
The Sin of Self-Sufficiency 
1 Kings 3:16 - 4:34 

 

Jesus said, “Fear not for I am with you...” 

 

Do you realize that being “self-sufficient” could be a sin? 

No, I’m not talking about the 35 year old that’s still living in the parents spare bedroom. 

I’m talking about doing and living your life apart from God. Moving and acting as if there 

is no God or that He has no say in your life.  

When a heart is not surrendered to Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior,  

 They are rejecting the truth of the Word of God;  

 They are shutting out the convicting power of the Holy Spirit of God;  

 They are denying the saving power of the Son of God;  

 And thus they are refusing to honor the plans, purposes, and person of God in 

their life.  

And when we do that, it is sin.  

Last week we looked at 1 Kings 3:1-15. Here we found that even at a young age, 

Solomon was already a double-minded man as we read in verse 3 

1 Kings 3 
3 
And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, 

except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. 

He loved the LORD, except he still sacrificed and burned incense in the places of 

pagan worship. 

We spoke about how easy it is even for us to have this same type of mentality: to say 

on one hand that we love the Lord, yet continue to make choices and live our lives just 

like the world does.  

And when w do that, let’s not be deceived here, that is sin! 



And as I said last week, this is going to be the ultimate downfall of Solomon and it will 

set-up the division of the United Kingdom of Israel.  

As we moved on in the chapter we saw were  

5 
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 

said, "Ask! What shall I give you?" 

And in a move of great wisdom, Solomon asked for an understanding heart to judge 

God’s people, that he may discern between good and evil. 

This was a great response. It was the right response. This was a good time in 

Solomon’s life and he was thinking straight, more concerned about pleasing the Lord 

than fulfilling his own desires.  

11 
Then God said to him: "Because you have asked this thing, and have not 

asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have 

asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 

discern justice, 
12 

behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have 

given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone 

like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 
13 

And I have also 

given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there 
shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 

And we saw how God speaks of all of these things in the past tense. In the mind of 

God, they are already complete… they are already done. Even though God knows all 

of Solomon’s future failures, He still blesses him and equips him to be the wisest man 

on earth and King of Israel. 

How great it is to trust a God who transcends time and space. As He abides in the 

realms of eternity, our tomorrows are already completed, our future is fully known 

to Him. He has already seen the victories and the failures of our tomorrows. Yet He still 

calls us to Himself. 

And with that comes the perplexity which has troubled theologians through the 

centuries: Since God knows our failures past, present, and future why would He even 

bother with us? 



In the weakness of his own life, Solomon’s father King David understood. Through his 

experiences with life and in his deep relationship with Almighty God, David could 

write as he did in Psalm 103 

13 
As a father pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear Him. 

14 

For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. 

Paul the great Apostle, whose writings gave us the greatest portion of our Christian 

doctrines came to understand the depth of God’s grace, even in his own weaknesses 

Romans 5 
8 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 
Much more then, having now been justified by 

His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
10 

For if when we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  

God, the Omnipotent (or all knowing) One in His great wisdom and great love, not only 

provided for Solomon to become King over all of Israel, but even in the Kings personal 

weaknesses, God granted to him the ability to rule the Kingdom of Israel with great 

wisdom.  

As a matter of fact, in 1 Kings 4, beginning in verse 29 we read of the greatness of his 

wisdom –  

29 
And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and 

largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore. 
30 

Thus Solomon's wisdom 

excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt. 
31 

For he was wiser than all men-than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, 

Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the 

surrounding nations. 
32 

He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs 

were one thousand and five. 
33 

Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of 

Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of 

animals, of birds, of creeping things, and of fish. 
34 

And men of all nations, 

from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon. 

We need to understand, we all need to fully see here, this was a work of God’s 

amazing grace – giving Solomon something he, totally did not deserve. But it was also 

a work of God’s abounding mercy – by not destroying Solomon early on in his reign 



over Israel. Grace and Mercy working together to complete the plans and purposes of 

God in the life of Solomon and in the life of the people of Israel. 

But, we’ll get back to this later, for right now let’s backup into chapter 3 as the writer of 1 

Kings gives us a very practical example of Solomon’s wisdom. 1 Kings 3:16-28 

16 
Now two women who were (business women) harlots (prostitutes) came to 

the king, and stood before him. 
17 

And one woman said, "O my lord, this 

woman and I dwell in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the 

house. 
18 

Then it happened, the third day after I had given birth, that this 

woman also gave birth. And we were together; no one was with us in the 

house, except the two of us in the house. 
19

"And this woman's son died in the 

night, because she lay on him. 
20 

So she arose in the middle of the night and 

took my son from my side, while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her 

bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. 
21 

And when I rose in the 

morning to nurse my son, there he was, dead. But when I had examined him 
in the morning, indeed, he was not my son whom I had borne." 

So the case is set before Solomon. They had both become pregnant around the same 

time and both gave birth to baby boys. Because of the nature of the women, the father 

or fathers of the boys were nowhere around. She explained very clearly: we were 

together; no one was with us in the house, except the two of us in the house. But 

then the unthinkable happens, one of the women roles over on her baby in the middle of 

the night and suffocates the child. When she realized what she had done, there was no 

great wailing… there was no great distress with this woman. She simply and quietly 

picked up her dead child and switched him with the living child, all while the other 

woman was still asleep. Then in the morning claimed that the living child was hers and 

that the other woman’s child was the dead one. 

These babies were possibly only a few days old, but during that time frame these 

mothers had nursed, nurtured and cared for their own sons, admiring their little hands 

and feet, the coloring of their hair and the softness of their skin. I believe these women 

already had a very close bond and recognition of which child was which. And one of the 

women was trying to get away with stealing the other woman’s child, but she had been 

caught.   



22 
Then the other woman said, "No! But the living one is my son, and the 

dead one is your son." And the first woman said, "No! But the dead one is 

your son, and the living one is my son." Thus they spoke before the king 
(NLV: and so they argued back and forth before the king 

1
). 

There was no DNA test available, they couldn’t even do a blood type test. This was a 

difficult situation. 

It was time for the King to respond – 
23 

And the king said, "The one says, 'This is my son, who lives, and your son 

is the dead one'; and the other says, 'No! But your son is the dead one, and 

my son is the living one.'" 
24 

Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So they 

brought a sword before the king. 
25 

And the king said, "Divide the living 
child in two, and give half to one, and half to the other." 

I don’t care who you are, that’s a pretty harsh response to the situation. If you’re the real 

momma, you are really wishing they had already invented the DNA test. But it wasn’t 

available, so Solomon had to do something.  

And, in his wisdom Solomon understood that maternal love would win out –  

26 
Then the woman whose son was living spoke to the king, for she yearned 

with compassion for her son; and she said, "O my lord, give her the living 

child, and by no means kill him!" But the other said, "Let him be neither 
mine nor yours, but divide him." 

27 
So the king answered and said, "Give the first woman the living child, and 

by no means kill him; she is his mother." 

It never ceases to amaze me how God can and will use the simplest of ways to 

accomplish and display the truth. Man may go to great strides in trying to make his lie a 

truth, but God continues to reveal the foolishness of the fool.  

I’ve wondered through the years about the embarrassment the woman must have felt 

who tried to steal the child. But then I read or watch news reports of parents who have 

abandoned, abused, or even murdered their own children and yet they have no shame, 

and no regret… other than the fact that they were caught.  
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There is no doubt, the absolute corruptness of man’s soul becomes evident in the 

light of truth. Particularly in the light of God’s truth. 

Well, once the news got out about the situation and Solomon’s decision on how to solve 

it, the people were amazed – 

28 
And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had rendered; and 

they feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to 
administer justice. 

This same wisdom is shown as Solomon begins to lay out his kingdom and put people 

in place to watch over and care for things. Chapter 4 shares with us a rough outline of 

that process. The first portion of this is a listing of a lot of names – they are listed here 

along with the names of the places or territories they ruled over throughout the Kingdom 

of Israel.  

But, the main thing I want you to see here is not a geography lesson or even a lesson 

on civics and government. What we need to see here is that the Lord gave Solomon 

wisdom to understand that he himself, even in all of his wisdom couldn’t keep watch and 

care for the kingdom as a whole. He needed to appoint others to the task of being his 

representatives throughout the land. 

Verses 1-6 speak of those who are called his officials. They were men who served as 

priests and scribes and recorders. In verse 4 he lists Benaiah the son of Jehoiada who 

we’ve already seen had become the commander over his army. Then there are those 

who served in the religious realm and those who took care of the great household 

needs. 

Verses 7-19 give us the names and the locations of the twelve governors he set to take 

responsibilities throughout the kingdom. Verse 7 tells us they were also responsible to 

provide food for the king and his household; each one made provision for one 

month of the year. It was an amazing organizational structure. But such a structure was 

necessary because verse 20-23 tells us – 



20 
Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand by the sea in multitude, 

eating and drinking and rejoicing. 
21 

So Solomon reigned over all kingdoms 

from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. 

They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life. 
22 

Now 

Solomon's provision for one day was thirty kors (or 85 bushels) of fine flour, 

sixty kors (or 375 bushels) of meal, 
23 

ten fatted oxen, twenty oxen from the 

pastures, and one hundred sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and 
fatted fowl. 

I don’t care who you are, that’s a lot of food. This food was brought in to support the 

household, servants and those we saw as his close and local officials. This would have 

also included all of his wives, concubines and children. What we see here is a great 

testimony of the prosperity of the land, enabling them to supply such bountiful 

provisions each and every day. It was a good time for Israel, they were eating and 

drinking and rejoicing. 

As we read of the area or region Solomon ruled over, it extended from the River 

Euphrates in modern day Iraq, all that way down to the border of Egypt. A vast amount 

of real estate. Some of the land wasn’t actually a part of the Kingdom of Israel, but they 

were countries and areas who were subject to Solomon and continually paid him tribute, 

both in money and provisions. 

24 
For he had dominion over all the region on this side of the River from 

Tiphsah even to Gaza, namely over all the kings on this side of the River; 

and he had peace on every side all around him. 
25 

And Judah and Israel 

dwelt safely, each man under his vine and his fig tree, from Dan as far as 

Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 

I love that saying, “each man under his vine and his fig tree.” It’s a declaration of 

peace and safety, as well as the provision of God for a man and for a country. That’s 

why I always wanted to have a fig tree and a grape vine at my home, just as a visible 

testimony of God’s faithfulness. Now if He would simply gift me with the ability to grow 

them.  

It was a time of peace and prosperity. And the problem was, Solomon was forgetting 

who brought the peace and who provided the prosperity. Because in the midst of the 



prosperity, Solomon was soon gathering things that went against the Lords direction 

from Deuteronomy 17, the warning we looked at last week that the kings were – 

“…not to multiply horses for himself, neither shall he multiply wives for 
himself, nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.” 

But Solomon continued to build his kingdom and wealth. And all the time, he began to 

look and act more and more like the nations around Israel. God’s Kingdom began to 

look like the world. And Beloved, that is never a good thing. 

26 
Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve 

thousand horsemen. 
27 

And these governors, each man in his month, 

provided food for King Solomon and for all who came to King Solomon's 

table. There was no lack in their supply. 
28 

They also brought barley and 

straw to the proper place, for the horses and steeds, each man according to 

his charge.  

And because the government became so big, the taxes on the people continued to rise. 

We’ll see the problem with that after Solomon passes away and his son Rehoboam 

takes his place… but that’s not until chapter 12.  

The time frame of all that is listed here in chapter 4 is not necessarily chronological. 

Many believe that for a number of years, Solomon actually had his head screwed on 

right and his heart was for the things of the Lord. But as his greatness grew through the 

blessings of God, his head and heart began to wander from the things of God. As I read 

this I am reminded of Proverbs 30:8-9 

Oh Lord, give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough to satisfy 

my needs. For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” 

And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name. 2 
 

We will end it up today with the last of chapter 4 

29 
And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and 

largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore. 
30 

Thus Solomon's wisdom 

excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt. 
31 

For he was wiser than all men-than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, 

Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the 

surrounding nations. 
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It’s interesting to note that Ethan the Ezrahite is the name listed at the beginning of 

Psalm 89 and as such, he is considered to be the author of that great Psalm of praise. 

Then there is a Heman listed in 1 Chronicles 15 as a musician, along with Asaph and 

Ethan. But we also find that all of these men are related, as sons of a man named 

Mahol according to 1 Chronicles 2. Must have been one smart family!!  

As far as some of the other accomplishments of Solomon, we read 

32 
He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five. 

33 
Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop that 

springs out of the wall; he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping things, 

and of fish. 

Of his three thousand proverbs, we have several hundred in our Bibles today, both in 

the book of Proverbs, but also in the book of Ecclesiastes. Of his 1,005 songs, the most 

popular one by far is ______ (the Song of Solomon) 

As a king in what we call the ancient times, Solomon proved himself to be an authority 

in botany, as well as zoology.   

34 
And men of all nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his 

wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of Solomon 

What an amazing man Solomon was, but it was because of the gift of God in his life. 

The sad epitaph we read of him is the fact that he wasted the gift, because he 

disregarded the Giver.  

When you and I look at our lives do we really and truly live with the fullness of 

understanding that all that we have, every good gift and every perfect gift is from 

above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 

or shadow of turning? (Jas 1:17) 

Truly God blessed Solomon greatly. The problem is, how do you handle the blessings of 

God? 

Do you realize that God blesses us, in order that we would be a blessing to others — 

thus showing the goodness of God through our generosity, not hording it up for 

ourselves in bigger and better barns. 



 

o All too many times in our lives we disregard or lose sight of the fact that it is 

always who God supplies all of our needs according to His riches in Glory.  

o But, when we live this life with a heart of gratitude and thanksgiving to God for all 

that we have, we are less likely to become proud and boastful. We are less likely 

to deny our God.  

o When we come to the fullest of recognition that it is only by the grace and mercy 

of Almighty God, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on our behalf that we can 

even come to the slightest hope of being redeemed, forgiven and placed into the 

family of God.  

That’s when we realize that it is not of our own doing. 

Then we join in and sing along with hundreds of thousands who have gone before us of 

the Amazing Grace that saved a wretch like me. 

Oh Father, keep us from becoming self-sufficient. 

Personally I think Solomon lost sight of reality as he began to trust in his own 

sufficiency. That’s why we need to continually be reminded that our sufficiency is in 

Christ, and in Christ alone. 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


