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When the World Pushes Back 
Acts 16:35 – 17:9 

 

Jack Phillips. Masterpiece Cakeshop 

Baronelle Stutzman - Florist 

Chike Uzuegbunam - Censored for sharing his Faith on campus at Georgia Gwinnett 

College 

Illinois Governer J. B. Pritzker - Reproductive Health Act, allowing the murdering of 

children in the womb at any point in the pregnancy. With the right to a waiver for 

Parental Notice. 

Comedians like Jon Stewart and a host of others continually mocking Christianity to 

hoots, laughs, and applause of the crowd. 

Violent attacks of Christians in Nigeria, Iran, Pakistan, Egypt, India, China, North Korea, 

and Syria. 

Facebook, Twitter, Google, and Apple have been caught removing some Christian 

posts and sites which speak out. Listing them as “hate speech”. 

According to Open Doors, a web site serving to make the persecution of Christians 

known states: 

On average, every month: 345 Christians are killed for faith related reasons, 105 

Churches and Christian organization buildings are burned or attacked, 219 Christians 

are detained w/o trail, arrested, sentenced, and imprisoned. 

In 2019,  4,136 Christians were martyred.  

World wide 1 in 9 Christians experience a high level of persecution. 

On and on... 
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As we have been going through the book of Acts, we have seen time and time again, 

the powerful move of God through the work of the Holy Spirit and the seemingly never 

ending attack of the enemy to try and squelch the work and the Spirit of God. Last week 

we saw as Paul and Silas were in the Philippian jail “having a prayer and praise service” 

at midnight, and God sent an earthquake. This earthquake loosed the bondage holding 

Paul and Silas, as well as opened all the doors of the prison.  

The Jailer was shocked by the earthquake and amazed at the hand of God. As he came 

running into the depths of the prison, he: 

Acts 16 
29 

…fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 
30 

And he brought them out 

and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
31 

So they said, "Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household." 
32 

Then 

they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 
33 

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And 

immediately he and all his family were baptized. 
34 

Now when he had 

brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, 

having believed in God with all his household. 

That’s where we left off last week, but that’s not the end of the story for either the 

Philippian jailer nor for Paul and Silas. Verse 35 picks the story back up: 

35 
And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying, "Let those 

men go." 
36 

So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, 

"The magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in 

peace." 

Now at this point in time you would have expected Paul and Silas to be grateful for their 

release and you would have expected them to simply leave the jail and the city and go 

to where people would accept them and their message of the Gospel. But, there was 

more that had to be done. 

When Paul received the message from the officers of the magistrates, his response was 

a lot different than they anticipated: 

37 
But Paul said to them, "They have beaten us openly, uncondemned 

Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they put us out 

secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out." 
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To help you understand the gravity of the situation, these officers would have been the 

ones who would have carried out the magistrates command to beat Paul and Silas with 

rods. It was very apparent that in the rush, confusion, and emotional charge of their 

initial arrest, no one bothered to check and see if they were Roman citizens.  

As an eye-witness, Luke tells us back in 16:22-23 

22 
the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off 

their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 
23 

And when they 

had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the 

jailer to keep them securely. 

A lot of emotion… a lot of rage… and the action of the magistrates was taken without 

a hearing. It was against Roman law to incarcerate a Roman citizen without a trial 

and a conviction. AND, it was against the law to beat a Roman citizen. The 

magistrates were guilty of breaking Roman law and these officers were the very ones 

who carried out their command. 

Now that’s a difficult and possibly incriminating place to be… for both the officers and 

the magistrates!! 

So, it was possibly the recognition of their guilt that caused them to try and secretly 

release the prisoners. Or perhaps they felt their gods had been angered and brought 

about the earthquake. Whatever the reason, they tried to quietly release them and 

have them go on their way. But Paul wouldn’t allow it. 

37 
"They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown 

us into prison. And now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them 

come themselves and get us out." 
38 

And the officers told these words to the 

magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Romans. 
39 

Then they (the magistrates) came and pleaded with them and brought 
them out, and asked them to depart from the city. 

It wasn’t that Paul wanted retribution or any kind of compensation for his illegal 

beating and false imprisonment. He simply knew that if he left in the way the 

magistrates were desiring, the Church would continue to have even greater 

problems with the magistrates. By holding them to the Law, Paul stated his case 

honestly and justly. 
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Paul and Silas were willing to go, but not until they had the opportunity to minister to 

and encourage the young Church. 

40 
So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and when 

they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed. 

 

As they departed Philippi, chapter 17:1 tells us 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 

About 30 miles outside of Philippi, as the missionary team traveled along what was 

known as the Via Egnatia they would have come to Amphipolis. About 30 miles beyond 

that and they would have come to Apollinia. The entire trip from Philippi to Thessalonica 

(the modern day Saloniki in Greece) would have been about 100 miles. About a five day 

trip. Luke doesn’t speak of the team stopping for long in either Amphipolis or Apollonia. 

Rather that was because the cities didn’t have a synagogue or simply that Paul was 

intent on getting to the great city of Thessalonica, we really don’t know. But, it seems as 

though as soon as he gets to Thessalonica, he finds that they do have a synagogue.  

Another interesting side line, since the first person pronoun of “we” has now been 

changed to the third person “they”, it would appear that Luke may have stayed behind in 

Philippi to continue to encourage and teach the new Believers. We will find he will join 

the team later. 

One thing we do know, Paul and Silas are still together and in verse 14 it speaks of 

Timothy being still with them. Soon they begin ministering in the way that was the 

custom for the Apostle Paul –  

Acts 17 
2 
Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths 

reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
3 
explaining and demonstrating that 

the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This 

Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ." 
4 
And some of them were 

persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the 
leading women, joined Paul and Silas. 
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Paul was able to maintain an audience within the synagogue for three separate 

Sabbaths. During this time he reasoned with them from the Scriptures. Speaking to 

them of the Old Testament prophecies and declarations of the coming Messiah…, all 

that He would suffer…, but yet with the fulfilled promise that He rose again and would 

come back again for His Bride.  

He shared with them how this humble Rabbi from Nazareth in Galilee was the 

fulfillment of those prophecies and as a matter of fact, He was the fulfillment of the 

Promised Anointed One, translated to the Greeks as the Christ and to the Hebrews 

as Messiah.  

"This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ." Paul made no bones about it. He 

was straight forward in his preaching and teaching; as he argued his point, he never lost 

sight of the fact that there was only one way of salvation and that was through faith 

in Christ. 

The results of this three week time of reasoning the Scriptures brought some to be 

persuaded; a great multitude of them were devout Greeks, and not a few of the 

leading women of the synagogue. I believe that any of us would look at that and 

declare it to be a successful ministry outreach.  

 Lives were changed,  

 Souls brought into the Kingdom  

 And though every individual was important.  

 Not everyone received the message. 

As a matter of fact, it seemed as though it split down ethnic lines – a great multitude 

of the devout Greeks believed. But, verse 5 tells us –  

Acts 17 
5 
…the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the 

evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an 

uproar…  

Let’s stop right there. What’s THAT all about? 
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 The Jews not only didn’t receive…  

 They not only weren’t persuaded by Paul’s message…  

 They actually became envious.  

So much so that they were going to do all within their power to shut Paul and the 

message of the Gospel down.  

It wasn’t enough simply to not agree… they wanted to destroy the message and if 

they could, even the messenger.  

On any other day these men who would have been considered “pious Jews” but now 

they’ve conceived a plan to draw together evil men from the marketplace and pull 

together a mob, to set all the city in an uproar.  

Are you ever amazed at how vicious the hatred is for Christianity to those who are 

under the conviction of the message of Jesus? 

Yes, I believe that’s where the great hatred comes into play. When a individuals life is 

under conviction, they either respond positively to the conviction and do something 

about it within their lives… or they rebel against it with all they have. And try to silence 

the voice that brings the conviction.  

Here we see that once again, their stand isn’t a simple disagreement – it is a focused 

hatred. A full blown desire for destruction. And they will do all within their ability to bring 

a halt to the message of Christ. This is so plainly the plan and work of Satan, as 

evidenced through the millennia. 

But more on that in a moment. 

Apparently during their time in Thessalonica, Paul and the missionary team stayed at 

the house of a man named Jason. This may have been an earlier Believer or perhaps 

he had come to faith since the arrival of Paul and the team, under the preaching of the 

Word.  
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Anyway, as these Jews stirred up the city, they went to find Paul and the team – and 

they… 

5 
…attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 

6 

But when they did not find them (Paul and Silas), they dragged Jason and 

some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, "These who have turned 

the world upside down have come here too. 
7 
Jason has harbored them, and 

these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is 
another king--Jesus." 

8 
And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard 

these things. 
9 
So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they 

let them go. 

Hmmm, I wonder as Paul shared the hope of the Gospel and promises of God available 

to those who were coming to Christ: I wonder if he also shared that the world would 

hate them, just as it had hated Jesus?  

I wonder if Paul had shared with them how he, himself had already been left for dead 

after being stone by the people of Lystra or that he had been beaten and imprisoned in 

Philippi?  

I wonder if he had shared with them that multiple threats had already come upon him 

and those who traveled with him.  

I wonder if Jason was ready for the rising conflict of what it means to truly follow Jesus? 

There is no doubt that Paul’s ministry was having an impact on the people of the city 

of Thessalonica, as well as in other places. Apparently these Jews were aware of what 

had been happening in other cities as they traveled and proclaimed the Gospel 

message.  

Somehow they knew the impact as they proclaimed to the primarily Gentile crowd or 

mob that was there:  

These who have turned the world upside down have come here too. 

That’s an amazing statement. The fact that so few, who are totally sold out to Jesus, 

can have such an impact on their world.  
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I believe we would agree that they weren’t really turning the world upside down…, No, 

they were TURNING IT RIGHT SIDE UP!! 

We have to ask ourselves though, “When the last time was that the Church was 

charged with turning the world upside down?” 

How much of an impact are we having in the world today? 

How about in our nation? 

What about our community? 

Are we even having an impact on our families? 

Or are we afraid of the backlash and the consequences of truly following Jesus? 

 

It is very plain how far these Jews have gone to attack the Gospel message, even from 

what they believe. The venom of hatred has worked its way to the very core of their 

being. They were even going beyond their own belief system and warning these 

Gentiles –  

“These are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is 
another king--Jesus.” 

The fact is, these Jews should have been living their lives contrary to the decrees of 

Caesar. For the Jew, Caesar should have been recognized as a pagan, and the people 

who worshiped him, should have been seen as worshipping an idol. But now, it appears 

these Jews are siding with the pagan culture. Not too unlike the Jews in Jerusalem 

as they stood before Pilate and declared  

“We have no King but Caesar!”    

They had come to a total compromise with the world they lived in. They had bought 

into the system of convenience and left all that they knew behind.  

Paul tells us about the richness of the heritage of the Jew in Romans 9 
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4 
…to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

law, the service of God, and the promises; 
5 
of whom are the fathers and 

from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the 
eternally blessed God. 

And yet they left it all behind to try and be comfortable in this temporary world. They 

had compromised their faith for comfort and so they believed the lie that would lead 

them to destruction. 

Had they truly believed what they said they believed, the words of Paul as he shared 

with them on those three Sabbaths would have made sense and would have been 

accepted, but they were too focused on being a part of the world they were living in 

and they bought into the lie. 

The sad thing is, there are many today who on one hand declare themselves to be 

Christians, yet they find themselves siding on way of the world. Compromising to live in 

peace and comfort, believing the lie, and focusing on the things of this world. 

Knowing the reality of the attack which come to the Gospel and those who would live in 

its truth, the Apostle Paul would later write to the Church in Thessalonica 

2 Thess. 2 
15 

Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were 

taught, whether by word or our epistle. 

He even wrote to the Church in Philippi 

Philippians 4 
1 
Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand 

fast in the Lord, beloved. 

In his letter to the Church at Corinth he warned 

1 Cor. 16 
13 

Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. 

He prayed for the Church in Colossae 

Colossians 1 
10 

that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 

strengthened 
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with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and 

longsuffering with joy;  

The world will do everything that it can to cause you to surrender your faith… to believe 

the lie that a little compromise will not hurt… The enemy will do all within his power to 

make your life and testimony of no effect on the world… 

Listen to the words of the Apostle as he writes to the Church some years later. Look at 

the words of 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10  

 

 

10 
Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. 

When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 


