
IF MY PEOPLE 
1 Kings 8-9 (2 Chronicles 7) 

 
Beloved, I think that our Lord Jesus wants us to move forward. To have a heart and a 

vision for what He desires to do within our lives both now and in the future. I know that 

some of you think that you are trapped in a perpetual “Ground Hog Day” scenario and 

you’re wondering when it will end. But instead of focusing in on the struggle of the here 

and now, we need to be a people that are focused in on  

 Lord, what will You do through this time in our lives?  

 What are You teaching us in this time of stress?  

 In the midst of this Lord, what have You already prepared for Your Church and 

Your Kingdom’s work once all of this is lifted? 

If you will remember, prior to Resurrection Sunday and prior to COVID-19 we were 

working our way through the books of 1 and 2 Kings. It was back on March 15th that I 

shared a message out of 1 Kings 8 dealing with Solomon’s dedication of the Temple 

and the Power of God’s Name and the Name of Jesus. 

That seems like ages ago... I understand that, believe me, I had to go back and check it 

all out myself. It is amazing all that has taken place since that time:  

 The limitations of large group meetings due to the Corona Virus and no longer 

being able to gather together as a Church Family.  

 The need to “shelter in place” and so many of your work situations, school and 

family situations becoming different than they’ve ever been. 

 For us as a Church, we’ve accepted the need to do everything online, even 

preaching in an empty auditorium.  

 The ZOOM meetings and ZOOM home group studies. 

Then, in the middle of all this we officially introduced Pastor Pat Sieler and his family, 

extending the call and his acceptance of the call to become the next Senior Pastor here 

at CCCG. 

So much has happened and yet it’s only been a month and a week or so.  



Well, this morning I would like for us to jump back into 1 Kings as we continue our 

journey through this time frame in the life of Israel that was so powerful. Let’s look this 

morning, as we seek the truth the Lord would speak to us. It’s here in these passages 

where I believe we’ll find great application. 

PRAY 

As we looked last time, in 1 Kings 8 Solomon prayed a powerful prayer at the dedication 

of the Temple. Now, beginning in chapter 8, verse 54 we find that following his prayer, 

Solomon raises up and blesses the people of Israel... 

1 Kings 8 
54 

Now as Solomon finished offering all this prayer and plea to the LORD, he 

arose from before the altar of the LORD, where he had knelt with hands 

outstretched toward heaven. 
55 

And he stood and blessed all the assembly of 

Israel with a loud voice, saying, 
56 

“Blessed be the LORD who has given rest 

to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not one word has 

failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant. 
57 

The 

LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us or 

forsake us, 
58 

that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways 

and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he 

commanded our fathers. 
59 

Let these words of mine, with which I have 

pleaded before the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day and night, and 

may he maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel, 

as each day requires, 
60 

that all the peoples of the earth may know that the 

LORD is God; there is no other. 
61 

Let your heart therefore be wholly true to 

the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his 

commandments, as at this day.” 

This was a powerful prayer and a great challenge to the people of Israel. 

“Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the LORD our God, walking in his 

statutes and keeping his commandments, as at this day.” 

I mean, let’s face it..., Israel’s track record thus far of being wholly true to the 

LORD..., walking in his statutes and keeping his commandments, hasn’t been very 

stellar.  



It had been a good run since King David, but in the long run there had been many... 

shall we say “issues” with their national and individual obedience to the commands of 

God. And now we have Solomon as the King... and in its self is a matter we will look 

at during a future study.  

The balance of the chapter speaks of Solomon dedicating the Temple and blessing the 

people. All of the people of Israel sacrificed to the Lord and Solomon, himself offered 

22,000 bulls and 120,000 sheep. What we have here is this huge corporate worship 

festival and bar-b-que. This was quiet the feast day... or as I should say, Feast Weeks. 

It was two weeks long, 14 days. The first week was the Feast of the Dedication and the 

second was the normal Feast of Tabernacles.  

Because it was during these Feast Days, all of the animals sacrificed were able to be 

eaten by the people – the people of all of Israel; all the way from Lebo Hamath on the 

northernmost border of the Kingdom (which was at that time up by the River Euphrates) 

and all the way down to the area just north of Egypt. No doubt millions of Israelis joined 

in on the celebration.  

But this is the version found in 1 Kings... 

A real quick side note for you: What you need to understand is that 1 and 2 Kings is a 

description of the events in the life of the Kings of Israel through what we might call 

“secular eyeglasses”. 

Whereas, the books of 1 and 2 Chronicles are a report of most of the same events in 

the life of Israel, but from more of a “spiritual viewpoint”. So, when you are talking 

about a secular mindset verses a spiritual mindset, you could pretty well assume the 

very same event is going to look quite a bit different.  

In 1 Kings 8 the writer tells us that following the dedication and the blessing we read,  

62 
Then the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the LORD. 

63 
Solomon offered as peace offerings to the LORD 22,000 oxen and 120,000 

sheep. So, the king and all the people of Israel dedicated the house of the 

LORD. 
64 

The same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was 



before the house of the LORD, for there he offered the burnt offering and the 

grain offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings, because the bronze 

altar that was before the LORD was too small to receive the burnt offering and 

the grain offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings.  

And that’s pretty much it as far as 1 Kings is concerned, But I would like you to look at 2 

Chronicles, chapter 7, beginning at verse 1 

As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and 

consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD 

filled the temple. 
2 
And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, 

because the glory of the LORD filled the LORD’s house.  

Now this is actually the second time we’ve seen a similar event. Earlier that same day, 

during the dedication service, just back in chapter 5 of 2 Chronicles we read where  

13 
the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 

14 
so that the priests could 

not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled 

the house of God. 

And now here, not just the Cloud of His presence, but... 

fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the 

sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 
2 
And the priests 

could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled 

the LORD’s house. 
3 
When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the 

LORD on the temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the 

pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “For he is 

good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” 

Now THAT sounds like a powerful thing. I think that every pastor of every church that 

has ever had a dedication service of their building has dreamed of that happening: the 

priests not able to enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD 

filled the LORD’s house. 

Truly a powerful time. But I want us to continue to press on this morning; on past the 

days of Dedication and the Feast of Tabernacles. There is plenty that could be said of 



the Feast of Tabernacles, but let’s save that for a future date and for right now, let’s 

move forward by going back to 1 Kings 9.  

Back in 1 Kings 9 we find that the Lord God now appears to Solomon a second time. If 

you remember the first time was when Solomon asked for wisdom and God blessed him 

with great wisdom, as well as riches and great power. This is now the second time of 

God appearing to Solomon in person. We don’t know how long after the dedication, but 

most scholars agree it was only a short time after: 

Chapter 9 
1 
As soon as Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the 

king’s house and all that Solomon desired to build, 
2 
the LORD appeared to 

Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 
3 
And the 

LORD said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have 

made before me. I have consecrated this house that you have built, by 

putting my name there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all 

time. 
4 
And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father 

walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I 

have commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, 
5 
then I will 

establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your 

father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 

This is one of God’s conditional promises where He says, “I will if you will”. God told 

Solomon, “I will...” but now comes the conditional portion...  
6 
But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not 

keep my commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go 

and serve other gods and worship them, 
7 
then I will cut off Israel from the 

land that I have given them, and the house that I have consecrated for my 

name I will cast out of my sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a 

byword among all peoples. 
8 
And this house will become a heap of ruins. 

Everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, 

‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ 
9 
Then they 

will say, ‘Because they abandoned the LORD their God who brought their 

fathers out of the land of Egypt and laid hold on other gods and worshiped 

them and served them. Therefore, the LORD has brought all this disaster on 

them.’”  



Here in 1 Kings, the writer focuses on the king’s responsibility to remain faithful to the 

Lord God of Israel, otherwise great destruction will come upon the nation and the 

Temple itself. 

Church I personally read this, and my mind cannot help but go to the blessings of God 

on our nation. All that the Lord has done in our midst through the years, decades and 

even now, the millennia. The blessings of God’s protection and provision, allowing us as 

a nation to remain strong and united through every attack and battle that has ever gone 

before us. And now we see the evidence of His hand moving – moving away from us as 

a nation.  

And basically, how could be blame Him if He removed His hand entirely. 

We find in Israel’s history that they were unfaithful to their call and dedication to the Lord 

God. And we see in our own country this same turning of the back from God’s 

ordinances, His Word and His heart. 

God allowed Israel to be destroyed. Do we think that God wouldn’t allow the United 

States to meet the same fate? 

I feel this whole pandemic is rehearsal of what could and very well might be..., if we 

continue to turn our backs to God, rather than turning back to Him, and crying out to 

Him with sincere repentance. 

When we look at the same account in 2 Chronicles, it makes it very clear that the 

responsibility wasn’t just to the King, but also on the people themselves. 

2 Chronicles 7:11-22 
12 

Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night and said to him: “I have 

heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of 

sacrifice.  
13 

When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to 

devour the land, or send pestilence among My people...,  

14 
if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, 

and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
 



Yes, I think it is time for we as a people, we as a nation, but more importantly we as a 

Church come together and ask for the Lord’s forgiveness: personally, and corporately. 

This next Thursday is the National Day of Prayer. There is no better time than right now 

for us to gather together with the Body of Believers in our community and our nation to 

pray for God’s mercy and forgiveness.  

This Thursday, while staying in our vehicles, we will be joining with Seeds of Hope and 

other area Churches at the Promenade Mall at 5:45 in the afternoon. You will receive 

instructions for a City drive-through prayer time, returning back to the Promenade.  

We will come to seek the Lord’s forgiveness, protection, covering, and blessing for we 

as a people, as a Church, as a community, State and Nation. Praying even for the 

world, a lost and dying world that needs to know the forgiveness of Christ and the hope 

of the Gospel.  

We look at the times we live in, the very signs of the times; we hear the voices of those 

who study prophecy and how much of what we see falls into play prophetically; we read 

of God’s correction on His people and His warnings throughout His Word.  

And if we are truly looking and listening, we can’t help but sing, “Soon and very soon, 

we are going to see the King.” 

 

Let’s take the time now to focus on receiving Communion, wherever you might 

be... 

 


