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An Insufficient Gospel 

Acts 18:24 – 19:10 

Transitions can be hard. I don’t care what kind of transition it is, sometimes they can be 

absolutely overwhelming.  

I’ve spoken to a few of you lately about the fact that you are here as you look for a new 

Church home and family. If you were invested heavily in a previous Church family – 

spiritually, emotionally, relationships, resources, and commitment – man, making that 

kind of a chance can be draining… and I don’t care what the reason for leaving is – a 

job change, location change, issues within the fellowship or leadership, or just a need 

for something different… it’s difficult and I can understand. 

Of course if you find the Church that the Lord would have you to be in, that makes it a 

lot easier.  

What about other transitions” Perhaps it’s your job; or a major sickness or death; how 

about a new baby in the family – that will change your life; or when that last child finally 

moves out of the home, away to college or marriage? 

 Some transitions are WONDERFUL, aren’t they? 

 But some aren’t. 

 Some changes we can understand… even within our limited logic they at least 
seem reasonable. 

 And yet there are always some that leave you asking the big “WHY” question.  

Well, as Paul has finished up his Second Missionary Journey, and as we continue 

further into the book of Acts, we are going to see there is a continued “Transitional 

Period” for the Church. And in the midst of that transition, the Gospel message has to 

remain pure and complete.  

The Jewish population will still be present… there will still be Jews saved and brought 

into the Church… but more and more we are going to see the impact of the Gospel on 

the Gentile world – those from the uttermost parts of the world. God will bring these 

Gentiles to the same faith, commitment and growth, just as he had done for the Jews. 

What we see in all of this is the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophetic words from the opening 

verses of the book of Acts. If you remember, before His ascension, as He was speaking 
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to His disciples and He told them to stay in Jerusalem until you receive the Promise of 

the Father… 

Acts 1 
8 
You’re going to receive power, after the Holy Spirit comes upon you: and 

you’re going to be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all of Judaea, in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth. 

This is what we see continuing in the Book of Acts. But, before we move on into chapter 

19, we need to finish up a few verses in chapter 18. As a matter of fact, we need to 

back up a little bit to maintain the context of what we have been studying during our 

journey through Acts.  

It was back in Acts 18:19 where we see Paul begins his travel back home to Antioch of 

Syria at the end of his Second Missionary Journey… 
19 

And (Paul) came to Ephesus, 

and left (Aquila and Priscila) there… 

Verses 20 and 21 tell us that those who received the message of the Gospel while he 

was in Ephesus asked Paul to stay for a while longer. But, he needed to make it to 

Jerusalem before the Feast… “And he sailed from Ephesus.” 

Acts 18 
22 

And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up and greeted the 
church, he went down to Antioch. 

We spoke last time about how when someone goes to Jerusalem they always “Go UP 

to Jerusalem”. But when someone leaves Jerusalem – no matter what direction they go 

or to what destination they are going, they ALWAYS “Go DOWN from Jerusalem”. 

Not a topographical term or a geographical term… it is fully a theological or spiritual 

term. When you are going to Jerusalem, you are going up… As you leave Jerusalem, 

you are going spiritually down in some sense. 

As Paul left Jerusalem to head north to his sending Church in Antioch of Syria, he went 

down to Antioch. 
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Luke tells us that he stayed in Antioch for a while, but then at some point he determined 

to go back to the Churches he had previously mentored, or those that through his 

ministry and teaching had the opportunity of seeing the new work come into being...   

23 
(After some time,) he departed and went over the region of Galatia and 

Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples. 

And that is where we left off last time… 

Now as we finish off chapter 18 we have the introduction of a man named Apollos… 

Acts 18 
24 

Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man 

and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 
25 

This man had been 

instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and 

taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of 
John. 

26 
So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue… 

Pretty much all we know about Apollos is found in these short few verses, plus the fact 

that Paul speaks highly of him in the book of 1 Corinthians. We understand that the Lord 

used him in a powerful way. He was a Jewish man: educated, eloquent, fluent in the 

Scriptures, and an engaging speaker. Since Apollos was born in Alexandria, this 

actually gives a greater depth to the traits I just mentioned. 

The great city was founded by Alexander the Great in 331 BC at the time of the First 

Century, Alexandria was second only to Rome as far as its importance and power within 

the Roman Empire. It was renowned for being the center of philosophy and 

education.  

The University of Alexandria was known for its library of over 700,000 books or 

scrolls. Because it was such a center for education and philosophy, the elite from 

around that area of the world came to Alexandria to study or to simply live or work in 

its very cosmopolitan culture. Being located in Egypt, the vast portion of its population 

was made up of Egyptians. Yet there were a tremendous amount of Greek or Roman 

citizens and still, nearly a quarter of the population was made up of Jews. This gave 

the Jews of that area a lot of influence and power.  

Just one other interesting fact, Alexandria was also known for the great Pharos 

Lighthouse. Built around 250BC and at a height of over 330’ (tallest man made 
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structure in the world at its time), it actually became one of the Seven Great Wonders 

of the Ancient World.  

So, when Luke gives his description of Apollos, describing him as being born in 

Alexandria, he’s actually telling the reader about the caliber of the man: he was an 

eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures.  

Luke also tells us that as Apollos taught within the synagogue, he was fervent in spirit. 

The word used for fervent in spirit is the Greek word zĕō, (dzeh´-o) it carries with it the 

idea of fervency, to be excited, boiling over, even to the point of being on fire. We get 

our words: zealous, and zealot from this root word. That give you the understanding that 

you probably didn’t fall asleep under Apollos’ teaching. 

Apollos was a man with a thorough understanding of the Old Testament Scriptures. He 

had either been under the teachings of John the Baptist himself or had learned of 

John’s teachings through another. And for Apollos, there was an excitement about the 

fulfillment of God Promised Messiah coming to Israel. Although he didn’t know the full 

story, he had been instructed in the way of the Lord. 

He knew that the coming Messiah was the fulfillment of prophecy. He knew it was time 

for men everywhere to “repent and prepare the way of the Lord”, but somewhere in all 

of his learning, he still fell short of understanding the completeness of the Gospel. His 

message fell short because it stopped at the point of “receiving baptism as a sign of 

repentance for unrighteousness.” 

And as such, his was “An Insufficient Gospel”. Somewhere in all of his learning he 

had failed to come to know the completed work of Jesus Christ. He apparently 

knew nothing of the completed sacrifice of Christ on Calvary; he apparently had not be 

made aware of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead; he himself, as powerfully gifted as he 

was had yet to receive the gift of the empowering work of the Holy Spirit. 

 Apollos was a teacher who had great enthusiasm.  

 He was a man of amazing intellect and undoubtedly highly educated.  

 He was a gifted and engaging teacher.  
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 No doubt, he had great influence on his audiences. 

 Even Luke tells us His teachings were correct theologically and doctrinally.  

 But… he still didn’t have the complete Gospel –  

o Neither within his teachings 

o Nor, within his own personal life 

Could he make a difference in people’s lives? Undoubtedly. 

But was he making a difference in eternity?  

I don’t believe he had that ability at this point. His message was insufficient. 

It would be as though you received a certified letter in the mail. As you read the letter 

you found out that your Great-Uncle Clyde had died. You knew your Uncle was well off, 

perhaps even a millionaire, but you figured you would never see anything of the money. 

But in that letter, the custodian of your Great-Uncle’s estate explains that he had no 

other heirs and that all of his millions were now yours. He went on to explain the number 

of properties owned around the world, the various bank accounts in major cities, as well 

as the volume of stocks and bonds he’s had for decades.  

It was now all yours, if you simply followed the instructions shown at the bottom of 

the letter. But, as you looked at the bottom of the letter, you realized it had been 

SHREDDED IN ONE OF THE POST OFFICES SORTING MACHINES. 

The estate was all yours, but you didn’t know how to receive it.  

Apollos knew all about the promises of God and the riches of His kingdom, he simply 

didn’t know how to fully receive it – either for himself or to be able to lead others into 

faith in the completed work of Christ. 

His message was honest and sincere – but it was totally insufficient, because it was 

incomplete. 

How many teachers today proclaim an insufficient Gospel, which is no Gospel at all?  

 To proclaim God’s love without the understanding of the sacrifice and payment of 

Jesus and the need for us to respond, is incomplete. 
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 To say all we need to do is follow Jesus without also declaring our need to repent 

and surrender all to Him, is incomplete. 

 To tell people that we simply need to turn over a new leaf in our life, stop doing 

the bad and start doing the good, without the call to be submitted to His Lordship 

over our lives, is incomplete. 

 To love your neighbor, read your Bible and attend Church are all good things, but 

without the understanding that our sin was paid for, and we were redeemed from 

the very wrath of God because Jesus Christ took our place – the message is 

insufficient. 

As educated as Apollos was in the knowledge of the world and of the Scripture, there 

was still something he was missing. He wasn’t trying to be deceitful, he simply didn’t 

have all the needed information. 

So, verse 26 tells us –  

26 
…When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained 

to him the way of God more accurately. 
27 

And when he desired to cross to 

Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when 

he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace; 
28 

for 

he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that 

Jesus is the Christ. 

Once he came to the fulfillment of the knowledge, the completion of the Promises, the 

realization of the power of the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus, he was even more 

fervent or zealous for the work. He wanted to share with others in a complete way, 

now able to show from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.  

Apollos left Ephesus and sailed over to the region of Achaia, to the area of Corinth. 

There he shared with the Church and openly proclaimed the Gospel to the lost world in 

that wicked city. 

Now we get to chapter 19… 

Acts 19 
1 
And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 

through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 
2 
he 

said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they 
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said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 
3 
And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, 

"Into John's baptism." 

4 
Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, 

saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after 

him, that is, on Christ Jesus." 
5 
When they heard this, they were baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus. 

What we find here are a group of men who were in the same boat or spiritual 

insufficiency as Apollos. And, now we understand how that can happen: 

You hear the message of repentance. The kingdom of God is at hand. You are 

convicted of your sinful life. Perhaps you repent and strive to live a life that brings glory 

to God. But you never realize that Jesus Christ has paid it all… You never fully realize 

that the complete payment for your sin was accomplished on the Cross, that day just 

outside the walls of the City of Jerusalem as Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice for the 

sin of all mankind.  

Your faith is close, but it is still insufficient. You may have religion, but you have never 

entered into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Luke tells us that Paul only shared a short sentence of so, as he said: "John indeed 

baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should 

believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus."   

In essence, this is the same thing he told the Philippian jailer: "Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household." 

But once we look at the whole of scripture, we realize that it is more than an intellectual 

agreement – more than a head knowledge “believe”. James tells us even the demons 

believe! 

It has to be more than intellectual ascent.  
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To receive the fullness of the hope found in the Gospel is all about our personal 

surrender and commitment to Jesus Christ. Not a work that WE do, but an acceptance 

and surrender to the fullness of redemption through His completed sacrifice for our sin.  

I believe that the words and the message of Paul to these men is much more than we 

have printed on these pages. I say that not on just some loose speculation. I say it on 

the evidence we see throughout Paul’s writings in the New Testament. 

I don’t believe Paul ever taught an easy believism. I believe that when given the 

opportunity he challenged ever one who called upon the Lord to a deep, committed, 

surrendered, and faithful relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Not an easy grab 

bag… not simply a pass to get away from wrath... The Gospel Paul proclaimed was one 

of dying daily to self. 

Romans 12 
1 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service. 
2 
And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

Paul declared of himself 

Galatians 2 
20 

"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

He encourages us to a full commitment:  

Romans 6 
6 
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 

might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 
7 
For he 

who has died has been freed from sin. 
8 
Now if we died with Christ, we 

believe that we shall also live with Him 

 

Oh Beloved, trust me that I could go on and on, simply through the teachings of Paul… 

not to mention the words of Jesus, Himself, as well as James and John and Peter. 

Don’t worry, we will get on to the next section of Acts the next time when we can talk 

about the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues and miracle-prayer clothes. 
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But for now, how about you? Are you following “An Insufficient Gospel”, or have you 

fully come to the cross of Jesus Christ, laying your all at His feet, dying to self in order 

that He would live in and through you?    

Not just a head knowledge, but a life surrendered and committed to the fullness of the 

Gospel. Don’t fall for an Insufficient Gospel. 

 


