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Do Not Be Afraid…, For I Am With You 
Acts 18:5-11  

 

Acts 18 
1 
After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth. 

2 
And he 

found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come 

from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had commanded all the 

Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to them. 
3 
So, because he was of 

the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they 

were tentmakers. 
4 
And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 

persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 

As we have shared in the previous weeks, when Paul arrived at both Athens and then 

later, here in Corinth, he was on his own. None of the other Missionary party were with 

him. Silas and Timothy had stayed behind in Berea to encourage and assist the new 

Believers as they were getting established in the faith. 

As we moved into chapter 18, Paul came into the city of Corinth; another major city of 

its time, but a city known in the region for its perversity and wickedness. Once in 

Corinth, Paul met up with the Jewish couple, Aquila and Priscilla.  

Paul, by trade was a tent maker and it turns out that Aquila and Priscilla were of the 

same trade. A friendship struck up and Paul joined with them for that season. We 

believe that it’s at that time, while hosting Paul in their home that Aquila and Priscilla 

came to know Jesus Christ as their Savior. Later they would become fellow 

missionaries and ministers of the Good News. 

In those early days in Corinth, Paul continued his habit or lifestyle of going to 

synagogue every Sabbath. And we find that while he was there, he would begin 

sharing the truth that Jesus of Nazareth was the long awaited Messiah of Israel.  

Then, and we’re not certain how long after, but after some time, Silas and Timothy 

joined him in Corinth. 

5 
When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled 

by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. 
6 
But when 

they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments and said to them, 



2 
 

"Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. From now on I will go to 

the Gentiles." 

When verse 5 speaks of Silas and Timothy coming from Macedonia, there’s some 

information left out that we find only in Paul’s letter to the Church of Corinth. What 

Luke doesn’t spell out for us here in Acts 18, we find out later as Paul gives us a bit of 

clarity in his letter. 

When Paul wrote his second letter to the Church of Corinth, he reminds them in chapter 

11, verse 9… 

When I was present with you, and in need, I was a burden to no one, for 

what I lacked the brethren who came from Macedonia supplied. And in 

everything I kept myself from being burdensome to you, and so I will keep 
myself. 

When Paul arrived at Corinth, he was apparently lacking in funds, that’s why he began 

to work his trade as a tent maker. But once Silas and Timothy arrived, they brought with 

them financial assistance from the Churches in Macedonia. It was at that point that 

Paul was able to devote himself more fully to the ministry. 

Paul was a missionary, a church planter and a pastor/teacher. His time was filled with 

the work of ministry. 

What Luke was sharing with us is that now that Paul had the financial backing of the 

monetary gifts of the churches of Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea he was encouraged 

to set aside the tent making trade and devote himself wholly to the sharing of the 

message of the Gospel. 

Paul was now able to continually minister the Gospel on a daily basis, throughout the 

City of Corinth, and the enemy of our souls didn’t like it and so he stirred up the 

hearts of the non-believing Jews. Verse 6 tells us –  

6 
But when they (the Jews) opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his 

garments and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads; I am 
clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles." 

With words taken straight from the message of Ezekiel, Paul, as the “watchman on 

the wall” was able to say with a clear conscience that he had shared with them the 



3 
 

reality of the hope found only in Christ, yet they continually rejected the message 

and the messenger.  

Paul had gone to the Jews first, but now, as he literally shook the dust of their 

fellowship off his coat, he declared he would now turn his attention to the Gentiles of 

the city.  

 Paul had done the work of the Watchman;  

 He warned them of coming destruction; 

 He shared with them the truth that salvation is found in none other than Jesus 

Christ and in Christ alone;  

But they ignored and destained the words of the Watchman and now the 

consequences of the Jews rejection and rebellion would be placed on their own 

heads.  

As Paul went out of the synagogue, his ministry moved from the Jews in the synagogue, 

to the Gentiles in the city – 

Acts 18 
7 
And he departed from there (the Synagogue) and entered the house of a 

certain man named Justus, one who worshiped God, whose house was next 

door to the synagogue. 
8 
Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed 

on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, 

believed and were baptized. 

And here we see three things taking place –  

1. A physical move of the ministry  

2. An important member of the synagogue and the Jewish community, coming to 
Christ — as well as all his household 

3. And many other Gentiles within the community of Corinth coming to Christ: 

hearing, believing and being baptized.   

You have to understand:  

This unplanned, inconvenient move from the synagogue, because of the 

hardness of heart and attack of the Jews, actually opened the Gospel up in a 

greater way to the community. 
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There is so much we could say about how God changes the plans of our lives for His 

perfect plan.  

Can you imagine someone saying, “Oh, but God, I was planning...” 

You really don’t want to go into that conversation, do you? 

Paul is now teaching and sharing the Gospel at the home of Justus (some versions call 

him Titius Justus) the Gentile who lived right next to the synagogue. As a God-fearing 

Gentile, Justus would have attended the synagogue to hear the word of God explained 

each Sabbath. Most likely he was there when Paul visited and shared during those first 

Sabbath visits.  

As Paul opened up the Old Testament scriptures, he began to show these men that 

Jesus was the Promised Messiah. Perhaps, it was from those teachings that this 

God-fearing Gentile, came to a saving knowledge of the forgiveness of sin through 

the sacrificial death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

Not only was his heart open to the Gospel, but now all that he owned – including his 

home – was now surrendered to the use of the Gospel. What a great heart and what a 

testimony of the power of God in an individual’s life: when we come to realize that there 

is nothing that we possess, but that God is the One who has provided it or has 

allowed it.  

The amazing thing was that Justus home was right next door to the synagogue! 

That’s an amazing God-incident.  

I mean, let’s face it, his house could have been –  

 On the other side of Corinth,  

 Way out in the country,  

 Someplace very inconvenient.  

But God… 
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God revealed Himself to Justus, a Gentile whose house (as the King James puts it) was 

joined hard to the synagogue. Very possibly, with the building styles of the day, they 

could have even shared an outside wall!! Amazing!! 

I mean, think about it, you come to synagogue the next Sabbath, and all you see are a 

few grumpy old men standing near the entry way. But next door, over at Justus’ 

house there is a full house and the people are filled with the excitement of the Gospel.  

How powerful that had to be for the city of Corinth to see these events happening. And 

the Jews that remained in the synagogue had to be totally irate to say the least. 

But it wasn’t only this God-fearing Gentile who became a new believer, Luke tells us 

that Crispus, the (very) ruler of the synagogue, (also) believed on the Lord... with 

all his household.   

And because Paul was willing and now able to take the message of the Gospel to the 

streets and to the market places, Luke tells us: many of the Corinthians, hearing, 

believed and were baptized. 

All of this powerful move of God in their midst and yet the Jews had opposed him, even 

to the point of committing blasphemy – their blood was upon their own heads. How 

easily it would have been for Paul to shake out his clothes and move on to the next 

city or even region.  

But God… 

God provided an open door to the Gospel, even if it wasn’t through the Jews and 

teaching in the synagogue. Even through there was a continued push back against the 

message, Paul remained faithful.  

Even through there remained a continued threat, Paul remained obedient. 

At some time during his stay in Corinth, God had brought the Apostle some strong 

encouragement – 
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9 
Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid, but 

speak, and do not keep silent; 
10 

for I am with you, and no one will attack 
you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city." 

 

Do not be afraid... What a word that is.  

I am with you… What a confidence that is.  

It never ceases to amaze me how fearful we can be at times. And don’t tell me 

you’re never fearful. I fully believe there are times that all of us go through that feeling, 

particularly when we need to share our faith with someone, or stand up against an 

injustice that we see happening or seek to stop some vile wickedness, or even just 

to trust God in the hard times.   

Beloved, you are not alone. 

Remember, it’s not just your pastor who says, “Do not be afraid.”  

It’s not only your best friend that stands with you for encouragement that states, “I am 

with you.”  

No, these are the words of the Lord, Himself.  

This is the confidence we have when we hear Jesus’ words, “I will not leave you 

comfortless.”  

It’s the hope we have when we know that Jesus told us, “I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age.” 

It is the encouragement we have when we remember that our Lord declared, “I will 

never leave you nor forsake you."  

There is enough evidence through the testimony of the saints down through the ages, 

as well as throughout the scriptures that we can stand with confidence, when we are 

seeking to do the will of God or speak out the truth of God; that we can stand with 

confidence that our God is standing with us and will empower us to do His will. 
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Let me close us out with this: 

I did a real quick search on just two phrases in the Bible: “do not be afraid” and “do 

not fear”. And I can tell you this we could spend a couple of weeks on just those 

couple of statements… not to mention words like anxiety, doubt, worry… 

But, just dealing with the phrases “do not be afraid” and “do not fear”, we all need to 

understand that God spoke those words directly to the multitudes of the ones we see as 

strong and faithful in the Bible: 

Abraham, Hagar, Isaac, Rachel, Jacob,  

Moses and Joshua (multiple times),  

Gideon and others of the Judges, 

Many of the good kings of Judah including Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah. 

Most of the Old Testament prophets needed encouragement – Elijah, and Elisha, 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and others. 

Then, as we get to the New Testament we find the Lord sending direct 

encouragement to Zacharias as he sees an angel in the Holy of Holies of the Temple 

(“Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard”) 

  Joseph (don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife), and Mary (do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God), the shepherds and others. 

It is amazing how many times Jesus had to encourage the disciples, even when He 

was walking with them (why were you afraid, oh you of little faith) and (fear not, I am 

with you).                         

The Apostle Paul found confidence in the words of the Lord in his life. And despite all 

wickedness and perversion in the city of Corinth, and all the threats and the attacks 

from the Jews; Luke tells us 
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11 
And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God 

among them. 

 

Church, more than anything in this lesson, I want you to realize we are to remain 

faithful, not in our own strength, but in the full assurance of the faithfulness of God. 

When plans change, when circumstances alter our course, when road blocks keep us 

from the direction we want to go… Perhaps God has greater things instore.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


