
Of Tongues, Hankies, and Demons  
Acts 19:1-20 

 

There is so much I want to share with you today, but there is no way that we’ll be able to 

get through it all.  

--S-- My working title for today’s message is: 
Of Tongues, Hankies, and Demons 

And you can’t blame me for the weird title. That’s just the way Luke laid it out for us in 

this 19th chapter of Acts.  

As I said there is so much really good and rich content here that we will actually split it 

up into at least two teachings… maybe three…. 

As a matter of fact, you will need to bear with me this morning as I take a 

little longer than usual to set the table before we have the meal.  

So, first of all, to get us started on this little mini-series, --S-- let me ask you a very 

simple question: 
How does the Holy Spirit work in the life of the Believer? 

Actually, I believe that question is one that has haunted the Church down through the 

ages. Particularly, as we try to discover what this thing called the Normal Christian Life 

actually looks like. 

--S-- 
Watchman Nee was a Chinese Christian author and church leader during the early 20th 

century. He spent the last 20 years of his life in prison and was severely persecuted by 

the Communists in China.  

Born into a Methodist family, Watchman Nee experienced a true relationship with Christ 

in 1920 at the young age of 17. Nee never attended any theological schools or Bible 

colleges. His knowledge was acquired through the faithful study of the scriptures and 

other Christian books. During his 30 years of ministry, beginning in 1922, Nee traveled 

throughout China planting churches among the rural communities and holding Christian 



conferences and trainings in Shanghai. In 1952 he was imprisoned for his faith; he 

remained in prison until his death in 1972. 1 

But before he went to prison, what began as a series of messages to Christian ministry 

leaders and workers, and later published chapter by chapter in a magazine in 1940, then 

in 1957 in full book form, The Normal Christian Life is now considered by many to be a 

spiritual classic, encouraging Believers to live their lives in the way that we were 

purposed when God created and redeemed us. 2 

Drawing primarily from the first eight chapters of the book of Romans, Nee brings an 

answer to the question: What does this thing called the Normal Christian life actually 

looks like? Nee writes – 

--S-- 
 “There is nothing stereotyped about God's dealings with His children. Therefore, we must 

not by our prejudices and preconceptions make watertight compartments for the working out 

His Spirit, either in our own lives or in the lives of others. --S-- We must leave God free to 

work as He wills and to leave what evidence He pleases of the work He does.” 

― Watchman Nee, The Normal Christian Life 

One of the great tragedies we see in the Christian life is when the believer, the minister, 

or even the whole of the Church herself attempts to model themselves after another. 

Please don’t get me wrong here I’m not saying that we shouldn’t look at others as 

examples or teachers in our Christian life. Even the Apostle Paul declared that we 

should “Imitate (him), just as (he) also imitate(s) Christ.” (1Co 11:1). To have 

mentors and teachers in the faith is needful for all of us.  

What I am trying to say is that the gifts and the calling of God on your life will be 

and should be different from others. There may be some similarities, but God calls 

each of us to a particular walk, for a particular purpose.  

--S-- The purpose of God remains, but the work or method of God most often 

changes.  
 How God dealt with Adam was different than how He dealt with Abraham 

                                            
1
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 How God dealt with Moses was different that how He dealt with Joshua 

 The Kings of Judah each had differing gifts and callings, issues and challenges 

 The method of God’s work in the Old Testament is dramatically different than in 

the New Testament 

 The gift and calling of a man like Barnabus was different than a man like Paul 

On and on we could go, but I hope you get the point.  

But you might be asking, “Which way was better? Which work was more to God’s 

desire?”  

NO!! Those aren’t even valid questions! 

God has always worked and moved through a variety of ways and channels to complete 

His perfect work through an imperfect world and humanity, damaged and scarred by 

sin. 

How and why He works in your life the way He does leaves me absolutely baffled. 

And the very fact that he has allowed me to be the Pastor here for all these years ought 

to leave you VERY baffled. 

Again, don’t get me wrong, there are still many standards and marker points that we 

should see within the Normal Christian Life. Yet, every one of us will and should be 

different. 

--S-- “There is nothing stereotyped about God's dealings with His children.” 

But herein lies the problem. --S-- Many times the Church is looking more to imitate 

other Churches or trying to experience what God is doing at another place or another 

time, rather than simply trusting God to freely “work as He wills and (allow Him to) 

leave what evidence He pleases of the work He does.” 

That brings me full circle back to the question I started with: --S-- “How does the Holy 

Spirit work in the life of the Believer?”  

I want to submit to you this morning that the Holy Spirit works differently in the life of 

each believer, based on the gifts and the calling God has on that individual. All too 



often we look through the Word of God and see how the Spirit is moving at a certain 

time or place. Or we hear of a move of the Spirit at another Church, city, state or even 

country and we say, --S-- “That’s how the Spirit should always be working in (my life, 

your life, this Church, that Church… you fill in the blank).” 

And with that, we don’t give room for the Sovereign work and timing of our God. 

We call for Him to move and work within our own expectations. 

So, that’s a long introduction to a short message… 

Look with me if you will at Acts 19. --S-- We started here last week, but I knew there 

was too much to cover in the time we had. Since we only covered verses 1-5, I do want 

to back and read those verses to keep us in context.  

Remember church, as you seek to understand the word of God, context may not be 

everything, but it will keep everything in order.  

Acts 19 
1 
And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 

through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 
2 
he 

said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they 

said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 
3 
And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, 

"Into John's baptism." 
4 
Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a 

baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him 

who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus." 
5 
When they heard this, 

they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  

As I shared with you last week, these were men who had somehow come in connection 

with the teachings of John the Baptist. His message had been “Repent for the Kingdom 

of Heaven is at hand.” He had warned the people that they needed to get their lives 

back on track because God’s Promised Messiah was coming very soon. 

Undoubtedly, these men had committed their lives to serving and following the Word of 

God. Although Luke calls them disciples, we soon understand that they were not 

completely instructed in the reality that Jesus Christ is the Promised One. But once they 

received Paul’s teaching, they committed themselves to this newer more complete 



revelation and fulfillment of John’s message and they were baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus.      

But then something amazing happened. --S-- Let’s look further, beginning with verse 

6 

6 
And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, 

and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 
7 
Now the men were about 

twelve in all. 

Some of you are worried right now, because you think we’re going to have an altar 

call… and the laying on of hands for the filling of the Holy Spirit… and then somebody’s 

going to start speaking in tongues… and you’re going to freak… and run from the 

building. Well, hold on and don’t run yet.  

What God did in those men’s lives at that time… and at that place… was absolutely 

amazing. It was powerful. It was the plan and purpose of God…  

BUT, you need to understand it was also unique. 

Now some of the rest of you are thinking, “No way. That’s what’s supposed to happen to 

every Believer. God wants us all filled with the Spirit and speaking in tongues (oh, and 

perhaps prophesying).”   

Well, I’m going to ask you to bear with me also for a little bit. 

I think there is so much bad teaching on both sides of the aisle in reference to this 

whole thing of the filling of the Spirit and the speaking in tongues. All too often…, on 

each side…, we have teaching that is either based on fear of the unknown… or based 

on emotion and personal experience rather than on the balance and whole counsel of 

God’s Word. 

Some say that the only evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit, is that you will speak 

in tongues. Others go even further by saying that unless you have been filled with the 

Holy Spirit as evidenced by the speaking in tongues, you are not saved. 

On the other end of the pendulum are those who try to shut off all the gifts of the Spirit, 

they accept only the initial abiding presence of the Spirit at salvation, without any 



acknowledgment of the need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit. For them, they 

limit the work of God and disregard the clear teaching of Scripture. 

All too often we are either afraid to let go and let God have His way in our lives – 

particularly when we don’t fully understand what He is doing; OR we’ve already 

predetermined what God should do and how He should do it.  

We become more concerned for the side issue of an external experience and far too 

unconcerned for an internal growth and relationship based on solid faith in the 

Sovereign work and Word of God. 

--S-- 

Scripture Event Action Evidence Timing of Baptism 

Acts 2:1-4 Time of prayer Believers filled w/HS Spoke in Tongues 
and glorifying God 

Already baptized 

Acts 4:31 Time of prayer Believers filled w/HS Spoke the Word of 
God with boldness 

Already baptized 

Acts 8:14-17 Peter/John hands 
on Samaritans 

Believers received 
(fallen upon) the HS 

None written Already baptized 

Acts 9:17-19 Ananias laid hands 
on Saul 

Filled with the HS Gained his sight Then baptized 

Acts 10:44-46 Peter teaching to 
Cornelius & family 

HS fell upon them Spoke in Tongues 
and glorifying God 

Then baptized 

 

Although we don’t have time to go over each one of the events, you need to see that 

within the book of Acts we have multiple times where the Believers are said to be filled 

with, received, or had the Holy Spirit fall upon them. Of those times, we find this either 

happened at the time of salvation, at the time they were baptized, or even sometime 

after they were baptized. 

There were times the Holy Spirit fell upon them during a time of concentrated prayer. 

Sometimes it came with the laying on of hands, and at others it was during the teaching 

of the Word of God, or as I just shared when they were baptized.  

--S-- 

Acts 16:14-15 Paul and Silas 
preaching - Lydia 

She believed, and 
baptized. 

No mention of HS She and her 
household baptized 

Acts 16:31-34 Paul and Silas 
preaching – Jailer  

Believed in God No mention of HS He and his 
household baptized 

Acts 19:4-6 Paul preached Believed and were Then spoke w/ Baptized first 



baptized tongues & prophesied 

Acts 19:17-18 Name of Jesus 
magnified-believed 

Confessing their 
deeds 

Burned their books Not mentioned 

 Still also, throughout the book of Acts we read where many 
believed and followed, yet w/o mention of baptism or  

the filling of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

There were times when groups or individuals came to a saving faith in Christ, and were 

baptized and nothing was said about the infilling, filling or baptism of the Spirit.  

There were times when groups or individuals did receive that filling or baptism and they 

spoke in tongues… and there are times when nothing is said about it at all.  

--S-- 

We dare not set a doctrine on speculation. 

Where the Scripture is silent, we need to be silent. 

So, if we are honest with ourselves and true to the Scripture we must realize that God 

will move in His own way, at His own time, for His own purposes. Yet, because of who 

God is and in accordance with His Word, we realize there are definitely non-

negotiables. --S-- 

 There is One God, Creator of Heaven and earth and He is known to us in the 

three persons of the Godhead, being Father, Son and the Holy Spirit 

 Salvation is through grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone --S-- 

 The sacrifice of Christ is the only acceptable means of payment for our sin and 

thus our redemption 

 At the end of our days all of humanity will stand before God either as their 

eternal Judge or as their loving and gracious Father 

On and on we could go with these non-negotiables. They are the foundations of our 

faith. They are the assurance of the authority of God’s Word. These are doctrinal truths 

that cannot and will not change – according to God’s Word.  

But, unless we see it laid out clearly and plainly in the Scripture, we dare not say that, 

“On the Authority of Scripture”, we have taken a particular doctrinal stand. 



Because the Scripture speaks clearly about the Gifts of the Spirit, and as Paul tells us in 

Ephesians that we are to be continually being filled with the Spirit, we dare not deny the 

Gifts, the work and nor the continual ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

--S-- Because the Scripture shows a variety of experiences, at a variety of times with a 

variety of people, we dare not be dogmatic about how the Holy Spirit moves in individual 

lives. Other than to see clearly that the real evidence of the Holy Spirit within a person’s 

life is not the exercise of some Gift, it is the ongoing evidence of the Fruit of Spirit as 

shown in Galatians 5:22-23 

Galatians 5 
22 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 
23 

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 
law…  

So, in light of all of that I guess what I’m really trying to say is that there are a lot of 

things about the Normal Christian Life that can never be and shouldn’t be normal. 

Because our great God is working His perfect plan through our imperfections; He 

gifts each one of us as He desires; and each one of us is a unique part of that great 

Body of Christ.  

So don’t expect me to respond in all the same ways as you do, and I won’t expect you 

to respond in all the same ways as I do.  

But together we will walk this journey called faith, completely surrendered to the plans 

and purposes of God and submitted to the Lord Jesus Christ and living our lives to 

please and honor Him. 

--S-- But the question is, have you started your journey on your Christian walk? 

 

How’s that working out for you? 


