
REV. SAM KNOTTNERUS
 

     
To the Called Out Ones, Gathered in Centerville and Scattered Throughout the Tri-Cities,
 
     Writing this letter brings incredible joy to my heart. For the past year and a half, I have been praying over
Centerville. I’ve sought to learn about its people and discover all that God has been doing and seems to be
planning for the future. I wish we could be there physically to greet you in person. 

 
     Perhaps like me, you have found that Jesus has a way of getting your attention. This journey with you began
in February of 2019 when I started to sense God causing my heart to open to a new calling. Shortly thereafter, I
was “randomly” doing an internet search for EPC churches, I came across your mission study. As I read, my
heart resonated with your vision for reaching people locally and globally.  Despite this first awakening, I
dismissed the idea out of hand, but God would not stop stirring my spirit. Quietly, I began talking to some trusted
friends about Centerville and they encouraged me to lean into what God might be up to. The more I prayed, the
more I felt “at home” with this inward call. 

 
     In April, after many other “coincidental” whisperings and promptings, I felt confident enough in God’s leading
to nonchalantly pass the description of your church on to Evie. I did not tell her why. She read it over and just
looked at me with a big smile. She said, “Wow! That totally sounds like us!” And at that moment, I felt God’s hand
in the process in a very real and tangible way.

   
     Throughout this process, CPC has become so dear to me and Evie. We have enjoyed our time getting to know
the choice servants of God that serve on the PNC. Through our fellowship with them, we have seen God at work
in amazing ways. And it has been humbling and inspiring to be a part of this process with them.

     
     As I’ve watched you from afar, I have seen how you care for the hurting, desire to seek out those who are
lost and strive to reach the nations in your neighborhoods. The diversity in Fremont is a beautiful picture of how
every tribe tongue and nation will one day worship around the throne of Jesus. What an amazing environment to
follow the Great Commission!

     
     It is my great hope that you will allow me to care for you as a shepherd cares for the sheep He loves. So let
me ask a question that begins with the end in mind. What could happen in the next 10 to 15 years if we committed
together to experience Jesus in authentic community to see God transform lives? We’d love to find out!

 
Because Jesus Made us Family,

 
Pastor Sam Knottnerus

 
We loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God 

but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 1 Thessalonians 2:8

 


