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“Up and Out” to the “Down and Out” 

Acts 18:1-4 

The response to the Gospel is often so varied. The response that Paul received at Mars 

Hill at the end of Acts 17 would actually be considered odd and even tame for the 

Apostle. But for many of us, as we share the Gospel, that reaction would actually be 

quite normal. 

Do you remember how they responded? After his message on Mars Hill? 

Some mocked,  
Some wanted to hear more, and  

Some actually believed and followed  
(Acts 17:32-34).  

What I do find interesting in Athens‘ response: there was no riot or revolt.  

Surprising, particularly when you look at previous responses to Paul’s preaching and 

teaching as he went from city to city.  

Don’t forget, just through the First Missionary Journey and the earlier part of this 

Second Journey, Paul had already been:  

 Kicked out of some cities,  

 Snuck out of one city in a basket over the wall,  

 Threatened by many,  

 Attacked in synagogues and marketplaces,  

 Attacked by both Jews and Gentiles,  

 Stoned and left for dead,  

 Beaten with rods,  

 Placed in shackles and spent at least one night in the inner recesses of a prison.  

 

That’s why, when you look at the comparison to what previously happened, the results 

we read from Athens seem pretty tame indeed: Some mocked, some wanted to 

hear more, and some actually believed and followed. 
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As a matter of fact, through the years, many have actually wondered, “Was Paul’s 

ministry in Athens a failure?” 

I honestly believe that Dionysius the Areopagite, the woman named Damaris, and 

others with them would beg to differ. To them the ministry was a great success.  

All of eternity was changed for those individuals. 

And besides that, those few that did believe on that day, no doubt saw others follow 

their path. Even if Luke doesn’t mention it, there had to be at least a small work begun 

there. 

My guess is Paul probably spent some sort of additional time in Athens before moving 

on, just ministering to the ones who did come to Christ. I can’t imagine him simply 

leaving them to fend for themselves.  

One interesting side note, when Luke mentions and describes Dionysius as the 

Areopagite, he’s actually making a powerful statement.  

Adam Clark reminds us that the title “the Areopagite” is given to each of the thirty men 

who hold the position as one the Areopagus Council. Each of those council members 

would have at one point in their life served as an archon, a leading public official with 

civil authority or even as the chief governor of the city of Athens. 

No one would have been granted that position unless they were recognized as being of 

the highest reputation among the people in terms of intelligence and conduct. It was 

a much esteemed, very influential position within the culture of the day.       

So, for Dionysius, the Areopagite to come to faith in Christ was a powerful message 

to the people of Athens. Because of his position, Dionysius would have an open door 

to share his new found faith in Jesus Christ with others in the city — particularly with 

the educated elite. And, undoubtedly it would have given great credence to the 

teaching of this “babbler”, the Apostle Paul.      

But, even as Luke writes it, there’s not much is in the transition as we move from 

chapter 17 into chapter 18. Verse 18:1 simply states –  
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Acts 18 
1 
After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; 

 

As Paul moved from Athens and into Corinth (this would have been around AD 51-52), 

he would find some dramatic changes in this new city. Remember, at this point, 

Silas and Timothy are still lingering back in Thessalonica, ministering to the new 

saints there and establishing them in the faith. So Paul moves ahead on his own, but 

still empowered by and led by the Holy Spirit. 

Corinth at only about 50 mile west from Athens, was important because of the Isthmus 

of Corinth, a very narrow land bridge which lies between the Aegean Sea to the east 

and the Gulf of Corinth which leads to the Adriatic Sea to the west.  

This land bridge is only about 4 miles wide and in ancient times smaller ships would be 

brought ashore and rolled on huge logs across the expanse and deposited on the other 

side. That would save the ships from traveling 100’s of miles all the way around to the 

south of Greece, through a portion of the Sea of Crete. 

As we’ve shared, Athens was known for higher education and intellect, as well as 

multiples of pagan gods, goddesses, and the memorials and temples built for 

each.  

Ah, but as we look at Corinth… Corinth, was also a city given over to the worship of 

pagan gods and goddesses. However, it was most known for its ABSOLUTE 

PERVERSION AND WICKEDNESS.  

Albert Barnes tells us: 

It was one of the most populous and wealthy cities of Greece; and, at the same 

time, one of the most luxurious, effeminate, proud, ostentatious, and dissolute. 

Lasciviousness here was not only practiced and allowed, but was consecrated by 

the worship of Venus (or as the Greeks would call her, Aphrodite – the goddess 

of love); and no small part of the wealth and splendor of the city arose from the 

offerings made by licentious passion in the very temples of this goddess. No city 
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of ancient times was more profligate (i.e. shamelessly immoral, filled 

with debauchery).1   

As a matter of fact it was a well-known fact that someone living elsewhere in the Middle 

East who was immoral and evil of action and intent was known to have been 

“Corinthianized”.   

And so, the Apostle Paul, without his fellow missionary companions’ moves into the 

cesspool known as Corinth. 

I think that all too often we don’t consider the  

Emotional,  

Physical and  

Spiritual battles of a man like the Apostle Paul.  

We put him and other biblical heros up on pedestals, believing them to be unmoved 

by the situations and the cultures they had to continually deal with.  

Paul had just left Athens, were he shared the hope of the Gospel with the highest 

educated and influential men in all of Athens. Now he moves into the stench and 

overwhelming immorality of Corinth. 

Stop for a moment and consider: 

What do you think the emotional and even spiritual condition of Paul was as he 

came into this city known throughout the region for is wickedness?  

What about you? 

What would have been your emotional and spiritual condition? 

Just as we spoke last week:  

How are we to respond to culture that is so far from the principles and standards 

of Christ… so far from any recognition of the One, True God? 

We actually have a couple of clues as to what is going on in Paul’s personal 

situation. I don’t want to run too far ahead, but I want you to have a feel for what is 

                                            
1
 Barnes, Adam “New Testament Commentary: Acts” Acts 18:1 
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going on in our Brother’s life as he faces probably the most depraved and 

degenerate city yet to be on his Missionary Journeys...  

and our Brother is on his own, at least physically. 

Our clues come for a couple of places: the first is here just a couple of verses down in 

Acts 18 as Luke shares with us a vision Paul has while he is in Corinth… 

Acts 18 
9 
Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid, but 

speak, and do not keep silent; 
10 

for I am with you, and no one will attack 

you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city." 

Why do you think the Lord had to encourage the Apostle to not be afraid, but speak, 

and do not keep silent? 

Could it be because Paul WAS afraid and considered being silent? No, surely not the 

Apostle Paul!!!      

Our second hint comes from the letter the Apostle would later send to the Church 

that would eventually become established in Corinth...  

1 Corinthians 2 
1 
And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of 

speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God . 
2 
For I 

determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified. 

3 
I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  

The Apostle Paul? In weakness, in fear, and in much trembling?  

Oh yes, even the Apostle Paul. 

As I read that passage in 1 Corinthians, I find it fascinating that Paul was determined 

not to come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to the testimony of 

God (undoubtedly like he had done in in Athens); instead, he actually came to 

them determined not to know anything among them except Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified. 
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He’s very honest with them as he shares with them that after the experience at Athens 

and having come into the city of Corinth, he came to them in weakness, in fear, and 

in much trembling. 

No doubt, there in Athens, Paul had “waxed eloquently” as he shared among the 

educated and elite. Now Paul is taken from the undoubtedly pagan, yet intellectual 

culture of Athens and plunged into the increased darkness of Corinth. Thats why the 

encouragement from the Lord...  

9 
..."Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; 

10 
for I am with you, 

and no one will attack you to hurt you  

 

But now that we have Paul in Corinth, let’s continue… 

Acts 18 
2 
And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had 

recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had 

commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to them. 
3 
So, 

because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by 

occupation they were tentmakers.
 4 

And he reasoned in the synagogue every 

Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 

This is now the first introduction of the husband and wife ministry team: Aquila and 

Priscilla. Throughout the book of Acts and in Paul’s writings, whenever they are spoken 

of, they are always spoken of together. They were husband and wife, but even more 

than that, they were ministry partners. And a funny little fact is, four out of the six 

times their names are mentioned, we actually find Priscilla’s name being the first 

mentioned. Some say that maybe she was more outspoken... probably due to her 

personality or her gifting.  

Anyway Aquila and Priscilla are in Corinth when Paul arrives there. Luke tells us that 

although Aquila was a native of Pontus, he and Priscilla had previously lived in Rome 

until they were banished with all the other Jews by Claudius Caesar around AD 49. 

Once Paul met them and found that they also were tentmakers, a friendship was formed 

and Paul stayed with them and assisted in the making of tents. The friendship that was 
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begun there in Corinth remained and grew through the balance of the Apostle’s life 

and ministry. 

As Luke introduces them, notice he says a certain Jew named Aquila, not a Christian 

or a Believer. As a matter of fact, most scholars feel that although they were not 

converted to Christ by the first meeting with the Apostle, undoubtedly as he worked and 

lived with them, the message and the hope of the Gospel became real to both of them.  

They not only became followers of the Jewish Messiah Jesus, we find that they soon 

become co-laborers together for the sake of the Gospel. According to Paul’s writings, 

they even had a Church in their house both in Ephesus, and when they were finally 

able to return to Rome, and then once again when they moved back to Ephesus. 

And it is now at this point and place in life where Luke tells us, even in the midst of the 

darkness of the city of Corinth that the Apostle Paul begins to once again (reason) in 

the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuading both Jews and Greeks. Even in the 

darkness of this city both Jews and Greeks were coming to a saving faith in Christ.     

And once again we are reminded that God has no limits when it comes to touching 

people’s lives for His Kingdom and for the glory of Christ. The low cannot be so low 

but that the hand of God will reach through all the muck and the mire, the stench and 

the filth to draw an individual to Himself. 

And neither can an individual’s intellect, social standing, and worldly influence keep 

them from their need of a Savior.  

Even with all the knowledge found in this world,  
yet man will continually   

run from the truth that is God.  

It was because Paul knew the Savior, and he knew the word of God, therefore the Holy 

Spirit was able to empower him to reach society’s high and low — the up and out, as 

well as the down and out.  

It was the work of the Spirit of God and the obedience of the vessel of God which 

allowed the Gospel of Jesus Christ to penetrate: 
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 Those who were spiritual, yet without the Holy Spirit,  

 As well as those who run from everything they sense to be spiritual or 

religious, 

 Those who may be educated, yet ignorant of the Truth of God, 

 Those who seemed to be in control of their lives, yet would be lost for all 

eternity, 

 And those whose lives are continually spinning out of control, with no hope of 

peace or a relationship with God as their Father. 

God has no barriers,  

The Holy Spirit cannot be and will not be restrained, 

The deepest of darkness cannot keep out the Light of the world, Jesus Christ. 

As you and I move through this present culture, we need to be reminded, that in Christ 

— 

Matthew   5    

“We are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and 

it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 

But we also need to be reminded — 

Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;  

… for He has many people in this city and  

in this world who need to hear  
the hope of the Gospel. 

 

Both the “down and out” and to the “up and out” need to hear the hope of the Gospel.  

Some will mock,  

Some will want to hear more,  

Some will actually believe and follow. 
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