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Centerville  
Presbyterian Church 

 

“Authen	c Community, Experiencing 

Jesus, Transforming Lives” 

2020 CPC Missions Weekend 

March 7 & 8 

 

“Blessed to be a Blessing at the End of the Street and 

Ends of the World” 

 
Saturday the 7th from 9:00-12:30, in Westminster Room,  Rev. George 

Carey will speak and we’ll hear from several CPC supported 

missionaries. We’ll end the ,me with a no-host lunch at a nearby 

restaurant, either Mumbai Chowk for Indian food or Fremont Afghan 

Kabob for an Afghan meal...your choice! 

 

Rev. Carey will preach on Sunday and he’ll interview long-,me friend 

Pastor Dennis Tarr so we can hear about his missionary experiences!  

 

Please wear clothes reflec'ng your 

culture on the 8th!  
 

encouragement 

and hospitality can help our CPC missionaries 

serving the Lord around the world. You won’t want 

to miss the 2020 CPC Missions Weekend in 

an,cipa,on of learning from a dedicated 

missionary pastor.  

 

If you didn’t sign up for Saturday, it’s not too late!   
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Some,mes when I’m traveling on an airplane and 

someone si9ng next to me asks me what I do, I tell 

them “I’m in the fire insurance business.” And when 

they probe a li;le further I say: “My business is to help 

people stay out of hell.” They usually laugh.  

But if our conversa,on begins to develop and they are 

seriously curious, I say: “I’m actually in the turnaround 

business. With God’s help, I try to encourage churches 

to rediscover their mission, to become a more vital, 

growing, and effec,ve force of ministry in their com-

munity and around the world, where lives are being 

transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit and they 

are making disciples of Jesus who are becoming serv-

ant leaders.” That’s what God has called me to do and 

that’s my prayer for CPC. 

So how does renewal and revitaliza,on happen? 

There are no simple formulas or steps to achieve con-

grega,onal renewal. It takes prayer and ,me – lots of 

prayer and lots of ,me. And lots of Holy Spirit crea,ve 

power! 

Overcoming the Fear of Change 

One of the first issues that needs to be tackled is the 

problem of fear. It has long been recognized that fear 

paralyzes organiza,ons as much as it paralyzes individ-

uals. That’s certainly true for churches. There are two    

essen,al fears that most congrega,ons face: 

The fear of too much change,                                                     

and                                                                                                     

The fear of too li.le change. 

The fear of too much change is the fear of being out of 

control, the fear that something important will be lost 

in the process. “Let’s not throw the baby out with the 

bath,” is an expression of this fear. It usually has to do 

with a few persons’ loss of control and power. 

We are in midst of enormous structural change in our 

country and around the world – change that is greater 

than the inven,on of the prin,ng press, greater than 

the 

of communism. With the advancement of new 

technologies and shiCing demographics, our world is 

changing so quickly we can barely keep track of what 

is happening, much less figure out how to cope or re-

spond. 

Yet change is at the heart of the gospel. The in-

breaking of the Kingdom of God always requires radi-

cal shiCs in values and viewpoints. And learning about 

these changes and adjus,ng to them has never been 

easy or automa,c for God’s people. Chris,an disciples 

through the ages have struggled to implement the 

command of Christ and the leading of the Holy Spirit 

to “make disciples of all peoples.” There seems to be a 

never ending set of excuses the church has developed 

to avoid the task of evangelism and witness. 

The Power of Prayer 

Jesus carefully reminded his disciples of the image of 

the vine and the branches: “Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me.”  [John 15:4]   Most of 

us tend to think this means to “keep believing and 

keep on working.”  But it really means much more like 

“stay connected to me as I have stayed connected to 

my Father.” And how do we stay connected?  Through 

faithful a;en,veness to prayer. 

The Church’s DNA for Growth 

In addi,on to prayer is the understanding that the 

church has an inborn tendency to grow. Growth is in 

its genes. Whatever the pathologies, every church has 

                                                      Con�nued on page 7 

Developing a Renewal Strategy for CPC  
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  Romans 12:2 

By Reverend Dennis L. Tarr 

Transi,onal Senior Pastor 
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Join us for Sunday School at the 9 AM and 11 AM services! 

Drop off and pick up: Educa'on Building  
For more informa,on, please contact Christy at cleeyim@cpcfremont.org 

Centerville Kids’ Ministry exists to disciple kids to love Jesus 
and His people, through equipping kids  

with God’s Word and forging life-giving relationships 
in the church body.  

This Month’s Prayer Request: Please pray for more teachers to step up to take part in our program! We still need  
committed teachers for kids nursery age to 5th grade. Please contact Christy if God is moving your heart to serve! 

2020 Memory Verse  
Challenge 

 

Have you heard? The children are in the middle 

of a challenge to memorize 10 verses over 10 

weeks to raise peanut bu;er for Free Dining! 

Please encourage your kids to par,cipate, and 

please pray for them as they sow the seeds of 

God’s Word into their hearts!  

May it bear much fruit for His Kingdom! 

Save the Date! 

 

The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled to be 

on Easter Sunday in between  

the two services.  

Please bring your kids (and a basket)  

to hunt for eggs in our courtyard!  

In Sunday School, we will decorate eggs 

to celebrate the resurrec,on of Jesus and 

the new life we have in Him! 
 

Registra,on link will be going out  

soon to parents. 



4 

 

February Session Notes by Elder Ma.hew Jue 

 

The February Session mee,ng began with prayers of praise to the Lord for bringing Transi,onal Pastor 

Dennis Tarr to CPC and for the honor Pastors Greg and Marsha received at the January Presbytery mee,ng. 

There were also prayers for more teachers for Children’s Ministry.   

 

For the devo,on ,me, Pastor Tarr read from Philippians 2 and reflected on Jesus’ model of leadership 

through humility.  

 

Under New Business, Tammy Sawyer was elected Clerk of Session for 2020. Session shared their areas of 

ministry and affirmed commi;ee appointments. Elder Jim Harrison from Session was selected to provide 

support and updates to the Board of Deacons and to hear their concerns. Elders Mon Teodoro and Lyne;e 

Erickson were elected to the Nomina,ng Commi;ee.  

 

Regarding Vision Implementa,on Session spent much ,me in s,mula,ng conversa,on discussing and 

reimagining our worship services. The Finance/Administra,on Commi;ee encouraged Session to provide a 

proposal so that budget changes can be made to fulfill the church’s vision.  

 

Elder Ken Schroeder provided the monthly update on the Centerville Pioneer Project (the townhome pro-

ject located on Bonde Way). Issuance of the City of Fremont’s Building Permit was imminent and process of 

preparing and execu,ng the City’s Affordable Housing Agreement was under way.  

 

Session discussed financial support for Hanford Presbyterian Church whose pastor is recovering from a 

heart a;ack. Other updates included the March 7-8 Missions Conference and a churchwide 30-Hour Fam-

ine fast scheduled for late April. Session received the commissioners report from the January EPC Presby-

tery of the Pacific Southwest (POPS) mee,ng that was held in San Diego.  

 

Staff reports included Impact Youth Director David Yim’s reports on the Youth Group and Youth Worship 

School. Associate Pastor Dennis Yim reported on Adult Ministries and the Women’s Ministry. Joe Linn pro-

vided an update on his work with the Centerian Choir. Tammy Sawyer reported on office equipment needs 

and gathering cost es,mates for various building maintenance projects.  

PANCAKE  
BREAKFAST 
 

   Sunday,  
March 22

nd
 

8 – 11 a.m. 
In the Dining Room 

 
Sponsored by Odd Fellows Lodge No. 1  to raise 

funds for the Centerville Free Dining Room.  
 

$10 for adults and $5 for children under 12.                                                                                                         
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit, OJ, coffee 

and milk will be served. 
 

Invite someone “unchurched” to our worship ser-
vices and they can eat free!  

More informa,on at the table.  

Opt in for  

the Bell 
 

As we move toward  

having more online 

presence, star,ng with 

the June newsle;er we 

will be sending the Bell out only to those who 

are without online access. If you would like to 

con,nue receiving the printed Bell by mail, 

please call Polly Walker at 510-793-3575 x19 

or email bell@cpcfremont.org. 
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Save the Date - APRIL 18 at 10 AM 

Westminster Room 
 
 RETREAT REFLECTIONSRETREAT REFLECTIONSRETREAT REFLECTIONSRETREAT REFLECTIONS    
 

Please join us as we gather to reflect on the our weekend  

together at retreat  

and how we came ALIVE, finding our Passion and Purpose! 

Come Alive! Living with Passion and PurposeCome Alive! Living with Passion and PurposeCome Alive! Living with Passion and PurposeCome Alive! Living with Passion and Purpose    

The 40
th
 Annual  

Centerville Presbyterian Church Women’s Retreat 

Redwood Chris�an Park ~ March 13-15, 2020 

 

We were craCed with a purpose! God             

has marvelous plans set aside for us 

from the beginning. (Ephesians 2:10) 

Set aside some ,me to celebrate God’s 

love for us and to fellowship with other 

women in the beau,ful mountains of 

Redwood Chris,an Park.  

Our speaker, Chris'ne Ingebretsen,  

will challenge us with how we can 

Come Alive and Live with  

Passion and Purpose!   
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Missionary UpdateMissionary UpdateMissionary UpdateMissionary Update    
Dennis & Linda Beck with Cru & International School Project    

You are having a world-

wide impact, changing 

lives through the Good 

News of Jesus Christ!  

Bill Bright, founder of Cam-

pus Crusade, said, “If we 

reach the family, we reach 

the world”.  

Since 2004, because of your 

faithful partnership, we 

have been equipping and 

training laborers in Eastern 

Europe and Russia to reach 

out into their communi,es 

through the felt need of 

marriage and family, 

 

Through your faithful prayers and support, we have 

seen God use over 300 leaders and volunteers in 14 

countries, who last year alone, reached over 10,000 

people with the gospel and trained over 600 new people 

in 117 ci,es. Hundreds have come to know the Lord, 

and marriages have been restored! Thank you for your 

faithfulness!  

From the beginning of our ,me working in Eastern Eu-

rope, we have been commi;ed to raising up indigenous 

leaders to take over our role. We want to introduce you 

to our leadership team, including a couple from Croa,a 

and one from Ukraine, who we pray will eventually be 

campuses to be a 

light for Jesus in a 

very dark place. 

Each year, increas-

ing numbers of the 

professors are tak-

ing steps of faith to 

be bold for Jesus. 

Last year, we held 

“A Common Call” 

Conference with 60 

in a;endance from 

7 campuses.  

Please pray for 

bold faith for these 

professors.  

We are true empty 

nesters now, and 

enjoying this phase of life!  We are not able to be to-

gether oCen, but last Thanksgiving we all traveled to 

North Carolina. Please pray for our adult children to 

con,nue to walk faithfully with Jesus.  

The best news of 2020 for us is 

that we have become grandpar-

ents! Li;le Carter Ma;hew 

Jones was born on January 13th 

to Keli and Ma;. We are thrilled 

to 

meet 

him 

the 

day he 

was 

born!  

Please 

pray for Carter to grow to love 

Jesus and walk with Him all of 

His life! This is our desire and 

prayer.  

 Your prayers and support are having an impact in the 

harvest field of families in Eastern Europe and Russia 

through FamilyLife as well as across classrooms in secu-

lar universi,es through our “Faculty Commons” profes-

sor ministry. 

Thank you for your faithfulness!  God is at work through 

you!   

If you’d like more frequent updates and prayer requests, 

please join our private Facebook ministry by searching 

for The Beck’s Ministry UPdates.  

Our Growing Family: (left to right) 
Keli & Matt Jones, (North Carolina); Geoff & Kelli Beck (Ohio)

Bryan & Karissa Beck (Minnesota) Dennis & Linda Beck 
(Ohio…and Eastern Europe, 4 months out of the year).  

Please pray for Davor & Sandra and Alex & Lena  
for their growth in leadership. 
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Con�nued from page 2 

a vital urge toward its own health and renewal. The 

reason for this is simple and profound. The church is 

the body of Christ. The very spirit of Jesus is at work in 

his church, always prodding and drawing it toward life 

and renewal. The Great Commission of Ma;hew 28 is 

s,ll the marching orders for the church where ever it is 

planted.    

Since this is true, and I’ve witnessed it in the twenty-

two churches I have served, it’s possible to iden,fy 

several principles for living out the divine plan in an era 

of change: 

1. God is Sovereign 

God knows the end from the beginning. He is never 

surprised. Belief in the sovereignty of God is a source 

of great comfort and confidence. We know that God is 

involved in history and that he will be the ul,mate vic-

tor no ma;er how circumstances may otherwise ap-

pear. This fact means that we are not responsible for 

the outcome. We are only responsible to God for obe-

dience and faithfulness. 

2. Christ Heads the Church 

Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church. (Ephesians 4:15-

16; 5:23-24). The church of Jesus Christ was founded 

by Jesus, is owned by Jesus, and is run by Jesus. It is a 

theocracy, and we are ci,zens under orders. We are 

stewards who have been entrusted with the care of 

that which belongs to Jesus. He has not abandoned the 

church to us. He is as ac,ve as ever. He controls, em-

powers, disciplines, and rewards. 

3. The Great Commission Con'nues  

The Great Commission in Ma;hew 28:19-20 con,nues 

today. It contains only one impera,ve in its original 

statement: “Make disciples!”  The organized church is 

a significant means for fulfilling Christ’s commission, 

but the commission was not to build the church. The 

commission is to make disciples who are characterized 

by obedience to all of Jesus’ commands. And the pow-

er for fulfilling the command was made clear in Acts 

1:8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-

lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” 

4. Church change is normal 

Changes are what the book of Acts is all about. At Pen-

2). 

When conflict came, the church adopted a new form of 

organiza,on to monitor money (Acts 6). The church 

that failed to spread its witness outside of Jerusalem 

according to the commands of Acts 1:8 was persecuted 

and sca;ered throughout Judea and Samaria in Acts 

8:1. The once unintegrated church added blacks – the 

Ethiopian in Acts 8:26-40. Peter was very reluctant to 

change the rules and tradi,ons for appropriate behav-

ior un,l God forced him to in Acts 10. The rest of the 

Book of Acts is all about the adapta,ons of the church 

to different lands, tradi,ons, languages, schedules, and 

people. Change in the church is normal. 

5. Emphasize Core Values during transi'on. 

If we are to stay strong, healthy and responsive to God 

in this period of transi,on we need to prac,ce daily 

the fundamentals of teaching, fellowship, breaking of 

bread, and prayer as the norms are described in Acts 

2:42. The same principle is applied in Hebrews 13. Look 

at the list of Chris,an norms: 

 1. Keep on loving each other as brothers and     

       sisters. 

 2. Do not forget to entertain strangers. 

 3. Remember those in prison and those who are 

      mistreated. 

 4. Marriage should be honored by all. 

 5. Keep your lives free from the love of money and 

      be content with what you have. 

 6. Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of 

      God to you. 

 7. Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange 

       teaching. 

 8. Through Jesus, offer praise and confession. 

 9. Obey your leaders and submit to their                 

       authority. 

 10. Pray. And when you are done praying, pray 

         some more. 

6. Trust God for the outcome. 

 All these principles add up to trust, for God is in 

charge, and we are ul,mately responsible to him. Since 

the results are his, we need not worry, knowing God 

always does his job well. 

 What an exci'ng 'me we have ahead of us!  

“And now to him who can keep you on your feet, stand-

ing tall in his bright presence, fresh and celebra,ng – to 

our one God, our only Savior, through Jesus Christ, our 

Master, be glory, majesty, strength and rule before all 

,me, and now, and to the end of ,me. Yes!”                             

                    Jude 24, 25 The Message 



8 

 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020, is the deadline for submi9ng ar,cles for the  

April 2020  “BELL” Newsle.er. 

Please submit to bell@cpcfremont.org 

All ar,cles submi;ed are subject to approval, edi,ng, and space availability. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  4360 Central Avenue 

 Fremont CA 94536 
 

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Fremont, CA 

PERMIT NO. 7 

CENTERVILLE 

March 29 combined service  

at 10:30am followed by a 

Catered Mexican 

Feast! 
 

A $10 per person suggested 

dona,on would be appreciated 

March 7 Missions Weekend  

March 8 Missions Weekend & Sunday Eats 

March 13-15 Women’s Retreat 

March 22 Pancake Breakfast 

March 29 One service at 10:30 & Sunday Eats 

Easter Week Services 

April 5 Palm Sunday Services at 9:00am, 

11:00am & 5:00pm 

April 9 Maundy Thursday service 7:30 pm 

April 10 Good Friday  service at noon 

April 12 Easter Services  at 9:00am, 

11:00am & 5:00pm 


