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Cydne Holte   
    I believe that I am the beloved daughter of God 
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe that Jesus Christ, as the only begotten 
son of God the Father, is my Lord and Savior. And 
that He calls me friend. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit that Jesus sent to 
dwell within us, guide and comfort us. 
    I believe in the power of prayer and that 
miracles are an everyday occurrence, whether we 
see them or not. 
     I know that: I am chosen, I am broken, I am 
forgiven, I am flawed, I am loved unconditionally. 
I have eternal life through the atoning blood of 
Jesus and His amazing grace. 
     CPC has been my church home for the majority 
of my adult life and it has been through the 
communion with this family of saints that my 
faith has been strengthened and my walk guided. 
     Through my work in the emergency room I 
have seen people on what is often the worst day 
of their life and my prayer was that they might 
see or feel Christ’s love through me. 
     That is still my prayer that each day someone 
may see Jesus through me, that my words and 
deeds are pleasing to the Lord and that in some 
way I make Him smile.  
 
Matthew Jue - Returning 
    I had attended church while I was in junior high 
and high school, but it wasn’t until I was in college 
that I prayed to receive Christ as Savior and Lord.  
I was confronted with my lack of a relationship 
with God, and I felt I could no longer postpone my 

decision or straddle the fence. Since then, God 
has made Himself and His ways known to me 
through Christ’s example, the Bible, the preaching 
and testimonies of His faithful servants, and 
sometimes the school of hard knocks or trials.  
God has been faithful and has blessed me with 
great Christian friendships over the years. He 
gives my life purpose and definition. Serving Him 
and supporting His ministries is a privilege.   
 
Pat Lum 
   When I was a child my Mom took my sisters and 
me to church every Sunday. I loved going to 
Sunday school and learning about Jesus and other 
people in the Bible. Then my family moved as I 
was going into 9th grade. My Mom was working as 
an RN every other weekend and my Dad was not 
interested in church, so, as teenagers, my sisters 
and I decided not to go to church anymore.  But 
Jesus never gave up on me. He pursued me, like 
the shepherd who left the 99 to find the one lost 
lamb. When I was 35 my friend invited me to her 
church on Easter Sunday. It was then I asked Jesus 
into my heart as my Lord and Savior where He 
remains. 
     I believe in God the Father, His only son Christ 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, and that they are One. 
God created everything in the heavens and on 
Earth. I believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He 
came to Earth to teach us of how to live our lives 
the way God intended us to. I believe that Jesus 
died on the cross for my sins. He was resurrected 
on the third day. Jesus appeared to the eleven 
disciples and others for 40 days before He 
ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God. I believe Jesus will come again and all 
those who believe that Jesus is their Savior will  



have eternal life and live in the house of the Lord.  
I believe as a church we are one body, with Christ 
being the head. God has given each one of us 
different gifts to better serve Him and each other. 
We are to go out and share the Good News of 
Jesus to others. 
 
Tony Perez  
    I was raised a Catholic by two loving devout 
parents but during high school I went through a 
crisis of faith. I felt like I always believed in God 
since I was a young child and tried my best to 
make him part of my life. Yet when my prayers 
were not answered, I questioned God and 
eventually turned my back on him and became an 
atheist. After high school I moved to Michigan 
and in a short time I got into trouble with the law 
and was arrested for larceny. But this is where 
the providence and grace of God was revealed to 
me. I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. 
I have been living out my salvation for the past 44 
years. The Lord has been my light and my 
salvation and the stronghold in my life (Psalm 
27:1). 
     Throughout the years I have learned that the 
Bible is the revealed word of God and is sufficient 
for knowing God and loving him. And because He 
loves me, He holds me when I stumble and 
forgives me when I fail Him. For the past 10 years 
I have been studying apologetics and 
foundational beliefs so I can give an answer to 
anyone that asks about the hope that I have. 
Always learning, always leaning. 
 
Yvonne Rhodes  
    God has been with me my entire life; He 
protected me with adoption by a God-fearing 
family. I grew up in the Christian Reformed 
Church. While on a high school weekend service 
project in an urban mission, I truly understood for 
the first time how God loves us and why He 
sacrificed His son for us. The need to serve others 
became my calling.  I attended Calvin College to 
experience a Christian nursing curriculum based 
on offering my heart to God and others. Nursing 
is my privilege to minister to others tangibly. God 
is my heavenly Father, who cares for me and 

planned my life as a daughter, obstetric nurse, 
wife, and mother. He sent His only Son to earth to 
save me, even before I was born. The gift of the 
Holy Spirit fills me when I am called to care for 
others and comforts me when the sin of the 
world weighs heavy on me. When I first joined 
CPC, the congregation was reading through the 
Bible for an entire year. Seeing how this 
congregation was so committed to their 
immersion in God’s Word was a way of answering 
my prayers for finding a church home. 
 
Class of 2021 
 
Lauri Howard 
    I believe in one triune God Who is the all-
knowing, all-loving and all-powerful Creator of 
everything referred to in the inerrant Word of 
God as, “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”  
Additionally, God the Son, Jesus Christ, was fully 
human and sinless. I believe that His death upon 
the cross was God’s final atonement for my 
personal sin, as well as the sins of the world, and 
His bodily resurrection ensures that I will, by His 
grace, live in Heaven eternally and not Hell where 
Satan reigns. Because of this assurance, whatever 
good deeds I do, are done solely out of love, 
gratitude, obedience and devotion to Him and 
can in no way work to further ensure my 
salvation. I believe that the purpose of my life is 
to “love God and enjoy Him forever.” This 
enjoyment is only possible when I put God first, 
others second, and me last, which is a constant 
struggle for me, but what I strive to do. I suppose 
that’s the best summation I can give after about 
40 years of being a Christian. Praise God for His 
amazing grace! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deacon Nominees                           
Class of 2023 
 
Michael Chau  
       It was by the grace of God that I was saved 
through faith in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior 
when I was a teenager. 
     I believe in the Triune God who created the 
whole universe, and in accordance with the Creed 
of the Apostles. 
     I am humbled to be nominated as a Deacon of 
Centerville Presbyterian Church despite my 
imperfections and unworthiness. Once again, it is 
the grace of God. 
     I'll strive to be like Christ in humility 
(Philippians 2.5-8) and in love (John 13.34-35), so 
that people around will know that we are 
Christians. And remember to walk humbly with 
God each day to do justice and love mercy (Micah 
6.8). 
 
Ling Chen  
    My paternal grandpa was an elder at the local 
Presbyterian church in my hometown, but I grew 
up in a non-Christian household. After 
immigrating to the United States, I was led to 
Christ through friends and was baptized. My 
family and I came to Centerville Presbyterian 
Church through Saturday Family Fun Night and 
have stayed ever since. At CPC, I have felt God’s 
deep love for me through the people here. I work 
towards becoming closer to Him and trying to 
cultivate my faith through the quilting and 
knitting group. As a deacon, I hope to serve Him 
by being a demonstration of His love to this 
congregation and our community.  
 
Maribeth Cruz - Returning 
    During my pre-school years, I can vividly recall 
my late grandfather always checking on me to 
know if I attended Sunday School. I did not know 
exactly his reasons but through the years I began 
to realize that such discipline turned out to be the 
beginning of my exposure to my Christian Faith. 

    I believe in God, the Father, the Creator of the 
universe. I believe in Jesus Christ, who died on the 
cross for our sins so we can have Eternal Life. 
Lastly, I believe in the Holy Spirit. My constant 
prayer is that the Holy Spirit dwells in me so that I 
may find peace and comfort in times of sorrow, 
guidance and wisdom in decision-making and 
patience and fulfillment in all my undertakings. To 
God Be the Glory! 
 
Kristen Del Rio  
     I believe that there is one God who is above all 
things - past, present and future. He is before all 
things and after all things. And all things were 
created by Him and through Him. I believe that 
He exists in three equal, but separate parts: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God gave His one and 
only Son dominion over all things created, and 
through him all things are reconciled. I believe 
that we were created by God, in His image, and 
due to temptation and fall to sin through man’s 
free will, we are separated from Him, and require 
salvation, that is offered by His grace, through His 
Son, Jesus Christ.  
     I believe that Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary, He lived on this Earth, both fully as 
man and fully as God. He lived a perfect life, 
reflectant of the Father, free from the sin, that 
otherwise separates us from God. He ministered 
both in speech and in action to both Jews and 
Gentiles, performing God-given miracles to many 
peoples. He was the living fulfillment of Prophecy, 
in the person called the Messiah through the line 
of David, as was foretold in the Old Testament, 
followed by the Jewish nation of Israel. Jesus 
came to restore God’s kingdom on Earth and 
provide a means of reconciliation through the 
New Covenant. This new covenant required the 
ultimate sacrifice of Jesus’ death, which was at 
the protest of his people, through the betrayal of 
Judas, his chosen disciple, in which he suffered 
and was convicted under Pontius Pilate and 
sentenced to death, by way of crucifixion.  
     I believe that he died on the cross and bore the 
cost of man’s sin, he overcame hell, and on the 
third day, he rose again. He was seen by 
numerous witnesses, both men and women, and 



on the fortieth day, the risen Christ ascended to 
Heaven and now sits at the right hand of the 
Father Almighty to judge both the living and the 
dead. Following his ascension, on the day of 
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was sent to take 
dwelling within the hearts of his disciples and all 
those who choose to believe that this final act 
serves as the absolute reconciliation to God the 
Father - of life eternal, that we have in him, 
should we, through God’s love and grace, and by 
faith alone, choose to receive.  
     I believe that by accepting Christ to dwell in 
our hearts, and by confessing our sins to God, 
that we are forgiven and have been made clean 
because of Jesus' sacrificial gift of the cross and 
that we are spared from eternal separation from 
God and His glory, and that He has prepared a 
place for us in His courts and upon our earthly 
death, we will take up that heavenly place and 
remain in God’s New Kingdom forever.  
     I believe it is our honor and privilege to profess 
this Holy Act of God’s love and grace, this Good 
News, this New Covenant, and to be a living 
witness and example of Christ, to spread hope 
and the promise of reconciliation and life eternal 
through Christ Jesus, the Son, to all who have 
eyes to see and ears to hear. 
 
Charlene Down  
    I was raised in a Presbyterian church in New  
Jersey and believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. I will rely on the Holy 
Spirit to guide me in serving as a Deacon. 
 
Janet Hernandez - Returning 
    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord. I believe that all scriptures are 
breathed out by God. I believe and trust in Jesus 
Christ and that He called me to serve Him. I 
believe He loves me, gives me peace, joy, and 
created me for a purpose. Having a close 
relationship with God is the most important thing 
in my life. I accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior. I 
believe that He will guide and bless me in this 
new journey as a Deacon. 
 

Dean Nissen                                                                                                                                           
    Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. I was raised 
in a Christian family that attended church every 
Sunday along with our grandparents. I accepted 
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior at a young age. 
Jesus has always been a part of my life. About 18 
years ago I made a public re-affirmation of my 
faith. I believe in the awesome power of prayer. 
God has always been there for me and for my 
loved ones, He has walked with me through 
difficult times and joyous moments. I am very 
blessed that my children and grandchildren are 
believers. It was a blessing to have a wonderful 
wife who was a believer and showed her love and 
devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ in everything 
she did. Through God’s grace I am one of His 
children. May God be glorified through my service 
to him. 
 
Ned Rendell - Returning 
     As a very young child, I was baptized in the 
Presbyterian Church in Pasadena. I believe in one 
God, the loving Father, maker of heaven and 
earth, and all the things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, who inherits His 
Father’s house and all that His Father rules over. 
Through Jesus Christ I have a relationship with the 
loving God my creator. This is the cornerstone of 
my faith. I believe in the Holy Spirit that indwells 
me. I believe the forgiveness of sins comes from 
being baptized into Christ Jesus, Lord and Savior. 
      Because of the most difficult time in my life, 
the death of my beloved wife, I have returned to 
the church to worship and glorify God for all He 
has done for me. He is truly the loving God 
Almighty. I believe the fundamentals of faith and 
essential truths have been preserved in His Word. 
To me, the Bible reveals the character of God and 
His will for the behavior of men and women today 
and throughout the history of the world. I am, 
continually, seeking sanctification through the 
study of His Word and interpretation of what 
Jesus’ words mean. I feel that my heart is filled 
with love, compassion, kindness, and gentleness 
after being a caregiver and walking with God 
through the healing steps in the valley of grief.  



Based on my life experiences and love for God, I 
feel that I can help the church and the community 
as I continue in my role as a deacon.  
 
 Phyllis Rendell - Returning 
    I was raised in a non-Christian home. After 
getting married and starting a family, I felt a need 
to have a connection with a church. Through 
friends, my family was brought to Centerville 
Presbyterian Church. In 1971 I was baptized and 
became a member of CPC. God has revealed His 
goodness and faithfulness to me in many ways. 
When I experienced a devastating loss in 2002, 
the Lord was there with me and helped me 
through a difficult time of pain and suffering.  
     My faith is based on the belief that God is the 
Creator of heaven and earth; that Jesus Christ, His 
Son, is my Savior who died on the cross for my 
sins; and that the Holy Spirit dwells within me. I 
will continue to rely on the Holy Spirit to guide 
me in serving as a Deacon.  
 
Valdecanas Pricelle – Returning 
    I grew up with parents of different religions—
mom a Catholic and dad, Aglipayan. We were 
raised as what they call “Cheaster”. We only 
attended church on Christmas and Easter. I did 
not even know how to say the Lord’s Prayer until I 
was in sixth grade. I learned it when my friend 
invited me to a rosary prayer at their house. We 
had to recite it so many times, that by the time it 
was time to go home, I had memorized the 
prayers. 
     As I got older, I started going to church 
regularly and praying often, mainly to ask for 
different things from God. At the time, it felt like 
God was answering my prayers. We were living 
comfortably, had a house, good jobs, healthy kids. 
However, I knew in my heart that something was 
missing. There was a void and my heart was 
looking for something. I tried attending different 
churches and different Bible study classes, but I 
still felt empty. 
     A few years back, I met a member of CPC and I 
asked if she knew of any Bible study class that I 
could attend. She managed to set up a class just 
for us to attend. I started attending CPC. We re-

arranged our lives and our schedules to ensure 
that we could attend Sunday service as well 
as Bible study class. God became number one in 
our lives and finally, the void started to disappear. 
I found what I was looking for, a church where I 
can feel I belong, and I figured out what was 
missing—I did not have a personal relationship 
with Jesus.   
     I am a work in progress, and I am praying for 
God to be with me and to guide me every step of 
the way. I am keeping my heart and my life open 
to all the opportunities to grow as a Christian and 
deepen my relationship with Jesus.   
 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
Suzy Anderson - Returning 
    I believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit as revealed in the Bible. I have 
experienced the grace of God in my own life even 
before I came to believe in Him.  
     I also believe my faith is the result of God's 
gracious gift and arises from no inherent 
goodness or cleverness of my own. I live only, 
therefore, by the grace of the one true, sovereign 
and merciful God, whom I rejoice to call my Lord.  
     I was raised in a non-Christian home, but all my 
family became Christians about 35 years ago 
except me. In spite of my family members’ 
prayers, especially my mother’s tireless early 
morning prayers for an invitation to become a 
Christian, I had my own way of living my life as a 
sinner until I received Jesus Christ as my Lord and 
savior in April of 1996. 
     As I get to know Him more, I am very grateful 
for His patience and His love. I also truly believe 
that without His grace and guidance, I cannot do 
anything by myself.  
     I pray every day asking Him for wisdom, 
guidance, and strength to live each day and 
whatever I do or say will glorify his name.  
 
Carolyn J. Buller - new 
    I accepted Christ as my personal Savior as a 
young child in a small country church near 
Newton, Kansas. My grandparents and parents 



were regular attendees. I married Glen Buller in 
1960 and moved from the Midwest to Fremont in 
1967. We joined Centerville Presbyterian Church 
in 1970 and raised our three sons in this church.  
Using my past experience as a Deacon and in 
other committee positions, I feel that I can 
contribute, once again, in the role of being on the 
Nominating Committee. 
 
Lucille Coon - Returning 
    I invited Jesus into my life when I was eleven 
years old. He has been my strength and 
encouragement since then. I attest to the 
Apostle’s Creed with my spirit and mind. Jesus is 
in truth my Savior and Lord. My redemption and 
assurance of life eternal are based in Him. 
     God is a reality in my life in every way. He is my 
strength in times of difficulty and uncertainty. He 
is the guide who helps me when I must make 
decisions that are not easy. I follow Him 
imperfectly, but I have the assurance of His 
forgiveness when I confess the shortcomings and 
sin in my life. He is my Protector, Teacher, and 
Comforter. 
     I well realize that He has neither promised me 
an easy life nor “a rose garden,” but He has 
promised His presence and strength for walking 
through whatever I have to experience in this life.   
Praise His Name. 
 
Robin Gwinner - Returning 
    I was raised in a Christian home. My Dad was 
an elder at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Berkeley where we attended. My Mom and 
Grandma who lived with us modeled studying the 
Scriptures and were hopeful Christians who saw 
God work through eyes of faith. My Grandma 
would quote verses like, "This is the day the Lord 
hath made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it" as we 
ate our oatmeal at breakfast. I accepted the Lord 
at a Mt. Hermon youth camp and my faith grew 
at church, at many conferences, retreats, and at 
Christian college. My relationship with the Lord 
deepened through the challenges life presented 
and I found, as Joseph did, that the Lord was with 
me. God has kept reminding me that He sees, 
hears, and desires intimacy because of His great 
love. He has a grand plan to use each of us in His 

Story. I am thrilled to be more involved at CPC in 
my retirement years and to celebrate the vitality 
that is present in our family life here.  
 
Marlene Hightower  
   I accepted Christ and was baptized at the age of 
sixteen. I believe in the Trinity - Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. I have grown to know Christ as a very 
personal part of my life. I believe that scripture is 
the Holy Word of God. I know that the Holy Spirit 
dwells in me and is guiding and directing me.  As I 
look back on my life, I know God had His hand on 
me and I praise and thank Him for bringing me to 
where I am today. I am here to serve! 
 
 
 


