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There was a story of a girl who was shoo�ng arrows at a
target on the side of the family barn. When her father
came to observe her archery skills, he was amazed. In
each and every target, there was an arrow in the center
of the bullseye! “I didn’t know you were such a crack
shot, honey! Where did you learn to shoot so well?” “It’s
simple, dad”, she replied. “You just shoot the arrow and
then paint the target!”

What is your target? Do you have dreams that guide your
life? Many �mes, people keep doing what they have been
doing, paint a target around their prac�ces and then call
it a bulls eye. When we look at the life of Jesus, we see
that He did not aim for human approval. No, the Son of
God had a clear sense of call, purpose and mission di-
rected by His Father.

● He was called into perfect fellowship with His fa-
ther and was constantly slipping away to talk with
His Abba (Luke 5:16). Jesus found His target
through prayer.

● Before Jesus went to the cross, he prayed in John
17:4, “I have brought you glory on earth by finish-
ing the work you gave me to do.” Jesus knew His
purpose was not only to be the perfect sacrifice
for sin and put us in right rela�onship with God
but also to make disciples. If Jesus finished the
work that the Father gave Him to do before dying
for our sins, could it be, that His target was to
share the message of salva�on through the
methodology of disciple making?

● In Luke 19:10, Jesus defined His mission when he
said, “for the Son of Man came to seek and save
the Lost.”

Since August 1, I have been listening to the Elders and the
congrega�on and praying about what our target looks like
as our church seeks to make disciples in Fremont and all
over the world. I have wondered if our prac�ces define
the target or if our target defines our prac�ces. If we are
to reach the na�ons in our neighborhoods, we must not
simply paint targets around the arrows we have previ-
ously shot. So where should our aim be focused?

Churches o�en study Jesus’ message, but miss His meth-
ods. Jesus invited people to follow Him and to be with
Him. Then, as they began to understand that this extraor-
dinary man was no mere human, but the Son of God, Je-
sus invited them to pick up their cross and follow Him. At
every stage, as the in�macy and trust grew, the invita�on
grew more intense. Jesus started His ministry by saying
“come and see.” Later He told them to count the cost
with the admoni�on to “come and die.” Jesus’ promise
will culminate one day when His followers will come on
down as we return with the risen victorious Christ.

The Bible says, “God . . . is able to do far more than we
would ever dare to ask or even dream of — infinitely be-
yond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes”
(Ephesians 3:20 TLB). Whatever you could imagine for
your life or our church can never come close to what
God’s dream will accomplish. Nothing in this poli�cally
saturated, virus weary world with all of the struggles and
stress can stop God’s plan. May we ask God what His
dream is for our lives and our church. May we immerse
ourselves in Scripture to search for His will and from this
well of peace aim for the same targets Jesus gave us.

Because Jesus Made us Family, Pastor Sam



Session held its October mee�ng with some staff
and elders at church and others a�ending the
mee�ng over Zoom to stay socially distanced.

Devo�onal
Pastor Sam began the mee�ng with a devo�onal on
Ma�hew 9:35-38. Jesus had compassion on the
crowd. They were like sheep without a shepherd.
We are to choose compassion rather than
exhaus�on. The harvest is plen�ful, but the workers
are few. We are to have our eyes on God’s harvest.
Pastor Sam also shared his recent encounter on the
church campus with a man who was a spiritual
universalist. They talked for an hour. The encounter
was a reminder of being open to God’s appointments
with strangers.

Staff Reports
Staff reports began with Interim Youth Director Chris
Anderson’s providing an update on Youth ac�vi�es
and prayer needs. Esther Lu is taking over
leadership of the Young Adults/College Group.
Session paused to pray for Chris and the youth.

Pastor Sam and Session welcomed Stephanie
Samuelson, CPC’s new Children’s Director. She
shared about October Movie Night and the S�cky
Verse Challenge where children would be
encouraged to memorize Bible verses. If a child
memorizes and recites a verse correctly, adult
sponsors can donate a jar of peanut bu�er to the
Free Dining program.

Tammy Sawyer reported that custodians Sco�
Sawyer and Tim Leon had returned to work a�er
facing health challenges. The Niles Rotary contacted
CPC to propose a poten�al Christmas event to help
Rotary-sponsored families in need. Tammy gave a
presenta�on on Planning Center, church
management system. It is being considered for
future use.

Pastor Sam has been contac�ng fellow pastors in
the area, mee�ng with church deacons, and
planning a pastors’ prayer mee�ng with CityServe.

He men�oned that Jackie Sawyer is interested in
becoming an advocate for a foster care ministry at
CPC through the Foster the Bay ministry. Pastor Sam
has been asked to join EPC’s mission team. The
Mission Statement wording is being rearranged to
be “Experiencing Jesus, Authen�c Community,
Transforming Lives” since all ministry and change
flows out from first experiencing Jesus.

Old/Unfinished Business
Old/Unfinished Business included discussion of the
Oikos Conference that was held on October 22.
Oikos is a Greek word that means “extended
household” and describes the group of 8 to 15
people God has placed in our lives and with whom
we most closely relate. Session members received
copies of the book 8 to 15, The World is Smaller
Than You Think, a book based on Oikos principles.

New Business
Under New Business, Session discussed the agenda
for the upcoming Congrega�onal Mee�ng. Session
approved the scheduling the Ordina�on/Installa�on
Service for new elders and deacons for Sunday,
January 10, 2021. The idea of planning for Advent
and Christmas was introduced. The dra� annual
budget was also discussed.

Commi�ee Reports
Commi�ee reports included an update from the
Ministerial Staff Rela�ons Commi�ee for the
poten�al hiring of various new staff throughout the
next fiscal year. The Church Reopening Commi�ee
men�oned that the church’s reopening depends
much on Alameda County’s Reopening Plan.

Closing
A�er staff and Session heard the many ways that
Jesus is ac�vely reaching CPC’s collec�ve oikos—
people of all ages and places in life—through many
different ministries and crea�ve means, Pastor Sam
closed the mee�ng with prayer.

Session Notes – by Elder Matthew Jue



_____________________________________________

November is not only a �me to give thanks for the
many blessings from God as we gather around the
table for Thanksgiving dinner with our families, but a
�me to think about other families that have grown
through adop�on and fostering. This month is
focused on raising awareness of the thousands of
children that are in the foster care system wai�ng to
be placed in a loving home. Jackie Sawyer and Lisa
Dutra have made a commitment to being Advocates
for a very special program called Foster the Bay.

Foster the Bay was born in 2015 when a Social
Worker challenged Bay Area churches to mobilize “a
faith alliance.” This alliance would partner local
churches with their county agencies to address a
growing crisis in the foster care system. What really
makes this program special is that it gives the fami-
lies taking in these children extra support by provid-
ing them with a group of Support Friends within the
church. Foster the Bay is uniquely inspired to equip
churches throughout the Bay Area with the right
tools and resources to develop a sustainable and
effec�ve foster care ministry.

There are way more foster kids in the system than
there are homes to take them in, so we ask that you
would pray for these children and their futures that
sta�s�cally look bleak. We are also asking you as a
church right now to pray for us successfully making
this a ministry here at Centerville Presbyterian
Church. We as brothers and sisters in Christ can
make a difference in a foster care family’s life.

James 1:27 “Pure and genuine religion in the sight of
God the Father means caring for orphans and wid-
ows in their distress and refusing to let the world cor-
rupt you.”

If God is tugging on your heart to at least learn more
about this program and find out how you can help
make this possible here at CPC, please contact Lisa
Dutra and Jackie Sawyer via e-mail (include both of
us in the email please). You can also visit Foster the
Bays website: fosterthebay.org
Jackie Sawyer - jakkilongstokins@aol com
Lisa Dutra - lisadutra@comcast.net

_____________________________________________

Getting Through the Holidays Seminars
November 17 and December 8

With Marriage & Family Therapist Chelsea Hall

If you are fearful the holidays will be difficult for you
because of a loss, you are welcome to be a part of this
seminar which is designed to provide support and
strategies for naviga�ng the holidays amid the stress and
change of mourning. If you are interested, contact Polly,
by November 10. 510-793-3575 ext 19, or
pwalker@cpcfremont.org.

GET CONNECTED IN A LIFE GROUP!
Now, more than ever, we are craving connec�ons! Did you
know that we have over 150 brothers and sisters at CPC
mee�ng weekly in a CPC Life Group, some on Zoom and a
couple in backyards? If you are not yet connected in a CPC
Life Group, call or email the church office and they will
help you find one! 510-793-3575 x10; recep�on-
ist@cpcfremont.org

https://www.fosterthebay.org/welcome
mailto:mailto:jakkilongstokins@aol.com
mailto:mailto:lisadutra@comcast.net
mailto:pwalker@cpcfremont.org
mailto:mailto:receptionist@cpcfremont.org
mailto:mailto:receptionist@cpcfremont.org


Dear Friends,
We wanted to invite you to par�cipate in
our annual holiday outreach tradi�on this
year! We will be collec�ng boxes for
Samaritan’s Purse Opera�on Christmas
Child un�l November 13. Boxes can be
dropped off at the Church office Monday-
Friday 8:30am-4:00pm.
If you aren’t familiar with this program, this
is a tradi�on that has been ongoing for 27
years na�onally. Shoeboxes are filled with
goodies such as school supplies, toys, clothing, and toi-
letries. They are prayed for, then they are sent abroad to
kids around the world who do not have access to Christ-
mas presents or the gospel. Samaritan’s Purse volunteers
travel to share the good news with these kids, and share
God’s love and generosity with these gi�s.
To par�cipate, all you have to do is take a box and review
this checklist:

•Fill it with a “wow” toy and other gi�s
•Pray for the child who will receive your shoebox. We

encourage you to make a card or write a note!

•Include a $9 dona�on to cover shipping
for the box (cash in an envelope is pre-
ferred, a check that is wri�en out to
“Samaritan’s Purse.” Or you can pay online
and tape on your own label at: h�ps://
www.samaritanspurse.org/opera�on-
christmas-child/follow-your-box/
•Bring your shoebox back by November 13,
so that the Children’s Ministry team can de-
liver it to the shipping agency!

Here are some items you can donate:
•A “Wow” Item: Ou�it, shoes, musical instrument,

soccer ball with pump, stuffed animal, doll
•Toys
•Accessories
•School supplies
•Non-liquid hygiene items
•Personal note

It easiest to remember to give someone items that you
would like to receive! :)
Have fun and thanks for par�cipa�ng!
Children’s Ministry Team

Operation Christmas Child 2020

Our new digital online directory was
introduced in July and we have made good
progress with adding pictures and personal
profile informa�on. However we s�ll have
some work to do. If you have not added
your picture or personal profile informa�on
don't hesitate because it is very easy. Just go
directly to our CPC website: cpcfremont.org
and click on the DIRECTORY tab. Log in with
your ID and password and you are there. We
can help if you forgot this informa�on— just
give us a call—793-3575 or email

recep�onist@cpcfremont.org. CTRN also has a

valuable resource for us. When you log in, click
on the help tab and a variety of tutorials are
available.

Help us reach our goal of having everyone's
picture and profile online.

Thank you from the CTRN Photo Team—Pat Lum,
Dawn Tschaen, Polly Walker, Cheryl Wellcome

CTRN Online Directory



Join us for Sunday School via ZOOM during the Shelter in Place!

Sundays at 12pm, a�er the main service

Stay connected through our website, cpcfremont.org

For more informa�on, please contact Stephanie at
ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org

Centerville Kids’ Ministry exists to disciple kids to love
Jesus and His people, through equipping kids

with God’s Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body.

Stay Connected!
Hello CenterKids Ministry!

We may be physically apart during this �me, but
we are always united in Christ. Here are some
ways to stay connected with us:

Zoom Children’s Church on Sundays at
12 PM. You can ask for the access code by
messaging Stephanie at
ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org

Weekly updates with curriculum and
cra�s on our church website (under “Our
Ministries”)

Contact Stephanie at any �me via email
if we can assist your family with any
emergent needs

Sincerely,
The CenterKids Team

Our ministry is s�ll moving and thriving, with mul�ple
socially distanced Children’s Ministry events this November.

Praise Reports:

We are con�nuing Zoom service with families joining
regularly

Be on the lookout for Opera�on Christmas Child updates.

Par�cipate in the Opt Outside Family Hike on November
27th, a �me for fellowship and to appreciate God's
blessings.

Updates Due to the COVID:

We are working on what reopening will look like for
Children’s Ministry. Updates will be coming soon.

On October 11th, we learned how Jesus used parables to

teach and how Jesus’s teachings were some�mes hard to

understand but that He alone has the words of life. We

prayed that God would help us find life in Him and lovingly

obey His teachings even when we struggle to understand

them.

mailto:cpcfremont.org 
mailto:ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org


CPC Impact Youth Group

Join us for Impact every Wednesday night at church from 6pm-8pm!
Please wear a mask and bring a water bo�le for socially distant gatherings.
For more informa�on, please contact Chris at canderson@cpcfremont.org

Ministry Updates
We are mee�ng weekly on Wednesday
nights for Youth Group

• A�er going over student-chosen
topics, we have started reading and
learning the Bea�tudes together. On
the last Wednesday of each month we
watch a movie together, play games,
or enjoy other fellowship ac�vi�es!

• We are currently planning some
socially-distant events and ac�vi�es
for the winter season.

Veritas Young Adult Ministry
We exist to be a Christ-centered community that desires to grow and be transformed

through relationships, seeking the truth as we wrestle with doubts.

Our young-adult small group is still active and meeting at church for socially distant gatherings! We
meet Thursday nights from 7pm to 8:30pm. We are currently going over the book of Psalms and
spending time in fellowship. Contact Esther Lu at esther-

lu94@gmail.com for more details



Several years ago, I had the privilege of being a
mission conference speaker at Centerville. I
remember giving a lecture on Saturday morning
about the Buddhist world. Two days before I was so
surprised to see a window display in a Petaluma
bookstore en�rely devoted to Buddhist literature.
Yes, Buddhism is being exported around the world
but it is strongest in Southeast Asia.

I now have made two trips to Thailand, a country
whose popula�on is 90% Theravada Buddhist. I’ve
made one trip to Myanmar, next door to Thailand,
and I’ve traveled twice to Mongolia, where a form of
Tibetan Buddhism is prevalent. Fron�er Fellowship
is embracing a new vision to mobilize western
churches to come alongside indigenous partners
who are working to reach unreached Buddhist
people groups. Such work includes not only Thailand
and Myanmar but near neighbors: Cambodia,
Vietnam, Laos and Sri Lanka. And there are
Mahayana Buddhists in North and South Korea, plus
in China and Japan. And let’s not forget Tibetan
Buddhism in Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan and parts of
Central Asia, China and Siberia.

Although there are numerically more unreached
people groups within Islam and Hinduism, fewer
Christ-movements are found in the Buddhist world.
The church growth stories we hear from Muslim and
Hindu contexts seem to be rarer among Buddhists. I
spoke recently with a senior church leader in Sri
Lanka who said, “We need more resources devoted

to reaching Buddhists with the Gospel. We need
be�er missiology, more workers and more prayer.”
He con�nued, “Buddhism is difficult for outsiders to
understand. It is a ‘culture religion,’ meaning it
absorbs elements of every culture it inhabits and
some�mes even looks like animism.” Another
mission worker in Myanmar once told me,
“Buddhism is like a vacuum cleaner—it sweeps up
everything in sight and assimilates it into its larger
worldview and set of prac�ces.”

Would you join me and others in the Fron�er
Fellowship network who are beginning to focus
prayer into the Buddhist world. Would you consider
joining us on our next vision trip to Thailand and
Myanmar (we pray it happens in 2021—the year we

celebrate our 40th anniversary). My wife, Pam, has a
friend and former student who is a devout Buddhist.
I’ll call her Anna. She once took us to visit over a
dozen temples in Bangkok. She is a highly educated
professional and a wonderful friend. I admire her
academic prowess, her work ethic and her devoted
religious prac�ces. But she doesn’t know Jesus. She
doesn’t have the peace that Christ can bring or the
assurance that helps us deal with loss and death.
Will you pray for her and for Fron�er Fellowship as
we follow God’s call to partner with those who carry
Good News to the fron�er?

Thank you. May the Lord bless you in your new
chapter as you live into being blessed to be a
blessing (Genesis 12:3)!

With Pam in Thailand at White Temple

With Markos, one of my DMin students, from Ethiopia

Missionary Update
Rev. Richard Haney, Director Frontier Fellowship
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In-Person Worship Update
On October 13th, Alameda County was moved to the “Orange
Tier” of the color-coded four-�er Blueprint for a Safer Economy,
a color-coding system put in place to minimize the spread of
Covid 19. What does this mean for CPC and our in-person
Worship Service?

Beginning October 26th,, the new Tier will allow for Indoor
worship services up to 25% capacity or less than 100 people,
whichever is less.

In prepara�on for the opening of Indoor worship, our
Regathering team has developed in-person guidelines to allow

for a safe in-person experience. The Regathering Team will present to Session the guidelines and plans for worship at the
November Session mee�ng. At that �me, we will discuss the safety and wellbeing of our congrega�on and determine
when we will resume in-person worship.

When we resume in-person worship, On-line worship will con�nue to allow for our congrega�on that does not feel
comfortable or are unable to meet in person.

There will be a limit to how many will be able to a�end in person and there will be strict guidelines that all a�ending
must follow. Worship will not be as we knew it before Covid 19.

As always, our team and the leadership at CPC will con�nue to monitor and follow the Alameda County Guidelines with
our main concern being the safety of our congrega�on. More informa�on will be forth coming in the next few weeks.

If you feel the call to serve regarding the regathering efforts or have ques�ons, please feel free to reach out to Elder Chris
Chris�e at 510 585-8368

Blessings and con�nue to stay safe.

The Regathering Team
Elder Sponsor – Chris Chris�e

32nd Annual Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner
Newark Pavilion Parking Lot

Those who will spend the day alone or don’t have the resources for a dinner are welcome to come pick up
a tradi�onal Thanksgiving meal with all the trimmings. There will be no indoor sea�ng and ea�ng in the

parking lot will not be allowed. Everyone is welcome and no ques�ons are asked.

This is a joint project between many organiza�ons including Centerville Free Dining Room.

For more informa�on call League of Volunteers - LOV at 510-793-5683

https://www.cpcfremont.org

