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A Double-Minded King 
1 Kings 3:1-28 

In the New Testament, the writer James, the half-brother of the Lord Jesus tells us: A 

double-minded man, is unstable in all his ways (James 1:8). Well, we’re going to see 

today that this statement is absolutely true, rather you are a king or a pauper. And 

for a King, its a very dangerous mindset. 

We are now moving into the early stages of the actual reign of King Solomon where 

we’ll see both his wisdom and his foolishness demonstrated. Like King Saul, there 

was great promise in the beginning of his reign, but the end… well, the end ended up 

very sad indeed. 

When you consider all that had been laid at his feet by his father David, you understand 

that Solomon had every opportunity in the world.  

As we look at chapter 3, and we consider the request made by Solomon to God and 

how the Lord responded to him, you would think that everything would be amazingly 

wonderful during his whole reign and he would be able to pass off to his heirs a 

powerful kingdom.  

Well, you old think that, but in this wise king’s foolish choices, we see the stage is 

actually being set for disaster. 

Throughout his reign we are going to see great choices and really bad choices made 

by the same man, this great king of Israel. His reign was a time of peace and safety, but 

we are going to find out that much of this peace wasn’t because he was relying upon 

the hand of God, but because Solomon used the ways of the world to gain and 

maintain peace. As a matter of fact, that’s what we see at the very beginning of chapter 

3 here in 1 Kings  

1 Kings 3 
1 
Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married 

Pharaoh's daughter; then he brought her to the City of David until he had 

finished building his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall all 
around Jerusalem. 
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You would think that making a treaty with a former enemy would be considered a good 

thing, and it is. The problem came in how the treaty was gained and maintained. And it 

started a pattern in Solomon that leads to his downfall.  

The kings of the world would often inter-marry to solidify treaties. As Solomon fell into 

the same pattern, the daughter of Pharaoh was simply the first in a long line of the King 

using man’s ways to confirm and maintain these treaties. When in reality, God had 

made the nation of Israel strong enough that he wouldn’t have had to enter into these 

marriage arrangements.  

We’ll get into this deeper as we go further into the reign of Solomon, but what we see 

already in Solomon’s life is not only this continual double-mindedness, but also a total 

and absolute disregard of the Word of God in his life.  

He wanted the blessings of God,  

but he continually went against  

the Word of God and the commands of God. 

That’s the reason we find him acting like every king from every pagan nation around 

them, just like God warned Israel… 

It was back in Deuteronomy 17:14-20 when the Lord God warned the people of Israel 

through Moses 

Deut. 17 
14 

"When you come to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and 

possess it and dwell in it, and say, 'I will set a king over me like all the 

nations that are around me,' 
15 

you shall surely set a king over you whom the 

LORD your God chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as 

king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your 

brother.  

16 
But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return 

to Egypt to multiply horses, for the LORD has said to you, 'You shall not 

return that way again.' 
17 

Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his 
heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.  

18 
Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom that he shall 

write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the 
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priests, the Levites. 
19 

And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the 

days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God and be careful 

to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, 
20 

that his heart may 

not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn aside from the 

commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he may prolong his 

days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel. 

Did you catch all that? He should not multiply horses or wives, nor shall he gather 

for himself silver and gold. And oh, by the way: he needs to write out a copy of the 

Scripture for himself and read from it every day; that his heart may not be lifted above 

his brethren, that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand 

or to the left, and that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children 

in the midst of Israel. 

We are going to find out in this study that Solomon failed in every one of those 

directives or commands of the Lord.  

But for now let’s get back to 1 Kings 3:2-3 

2 
The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high places, because a 

temple had not yet been built for the Name of the LORD. 
3 
Solomon showed 

his love for the LORD by walking according to the statutes of his father 

David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high 
places. 

What we see here is a strange dichotomy of actions and intent; of necessity and 

convenience; and of obedience and disobedience.  

The pagan nations around them would make sacrifices and have their rituals on the 

tops of hills or mountains as a belief that the higher in elevation they could get, the 

closer they would be to their gods – these were the high places. But the God of Israel 

had told the people of Israel how and where they were to give their sacrifices. 

Granted, the writer is very clear that the Temple hadn’t been built yet, Solomon will do 

that in the coming years. But the Tabernacle was still standing at Gibeon, and there was 

still the command to offer your sacrifice at the door of the Tabernacle.  
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What we find is a matter of convenience… that leads to disobedience, as the 

children of Israel were still sacrificing at the high places. We also read here that their 

leader, their King (although he had a love for the Lord) still offered sacrifices and 

burned incense on the high places.        

This is a clear demonstration of his double-mindedness. 

Regardless of our intent, if our actions speak otherwise; what should we expect from a 

holy God? 

Yes, the Temple had yet to be built, but that was no excuse to worship in the way of the 

pagans. And apparently there were times when even Solomon, the King of Israel would 

follow the way of the people and of the pagans in his worship. The writer is very 

clear about the dual allegiance of Solomon: both to the Lord God of Israel and to 

convenience.  

3 
Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the 

statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned 
incense on the high places 

If wwe could see the record of your life this morning, what would it declare? 

__________ showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the 

statutes of the Word of God, except that he continued to _____________  

 

And we will see this all throughout Solomon’s life:  

Actions vs Intent;  

Necessity vs Convenience;  

Obedience vs Disobedience. 

It is a double-mindedness which in the end will destroy him, and the kingdom. 

Then in verse 4 we find that even in the times of disobedience, there were still times 

when faithfulness and obedience shined through – the problem was there was no 

consistency. And we all need to remember,  

A little bit of disobedience is still… disobedience. 
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But, here in verse 4 we find him actually moving in the right direction… 

4 
Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high 

place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 

Although he often worshiped at the high places of the pagans, there were still seasons 

of obedience. And this seems to be one of them. When the writer speaks of Gibeon as 

the great high place, it’s with the understanding that this is the place of true worship 

because the Tabernacle is here.     

The Tabernacle had been moved from Shiloh to Gibeon through a series of events after 

David had become King of Israel. Just prior to that the Ark of the Covenant had been 

retrieved from the Philistines, and David made a place for it in Jerusalem. (1 Chronicles 

1:1-6) 

But with the Tabernacle now at Gibeon, Solomon and the assembly of people went to 

offer sacrifices, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 

The journey from Jerusalem to Gibeon wasn’t far (about 6 miles from Jerusalem), but by 

the time they had finished sacrificing a thousand burnt offerings it was late in the day 

or perhaps even early evening, thus Solomon and his entourage spent the night. And 

during the night the Lord paid a visit to Solomon –  

5 
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 

said, "Ask! What shall I give you?"  

6 
And Solomon said: "You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my 

father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for 
him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.  

7 
Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my 

father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
8 
And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a 

great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. 

Many feel that Solomon was about 20 years old when David died and the kingdom was 

then completely under Solomon’s control. It’s interesting to note that even Solomon 
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himself understood that he was pretty young to take on the responsibility of ruling the 

kingdom. 

9 
"Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your 

people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge 
this great people of Yours?" 

10 
The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 

I mean, the speech pleased the Lord! 

It doesn’t get better than that, than to please the Lord in that way. Maybe…, just 

maybe… he had actually learned something from his father. King David wrote in Psalm 

19 

14 
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in 

your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

 

However and whatever the case, the words had pleased the Lord, and so the Lord 

replies – 

11 
Then God said to him: "Because you have asked this thing, and have not 

asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have 

asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 

discern justice, 
12 

behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have 

given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone 

like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 
13 

And I have also 

given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there 
shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 

Interesting, did you notice the Lord’s responses are all in the past tense. 

It’s as though He knew what Solomon would ask for before he even asked… amazing 

isn’t it? How often we can pray for something or someone or some issue in our life, only 

to find out that the answer was on its way even before we prayed. Does that mean we 

don’t pray? Of course not. That simply speaks of the omniscience (all knowing) of our 

great God.  

Jesus spoke clearly of that on the Mount of Olives as He told His followers… 
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Matthew 6 
7 
And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think 

they will be heard because of their many words. 
8 
Do not be like them, for 

your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

He knows what we have need of and He is more than able to supply “all your needs 

according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19) 

For Solomon, the Lord had already answered his prayer, He had already granted him 

“a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like him 

before him, nor shall any like him arise after him. 
 
And the Lord already had 

given to him what he had not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not 

be anyone like him among the kings all his days. 

And then, on top of that, there was more that the Lord was willing to do in his life, but 

with a caveat or stipulation – 

14 
"So if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, 

as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days." 

So, Solomon would have not only have great wisdom and understanding, as well as 

great riches and honor, but God was willing to give him a long life to enjoy it all, IF… 

And for Solomon,  

that becomes a very big “IF”. 

The condition was simple, if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My 

commandments, as your father David walked. 

If you know the story of David you understand that David wasn’t perfect, but he did have 

an intensity, a passion and a love for God that was his primary focus. He desired to 

please God with his life. Even in his failings, he confessed, repented and pursued after 

God. But, we won’t see this in Solomon. 

For Solomon, the task became nearly impossible, because he allowed the things of this 

world and the pleasures of this life to get in the way of his pure worship and his focused 

dedication to the One, True God of Israel. 
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But for now… here at Gibeon, Solomon was focused on the Lord 

15 
Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to 

Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, offered up 

burnt offerings, offered peace offerings, and made a feast for all his 
servants.   

For now, this was a powerful time of revival in Solomon’s life. And we see that the early 

years of his reign were powerful. His wisdom amazed everyone both near and far. His 

accomplishments were amazing. We will look at those next time as we get further into 1 

Kings.  

You would think that if the Lord spoke personally to you, you would never wander.  

You would think that if the Lord blessed you in every arena of life, you would never 

leave his side. 

You would think that given the responsibility of ruling the people of Israel, strengthened 

by the wisdom God had given, any of us would be wise enough to avoid the snares of 

the devil. 

But how many of you realize, that when God is moving powerfully in our lives, the 

enemy is going to turn up the heat? 

That’s why we need to stay solidly focused on the Lord... looking unto Jesus.  

That’s why the writers of the New Testament bring us warning after warning –  

1 Corinthians 10 
12 

Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

1 Peter 5 
8 
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
9 
Resist him, steadfast in the 

faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood 

in the world. 

2 Peter 1 
10 

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 

sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 
11 

for so an entrance 

will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Our hearts need to remain focused on the Lord Jesus Christ. Our minds stayed upon 

Him… 


