
Power in the Name 

1 Kings 5 and 8  
 
You've probably heard all the information available on the COVID-19 Pandemic. Every 

news agency and every form of Social Media is speaking about it and giving warnings. 

Much of the information you are hearing is true, but much is blown out of proportion... 

on both ends of the scale. 

 

Primarily, if you treat this as we did the H1N1 flu virus of 2009-2010 we will all have a 

better chance of surviving this thing without getting sick.  

Wash your hands... often.  

If you have a compromised immune system, stay at home. 

If you are coughing, stay at home.  

If you have a fever, stay at home.  

If you have a runny nose, stay at home 

For the time being, let's use wisdom and not shake hands or embrace with anyone other 

than our family members.  

For the time being, we are suspending the Fellowship time in between services in the 

Cuppa' Blessing. 

We will advise you as soon as possible about any other changes. 

If you stay at home and desire to continue your support of the ministry, you can give 

online through the Church's App or on the Church's secure website donation link found 

at www.calvarycg.org/donate. With many banks you are able to set-up a continuing 

donation through their free bill pay process or you may simply mail a check to the 

Church.  

 

http://www.calvarycg.org/donate


As far as the panic and fear, let me share with you some words that were written about 

75 years ago as the public faced another life threaten fear. This writing comes from an 

earlier age, but I believe the idea is the same. Simply replace “the atomic bomb” with 

Covid-19 or the Corona Virus.  

“In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. “How are we to 

live in an atomic age?” I am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would have lived in 

the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost every year, or as 

you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia might land 

and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in an age of 

cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of 

railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.” 

“In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation. 

Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already 

sentenced to death before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high 

percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant ways. We had, indeed, one 

very great advantage over our ancestors—anesthetics; but we have that still. It is 

perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the 

scientists have added one more chance of painful and premature death to a 

world which already bristled with such chances and in which death itself was not 

a chance at all, but a certainty. 

“This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be taken is to pull 

ourselves together. If we are all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let 

that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible and human things—praying, 

working, teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing 

tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts—not huddled 

together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. They may break our 

bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need not dominate our minds.” 

— C. S. Lewis, “On Living in an Atomic Age” (1948) in Present Concerns: 

Journalistic Essays 

What timely words from three quarters of a century ago. In the midst of all that is a 

reality, we need to continue to be doing sensible and human things. And on top of it all, 

putting our faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore,  

https://www.amazon.com/Present-Concerns-Journalistic-C-Lewis/dp/0062643592/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Present-Concerns-Journalistic-C-Lewis/dp/0062643592/?tag=thegospcoal-20


“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7  

Let’s pray 

As we continue on in our study in 1 Kings, Solomon is now securely seated as the King 

of Israel and the surrounding nations are submitted to his authority and power. For all of 

the kingdom, peace was now the order of the day  

1 Kings 4:25  

And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, each man under his vine and his fig tree, 
from Dan as far as Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 

With the kingdom at peace, it was time for Solomon to fulfill the wishes of his father, 

David, and begin to build a “house for the name of the Lord.” 

As we get into chapter 5, we find that Hiram, the King of Tyre sends his greetings to 

Solomon. 

1 Kings 5 
1 
Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, because he heard 

that they had anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram had always 
loved David. 

Hiram 

During the 11th century BC, the city of Tyre was a very important commercial and trade 

city. Located just north of the border of modern day Israel, in what is now Lebanon. The 

harbors of Tyre were continually in use and much of the region depended upon them.  

The people of Tyre were known for their craftsmanship. A vast proportion of their 

population were a highly skilled labor force. They, along with their neighbors to the 

north, the people of Sidon, enjoyed a great reputation for being experts as masons and  

engineers, as well as in metal works, wood working and especially in shipbuilding. 

Hiram was the King of Tyre during the reign of both David and Solomon. During the time 

of David a great friendship was formed between King David of Israel and King Hiram of 

Tyre. As a matter of fact, Hiram and his craftsmen supplied the material and a portion of 

the skilled labor necessary for building David’s home and palace.  



Now as David has passed away, Hiram sent his greetings to Solomon. Solomon, 

recognizing the great talent available from the craftsmen of Tyre made a request to his 

father’s dear friend.  

2 
Then Solomon sent to Hiram, saying: 

3 
You know how my father David 

could not build a house for the name of the LORD his God because of the 

wars which were fought against him on every side, until the LORD put his 

foes under the soles of his feet. 

4 
But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side; there is 

neither adversary nor evil occurrence. 
5 
And behold, I propose to build a 

house for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD spoke to my father 

David, saying, "Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, he 
shall build the house for My name." 

6 
Now therefore, command that they cut down cedars for me from Lebanon; 

and my servants will be with your servants, and I will pay you wages for 

your servants according to whatever you say. For you know there is none 
among us who has skill to cut timber like the Sidonians. 

7 
So it was, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced 

greatly and said, blessed be the LORD this day, for He has given David a 

wise son over this great people! 
8 

Then Hiram sent to Solomon, saying: 

“I have considered the message which you sent me, and I will do all you 

desire concerning the cedar and cypress logs. 
9 

My servants shall bring 

them down from Lebanon to the sea; I will float them in rafts by sea to 

the place you indicate to me, and will have them broken apart there; then 

you can take them away. And you shall fulfill my desire by giving food for 
my household.” 

So, the arrangement had been made. Hiram will supply lumber and laborers, as 

Solomon supplies wages and food.  

But of course the lumber from Lebanon wasn’t all that Solomon would need for the 

Temple. When we look over at the book of 1 Chronicles, we find that while David was 

living, he already began to stockpile the materials needed to build the Temple. 

In 1 Chronicles 22:14-16 we read where David tells Solomon of the great stockpile 

available –  



1 Chron. 22 
14 

"Indeed I have taken much trouble to prepare for the house of the LORD 

3,750 tons of gold and 37,500 tons of silver, and bronze and iron beyond 

measure, for it is so abundant. I have prepared timber and stone also, and 

you may add to them. 
15 

Moreover there are workmen with you in 

abundance: woodsmen and stonecutters, and all types of skillful men for 

every kind of work. 
16 

Of gold and silver and bronze and iron there is no 
limit. Arise and begin working, and the LORD be with you." 

Through other scripture passages we find final totals of: 4,050 tons of gold and over 

38,000 tons of silver, not to speak of thousands of tons of bronze and iron, as well as 

precious stones. It was a great beginning for a great project.1 With that amount of 

resources, the Temple would become one of the most lavish and beautiful wonders of 

the ancient world. 

To all that David had already set aside, Hiram now will add his portion 

10 
Then Hiram gave Solomon cedar and cypress logs according to all his 

desire. 
11 

And Solomon gave Hiram 125,000 bushels of wheat as food for his 

household, and 115,000 gallons of pressed oil. Thus Solomon gave to Hiram 

year by year. 
12 

So the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as He had promised 

him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them 
made a treaty together. 

13 
Then King Solomon raised up a labor force out of all Israel; and the labor 

force was thirty thousand men. 
14 

And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand 

a month in shifts: they were one month in Lebanon and two months at home; 
Adoniram was in charge of the labor force. 

15 
Solomon had 70,000 who carried burdens, and 80,000 who quarried stone 

in the mountains, 
16 

besides 3,300 from the chiefs of Solomon's deputies, who 

supervised the people who labored in the work. 

17 
And the king commanded them to quarry large stones, costly stones, and 

hewn stones, to lay the foundation of the temple. 
18 

So Solomon's builders, 

Hiram's builders, and the Gebalites quarried them; and they prepared 
timber and stones to build the temple. 

                                            
1
 Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Responsible, “Be” Commentary Series (Colorado Springs, CO: Victor, 2002), 38. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/be-resp?ref=Bible.1Ki5.1-12&off=512&ctx=(1+Chron.+29%3a1%E2%80%9310).+~The+final+totals+wer


Many of the labor force mentioned here were actually non-Israelites living in the land. 

However, a great portion of the labor force also came for a conscription set by King 

Solomon on the men of Israel themselves.  

Now when we move into chapters 6-7 we’ll see a lot of detail about the layout of the 

Temple, the size of it, the various rooms, the covering of gold everywhere. We’re going 

to read about the furnishings and the instruments used for the sacrifice and worship. All 

of this we will see in chapters 6-7.  

But before we go there I want to touch on a point that became very clear in the narrative 

with Hiram as well as in the words of Solomon during the prayer dedication found in 

chapter 8. 

But first, look with me at words of Solomon back in 5:3 again –  

3 
You know how my father David could not build a house for the name 

of the LORD his God because of the wars which were fought against 

him on every side, until the LORD put his foes under the soles of his 
feet. 

Did you catch that phrase? “…a house for the name of the LORD his God…”  

Solomon (and his father David) knew that what they were building wasn’t going to be 

able to house their God. What they were building was a Temple dedicated to His great 

name. 

All the pagan temples were places where their gods dwelt. But that was never the 

intended case for Solomon’s Temple. When you look at the other references, you see 

the pattern fully developed and you begin to see the depth of understanding Solomon 

had for the greatness of Jehovah. 

Look at the following verses, 4-5 

5 
And behold, I propose to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, 

as the LORD spoke to my father David, saying, "Your son, whom I will set 
on your throne in your place, he shall build the house for My name." 



Stick with me now, but let’s skip past chapters 6-7 for right now. We’ll come back for 

them later, but for now let’s continue on in this track of the Temple being for the Name 

of Jehovah.  

In chapter 8 of 1 Kings the Temple is completed and it is time for the dedication. Here 

we’ll see the statement repeated at least 13 times. It begins with Solomon repeating the 

words of the Lord… then Solomon speaks… 

1 Kings 8 
16 

'Since the day that I brought My people Israel out of Egypt, I have chosen 

no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, that My name 

might be there; but I chose David to be over My people Israel.'  

17
Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a temple for the name 

of the LORD God of Israel. 
18

But the LORD said to my father David, 

'Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple for My name, you did well 

that it was in your heart. 
19

Nevertheless you shall not build the temple, but 

your son who will come from your body, he shall build the temple for My 

name.' 

20 
"So the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke; and I have filled the 

position of my father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD 

promised; and I have built a temple for the name of the LORD God of 

Israel. 

Then, Solomon begins his prayer of dedication and in the process of his prayer, 

beginning in verse 22-23,  

22 
Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all 

the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven; 
23 

and he 

said: "LORD God of Israel, there is no God in heaven above or on earth 

below like You, 

And as he goes on, Solomon nails it… 

27 
"But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven 

of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have 

built! 

28 
"Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O LORD my 

God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying 

before You today: 
29 

that Your eyes may be open toward this temple night 



and day, toward the place of which You said, 'My name shall be there,' 
that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward this place. 

30 
"And may You hear the supplication of Your servant and of Your people 

Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling 

place; and when You hear, forgive. 

33 
"When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have 

sinned against You, and when they turn back to You and confess Your 

name, and pray and make supplication to You in this temple, 
34 

then hear in 

heaven, and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the 
land which You gave to their fathers. 

35 
"When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have 

sinned against You, when they pray toward this place and confess Your 

name, and turn from their sin because You afflict them,
 36

 then hear in 

heaven, and forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel, that You 

may teach them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on 

Your land which You have given to Your people as an inheritance. 
37 

"When 

there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or 

grasshoppers; when their enemy besieges them in the land of their cities; 
whatever plague or whatever sickness there is; 

38 
"whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by anyone, or by all 

Your people Israel, when each one knows the plague of his own heart, and 

spreads out his hands toward this temple: 
39 

then hear in heaven Your 

dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give to everyone according to all 

his ways, whose heart You know (for You alone know the hearts of all the 

sons of men), 
40 

that they may fear You all the days that they live in the land 

which You gave to our fathers. 

 

Church, did you hear that? Does that not speak of our situation today?  

“…whatever plague or whatever sickness there is… when each one knows 

the plague of his own heart, and spreads out his hands toward this temple: 
39 

then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give 
to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You know. 

But this promise isn’t for the Jew only…  

41 
"Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but 

has come from a far country for Your name's sake 
42 

(for they will hear of 

Your great name and Your strong hand and Your outstretched arm), when 



he comes and prays toward this temple, 
43 

hear in heaven Your dwelling 

place, and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to You, that all 

peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as do Your people 

Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is called 

by Your name. 

44 
"When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, wherever You 

send them, and when they pray to the LORD toward the city which You have 

chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name, 
45 

then hear in 

heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause. 
47 

yet 

when they come to themselves saying, 'We have sinned and done wrong, we 

have committed wickedness'; 
48 

and when they return to You with all their 

heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies who led them away 

captive, and pray to You toward their land which You gave to their fathers, 

the city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your 

name: 
49 

then hear in heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their 
supplication, and maintain their cause, 

What a powerful message we see here in these few chapters. The power and the 

authority of the Name of our God. No wonder the Jews revered the Name so greatly, 

they wouldn’t even speak it. 

Just as Solomon would write in the book of Proverbs 

Proverbs 18:10 
The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe. 

But even more than the splendor of His name, I want you to catch the fact that our God 

cannot be contained in a building. He abides in the heavens, but His presence is 

everywhere. 

You might be listening to this service online… the very presence of God is there with 

you now. 

Perhaps you’re listening on the radio… God is surrounding you with His love, grace, 

and mercy even now. Are you in fear, call upon the name of the Lord. 

We are living in some troubled times for sure. But do not fear, God’s presence is always 

with you, cry out to Him.  

Are you yourself in the valley of the shadow of death? He has promised to be with you. 



Going through fiery trials? He’s the fourth man in the fiery furnace with you. The One 

who is the Son of God is with you. 

Experiencing the troubled storms of this life? Jesus calms the storms or He will calm 

your heart in the midst of the storms.  

And don’t forget, He cannot be contained… no thing, no power nor authority can come 

against Him. The Word of God clearly tells us, 

Philippians 2 
9 
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name 

which is above every name, 
10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
11 

and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. 
 

WORSHIP TEAM 

He knows all about the COVID-19 pandemic. He knows your weaknesses and your 

fears. That’s why His Word says to us, cast all your cares upon Him… because He 

cares for you.  

There may come a time in the very near future, when we’ll have to close the doors for a 

few days. If we enter into a time of great persecution, we may have to close the doors 

permanently. But beloved, remember if the doors are closed, we are neither locking 

God out, nor containing Him only to this place. He will and does continue to work His 

will and plan and purpose. 

Over the last few days, I have heard and seen Psalm 91 being used as a word of 

encouragement and blessing. I would like to leave you with that this morning. 

Psalm 91 
1 
He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty. 
2 
I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my 

fortress; My God, in Him I will trust." 

3 
Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the 

perilous pestilence. 
4 
He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His 

wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. 



5 
You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by 

day, 
6 
Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, Nor of the destruction 

that lays waste at noonday. 

7 
A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but 

it shall not come near you. 
8 
Only with your eyes shall you look, and see the 

reward of the wicked. 

9 
Because you have made the LORD, who is my refuge, even the Most High, 

your dwelling place, 
10 

no evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come 

near your dwelling; 
11 

For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep 

you in all your ways. 
12 

In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash 

your foot against a stone. 
13 

You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the 
young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot. 

14 
"Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will 

set him on high, because he has known My name. 
15 

He shall call upon Me, 

and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and 
honor him. 

16 
With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My salvation." 

 

Yes, He knows our weaknesses and our fears. BUT? 

Do you know His salvation? 

Do you know His peace? 

                

 

 

 

 


