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God’s Sovereignty over Our Messes 
Introduction to 1 Kings 

How many of you here today have had messes in your life — how about messes of your 

own making..., messes that only God could repair..., and He did? 

Well, that’s what we will be looking at today with the Intro to 1 Kings. Actually we’re 

going to see it all through 1 and 2 Kings — we’re going to see how our God is 

sovereign, even over our messes.  

And aren’t you glad He is? 

 

The books you have in your Bibles titled 1st  and 2nd Kings were at one time, a single 

book – Kings. It was the historical record of the Kings of Israel from the time of the initial 

establishment of the United Kingdom of Israel under King David, through the time of the 

divided Kingdom with the 10 tribes of the north being Israel and the 2 tribes of the south 

being Judah; and on through the time of the fall of the Northern Kingdom to the Assyrian 

Empire, until the time of the fall of the Southern Kingdom to the Babylonian Empire.  

 1 As far as a time frame, we know that Samuel the prophet was the bridge between 

the times of the Judges and the times of the Kings. He lived from about 1100 BC until 

his death around 1011 BC – or around 89 years old. 

As we get into our study through 1 and 2 Kings we will first of all see the transition of 

David as King of Israel to his son Solomon as King of Israel. At the death of David there 

is a change of leadership in Israel, but it doesn’t come easily. The early chapters of the 

book of 1 Kings tell us the events surrounding the change of rule, but it also speaks of 

the great mess that was David’s family life. 

But even before we get into 1 Kings, there’s some information you need to know to help 

set the stage for the events of 1 Kings. This information comes primarily from the books 

of 1 and 2 Samuel.   

Years prior to the events of 1 and 2 Kings, Israel had determined that they wanted a 

king like all the pagan nations that surrounded them. Samuel was serving as the 
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prophet of the Lord for Israel and called for the people to simply trust and follow the 

ways and the laws of Jehovah. But Israel wouldn’t listen.  

Even though God had set them apart from every other nation to work His plan and will 

through them; to make His presence known to the other nations, Israel rebelled and 

continued to call for an earthly king.  They wanted to be like all the other nations. 

Too often we see that in the Church today also, wanting to look and act like the world 

instead of being set apart as God declares we should be. 

 2 So God allowed Samuel to anoint Saul as King over Israel around 1048 BC. Saul 

was a man who stood head and shoulders above everyone else. He was a man who 

was physically attractive and the people were drawn to him. At first it seemed as though 

he might be a good choice for King, but soon his ego and pride lead him away from 

obedience to the Lord and he began to act and live like every pagan king that 

surrounded him.  

Finally the Lord had the prophet Samuel speak against Saul in the midst of his 

disobedience. This was around 1028 BC, or about 20 years into his reign... 

1Samuel 15 
17 

So Samuel said, "When you were little in your own eyes, were you not 

head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you king over 

Israel? 
18 

Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, 'Go, and utterly 

destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are 

consumed.' 
19 

Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did 
you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the LORD?" 

 

22 
Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better 

than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. 
23 

For rebellion is as the sin 

of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you 

have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being 
king." 
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28 
So Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from 

you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 
29 

And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor relent. For He is not a man 
that He should relent." 

And with those words, the end of Saul’s reign was a sealed deal.   And the Lord led 

Samuel to find and anoint the next King of Israel: 3 David, the youngest son of Jesse. 

Look in chapter 16 of 1 Samuel 

1 Samuel 16 
1 
Now the LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing 

I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and 

go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself 
a king among his sons." 

12 
So (Jesse) sent and brought (David) in. Now he was ruddy, with bright 

eyes, and good-looking. And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is 

the one!" 
13 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst 

of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day 
forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 

This was about 1024 BC and the stage is now set for David to become the King of Israel 

once Saul dies, but David is still a fairly young man. So, for the next 15 years following 

David’s anointing, Saul is still alive and David plays a cat and mouse game with the 

King. David went from being a champion for Israel and slaying the giant Goliath to being 

on the run and hiding in caves as Saul sought to kill him.  

 4 At the end of 1 Samuel (around 1010 BC) Saul, his son Jonathan and his two other 

sons are killed during a major defeat by the Philistines against Israel. Saul had reigned 

over Israel for about 40 years. The book of 2 Samuel opens with the process of David 

becoming King – at least over his own family’s tribe in Judah. Then later over a 

combined and united Israel with all twelve tribes being a solidified Kingdom of Israel – 

this is now 1003 BC. 

2 Samuel speaks of David’s many victories, as well as David’s great fall with his sin of 

adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband Uriah the Hittite. The amazing 

thing is, that sin is one of the things that David is most well known for...  



4 
 

Wouldn’t you love it if the worst of your sins was the primary thing that people 

remember about you? 

I find it fascinating how God doesn’t spare us the reality of the weaknesses of the 

men who are called to serve Him. Nor does the Word of God hide the weakness and 

wickedness of man in general. 

Ah, but for the grace and mercy of God… 

It’s in 2 Samuel that we also find the tragic events of Amnon and Tamar, both children 

of David but by two different mothers. About 10 years into the reign of David as King, 

his oldest son Amnon tricks his half-sister Tamar and then rapes her. Then, once 

Tamar’s full brother Absalom (David’s third eldest son) hears about what happened, he 

plots and carries out the execution of Amnon in payment for what he had done to 

Tamar. 

After a self-imposed exile, Absalom returned to Israel and soon began to gather a 

following of the people for himself. He sets himself up as the judge and counselor of the 

people. 5   By 976 he has finally set in motion the plan to un-throne his own father as 

King of Israel. 

Once the plan was in motion David knew that his own life and reign were in danger and 

so he and many of his servants, advisors, and many of his army left Jerusalem, 

escaping the armies of Absalom. In or around 972 BC, in a battle of Absalom’s forces 

against the army of his father David, as Absalom was riding his mule, his long hair got 

caught in a low hanging branch of a tree. Once Joab, the commander of David’s army 

found him we read in 2 Samuel 18 that Joab… 

14 
…took three spears in his hand and thrust them through Absalom's heart, 

while he was still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree. 
15 

And ten young 

men who bore Joab's armor surrounded Absalom, and struck and killed him.  

The rest of 2 Samuel deals with David cleaning up the mess of the rebellion and setting 

the Kingdom back in order – this brings us to 1 Kings and the year 970 BC. 6 1 Kings 

begins with the ending of the life of David and the transition of the leadership of the 

nation. 
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In order to further understand all the drama, you need to see that the next in line to be 

King of Israel as far as birth order goes is David’s son, Adonijah.  

For years he has waited for the chance to become King in the place of his father. 

Although he wasn’t as bold about it as his older brother Absalom, Adonijah will soon 

begin his own plot to set himself up as King as it becomes apparent to everyone that 

David’s old age has taken its toll on him…, but he does this while his father is still alive.  

7  We will see that David then takes action to put Solomon (his son with Bathsheba) 

on the throne, just before he passes. 

Wll, the beginning of Solomon’s reign was great. Israel became more and more 

united. And because of the strength and campaigns of his father David, there was 

peace in the land.  

As Solomon once again united the nation, he has the opportunity to build the Great 

Temple that his father David had wanted to build. Then, on top of that Solomon has 

the opportunity to ask God for whatever he desired and fortunately he asked the 

Lord for wisdom and God granted him great wisdom — we’ll look at that more when 

we get there in 1 Kings. 

Everything seems to be going well for both Solomon and the Kingdom of Israel. But 

then early on there is this one small hint that speaks of coming disaster – 

1 Kings 3 
3 

And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father 
David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places . 

Solomon tried to live in two worlds. Although the testimony of his life was that he 

loved the Lord God, Jehovah..., the actions of his life had him also sacrificing and 

worshipping pagan idols.  

Once again, a great warning for all of us... 

In his position of power, with no accountability, it became an easy thing for 

Solomon to bring to himself an assortment of wives and concubines from all these 

foreign, pagan nations.  
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Ravi Zacharias brings out the fact that Saul had Samuel, and David had Nathan. But 

Solomon didn’t have anyone to hold him accountable for his sin. 

Accountability, we all need it. 

With all the wives of Solomon, along came their idols.  

We find later in 1 Kings 11 this sad declaration –  

1 Kings 11 
3 

And he (Solomon) had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 

hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 
4 

For it was so, 

when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; 

and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his 

father David. 
5 

For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the 

Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 
6 

Solomon 

did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as 
did his father David. 

Solomon walks completely away from the Lord God of Israel and enters fully into the 

worship of these pagan deities. He also builds many high places of pagan worship 

for others to join with him in this apostasy. 

1 Kings 11 
9 

So the LORD became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned 

from the LORD God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 
10 

and had 

commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other 

gods; but he did not keep what the LORD had commanded. 
11 

Therefore 

the LORD said to Solomon, "Because you have done this, and have not 

kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will 

surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 
12 

Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father 

David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 
13 

However I will not tear 

away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of 

my servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen."  

8  By the year 931 BC Solomon dies and chapters 12-13 speak of the 9  Kingdom 

being divided. Rehaboam, the son of Solomon retains the Southern Kingdom -Judah, 

while Jeraboam, takes lead of the rebellion and begins the Northern Kingdom - 

Israel.  
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From here until the end of 1 Kings we read of the events primarily of the Northern 

Kingdom’s apostasy. By chapter 17 the great prophet Elijah is on the scene calling 

for repentance to the Northern Kingdom and the then King Ahab. The balance of the 

book deals primarily with the interaction of the Northern Kingdom’s wicked King 

Ahab, his wife Jezebel and the Prophet Elijah.  

After the division of the kingdoms, the Northern Kingdom of Israel lasted slightly 10  

more than 200 years, falling to the Assyrians in 722 BC. Through those 200 plus 

years they had 19 different kings, all of whom were wicked. The southern kingdom of 

Judah had the same number of kings, but 8 of them were good. 11  Judah lasted 

almost 150 years longer, having a couple of times of revival and spiritual awakening.  

Toward the end of Judah’s monarchy came two of its best kings: Hezekiah (2 Kings 

18:1–20:21) and Josiah (2 Kings 22:1–23:30). Yet the people still rebelled against 

the Lord, and Judah, like Israel, eventually went into exile as punishment for its sin. 

Because of the great wickedness during the bad years, they finally fell to the 

Babylonians in 586 BC.  

But hope remained, God’s promise to David remained and the chosen royal line 

hadn’t come to a complete end (2 Kings 25:27–30), and God remained ready to 

forgive those who repented. 

12  All of the events of the rise, the division, and the final fall of Israel and Judah 

are a sad commentary on the heart of man. But it is also a glorious testimony of the 

amazing grace of God and His plan of redemption. God had a plan for Israel as a 

nation and as a people. And although the sinfulness of man took that plan on many 

detours, the sovereignty of God worked through those detours and brought to fruition 

His perfect plan,  

1 Kings 2 
45 

"But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be 

established before the LORD forever." 

Isaiah 9 
7 
Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon 
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the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with 

judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will perform this. 

The completion of that promise is found in Jesus Christ. And His throne is an eternal, 

everlasting throne. His blood line comes through the line of David by way of two sons, 

both of them born to David and (of all people) Bathsheba. One of the blood lines goes 

through Solomon, the lineage we find in the book of Matthew, the lineage leading to 

Joseph. And although we know that Joseph wasn’t His natural father, he is listed for the 

legal reference as being in David’s lineage. The other is Solomon’s full brother, Nathan. 

He is found in the lineage given in Luke which leads to Mary.  

And so we see, over and over again how even through the failings of man, God 

continues to work His plans and purposes out. 

 

 

 

In your life right now, there may be past actions or current issues you’re going through. 

You may wonder how and where the Lord can still use you for His Kingdom’s purposes. 

But as I look through and study the Word of God, both Old Testament and New, I find 

that our God is a god who works through the imperfections and the weakness of man to 

bring about His glory.  

That doesn’t mean that we won’t suffer the consequences of our sin. But what it does 

mean, is that if we are truly repentant from our sin; if we honestly desire to serve and be 

used by Him for His glory; if we surrender our lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 

accepting the payment of our sin through His death on the cross; the Lord God can and 

will forgive us of our sin, take all of our messes and through His sovereign plan turn 

them around and bring about His glory in His timing. 

If the books of 1 and 2 Kings show us anything, it shows us that our God is relentless in 

fulfilling and completing His plans and purposes.  
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And even if you are the King of a nation, or the Prophet called to proclaim His message,  

You’re not big enough,  

You’re not powerful enough and  

You’re not even close to being important enough  

to thwart the plans and purposes of Almighty God. We can trust Him as we surrender 

our lives into His hand and receive the fullness of His love and forgiveness. 


