revelation 2 

2 
"I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear 

those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and 

are not, and have found them liars; 
3 
and you have persevered and have 

patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary. 
4 
Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
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You know what it sounds like to me? It sounds like they were doing church really well, 

but they forgot why they were the Church, why they were the Bride of Christ.  

They were going hard and fast, but they were just busy about “Church”. 

They were doing the stuff… but they forgot the reality of a relationship that truly 

changes all things. 

I think it’s time for each of us to pause and consider the direction we are going. We all 

need to slow down enough to consider the outcome of the race we are running and if 

we need to fully turn around, there’s no better time than now.  

Don’t just keep running harder and faster, if your going in the wrong direction.  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.  
Look full in His wonderful face.  
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim.  
In the light of His glory and grace. 

”God, please protect us from our own designs  
and passions and renew us by  

the freshness of Your Spirit within us.” 

 


