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Did you catch the amazing prayer Carol Carter

prayed in Sunday Worship in April? “Lord, thank

you for bringing the na�ons to Fremont!” What

does that mean for you and me? We save �me

and money on airfare as we get to go on mission

with God! How? By crossing the classroom,

crossing the street or maybe the next cubicle.

Our classmates, co-workers, teammates, and

neighbors may never have heard the good news

of Jesus and God put them in your life and mine

so we could bear witness to our stories of God’s

work in our lives.

One aspect I truly love about

our congrega�on and com-

munity is our ethnic diver-

sity. But it’s not just the

amazing food and hospitality

we get to enjoy when the

na�ons get together, it’s the

extraordinary vision of that

future day when every tribe,

tongue and na�on will gather around the throne

of God for the ul�mate worship service around

God’s throne! (See Revela�on 7:9-12)

Sunday, May 23, we will get a preview of that

great day as we invite our Korean and Hispanic

nes�ng churches to worship together. We will

sing, pray and read Scripture in different

languages. If you have clothing from your

ancestral, or just a country you love, please wear

them to church that day. If you are worshipping

from home watching YouTube, please get

dressed in this way and send us a selfie of you or

your family!

This will be Pentecost Sunday. We will remember

how the Holy Spirit reversed the dispersion that

happened at the tower of

Babel when the Holy Spirit

and Gospel came to all the

na�ons gathered in

Jerusalem that day. God is

doing a new thing in our

midst and we are excited

about worshipping God to-

gether with our brothers

and sisters with whom we share this campus.

All Nations Sunday
May 23



As I write this, I have been the Senior Pastor here at
CPC for 263 days. April marks the end of my ninth
month as your pastor! I men�oned in church that I
feel like a baby who has just been born and is
mee�ng their family for the first �me in person! Last
year at this �me, we met on Zoom and now we are
mee�ng in person wearing masks. While it has been
a hard year, it has also been a good year of experi-
encing the overcoming grace of God. Sadly, many
churches are closing their doors. A friend of mine
was in a mee�ng recently where a leader in the
largest Presbyterian denomina�on in America made
a drama�c announcement. He said that 3000 of
their 9000 churches were closing their doors.

In humble gra�tude to God, I can say that our
church has been steady through this long Covid
storm. I cannot tell you how amazed I am by your
tenacity, ownership of the ministry, generosity, and
ability to learn. When we couldn’t meet together,
you learned how to Zoom. When we couldn’t gather
in person for prayer mee�ng or Bible study, you
gathered online. When we couldn’t pass the plate,
you s�ll gave through the mail or online. When Free
Dining couldn’t host indoors, the team thought out-
side the box and modified the ministry to con�nue
mee�ng crucial needs. Outdoor social distance life
groups also con�nued to meet.

We have much to be thankful for! Session has been
united, commi�ed and flexible. Our Deacons have
worked hard to care for our congrega�on. Our tech
team has navigated unforeseen challenges to help
our church stay connected in a digital world. And all
of our staff and volunteer leaders have remained
steadfastly commi�ed to their ministries.

While we all look forward to conquering the pan-
demic, and having increased freedom to gather, we

need to remember why we are here in the first
place. We don’t exist for ourselves. Life saving sta-
�ons search the stormy seas to save the lost. Our
church has survived this pandemic, and so many
other crises over the past 167 years, in order to be a
light in this community. We were lost, and Jesus res-
cued us. Knowing this Truth, let’s remain a light-
house, and con�nue to invite people to know Jesus
our Savior and rescuer.

Every great move of God begins as a movement of
prayer. We have been praying for our Muslim neigh-
bors for 2 weeks and we will con�nue praying
through our prayer guides un�l May 12. We are also
praying for our Oikos, our extended family, the peo-
ple God has strategically and purposefully placed in
our path. In the next month, would you ask others
to join you in prayer. Print out the Scripture below
and display it in a prominent place in your home.
Then pray through these verses everyday. Let’s look
forward to how God wants to answer our prayers.

Hebrews 10:23-25 - NLT
23 Let us hold �ghtly without wavering to the hope
we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his prom-
ise. 24 Let us think of ways to mo�vate one another
to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not
neglect our mee�ng together, as some people do,
but encourage one another, especially now that the

day of his return is drawing near.

Because Jesus made us Family,
Pastor Sam

We loved you so much that we gave you not only the
Gospel of God, but our lives as well, because you had
become so dear to us. 1 Thessalonians 2:8

Meeting My Church Family
Sam Kno�nerus, Senior Pastor



The April Session mee�ng with elders and staff was held on
Zoom. Mee�ng began at 6:40 pm with specific prayers for,
among other things: our Muslim neighbors during Ramadan;
excitement and inspira�on of Kingdom Assignments; ongoing
searches for Associate Pastor and YouthMinistry Director. The
official Sessionmee�ng started at 7pm.

Devo�onal
Pastor Sam opened with a brief devo�onal (Phil 4:10) on
prac�cing generosity, tying this into his sermon on
stewardship. Pastor Sam shared how one person with a
Kingdom Assignment has already started their work with
their funds. The mo�va�onal message is to not only be
decision-makers as elders, but disciple makers. As we
experience God’s blessings and leadership, we can con�nue,
in turn, to share God’s glory with others.

Old/Unfinished Business
This segment of the mee�ng included updates on the
church’s finances and the Centerville Townhomes Project.
Elder Larry Hsu was elected to serve as the second elder on
the Nomina�ng Commi�ee. The exci�ng updates on our
physical regathering on campus included a discussion on
ending drive-through communion and an update on the
Alameda County current orange �er and the impact on CPC.
Those needing in-home communion can contact the church
office and we will gladly assist in planning a home visit with
you. When Alameda County moves to the yellow �er, there
will not be a change in the 50% capacity rule or maintaining
social distancing of 6 feet. For those who con�nue to a�end
virtually, u�lizing YouTube will provide a stronger experience;
we will eventually move away from the Zoom pla�orm for
worship services. A new approach to the a�er-church Zoom
breakout group is in development. Stay tuned to your emails.

A new thank you card will be sent from Session members to
Elder John Frei from St. Andrew’s Presbyterian to express our
gra�tude for the gi� of a new canopy recently placed in the
grassy area on our campus. The sails will be installed shortly.

Staff Reports
Children’s Ministry Director Stephanie Samuelson provided
a wri�en report for on the children’s programs. We con�nue
to see an upward trend in a�endance of children on Sundays.
Specific requests for the children who have joined in the
ac�vi�es of the CPC Children’s Ministry and their families
for the planted seeds of God’s word to con�nue to bloom in
these lives. Stephanie also shared the impending re-opening
of the nursery so parents of young children can a�end the
church service in person. The You’ve Been Egged campaign
was a fun way to help reach children who are not a�ending
in person, as well as those who are a�ending, to help them
contact their Oikos. Prayers li�ed up to have the Holy Spirit
move adult hearts to teach Sunday School, even on a relief
basis.

Interim Youth Director Chris Anderson shared a wri�en
update on the March Spring Conference and the a�endance
for the movie night. Praise God for the Holy Spirit
awakening the awareness of God’s hand in these ever-
changing lives. Inclusion in worship and personal growth
have been requested for these young people.

Church Center/Planning App
Allows for ease with check-in; iPads generously donated
from Fremont Chris�an. Links direct user to volunteer
opportuni�es and emails will be sent to leader/coordinator
for specific service experience. Transi�oning from Clover
pla�orm to Church Center link and individual contact will be
made to help to this new method. A�endance and check-in
on this app will allow for immediate follow-up.

Tammy Sawyer
Mee�ng with Spanish church about returning to campus
and how to facilitate and partner with them in the future.

Pastor Sam
Grateful to Pastor Jim for pinch-hi�ng during Pastor Sam’s
recent medical emergency. Excited to see how God is
moving us forward and providing answers to prayers.

New Business
Muslim Prayer Guide was made available for download or
pick-up at the office for the season of Ramadan.

Will-wri�ng and estate planning webinar with Pastor Greg
Roth and Ray Carlisle from Thrivant on April 18. This may
become a kick-off event for annual planning of how to
weave budge�ng and kingdom generosity into our everyday
lives.

Receipt of new members is a �me for joy! Much gra�tude
to Pierre and Sydney Belanger for their never-ending
enthusiasm for welcoming and educa�ng six new members
into our church. (You can see who they are on the next page
in this Bell.)

Denomina�onal Items
Commissioners were elected for the May 14 Presbytery
Mee�ng: Ma�hew Jue, Pat Lum, Marilyn Khalaji, Cydne
Holte. Chris Chris�e will be an alternate; Norma Moore will
also be a�ending.

Commissioners were elected for the virtual June 22-25
General Assembly: June 24 (Yvonne Rhodes), Pat Lum and
Norma Moore will also a�end.

There will be a Pastors’ Retreat at Mt. Hermon October 5-7.

Closing

Tony Perez closed the mee�ng with prayer.

April 2021 Session Notes – by Elder Yvonne Rhodes



Our Newest Members!
We welcomed our new members on Easter Sunday. For six weeks they met with Pierre & Sydney Belanger

and learned more about CPC, what it means to be a Chris�an and a church member.
We are so happy to have you all!

Katelyn Bañuelos

Occupa�on: High School
English Teacher

Interests: Cooking, reading,
playing with her kids.

Glenroy Franklin

Occupa�on: Civil Servant, Notary Public

Interests: Walking, Bible study,
evangelizing, photography, reading

Evie Kno�nerus

Occupa�on: Pastor’s wife

Interests: dancing, watching
documentaries, baking (and
all things rela�ng to
hospitality)

Esther Lu

Occupa�on: Educa�on

Interests: music, reading,
hiking

Abhishek & Stephanie Samuelson

Occupa�ons: Engineer & Director of Children’s Ministry at CPC

Interests: Hiking



There is a song…
“I want to leave a legacy

How will they remember me?”

I think it is something we all contemplate from �me to �me.
Geri Biggs, long-�me former CPC member who passed away
March 28, definitely le� a legacy to which we can all aspire.
These are the thoughts about and memories of Geri I received.
There was a common message to them all, her love of the Lord
and her servant’s heart.

“Did I choose to love … Did I point to you enough … To make a mark on things”

Catherine Coon: Geri Biggs was a mentor to me before I even knew what a mentor was. She knew I loved working with
kids, and throughout my teens she affirmed that interest and created opportuni�es for me to be involved with children at
CPC. She was a wonderfully personal encourager and enabler.
She was the first person to ever ask me to speak to a group other than my peers. I was probably in my late teens when

she asked me to speak to a gathering of CPC women. That was far outside my comfort zone. However, Geri strongly en-
couraged me, and I agreed to speak. I don’t have much memory of the event, but that was the beginning of my speaking
“career.” I have probably spoken to groups a few hundred �mes since then.
Geri was also responsible for another crucial decision that set the direc�on for the rest of my life. Early in my final year

at San Jose State, Geri told me that she had always seen
seminary in my future. The idea of a�ending seminary had
never even entered my mind. Because it was Geri who men-
�oned it to me, I took the idea seriously and found myself
strongly drawn to the idea of studying theology. It was dur-
ing my �me at seminary that God changed the direc�on of
my life by calling me very clearly to overseas missions. As of
this past January, I’ve been with my mission organiza�on for
33 years, always focusing on impac�ng children through the
good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

My commitment to children and missions – and repre-
sen�ng both of these before groups of all sizes – in large
part reflects the touch of a very caring, encouraging, en-
abling, and loving mentor. That was Geri Biggs in my life.

Garre� Starmer, Former CPC pastor: My memories of Geri are full of gra�tude for the person she was, the ministry she
shared with me, and the friendship we developed. Geri’s heart-for-the-Lord always came first and was seen daily in her
ministry as my assistant and ministry partner (approx. 1984-91). I thank God for pu�ng her in my life for the ministry
shared and for her ministry with so many over the years. When I have thought about Geri over the years, a smile has
come to my heart!

Nancy Payton: I salute her as she was the FOUNDER (along with Julie Christensen) of our first CPC Women's Retreat ---
and look what a legacy we now have because of HER!
Regarding COACHES, she kept us somewhat in order!
And I was grateful for her FRIENDSHIP and support.



Sue Lambert: I have lots of lovely memories of Geri. She was a warm and nurturing person. She was one of the major
reasons I kept looking for excuses to hang out in the church office even long a�er I had moved away.

Lucille Coon: Geri was a very close friend, and I miss her very much. Geri and I became friends while we were both
teaching kindergarten Sunday School in the early
70’s. She invited me to BSF and when she became
Director of Youth Club I was her assistant.
Geri was ac�ve in UPW (United Presbyterian
Women) before we became Women's Ministries.
She had a heart for women and for planning pro-
grams to bring them together. She had discern-
ment for no�ng women's special gi�s and evoking
them in some way.
A�er she had led the first two retreats she was
reluctant to do a third. However, there was so
much pressure for another retreat that she agreed
to do it if someone would co-chair with her and

then that woman lead the next retreat. I said I would do it! Then when I was chair I asked Sandy to co-chair with me and
that was the beginning of two women leading each retreat. Nancy Payton coined the name COACHES (Co -chairs And
Chairs).
Geri's influence was greatly missed when she felt that she should pull back from involvement with women's ac�vi�es.

Sandy Je�: Geri was my mentor. I don't know how she got hold of me, but she never let go. She called herself
the hound of heaven. This was 50 years ago. She loved, encouraged, guided, supported and invited me. She was
full of wisdom and laughter. She modeled Christ-like behavior and when she fumbled, she laughed at herself,
and kept going. She taught me about balcony people, those who cheer us on from above We discussed which
part of a car we were. She was the headlights, looking ahead, planning and dreaming And the first of 41 retreats
was born She appointed herself the secret pal to my lonely adolescent daughter for a year of mystery and de-
light. Geri will be forever in my heart.

“I want to leave an offering
A child of mercy and grace
Who blessed Your name unapologetically
And leave that kind of legacy”

Janet Goodman: Geri was a great encour-
ager, beau�fully showing and sharing
Christ’s love. She imparted a love of Scrip-
ture and inspired others to develop spiri-
tual prac�ces that would enhance their
own as well as others’ lives. I have no
doubt she was greeted in heaven with,
“Well done good and faithful servant.”

Amen

Song: Legacy by Nichole Nordeman

(Comments compiled and edited by Cydne Holte)



Centerville Kidsʼ Ministry exists to disciple kids to
love Jesus and His people, through equipping kids

with Godʼs Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body.

Stay Connected!
Hello CenterKids Ministry!

We are excited to be able to gather in person again.
Children a�ending in-person service will begin with
their families at the 10:30 am service and will be
dismissed at 11:00 am for the children’s service.
Children a�ending through Zoom should be ready
for an 11:00 am children’s service. Contact Stephanie
for the Zoom link or for ques�ons regarding the
children’s service at ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org.

What to expect on campus:
Check kids in for the Children’s Service at the new
family welcome table located on the pa�o. We will
require children to wear masks throughout their
�me on campus, take temperature at event start,
sani�ze hands at event start and prac�ce social
distancing throughout their �me on campus.
At the 11:00 am children’s dismissal volunteers or
staff members will lead the children from the
Sanctuary or Video Venue to the educa�on building
for the 11:00 am children’s service. The child pickup
loca�on will be in the educa�on building and the
pickup �me is a�er service at 11:30 am.

Sincerely,

The CenterKids Team

Ministry Updates
Join Children’s Ministry for the following upcoming events
and invite your Oikos!

Saturday, May 22, 10:48amMystery Spot Family Ou�ng in Santa
Cruz. Children, Youth and their families and friends. Op�onal beach
picnic - pack your lunch and join us a�er the Mystery Spot for some
fun in the sand at the Santa Cruz Beach and Boardwalk.

Friday, June 4 Parents Date Night - Drop off the kids and enjoy
some �me for just the two of you! We will provide dinner and
snacks. Ac�vi�es include, game, cra�, music and short movie.
Contact Stephanie at ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org

Easter Egg Hunt

You’ve Been
Egged!

Families were
egged by
Children’s

Ministry and
were asked to
do the same to
their Oikos as a
way to share
Jesus with
others.

Palm Sunday Children’s Procession



CPC Impact Youth Group
Join us for Impact every Wednesday night at church from 6pm-8pm!

Please wear a mask and bring a water bo�le for socially distant gatherings.
For more informa�on, please contact Christopher Anderson at canderson@cpcfremont.org

Ministry
Updates

We are mee�ng weekly on
Wednesday nights for Youth
Group

Our end-of-month movie
night dinner was a blast! It
was a great �me of
fellowship with one another.

Building on the Spring
retreat, the students took a
spiritual gi�s test to see how
God has blessed them and
how they can worship Him.

Veritas Young Adult
Ministry

We exist to be a Christ-centered
community that desires to grow and be

transformed through rela�onships, seeking
the truth as we wrestle with doubts.

Our young-adult small group is s�ll ac�ve and
mee�ng at church for hybrid in-person gatherings
and Zoom sessions! We meet Thursday nights
from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Last month we helped

pull weeds for two of our congregants and
enjoyed a Mario Kart game night! Contact Esther
Lu at estherlu94@gmail.com for more details or

the Zoom link.

Experiencing Jesus • Authentic Community • Transforming Lives

We’ll be
celebra�ng
our High
School and
college graduates in June.
If that includes you,
please send a picture and
informa�on by May 14 to
bell@cpcfremont.org

https://bell@cpcfremont.org


Missionary Update
Submitted by Dennis & Linda Beck, Cru and

We are so thankful for your partnership!

"...always in every prayer of mine for you all making
my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day un�l now. And I am sure
of this, that he who began a good work in you will
bring it to comple�on at the day of Jesus Christ".
Philippians 1:4-6

For over 40
years, we have
been called by
the Lord to
“Win, Build, and
Send” mul�ply-
ing disciples into
the spiritual har-
vest with Cru
(Campus Cru-
sade for Christ).
We could not
have done it
without you!

There are mul�-
plying disciples in Eastern Europe and Russia faith-
fully serving the. Soon we will be turning over the
leadership of that ministry to Eastern Europeans, and
now we are turning our main focus on reaching and
discipling university faculty, who have a profound in-
fluence on the next genera�on. God is faithful. He is

using
you and
He is
sending
us
through
you.
This
past
year we
have

been mee�ng mostly through Zoom, discipling and
helping faculty see that they are SENT ones by the
Lord into the world of academia. We see faculty

turning the corner from being afraid to be too “Chris-
�an” on campus, to being lights for Christ in a very
dark place. Please con�nue to pray for open and
willing hearts as we reach out to minister to univer-
sity professors!

On a personal note, we are also excited to introduce
our first grandchild, who was born to Keli and Ma�,
who live in
Winston-
Salem, NC. Of
course, as
do�ng grand-
parents, we
love when we
are able to be
with him. We
joined the
ranks of many
grandparents
who had to
forego visits
with children
and grandchil-
dren because
of Covid precau�ons, but now with vaccina�ons, we
have had the joy of loving on him more o�en! We
also have our son, Bryan and his wife, Karissa in Min-
nesota, and Geoff and his wife, Kelli, here in Ohio.
Though they are not all close by, God has blessed us
with our growing family!

• Please pray for open doors for us to reach
professors on university campuses.

• Please pray for the Lord to give boldness and
protec�on to university faculty who are not
afraid to be a light for Jesus in their work-
place.

• Please pray for Cru leaders in Eastern Europe
and Russia whom God has raised up to take
leadership a�er we transi�on from our lead-
ership roles there.

Dennis and Linda Beck. Serving with Cru.
Dennis.Beck@Cru.org Linda.Beck@Cru.org

mailto:mailto:Dennis.Beck@Cru.org
mailto:mailto:Linda.Beck@Cru.org
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Sunday Morning Updates
Communion

As you know, we are now mee�ng in person for Sunday worship. We

are so grateful that so many of you have felt safe to a�end in person.

When we were unable to meet in the sanctuary, we offered drive-up

communion a�er church. With more people gathering for worship in

person now, we have very few (4) a�ending, so we have decided to

no longer con�nue serving communion via drive up. If you are

unable to a�end in person, or you just aren’t ready to be on the

campus in person, our Deacons are available to serve communion to

you at your home (social distanced). Please contact the church office

if you are interested.

Choir Ministry

Due to the Pandemic, we were unable to worship in-person un�l recently. Having choir as part of our

worship service has not been forgo�en! Under the current guidance, the worship team is to wear

masks and maintain six-foot distancing or without masks 10-12 � distance. With these restric�ons, we

are unable to accommodate a full choir into our worship format un�l the guidelines loosen. Session has

decided to con�nue with one blended service going forward which includes both tradi�onal and

contemporary music. When all restric�ons have been li�ed, we would like to bring back our fabulous

choir.

Thank you for your pa�ence and flexibility as we walk together in ministry during this pandemic.

We appreciate your understanding during these unusual �mes.

On behalf of Session, Chris Chris�e, Elder for Worship

Can You Help?

We are looking for volunteers to help with the Sunday Worship Check-in process. You would

be part of the “Wellness Team.”

It would require you to arrive at church around 9:45 am to help with administering

temperature checks, ushering, or checking in people on the computer. It is all very easy and

we would love to have you be part of the team. Our goal is to have enough people volunteer

so that we may begin a rota�on of the team on various Sundays.

Please contact Elder Chris Chris�e at 510 585-8368 if you are interested.

Thank you

https://www.cpcfremont.org

