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A Faithful Persistence  
Acts 18:12-23 

Warren Wiersbe shares the story of – 

A man was shoveling snow from his driveway when two boys carrying snow 

shovels approached him. 

 

“Shovel your snow, Mister?” one of them asked. “Only fifteen dollars!” 

 

Puzzled, the man replied, “Can’t you see that I’m doing it myself?” 

 

“Sure,” said the enterprising lad; “but that’s why we asked. We get most of our 

business from people who are half through and feel like quitting!”
1
 

 

One of the things we have seen about the Apostle Paul is that he doesn’t give up easily. 

He had a very real and Faithful Persistance. Even when his very life is on the line for 

the sake of the Gospel, Paul continued to move forward.  

2 While he was in Corinth he was under intense stress from the multiple attacks of the 

enemy, but the Lord brought encouragement to him “in the night by a vision, ‘Be not 

afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace.’” (18:9) 

In spite of the push-back of the Jews in Corinth;  

In spite of the darkness; 

In spite of the wickedness of the culture in Corinth;  

In spite of all of this, it was his love for the Lord, and the encouragement from the 

Lord, and through faith Paul didn’t stop proclaiming the Word of God. Luke tells us, “he 

continued (in Corinth) a year and six months, teaching the word of God among 

them.” (18:11) 
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3 While he was in Corinth even though there was persecution, Paul had already seen 

powerful results from the faithful proclamation of the Truth of the Gospel. Verse 4 of 

chapter 18 tells us that in reference to the teaching of the Gospel, he “persuaded 

(both) the Jews and the Greeks.”  

Verse 8 even tells us, “Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the 

Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were 

baptized.”  

There is no doubt, the Holy Spirt and the Word of God, through the faithful obedience of 

the Apostle Paul was making a powerful impact on the people of Corinth.  

The message of the Gospel was making an impact on the culture of Corinth. 

This former Pharisee, this former persecutor of the Church was now standing for the 

Truth of God’s Word and the witness of the resurrected Christ. And now, once again we 

find the Jews weren’t liking the fact that their quietness in the midst of the darkness was 

being disturbed. 

So, we find the Jews trying another tactic: they took the Apostle to the municipal 

court. 

4  We are in Acts 18, look with me beginning in verse 12  

Acts 18  
12 

When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up 

against Paul and brought him to the judgment seat, 
13 

saying, "This fellow 
persuades men to worship God contrary to the law." 

It might seem strange that they would take Paul to a secular court to judge a matter 

dealing with their religious laws. And if that were the case, it would be strange. 

However, they were actually bringing Paul to a Roman court, declaring him guilty 

according to Roman law.  
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You see, Rome had a ban against the beginning or the bringing in of new religions. 

Judaism itself had been accepted because it was a well-established or existing belief 

system when the Romans came to power. 

After the Jews made their claim, Paul was more than ready to make his defense. But 

before he could, the proconsul rebukes the Jews.5  
14 

And when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, "If it 

were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O Jews, there would be 

reason why I should bear with you. 
15 

But if it is a question of words and 

names and your own law, look to it yourselves; for I do not want to be a 

judge of such matters." 
16 

And he drove them from the judgment seat. 

As the Jews brought Paul before the Roman proconsul Gallio, their claim was that 

Christianity was in fact a new and very different religion and as such, it was against the 

Roman laws. But the thing is, by and large the Romans – including Gallio – looked at 

Christianity as a sect or branch of Judaism, and as such it wasn’t a matter for the 

civil court to deal with. 

Because Gallio was a Roman proconsul, the governor of Achaia, any judgment 

pronounced by him would have established a legal precedent. 2  I think Luke probably 

brings us this incident because of its importance in legitimizing Christianity as a 

lawful religion in the eyes of the Roman law — not accepted, but lawful. 

6 Gallio tells them, this is none of his worry and he literally begins to drive them away 

from the judgment seat.  

17 
Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat 

him before the judgment seat. But Gallio (said, “Whatever…”) took no 
notice of these things… 

He must have been pretty angry with the Jews at that point. On top of that was the 

continual and growing contempt and destain the Romans had for the Jews.  Not only did 

the Jews NOT get their way, some of the Greeks actually grabbed Sosthenes, the new 
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ruler leader of the synagogue – and started beating on him. Remember the previous 

ruler of the synagogue, Crispus had become a Believer. Sosthenes was the new guy.   

 

So, to say that this different direction of attack didn’t work out too well for the Jews 

would be a major understatement. Paul didn’t have to say a thing. He didn’t have to 

prove his case; God simply intervened through the life of a non-believing Gentile 

authority. 

So here we see, even after the continued attacks and efforts of the Jews, Paul was able 

to remain in Corinth. We are not sure of the timing of this particular attack from the Jews 

in reference to what Luke told us back in verse 11, where he says Paul remained in 

Corinth for one and a half years, 7 but here in verse 18, he does tells us that Paul 

remained there some time after that particular effort to oust him by way of Roman law. 

18 
And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave 

of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and 
Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow. 

At this juncture it would appear as though Paul was finished with the Second 

Missionary Journey and was headed home – first to Cenchrea to cut his hair in 

reference to a vow, then on to Jerusalem and then to his home church in Antioch of 

Syria. 

Apparently Paul; had taken a vow before the Lord to not cut his hair. Luke doesn’t tell us 

when the vow was taken: it could have been in Troas, after seeing the vision to come to 

Macedonia; it could have been in Corinth after seeing the vision that God would protect 

him. We just don’t know. 

So, we’re now in verse 19 

9 Traveling with Aquila and Priscilla, verse 19 tells us 

19 
And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into 

the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews. 
20 

When they desired him to 

tarry longer time with them, he consented not; 
21 

but bade them farewell, 
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saying, “I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I 

will return again unto you, if God will.” And he sailed from Ephesus. 

It would appear at this juncture that Silas and Timothy were left in Corinth to continue 

ministering to the Church – equipping the Saints of Corinth for the work of ministry 

within their city. But, Paul took Priscilla and Aquila with him at least as far as Ephesus.  

As Paul arrived in Ephesus, he once again went about looking for the best 

opportunity to share the Gospel. Ephesus did have a synagogue and so Paul used 

that as an opportunity to share the Good News. Although he had told the Jews of 

Corinth that he would no longer go to the Jews, but to the Gentiles; we find that the 

Apostle did continue to reach out to the Jews in other areas and cities – Ephesus 

included.  

His ministry in Ephesus was meet with at least some measure of acceptance. As a 

matter of fact they encouraged him to stay and continue to teach in the synagogue. But 

Paul felt led to continue to move forward. He wanted to make it to Jerusalem for the 

feast. We don’t know for certain which feast, but most scholars speculate that it would 

have been the feast of Passover, 10 making this travel during the Spring of the year.  

22 
And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the 

church, he went down to Antioch.  

Paul would sailed away from Ephesus, south out the Aegean Sea and into the northern 

portion of the Mediterranean Sea and then to the coastline of Israel to the major port city 

of Caesarea Maritima – some 500 miles from Ephesus by sea. From Caesarea it would 

have been a land journey as he headed “up” to Jerusalem.  

Anytime you travel to Jerusalem you always travel “up” to Jerusalem. As you leave 

Jerusalem, wherever you are headed and whatever direction you go, you always go 

“down” from Jerusalem. This is definitely a theological issue for the Jews, much 

more than a topographical or geographical issue. 

After he had visited with and saluted the church and the Church leaders in Jerusalem, 

11 Paul left Jerusalem and went ”down” to Antioch.  
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This is now the end of Paul’s Second Missionary Journey. 12  

Luke introduces the Third Missionary Journey rather briefly, covering a lot of territory 

and a multitude of cities under just a few words. It would seem, at least to Luke and the 

Holy Spirit who directed him in his writings 13 that the upcoming events of Ephesus 

need to be the initial focus –  

23 
And after he had spent some time there, he departed, and went over all the 

country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples. 

 

You look at a man like the Apostle Paul and you have to realize how powerful the 

Spirit of God was on this man. A man who could have lived his life out there in his 

home town of Tarsus, or moved to Jerusalem where the early Church was born or 

even in Antioch of Syria where he first help Barnabus get the Church of Antioch 

established. He would have been a powerful messenger of God, even if he had stayed 

in one of those three places. 

Because he was so moved by the love, the power and the Spirit of God in his personal 

life, no matter where he was the Apostle Paul would have continued to proclaim the 

Gospel. 14 As a matter of fact, he would later write to the Church of Corinth –  

1 Corinthians 9 
16 

“…woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!” 

Not only must he continue to preach, but he was led to bring the message to places 

far out of his comfort zone, far out of the perceived safety of his own home town. His 

call took him to lands where the Gospel had never been proclaimed. 15 As he 

writes to the Romans –  

Romans 15 
20 

And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was 

named, lest I should build on another man's foundation, 
21 

but as it is 

written: "To whom He was not announced, they shall see; and those who 
have not heard shall understand (Isaiah 52:15)." 
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And so, he traveled and ministered to people of a variety of ethnicities and cultures, 

those who were raised up in religion and those who had no foundation, knowing 

that the love and compassion of our God isn’t limited by any of those things. 16 He 

would write to the mixture of the ethnicities and cultures found in the Church in 

Galatia –  

Galatians 3 
26 

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 

For as many 

of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
28 

There is neither 

Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

15 And similarly to the Church in Colossia –  

Colossians 3 
10 

(You) have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to 

the image of Him who created him, 
11 

where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 

circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but 

Christ is all and in all. 

And the same message he wrote to the Ephesians, the Romans, and the Corinthians; 

writing that those who are in Christ are One in Him. 

 

Paul was so evidently moved by the work of the Holy Spirit in his life that nothing else 

of life really mattered. 16 Just as he told the Church of Philippi –  

Philippians 3 
7 
But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 

8 
Yet 

indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ, 
9 
and be found in Him… 

The faithful persistence of Paul wasn’t by his own strength. But it was DRIVEN by 

his intense love for the Savior. When Paul came to Christ, his focus on everything 

changed. No longer focused on the things of this world, no longer focused on the 

divisions and hatreds of this world; no longer focused on his own comfort and ease: no, 

his focus was on Christ. 
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And because his love for the Savior was true, because his focus remained right: 17 

he persevered even in trials and tribulations, in...  

2 Corinthians 11 
23 

…labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 

frequently, in deaths often. 
24 

From the Jews five times (he) received forty 

stripes minus one. 
25 

Three times (he) was beaten with rods; once stoned 

(and left for dead); three times (he suffered) shipwreck; (spending) a night 

and a day in the deep; 
26 

in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of 

robbers, in perils of (his) own countrymen, 18  in perils of the Gentiles, in 

perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 

among false brethren; 
27 

in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in 

hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—
33 

(he) was let 

down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped (the hands of 
the Governor of Damascus). 

Yet he persevered, because he loved Jesus more than he loved himself, he loved 

Jesus more than life itself. And because of that love, he wanted to please his Savior.  

Was he perfect, no, of course not? 19 He would have been the first to share with you 

what he shared with the Church of Philippi –  

Philippians 3 
12 

Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 

that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
13 

Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those 

things which are ahead, 
14 

I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Paul was a man who continued to press forward… 

As we continue on in the book of Acts, we’ll find the Apostle never really slows done… 

at least not of his own choosing. On his Third and final Missionary Journey he will have 

the opportunity to visit many of the same locations where the Lord had used him to birth 

new Churches; areas where he led individuals of all classes to a saving knowledge of 

Christ. 



9 
 

He’ll have opportunity to speak before the governors and kings of the region; the Lord 

will even allow him to take the message of the hope of salvation to the center of the 

Empire itself – to Rome.  

But these were no pleasure voyages, no easy cruises and tours. He went as a prisoner, 

bound in chains. But even in the midst of these trials, his own viewpoint was that he 

was a prisoner of Christ and not of man. 

Though iron chains held him on this earth, it was the Spirit of Christ that called Paul and 

carried him to the appointed destinations. 

The faithful persistence of Paul was such a part of his life, that at the end of his time 

on earth he could honestly write to Timothy, 22 his young friend, protégé, and co-

laborer in Christ –  

2 Timothy 4 
7 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

8 

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also 
to all who have loved His appearing. 

 

20 (Decision Time) 

How about you? 

Is your walk in the Lord a walk of faithful persistence, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and 

strengthened by your love for Jesus? 

Is your love demonstrated by that faithful persistence? 

Do you look forward to the time when you will be in the very presence of the Savior?  

Are you ready to meet Him? Will you hear those words – 

Matthew 25 
21 

"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were 
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faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into 

the joy of your lord.' 

 

Are you truly in love with Jesus? Or, just the idea of having a Savior? 

Have you surrendered your all to Him, where nothing else really matters? Or, do you 

simply want the benefits of His kingdom? 

 

 

 


