
1 
 

Noble of Character 

Acts 17:10-18 

 

The time in Thessalonica had been rich. Paul and the missionary team had gone into 

the local synagogue and for 
2 
three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures, 
3 
explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise 

again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ."  

For three weeks they had been able to reason from the Old Testament scriptures about 

the reality that Jesus Christ of Nazareth was the Promised Messiah of Israel. 

During these three weeks they actually saw the hand of the Lord moving in individuals 

lives, as 
4 
some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout 

Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas. It had been a 

powerful time in the Lord. But once again, the enemy was doing all he could to stop the 

message or silence the messenger.  

We saw that not all of the Jews in the synagogue were persuaded by the words of Paul 

and the others. As a matter of fact, 
5 
the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming 

envious, took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set 

all the city in an uproar. 

But, as many problems as they gave to this new group of Believers, they couldn’t 

change the fact that the Spirit of God was already at work within the lives of many in 

that city. Luke and perhaps some others of the missionary group remained in the city to 

continue to minister to this new Body of Believers – this new Church. But, because it 

seemed as though the Jewish trouble makers were zeroing in on Paul and Silas, the 

rest of the Believers determined it would be better for them to leave the city. 

So, here we are in Acts 17, beginning at verse 10 

Acts 17 
10 

Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. 

When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 
11 

These were 
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more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 

with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether 

these things were so. 
12 

Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few 
of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 

Once again, we see Paul going to the synagogue to begin his ministry in the area. And, 

once again we see eyes being opened and hearts changed by the solid teaching of the 

Word of God. 

Did you catch the difference between the people of Berea and the people of 

Thessalonica? In the English verse it says the Bereans were more fair-minded than 

those in Thessalonica 

Some of your versions might say noble-minded, more-noble, more open-minded, or 

even more-noble character. The actual word Luke uses here had at one time meant 

being of more noble birth or being high born – in other words, they came from ”good 

stock”. But at the time of Luke’s writing it meant that they were a people “willing to 

consider new ideas, but not easily persuaded without proof” regardless of their class or 

social status.  

We see thIs clearly in Luke’s statement, “they received the word with all readiness, 

and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so…” 

This was not an emotional response, but a well thought out response to the truth they 

heard. This is the kind of response or commitment to the Lord that isn’t easily swayed 

by the variety of doctrines and false teachings. This kind of commitment (the idea of 

being willing to search the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so) 

is able to stay strong in the midst of trials and persecutions. 

When you and I truly become “People of the Book”, we’re strengthened against 

heresies and false teachings. But, one of the problems we are facing in our culture 

today is that people, those who call themselves Believers, the Church in general are 

not “People of the Book”.   
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Ed Stetzer is a Christian first and foremost, he is also an author, speaker, 

researcher, pastor, and church planter. Holding two masters degrees and two 

doctorates, Stetzer is the North American regional director for the Lausanne 

Committee for World Evangelization, he is frequently sited or interviewed by such 

secular news outlets as USAToday and CNN. A regular contributor to the North 
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This Week radio program along with John Stonestreet – heard Sunday evenings at 

6:30 on KVNG-Grace 91.1FM. And currently he is serving as the interim teaching 

Pastor at Moody Church Chicago Illinois. 

I give you that introduction to share with you a portion of an article Stetzer wrote in an 

article in Christianity Today, dated July 6, 2015. The title of the article is The Epidemic 

of Bible Illiteracy in Our Churches.  

In the article he states:   

Christians claim to believe the Bible is God's Word. We claim it's God's divinely 

inspired, inerrant message to us. Yet despite this, we aren't reading it. LifeWay 

Research found that only 45 percent of those who regularly attend church read 

the Bible more than once a week. Over 40 percent of the people attending read 

their Bible occasionally, maybe once or twice a month. Almost 1 in 5 churchgoers 

say they never read the Bible—essentially the same number who read it every 

day.  

While 67 percent of Americans believe heaven is a real place, 45 percent believe 

there are many ways to get there—including 1 in 5 evangelical Christians. More 

than half of evangelicals (59 percent) believe the Holy Spirit is a force and not a 

personal being—in contrast to the orthodox biblical teaching of the Trinity being 

three Persons in one God. As a whole, Americans, including many Christians, 

hold unbiblical views on hell, sin, salvation, Jesus, humanity, and the Bible itself. 

To help you understand that, let me ask you a few simple questions. I don’t want your 

answers, I simply want you to think about rather or not you know the answer… 

1. Can you name the Ten Commandments… in order? 

(1. No other Gods, 2. No graven images, 3. Don’t take His name in vain, 4. 

Sabbath Day, 5. Honor parents, 6. Do not murder, 7. Don’t commit adultery, 8. 

Do not steal, 9. Do not lie, 10. Do not covet) 
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2. Where would you find the story of Jonah? 

(Book of Jonah and referred to by Jesus in Matt 12 and Luke 11) 

3. Did Jesus ever speak of Hell? 

(Multiple times – Matthew 5, Mark 9, Luke 10,12, 16 as well as others) 

4. Name the three disciples, later to be Apostles who were closest to Jesus? 

(Peter, James and John) 

5. Where in the Bible does it speak of the idea or doctrine that in Adam all have 

sinned, or because of Adams fall, every individual is born with a sin nature? 

(Romans 5) 

6. Where would you find the statement, “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” 

(Ephesians 2:8) 

We need to be students of the Bible, otherwise we are so easily deceived. Even 

within what would be considered Christian denominations and teachings – false or at 

least questionable doctrines abound.   

It was a continual concern of Paul for the Church. That’s why he told the Church in 

Corinth –  

2 Corinthians 11 
3 
…I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so 

your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
4 
For if he 

who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you 

receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel 
which you have not accepted--you may well put up with it! 

That’s why the Apostle Paul told us in the book of Ephesians that we need to know what 

the Bible teaches, no longer being as children, tossed to and fro and carried about 

with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 

deceitful plotting (Ephesians 4:14). 

As he told Timothy, every Believer needs to be able to rightly divide the Word of 

Truth. Shunning profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more 

ungodliness (2 Tim. 2:15).  



5 
 

That’s why John tells us in 1 John 4  

1 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 

God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

The danger was so real in the First Century that Paul tells the Church in Galatia:  

Galatians 1:8-9 
8 
But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you 

than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  

And then he repeats it in the very next verse:  
9 
As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other 

gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 

So let me ask you, do you think the enemy of your souls has grown weary in trying to 

trip up the Church through false doctrines and the teachings of man?  

Of course not!! The Church needs to wake up and become more like the Bereans, a 

people who were willing to listen, but they weren’t willing to take any new teaching for 

granted, so they received the word with all readiness, yet they searched the 

Scriptures daily, and they actually found out that the things Paul was teaching were 

true. And verse 12 tells us  

12 
Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, 

prominent women as well as men. 

Again, the power of the Word of God being received by a people hungry for God, and 

many were saved: Greeks, prominent Jewish women, as well as some of the Jewish 

men.  

As a matter of fact, the impact of the Word of God was so strong in the city of Berea, 

the Jews from Thessalonica heard about it and wouldn’t let it rest. Look at verse 13 

13 
But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the Word of God was 

preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds. 
14 

Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both 

Silas and Timothy remained there. 

Wait a minute. Did you read that?  
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When the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the Word of God was preached... 

(they) stirred up the crowds. 

Oh how far they have fallen from Truth! If man will not receive truth, he will do all that he 

can to remove truth from convicting his life. We see this played out time and time again: 

It is easier be believe and receive a lie, than to allow your heart to be changed by 

the Truth! 

Although Paul had to leave, he wasn’t about to leave this new group of Believers to fend 

for themselves. He left Silas and Timothy there in Berea (at least for a short while) to 

continue to teach and pray for this group…, as he became the moving target. And a 

group of the Believers conducted him out of harm’s way and on to Athens. 

Verse 15 tells us –  

15 
So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a 

command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they 
departed. 

So, it would seem that Paul is now in Athens all alone, none of his missionary team are 

with him at this time.  

The journey from Berea to Athens was not an easy one, rather he came by sea or along 

the coastal highway it would have taken a few days. Once they arrived in Athens, the 

Brothers from Berea were going to turn around and go back home. But before they left 

Paul told them to tell Silas and Timothy to “come to him with all speed.”  

And then Paul settled in to see the city. This was no vacation spot for the Apostle. He 

was truly on mission to spread the hope and truth of the Gospel wherever the Lord 

would lead him.  

At the time of Paul’s arrival, Athens had already seen their glory years – theirs was 

the age of the Grecian Empire back in 500-350 BC, long before the Roman invasion. 

The city of Athens is considered to be one of among 12 of the oldest inhabited cities 

in the world.  
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During it strongest and most populated years it was known for the great Temple of 

Athena (known today as the Parthenon), also Temple of Hephaestus and the Temple 

of Zeus (which was at one time the largest temple in mainland of Greece). 

In 88–85 BC, most Athenian houses and fortifications were leveled by the Roman 

general Sulla, although many civic buildings, monuments and even Temples were left 

intact. The religious system, the gods and the goddesses of the Greeks were simply 

transferred over to the Roman system, just as they did throughout the Grecian Empire 

as the Roman Empire took their place. 

At one time the population of the city, counting Athenian citizens and families, as well as 

slaves and others who lived there was estimated to be from 300-400,000. As the 

Apostle Paul comes into the city it is easily only a fraction of what it used to be, yet still 

substantial for the region. 

As Paul had the opportunity to wander the streets and marketplaces of Athens, there 

was one thing which stood out to him above all else… the number and variety of pagan 

idols displayed throughout the city.   

16 
Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 

him when he saw that the city was given over to idols. 

Pagan gods had been a part of the cities culture throughout the ages. They knew 

nothing of the One True God. Monotheism to the Greek and Roman was as bad as 

being an atheist. They had multiples of gods to cover every aspect of their lives. 

When Luke declares that Paul’s spirit was provoked he uses a word which bears with 

it the idea of being in pain, distressed, troubled, or stirred. This wasn’t the idea of 

anger, it has a deeper concept that speaks of the greatness of Paul’s concern for how 

lost these people are. 

I wonder about us as we move about in our culture: 

 We hear of horrifying news stories,  

 We see wickedness played out on our own streets,  
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 We witness a culture slipping further and further away from the truth of the Word 

of God and the hope of the Gospel;  

Are we angered or are we stirred spiritually because of the reality of eternity that stands 

before us all.        

Paul felt he could make a difference. God had called him to make a difference: just as 

He calls you and me to make a difference in the circle of influence we have in this lost 

and dying world.  

 

First Paul went to the synagogue, but he also found opportunity to share the truth of 

God’s word in the open marketplace…  

17 
Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the 

Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened 

to be there. 
18 

Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered 

him. And some said, "What does this babbler want to say?" Others said, "He 

seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods," because he preached to them 
Jesus and the resurrection. 

One of the things you need to see here is that as the Greco-Roman culture worshipped 

a multitude of god’s, they also believed that there were a multitude of ways to 

please the gods and thus solidify your place in the next life.  

However, the Jews were totally opposite. They believed that there was only one God 

and only through Him could you secure your place in eternity. But, according to their 

tradition, in order to secure your place in eternity, you had to become a Jew. 

Now, this babbler Paul comes and seems to combine a bit of the two: there is only 

One God, and only one way to get to Him. But, that way was available and open to all 

men everywhere through this One called Jesus Christ.  

As a matter of fact, the name they called him, the babbler is a word picture of a bird 

that goes around gathering seeds from a variety of locations. Paul’s teaching was new 

to the Athenians. And, it was intriguing. 

His doctrine was declared openly, and later he would write it out for everyone to see.  
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In Romans he declared 

Romans 10 
12 

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over 

all is rich to all who call upon Him. 
13 

For "whoever calls on the name of the 
LORD shall be saved."  

To the Galatians he wrote 

Galatians 3 
28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

To those of Colossae he affirmed 

Colossians 3 
11 

where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

This was a curious new teaching. And Paul was bold to share it with all who would 

listen. He was able to both reason in the synagogue with those who had a knowledge of 

the Scripture, and to hold his own in the marketplace revealing new truths to those who 

were steeped in their culture and pagan lifestyles. 

 Because Paul knew the Word of God – the Old Testament Scriptures 

 Because Paul had relationship with the Son of God – totally surrendered into the 

care and direction of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 Because Paul had a passion and concern for the lost – first for his own people 

the Jews, but also for the pagans that surrounded him. 

Therefore, he was a vessel used by God for the furtherance of the message of the 

Gospel. 

 It was by the inner working of the Holy Spirit of God that Paul’s life was changed; 

 It was the presence of the Holy Spirit of God who give him a heart for the lost; 

 And, it was Paul’s personal determination to know and grow in his knowledge of 

the Word and make himself available to be used by the Lord Jesus;  

 As well as Paul choosing to be obedient to the call;  
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All of that work8ng together is what made Paul such a powerful tool in the hand of God 

for the furtherance of the Gospel and God’s Kingdom purposes.  

Paul continually committed himself to be that usable vessel.  

All the head knowledge you have is empty without the empowering work of the Spirit in 

your life.  

All the power and the gifting of the Holy Spirit is of no avail if you yourself are not 

available for His use. 

Are you willing? 

Are you as the Bereans, searching the Scriptures daily and growing in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus? 

Have you made yourself ready?  

Are you a willing and usable vessel, growing in His Word, and obedient to His call? 

Do you know the one Paul preached about and surrendered his life in service to? 

 

 

 

 


