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Please welcome our new
Director of Children’s Ministry!
Stephanie Samuelson is our new Director of Children’s
Ministry. She has assumed this posi�on as of September
1, 2020. She is the former Stephanie Condon but was
joined in matrimony to Samuel Samuelson by Rev. Dr.
Dennis Tarr by a zoom ceremony earlier this year!
She has earned a Bachelor of Business Administra�on and
a Master of Public Administra�on and currently works at
Stanford University. Stephanie has had extensive experience working in the Metroparks of the Toledo, OH area
spanning from 2015 – 2020. She gained experience in
leading programs, summer camps and special events for
the public and worked with schools and a�er school programs to create unique, educa�onal programs tailored to
what the students were learning. She also gained experience in leading, training and recrui�ng volunteers, maintaining a camp budget for four summer camps, and administra�ve support in scheduling, coordina�ng and data entry related to office tasks, and program registra�on. Before moving to California in January and a�ending Centerville Presbyterian Church, she volunteered for the children’s ministry at Waterville Community Church, helping to lead Sunday school and assis�ng
with youth events. She has had experience working with all age groups, but the majority of her
experience is with youth ages 5-12.
We are delighted to welcome her to our CPC staff and family! Please feel free to contact
Stephanie at ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org or 510-793-3575 ext 38 if you would like to volunteer for Children’s Ministry or just say welcome!

Now Near You
Senior Pastor Sam Kno�nerus
Let me begin by saying thank you for all of your prayers, cards, emails and welcome gi�s to me and my family
as we have become a part of the church family. Your smiles, gracious words and warm presence have been a
tremendous blessing to us!
I have been introducing myself a lot lately. When people hear my last name, they usually think I am joking. My
last name is Kno�nerus, and it sounds like “not near us.“ Then I usually say, “just pretend like you are holding a
skunk away from your face and say, not near us!“
Recently, I received an email from a church member named Bob who essen�ally said that my last name was
perfect for Covid season, because “not near us” embodies the social distancing we are advised to prac�ce.
Then Bob’s email mused further. “When I finally no�ced the spelling of your name my thinking changed to
visualizing 'Bonded Together' with us. Checking the dic�onary, I see that 'knot' also is seen as a 'Unifying
Bond'”. Thank you Bob, I appreciate your though�ul encouragement!
One of my first goals as your Pastor is to help foster unity at CPC so we can con�nue to grow in a vibrant
witness to Jesus. God’s word says that people will know that we are followers of Jesus by the way we love each
other (John 13:34). There is an African proverb that says, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far,
go together.” My dream is that fi�een years from now, we will be able to look back at the journey and see how
God moved through us as we moved together toward His purposes and His glory.
Another goal of mine comes from Ephesians 4 as it sets out a clear and concise job descrip�on for me as your
Pastor. I love the way Eugene Peterson captures the idea in The Message. “He handed out gi�s above and below, filled heaven with his gi�s, filled earth with his gi�s. He handed out gi�s of apostle, prophet, evangelist,
and pastor-teacher to train Christ’s followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, the church,
un�l we’re all moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son,
fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ.”
The big ques�on I am going to be asking going forward of every ministry is:
How can we enter into a life of training where we make disciples who can make disciples?
So let us take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. For years we have studied Jesus'
words, but have we examined Jesus’ methodology? Let’s use this shelter in place �me to prepare for the great
things God wants to do through us!
Because Jesus Made us Family,
Pastor Sam “Now Near You”

We loved you so much that we gave you not only the Gospel of God,
but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.
1 Thessalonians 2:8

Hello, CPC Family,
I have truly enjoyed ge�ng to meet so many of you in all the ways we could for the past month and a half! Many of you
came by personally at our drive-through hello, drive-by communion, office drop in's, volunteering at free dining, and of
course zoom mee�ngs! As wonderful as this has been, I wrestle with the same tension that many of you have felt. My
heart is rejoicing that many people are coming to church online that were not previously, yet my heart is s�ll grieved because I long for us to be together again physically. God hard-wired us for connec�on and Zoom fa�gue is real.
In view of these reali�es, it is important that we update you on decisions made concerning our beginning to regather as
a church. We have closely monitored the effects of COVID-19 on our na�on, state and region and are following prudent
guidance. Like you, we con�nue to pray that the spread of the virus will slow and those that contract it will not experience severe sickness or death.
It is important to note that the church has not closed, and we have not hit the pause bu�on on real ministry. Because
our church is so mission-oriented, we have been vigilant about loving our neighbors by wearing face coverings, washing
our hands frequently, and keeping a safe distance from each other.
We do this as we con�nue providing meals for our hungry neighbors each Tuesday.
Our commi�ees and small group bible studies con�nue to meet by ZOOM.
Our Deacons are providing fantas�c ministry by staying in touch with our members, and many of our senior
adults are staying in touch with daily phone calls.
We have more people leading in the worship services thanks to your willingness to step out in faith.
Our Tech Team of staff and volunteers are working hard behind the scenes crea�ng a virtual worship service
and thank you for your encouraging remarks and ac�ons of apprecia�on you share with them.
More people are worshipping with us now that we are sharing our services online than before we gathered in
the sanctuary last.
And, your consistent generosity in your financial commitment to the ongoing mission and ministry con�nues
to move our ministry forward.
God is faithful, alive, and ac�ve in our congrega�on. We praise God for all these things!
We are aware that a few area churches have begun to regather for worship services. The number of people a�ending
these services is very small. People are hesitant about gathering in groups, whether indoors or outdoors, even when
wearing face coverings and physically distanced appropriately. This is understandable because of our at-risk popula�on.
When asked about us beginning to regather for worship, many of you have expressed, “What we are doing now is good.
It is not worth the risk to our people and our city for us to begin regathering right now.” We hear you. Some in our
church are ready to return to gathering for worship. We hear you, also.
We recognize that this is frustra�ng to some of you and believe that all of you know how difficult a decision it is for all of
us. We all want to worship together in the same place. However, because we love our family of faith, we must seek to
minimize the risk to you and our neighbors.
We ask you for three things:
1. Please con�nue praying for our leadership and congrega�on as we con�nue to provide worship services
online
2. Remain connected to each other through ZOOM Small Groups
3. Remain faithful in our giving.
We will con�nue our monthly drive up communion. The response in September was posi�ve and our Elders an d Deacons were able to pray with those that came through the parking lot. We will con�nue to pursue ways to stay connected
safely.
May God con�nue to bless all of us un�l we meet in person again.
Your servants,

Pastor Sam Kno�nerus
and the Re-Gathering Team

Session Notes – by Elder Larry Hsu
In the midst of unparalleled fires across California, Session held a hybrid mee�ng in September, with some
a�ending in person and some connec�ng online.
Before the mee�ng, Session prayed for those who are suffering. We acknowledged to God that none of the
plagues currently affec�ng our lives are a surprise to Him, and we prayed for relief and peace for the hur�ng.
We prayed for God’s con�nued provision, and that He make us instruments of His plan.
•

•

•

•

The business of Session started with an update
on the two townhouses on Bonde Way that CPC
is building to provide some pastoral and lowincome housing. U�lity rough-ins are nearly
complete on one building, and first floor framing
is complete on the other. Construc�on is planned
to finish in the first quarter of 2021.
The walk-in refrigerator/freezer in the Fellowship
Hall kitchen, which is used by the Free Dining
program, needs to be replaced. Session
authorized CPC officers to sign the grant contract
when it is ready. The refrigera�on replacement
task force is also con�nuing to gather addi�onal
bids and seek supplemental funding sources.
Session set the annual Congrega�onal Mee�ng
for October 25, immediately follow the Sunday
Service. In prepara�on for the mee�ng, Session
discussed steps to finalize the budget and the
Annual Report.
Session regre�ully accepted Jim Harrison’s
resigna�on from Session for health reasons, but
gratefully acknowledge his decades of service
and leadership to CPC.

•

EPC General Assembly was held virtually on
September 17-18, 2020. One Teaching Elder and
four Ruling Elders from CPC a�ended.

•

Sydney Belanger, Chris
Chris�e, Marilyn Khalaji,
and Norma Moore have
been approved as CPC
commissioners for the
October 9-10, 2020,
mee�ng of our
Presbytery of the Pacific
Southwest, to be held at
Christ Church East Bay in
Berkeley, CA.

•

Every year, Adult Ministries holds an event on
the church pa�o to promote Life Groups. This
year, Sydney Belanger and Dawn Tschaen plan to
promote this virtually. Dawn is now gathering
informa�on about all the Life Groups that
con�nue to meet virtually.

•

Session recorded approval of the 2020 housing
allowance for Pastor Sam, required for tax
evidence purposes.

•

Leonard gave an update on planned audio/video
enhancements to our worship experience. The
last of the equipment order has arrived, and it
will be set it up and the features and network
performance will be tested out.

•

Pastor Sam provided three discipleship
opportuni�es: Session to read Eight Through
Twelve by Clifford Best; CPC’ers may a�end the
Na�onal Oikos Conference Oct. 21/22 (CPC will
cover the group registra�on fee); and upcoming:
par�cipate in Greg Ogden’s Global Discipleship
Curriculum program later this year.

•

Praise the Lord! We have a new Children’s
Ministry Director. Stephanie Samuelson started
on September 22, 2020. (She and Samuel were
just married a couple of months ago, with Pastor
Dennis Tarr officia�ng!).

Session has called a Congregational
Meeting on Zoom for
Sunday, October 25, 2020,
following the worship service.
The purpose of the meeting is to
elect Elders, Deacons and Nominating
Committee members.

•
Chris Chris�e gave
Session an update on how
and when CPC will be able
to gather in person. We all
want the op�on to safely
a�end Sunday Services live
or to con�nue to par�cipate
remotely. The Reopening
Team is monitoring
communica�ons from our
government medical officials
for clearance to meet live
and for the latest preventa�ve
health procedures.

October Presbytery Mee�ng

GET CONNECTED IN A LIFE GROUP!

If you’ve never a�ended a Presbytery Mee�ng of our
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, this is a great opportunity! CPC and many other churches in the Southwest
gather their elders and pastors 3-4 �mes a year for a business mee�ng and anyone can a�end as an observer (nonvo�ng member).

Now, more than ever, we are craving connec�ons! Did you
know that we have over 150 brothers and sisters at CPC
mee�ng weekly in a CPC Life Group, some on Zoom and a
couple in backyards?

October’s mee�ng will be ONLINE, Friday, October 9 from
9:00 am to 5:30 pm. If you are interested in being an observer for all or part of the mee�ng, you can register online at h�ps://epcpops.wufoo.com/forms/z1j6cxs00je6rk9/. If you have any ques�ons, contact Tammy Sawyer
in the office at 510-793-3575 x11.
For Women – Thursday, October 8, 7:-8:30pm, Zoom
mee�ng with message Singing in the Shower: Lament,
Hope and Bathroom Acous�cs with Kelsey Burke. Mee�ng
ID: 878 9936 6722 Password: 680666

_____________________________________________

OIKOS
One day digital conference
October 22, 8:30am to 4:30 pm
The Oikos Movement is
designed to help you as a Jesus
follower and a ministry leader
change the world. Par�cipants
will learn how to naturally share Jesus with those in
their lives. CPC has paid the church registra�on so
there is no charge for you to a�end. Pastor Sam is
encouraging staff and leaders to a�end and YOU are
invited to a�end too! If you would like to be a part of
this, contact Tammy Sawyer tsawyer@cpcfremont.org
or 510-793-3575 ext 11. To check it out, or register
for the free workshop on Wednesday, October 21,
h�ps://www.na�onaloikosconference.com/oikosworkshops

Pray for these
families on the passing of
their loved one:
Be�y Clark

August 1

Anitra Dark

September 16

John Rush

September 4

CPC supported
missionary

If you are not yet connected in a CPC Life Group, call or
email the church office and they will help you find one!
510-793-3575 x10; recep�onist@cpcfremont.org

_____________________________________________

To Our Dearest CPC Family ~
We thank you for your notes of sympathy and words
of assurance during my family’s difficult time of loss. Our mother,
Grace, was the jewel of our lives.
We treasure all of the 106 years of
love she shared with us.
Her ripe old age had given her the
opportunity to enjoy life, family and
friends more than anyone could
have ever wished for. This allowed her to touch so
many lives in a special way.
All of your words and prayers brought Henry & I,
and our family peace and comfort during this wearisome time. We trust your efforts will help us bridge
the feeling of loss to that of acceptance.
More importantly, we cling to the blessed assurance
that she now rests in the cusp of God’s loving hands
where we shall, one day, carry on the joy we all once
shared.
We Praise the Lord for her wonderful 106 years!
With grateful hearts,
Henry & Owhen Astorga

Getting Through the Holidays Seminars
November 17 and December 8
With Marriage & Family Therapist Chelsea Hall
If you are fearful the holidays will be difficult for you
because of a loss, you are welcome to be a part of
this seminar which is designed to provide support
and strategies for naviga�ng the holidays amid the
stress and change of mourning. If you are interested,
contact Polly, 510-793-3575 ext 19, or
pwalker@cpcfremont.org.

Join us for Sunday School via ZOOM during the Shelter in Place!
Sundays at 12pm, a�er the main service
Stay connected through our website, cpcfremont.org
For more informa�on, please contact Stephanie at
ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org
Centerville Kidsʼ Ministry exists to disciple kids to love Jesus
and His people, through equipping kids
with Godʼs Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body.

Ministry Updates

Stay Connected!

Even though we are not gathering in person, our
ministry is s�ll moving and thriving!

Hello CenterKids Ministry!

Praise Reports:
•

We are con�nuing Zoom service with families
joining regularly.

•

We have an upcoming Winter service project to
encourage our students to read the Bible.

We may be physically apart during this �me, but
we are always united in Christ. Here are some
ways to stay connected with us:
Zoom Children’s Church on Sundays at 12PM.
You can ask for the access code by messaging
Stephanie at ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org.
•

Weekly updates with curriculum and cra�s
are on our church website under “Our
Ministries”.

•

Contact Stephanie at any �me via email if
we can assist your family with any emergent
needs

Updates Due to Covid:
We are working on what reopening will look like for
Children’s Ministry. Updates will be coming soon.

September Movie Night!
Thank you to everyone who came out to our movie night
on September 18th. We had a blast making a face shield
cra� and watching Veggie Tales together!

Sincerely,
The CenterKids Team

CPC Impact Youth Group
Join us for Impact every Wednesday night at church from 6pm-8pm!
Please wear a mask and bring a water bottle for socially distant gatherings.
For more information, please contact Chris at canderson@cpcfremont.org

Ministry Updates
We are meeting weekly from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on
Wednesdays for Youth Group!
We welcome our two new youth group leaders – Ahren
Ramirez and Sydney Sanders! Both had been attending
Impact as high school students before graduating this
past June. Please keep them in
your prayers as they continue to
grow in God’s love and walk
with the students.

Veritas College Ministry
We exist to be a Christ-centered community that desires to grow and be
transformed throughrelationships, seekingthe truth as we wrestle with doubts.
Our Collegesmall groupis still active and meetingat church for socially distant gatherings! We meet
Thursday nightsfrom 7pmto 8:30pm. We are currently goingover A GospelCenteredCommunity and
spendingtime in fellowship. ContactChristopher Anderson at canderson@cpcfremont.org for more details

Drive Through Communion
Sunday, September 6, we had our first drive-through communion!
Over a dozen people ventured out in the excessive heat to be
served and prayed for by Elders and Deacons wearing masks and
gloves. Angie Bilardello and Karen Wolff provided music live from
the sanctuary. Those preferring to have communion at home were
able to do that.
We’ll have drive-through communion again on World Communion
Sunday, October 4. This year it will be especially good for us to
unite with Chris�ans around the world as the pandemic of COVID19 has unfurled like an 11th plague impac�ng lives around the
globe.
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