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That Sam I am

That Sam I am

We do so love OUR Sam I am

A mere descendant of Abraham

He made his way through Amsterdam.

Our PNC scored quite the grand slam

When they found our Sam I am

We do so love our Sam I am

Thank you

Thank you

Sam I am.

So Let’s Celebrate
Like we couldn’t last summer and have a

Samaversary

Yes, it is almost exactly a year since Sam became fam

So Sunday, August 22, following the service, let’s PARTY.
Be sure and save the date and start to think about what delicious dish

you will bring to share at our internationally-themed potluck.
Stay tuned for further developments.



What if we realized that every heartbeat and every
breath we breathe is a gi�? Imagine how different life
would be if we lived as if everything we have were simply
on loan to us from God? In reality, we are simply managers
of what our loving heavenly Father has entrusted to our care.

Our preaching series is called, “The Ships of the Church.”
Pastor Shawn Robinson from our sister church, Clayton
Community, started us off with Stewardship. His chal-
lenge and invita�on was to realize that God gave us each
a “Kingdom Assignment.” God has given you resources
and abili�es that are to be used for God’s glory. In case
you missed it, his applica�on was unbelievable! He asked
for volunteers from the congrega�on to stand if they
were willing to go on a “Kingdom Assignment.” Then he
entrusted 10 people with $100 each to prayerfully invest
as God directed them to build God’s Kingdom and then
share the story with the church within 90 days.

Michelle Yohanna was at church online that Sunday and did
not receive $100 from Shawn but was so excited about the
idea that she used her ownmoney to begin her Kingdom
Assignment! Michelle has been volunteering at Centerville
Free Dining for 15 years and cares deeply for the hungry
and homeless that come to our campus every week, so she
is determined to invite others into this mission.

Hi
I wanted to give you this $1 in hopes you can help

me with 2 gifts… As you may or may not know, I have
been volunteering at Centerville Free Dining room here in
Fremont for many years. I am hoping you will accept this
$1.00 to shop at a $1 Store for an item to give to one
of my diners. The pandemic has been hard on us all, but
particularly on them.

That would be gift #1. I also want you to experience
the joy it gives me! This is Gift # 2☺

Please buy whatever God puts on your heart. If you
need some ideas, here are some items I purchase: Canned
foods (soup, chili, tuna, sardines, fruit, ravioli), microwav-
able foods (ramen, mac n’ cheese), tuna pouches, peanut
butter, can opener, Bible, toiletries, feminine products,
socks. You can return to me anytime…

I chose you because I wanted to share my joy and
love for one another, especially during this crazy time.

If you don’t want to participate, then just keep this
from me to you. ☺ Michelle

What happened next was nothing short of incredible.
Before Michelle even got her 100 dollar bills out of the
bank, she shared the idea with her bank teller friend who
responded, “I want to do that! Can I help?” Co-workers
heard what she was doing and literally begged to par�ci-
pate! When she shared this story in our church service
recently she had given away $69 and $969 of food and
supplies poured in. Isn’t it interes�ng that Michelle’s
infec�ous joy of helping others has already turned a
1400% return. It reminds of the revolu�onary teaching
of Jesus:

Give, and you will receive.
Your gi� will return to you in full—pressed down,

shaken together to make room for more,
running over, and poured into your lap.
The amount you give will determine

the amount you get back.
Luke 6:38

The truth is that generosity is something God wants us to
experience because it changes us to be more like Him.
God’s generosity is what we experience through the
ul�mate sacrifice of Jesus made on our behalf. Every �me
we give, we declare that our trust is not in our wealth or
resources, but in God who freely gave us our salva�on,
and the ability to work. God is our ul�mate provider.
From Him comes every breath, every heartbeat, every
dollar.

Over the coming months we will share the stories of
those who went on a Kingdom Assignment and the won-
derful things God did. So how are you managing the
assets entrusted to you for God’s glory? Remember, you
are blessed to be a blessing. I can’t wait to hear your
story!

Because Jesus made us Family,
Pastor Sam

P.S. Please pray for Sara Mathew, Michelle and our in-
credible team of volunteers as they con�nue to share the
gospel in deed with our diners. Our chaplain team needs
prayer as they prepare to relaunch and share the gospel
in word and power as they listen, counsel and pray with
the precious people who come.

Kingdom Assignment
Sam Kno�nerus, Senior Pastor



CPC DEACONS DEVOTION
By Pastor Jim Schoon

Pastor Jim shared the following devo�on with the deacons at the mee�ng on June 14, 2021. What a great reminder it
was of what the Lord has done at CPC in one year.

KEY VERSE: PSALM 77:11-12
“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.

I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds.”

In going through the Psalms this year in one of my Wednesday night Bible studies, several themes kept recurring.

One of them was the theme of remembering what God had done in the life of the Israelites. The psalmist was
encouraging the people to remember what God had done in the past so they would be encouraged in their future.

◆ Looking back at God’s ac�vity would give them hope as they looked ahead.
◆ Someone has said, “Hope is the oxygen your soul breathes.”
◆ From our faith perspec�ve, remembering God’s work gives us hope that our soul breathes.

I want to go back almost one year to July 13, 2020. At that Deacons’ mee�ng, I presented to the deacons what I hoped
would be a word of encouragement as we concluded another year of ministry as deacons.

I recounted the considerable changes we as a congrega�on had experienced over the previous 3-4 years.

The basis for my words was Romans 8:28—

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.”

At that �me I said, “We stand on the threshold of a new era, for when we meet again, we will have a Senior Pastor
ordained and installed to God’s ministry at CPC, leading us in God’s vision for us. As we stand on the threshold of a new
era, God remains sovereign and will lead us into the future. We can count on Him…and He can count on us.”

A year later(June 14, 2021), we remember what God has done:
◆ Our pastor and family have moved into the neighborhood
◆ God has provided for Zoom and YouTube
◆ We have people from out of the area a�ending our worship
◆ We have the “oikos” theme in front of us
◆ There is a new canopy on our campus to serve us during special events
◆ On Pentecost Sunday we had a worship service celebra�ng all of the na�ons
◆ In our Deacons ministry we remember those we have contacted and brought the love of the Lord into their
cllllchallenged lives.
◆ Some of us remember names on our list that have gone to be with the Lord…we remember them, and we
rrrrremember the resurrec�on and Ascension of Jesus.

As we break for the summer, say along with the psalmist—
“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.

I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds.”

As you do, your souls will breathe the oxygen of hope.



The June Session mee�ng with elders and staff was held
on Zoom beginning at 6:40 pm with prayer for our min-
istries. Specific prayers for the new children and youth
that have joined us and their families, and prayers for the
families to con�nue to connect with each other outside
of church ac�vi�es. We prayed for the physical and emo-
�onal healing of our staff and congrega�on that have ex-
perienced physical challenges and loss. We also praised
God for His boun�ful provision of resources to build and
maintain our facili�es for His Kingdom.

Pastor Sam’s devo�on spoke about our Children’s Direc-
tor Stephanie and her husband, Sam, having a baby and
how important it is that future genera�ons come to
church. We have an opportunity with the thousands of
people in the surrounding apartments to come to know
Christ. We prayed that they will show up. As 1 Thessalo-
nians 2:8 says: “We loved you so much that we shared
with you not only God’s Good News but our own lives,
too.” How do we make disciples to make disciples? Sam
asked for the team to share some stories of how this is
working in our church. Stephanie shared about the ex-
ci�ng opportuni�es we have with working with the kids.
We were all challenged to con�nue the conversa�ons
with our neighbors in order to grow our Kingdom.

The Consent Agenda was approved which included the
approval to accept Interface Security’s bid to install up-
dated fire alarm, office burglar alarm, and new sanctuary
burglar alarm systems and authorized the use of Building
Maintenance Trust funds for these upgrades. The new
alarms are now installed.

A financial update was presented by Ma�hew Jue. He
spoke of our 2021-2022 budget process beginning and
how we are looking into the budget savings this year to
address the need for roof replacement, hea�ng/AC
replacement and solar op�ons in the next year.

Townhomes update was provided. Project is coming
along. Praises highlighted were as follows: Ini�ally it was
thought that the solar panels exceeded the published
design loads for the roof structure. A structural engineer
confirmed the roof structure can support the solar pan-
els. ACWD stated we owed $11K for the irriga�on water
hook-up fee. But because the irriga�on connec�on was a
“reloca�on” and not new there is no new connec�on fee.
The last tub/shower enclosure arrived. PG&E approved
electrical conduits passing through bio-reten�on area.
ACWD issued Condi�onal Acceptance for water meter

connec�ons. An�cipated comple�on of the townhomes
is middle of August 2021.

Chris Chris�e gave an update of the an�cipated California
opening and as of June 20 reserva�ons aren’t needed.
The service is no longer on Zoom but remains on
YouTube and the breakout group that met a�er the Wor-
ship Service on Zoom con�nues with volunteers hos�ng.
We are grateful that those that are unable to a�end in
person will con�nue to be blessed with fellowship of
others.

All Na�ons Sunday was discussed. Stephanie men�oned
that we had 24 children and 3 teachers for that Sunday.
It was difficult but the team was able to pivot and suc-
cessfully provide a fun and meaningful children’s min-
istry. Session was grateful that we were able to engage
with our fellow congrega�ons from the Hispanic and
Korean Churches.

Chris Anderson provided an update on High School Min-
istries. Chris spoke to how the students are ac�vely
responding during lessons and par�cipa�ng more during
small group �me. He men�oned that the student’s hearts
are blossoming for prayers and that they are more willing
to share prayer request with each other and the leaders.
A real desire for community and fellowship is among the
team! He said the May movie night was one of the high-
lights last month. The students enjoyed the fun campi-
ness and walked away with some strong messages of
finding joy through God’s grace. Please pray that the stu-
dents feel like part of the church family. Grads were hon-
ored on June 16th. Chris will be moving on and leaving for
UC Davis. His last day will be July 11th. We are so grateful
for the wonderful way Chris has shepherded his students
and the blessing he has been to CPC. We will miss him
greatly.

Stephanie updated us on the Children’s Ministry. We are
looking for an interim Director while Stephanie goes on
maternity leave. The Oikos Principal is growing in Chil-
dren’s Ministry as the children have been learning about
the great commission and how to reach those around
them. Stephanie also shared that she is grateful for the
sharing of the gi�s of our congrega�on–Cheryl Perez
shared sign language, Catherine Coon shared her life as a
missionary and Ken Schroeder sharing his carpentry skills
with the children.

con�nued on next page k

June 2021 Session Notes – by Elder Chris Chris�e
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Tammy Sawyer gave an update that included the change
in the spelling of the “Centre Building” (Gym) to the
American English spelling of Center. Back in the day when
the building was being built, the team at the �me chose
to use the Old English spelling of Center. The current Ses-
sion and Staff felt it would provide a clearer understand-
ing for the purpose of newcomers if the Center was
spelled the way we all know it to be spelled today. She
also shared that a luncheon will be held in honor of Julia
Knutson to celebrate the many blessing she bestowed on
CPC. She will dearly be missed.

Pastor Sam gave a brief update on his mission work and
the financial support gratefully provided from a founda-
�on, called Bridges. The funds from Bridges will go to
support the Community Transforma�on efforts at CPC.
Pastor Sam is working in the community to develop lead-
ers, disciple making and coaching. His efforts will also in-
clude reestablishing the Chaplaincy work with Free Din-
ing. May 16th 30 people from the small groups gathered
to share their dreams of the Future Church. More gather-
ings will be conducted to get the congrega�on’s thoughts.

Pastor Sam has also been mee�ng with other local EPC
churches and local community churches in the area. He
spoke to the divine appointment of Ray Carlson. The �m-
ing of his interview at the beginning of the week for
Memorial Day and the passing of Ray the Saturday prior
to the showing of the video at Sunday’s service was how
God had planned it. We are so grateful that we had the
opportunity to interview Ray. He was such a blessing to
CPC. Pastor Sam reminded us of the “SALT” acronym that
will help with mee�ng new people. SCHOOL – where did
you go? ACTIVITIES – what are your interests? LEISURE –
What do you do? TAKE – introduce them to someone
else.

New Business – The Associate Pastor for Family Life min-
istry responsibili�es was approved. A team of Elders and
Deacons will be available for prayers, with the congrega-
�on, a�er services on Sundays. Discussion was held re-
garding the pews in the Sanctuary. Tony Perez will look
into the feasibility and cost of replacing the pews with
comfortable chairs allowing for flexibility in worship
setup.

Cydne Holte closed us in prayer.

Grandparen�ng Summit
Save the date!

October 21-22, 2021, 9:00am - 4:30pm
Simulcast in Alameda

CULTURE SAYS…it’s �me to take it easy and enjoy spoiling your
grandchildren.

SCRIPTURE SAYS…grandparents are called to a greater level
of influence. “Teach them to your children and to their
children a�er them.” Deut. 4:9

AS A CHRISTIAN GRANDPARENT
• You are important to your grandchildren
• You are in a unique posi�on of influence
• You can build and grow rela�onships with your family

When you a�end this conference, you will:
• Learn prac�cal lessons and ideas from an incredible

lineup of speakers
• Find spiritual inspira�on to grow in and fully embrace

your spiritual role
• Gain a community of other grandparents who value

their spiritual legacy

For more informa�on and to register:
h�ps://legacycoali�on.com/summit/

Let us know if you are going.
Email recep�onist.cpcfremont.org

Community Outreach
Here is a great opportunity
to learn something new, to
bless others, and to share
the Good News with our
Afghan neighbors! And it
will be on our CPC campus!

Afghan American Church
will be our guests on

campus Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:30pm-5:00pm,
beginning in September with a program to bless the
immigrant community in our neighborhood by helping
women learn English, providing homework help for their
kids, and doing childcare for the younger children to
allow the mothers to focus on their lessons. This is a
great way to help the community to become
comfortable coming to a church and interac�ng with
Chris�ans (and vice versa for the volunteers) and to
share the gospel with our neighbors through prayer,
short stories, and rela�onships outside of class.

Be watching for more informa�on on volunteering
(teens as well as adults) for homework club, childcare
and adult ESL teachers.



When l interviewed Ray Carlson in early January 2017, he
told me he was going to be 95 years old January 19. He
grimaced when he said 95. Being a part of the elderly
popula�on, I laughed and said, “Yeah, Ray, did you ever
think you would be 95?" One does not think about be-
coming old, old. You usually don't get to thinking about
being older than 60. A�er talking to Ray, I decided l will
wish him a "Happy Birthday" and also say “Well Done”.

Ray is a na�ve Californian. He was born in San Francisco.
His family moved across the bay to Berkeley when he was
18 months old. He lived in Berkeley going through the
school system from elementary through high school. A�er
gradua�ng from high school, he went to Business College,
learning accoun�ng skills. He then got a job in San Fran-
cisco with a box lumber company. The company trans-
ferred him to Salinas, California, and that is where he met
his future wife, Virginia. I asked Ray how he met Virginia.
He told me he was living in a house with some other col-
lege-aged men, and Virginia's aunt cooked their meals.
Virginia went to the house to help her aunt with the
dishes. This also gave her the opportunity to meet these
college-aged boys. Ray and Virginia met in the kitchen.
Ray and Virginia were married for almost 70 years. Vir-
ginia passed away forty days before their 70th anniversary.

Ray was working in Salinas, but he wanted to enlist in the
Air Corp. He needed his father's permission to do so. Ray
was not 21, and so needed his dad’s signature on a piece
of paper saying he could join the armed services. Ray's fa-
ther felt Ray would not be dra�ed and didn't want to sign
that paper. When the United States was a�acked on De-
cember 7, Ray's father agreed to give his permission. Ray
joined the Air Force in 1942.

The Air Force gave Ray and other enlistees ap�tude tests.
They wanted pilots, bombardiers, and navigators. Ray's
test qualified him to be a pilot. He was sent to Santa Ana,
Visalia and Lemoore, CA for flight training — 90 days at
each loca�on – and learned in a nine-month training pe-
riod how to fly a B-25 Mitchell Bomber twin engine plane,
which was propeller driven. He received his wings on Jan-
uary 3, 1943. The B-25 bombers went to Africa, Italy and
the South Pacific. Ray did not go to Africa, Italy or the
South Pacific. The Air Force wanted him to be an instruc-
tor and teach young air cadets. They kept him here in the
United States.

I think
God
wanted
Ray
and Vir-
ginia to
get to-
gether.
Ray
courted
Virginia
and she
agreed
to wait
for him
un�l
the war
ended.
They
did not have to wait that long. He was given a leave from
LaJunta. He went to Salinas and married Virginia in the
First Bap�st Church. Ray said, "Virginia was almost 19 and
l was a ‘mature’ 22. By the age of 22, Ray had learned to
fly a B-25 Mitchell Bomber, was teaching air cadets to fly
their B-25 and had married his one true love. In LaJunta,
Colorado, and on her 19th birthday, Ray gave Virginia her
first airplane ride. He was the pilot.

l learned the following about the B-25 bomber. It weighed
40,000 pounds plus fuel. lt had an 1,800 horsepower Pra�
and Whitney twin engine plane. The B-25's were made by
the North American Avia�on Company and 11,000 planes
built.

Ray said during the training period and while he taught
there were accidents. He was scheduled to take a cross-
country trip with some students. Because he had been
with them on a previous cross-country trip and found
them capable, he told them to go without him. When
they took off, they lost an engine and crashed. Ray told
me that the torque from the other engine was so severe
that the pilot could not control the plane. Ray would have
been killed. God keeps working in this man's life.

When the air base in LaJunta closed, Ray was sent to Lin-
coln, Nebraska. Then shortly before the end of the war,
ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccCon�nued on next page k

Honorary Tribute to a Man with a Legacy
Betty Clark wrote the following for the February 2017 Bell. A reminder of the life of our beloved long-time member Ray Carlson

who went to be with the Lord May 29.



oCon�nued from previous page
pilots, bombardiers, and navigators were sent to
Greenville, South Carolina. The pilots were to get a crew
of six men and learn how to handle that crew. This was to
be done in 90 days and then they would go overseas. For-
tunately, the war came to an end.

Ray and Virginia went to Salinas when he was discharged.
The job he le� when he enlisted was there for him. They
lived in Salinas for twelve years, Ray working in the ac-
coun�ng department, and then moved to Newark be-
cause the company transferred him.

It was in the early 60's
when they joined Cen-
terville Presbyterian.
Ray and Virginia were
deacons and par�ci-
pated in Bible classes
and church ac�vi�es.
Ray is a gardener of
renown. Besides the
vegetables and flowers
he grew in his garden,
he had a variety of
fruit trees. I knew he
had apricot trees (he
had two different
types) because Virginia
made good apricot
pies with the fruit
from their trees. Ray

s�ll has access to this yard and trees. This good man sold
his and Virginia's home to a granddaughter at an afford-
able price. He also favored another granddaughter with
his car, "because she was driving a clunker." Ray is a proud
family man. He and Virginia raised three children, a son
and two daughters.

His daughter Patricia lives in Fremont and keeps an eye on
her father. She is a nurse prac��oner. His daughter Janet
is a happily re�red teacher who lives in Riverside, and his
son is an electronic engineer and lives in Napa. He has five

grandchildren and
four great grandchil-
dren.

When I have been
asked to write an ar�-
cle about a member
in our church, I have
been blessed. I have
come to know very
good people, and Ray
Carlson is a fine exam-
ple of a good man.
You will be reading
this paper a�er Ray’s
95th birthday on Jan-
uary 19, but it is never
too late to wish him a
good year. May his
95th year be filled
with many blessings.

FEAR NOT, FOR I AM W ITH YOU.
IS AIAH 41:10

Faith
over
Fear

TWOWomen’s Ministry Events!
Pokka Dots & Lace
Saturday, July 24 • 11:00am-1:00pm

Lunch, Fun & Fellowship
For women, mothers, daughters, friends and Oikos contacts.

Elegant Box Lunch provided. Dona�on $5
Sign up on Church App/Registra�on and look for our table on Sundays.

One Day Fall Retreat
Saturday, September 25, 2021

We’ll have a speaker talking about Faith Over Fear, worship, food
and fellowship! And FUN, of course!!!

More info will be coming later!



Dear Centerville Presbyterian Church,

We would like to say thank you to CPC for all of the love and support that has
been shown to us. When we first came to CPC we were welcomed by many
friendly deacons, elders and others. Because of the welcoming nature of CPC and
the fellowship, we have stayed. We are excited to raise our baby in such a loving
faith community.

Thank you all very much for the lovely baby shower and all of the gi�s that you
have blessed us with. We were overwhelmed by the love and support that you all
have extended to our family. Thanks for invi�ng us into this faith family and for
being such a welcoming place. We can’t wait to introduce you to all to your new-
est family member when he is born.

Love, Abhishek (Sam) and Stephanie Samuelson

A Shower of Blessings!
June 13 we gathered a�er worship for a baby shower for Children’s Director Stephanie
and her husband, Abhishek. Cydne Holte and Lauri Howard did a great job planning,
decora�ng and hos�ng the fun event.



Centerville Kidsʼ Ministry exists to disciple kids to
love Jesus and His people, through equipping kids

with Godʼs Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body.

Stay Connected!
Hello CenterKids Ministry!
We are excited to be able to gather in person
again. Children a�ending in-person service will
begin with their families at the 10:30 am service
and will be dismissed at 11:00 am for the
children’s service. Children a�ending through
Zoom should be ready for an 11:00 am
children’s service. Contact Stephanie Samuelson
for the Zoom link or for ques�ons regarding the
children’s service at
ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org.

What to expect on campus:
Check kids in for the Children’s Service at the
new family welcome table located on the pa�o.
Preregistra�on no longer required.

At the 11:00 am children’s dismissal volunteers
or staff members will lead the children from the
Sanctuary to the educa�on building for the
11:00 am children’s service. The child pickup
loca�on will be in the educa�on building and
the pickup �me is a�er service at 11:30 am.

Sincerely,

The CenterKids Team

Ministry Updates

Parent Date Night Fun
CPC Kids and friends enjoyed playing lots of different games
while their parents were on a date night.

Children’s Ministry is looking for people who are passionate about Jesus to
throw their hearts and souls into ministry for the next genera�on. If that’s
you and you are interested in serving our community’s children by sharing
the Gospel with them, please contact Stephanie Samuelson at
ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org to explore opportuni�es to serve.

The church nursery is now

open! Parents and

guardians are welcome to

drop their kids of at the

Education Building with

Children s̒ Ministry

volunteers during children s̒

dismissal or are welcome to

use the nursery as a quiet

space during the service.



CPC Impact Youth Group
Join us for Impact every Wednesday night at church from 6pm-8pm!

Please wear a mask and bring a water bo�le for socially distant gatherings.
For more informa�on, please contact Christopher Anderson at canderson@cpcfremont.org

Ministry Updates

• Last month at Impact we
celebrated our graduated
seniors, Ian Pagador and
Jennifer Tofft. Please pray for
them as they move on to
college!

• We no longer require masks
at Impact or taking
temperatures when students
arrive as California reopens!

• We will s�ll be mee�ng on
Wednesday evenings during
summer and will be
switching off between
lessons and fellowship
nights.

.

Veritas Young Adult Ministry
We exist to be a Christ-centered community that desires to grow and be transformed through rela�onships,

seeking the truth as we wrestle with doubts.

Our young-adult small group is s�ll ac�ve and mee�ng at church for hybrid in-person gatherings and Zoom
sessions! We meet some Thursday nights from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Check the church app calendar or

h�ps://cpcfremont.org/welcome/calendar-of-events to see the schedule. We’ve spent the last month leading
our own discussions on current events viewed through the Gospel and had a social-distanced dinner together!

Contact Esther Lu at estherlu94@gmail.com for more details or the Zoom link.

Experiencing Jesus • Authentic Community • Transforming Lives



I first came to Centerville Presbyterian Church as a 5th

grader. Before the pastor from my previous church moved
to Korea he made a list of churches in Fremont that had a
similar denomina�on and a Children’s Ministry. He
wanted to ensure my family, especially my brother and I,
would be in a loving community to grow our faith. And
that was exactly what we found at CPC. My family was
used to tradi�onal hymns, so we usually a�ended the
second service where I was a part of the combined Bible
study class with kids from every age. On the rare occasion
I managed to wake up early enough for the first service,
I would join Bible Study with the other 5th graders and
then a�end the second service with my family.

A�er joining a summer retreat with my middle school
friend’s church, I began regularly a�ending his church and
youth group while my parents were s�ll a part of CPC.
I stayed there and a�er gradua�ng high school, I started
serving the youth group as a Bible study teacher to 6th, 7th,
and 8th graders. It was at this church that I met the previ-
ous Youth Director, David Yim, and when he asked me to
come to CPC with him to serve at Impact, I was excited for
an opportunity to be at church with my family again and I
happily agreed.

While a�ending service and volunteering at youth group,
I also discovered a heart for the same Children’s Ministry
that supported me when I was young. A�er volunteering
as a teacher/helper, I was asked by the Children’s Director
to work as the ministry intern. Un�l then, I had been
working at PetSmart and spending any free �me at church
to serve or prepare. And the idea of working for what I
loved was so exhilara�ng that I agreed almost immedi-
ately. My �me with the Children’s Ministry was filled with
so much joy and I saw God’s transforma�ve power work-
ing in the students’ lives. Whether it was memorizing a
long verse, remembering past lessons that were related,

or sharing stories from their
lives, there were so many
calls for celebra�on and
praises to God.

I had been volunteering in
youth groups for 5 years since gradua�ng high school, and
with the sudden transi�on last year, I graciously accepted
the role of Interim Youth Director. It was my first �me as a
leader and not as a helper or assistant, and I was already
feeling burnt out within a few months. I was enrolled in
22 units at school, and it was hard finding balance be-
tween youth group, college group, and Children’s Min-
istry. I am so thankful to the staff and congrega�on for all
their support. I was encouraged and upli�ed by my fellow
staff members, guided by my elders, and received many
prayers. I am even more grateful to Stephanie and Esther
for taking over Children’s Ministry and the college group,
respec�vely, and not only leading them, but growing the
ministries as well. With their shouldering and all the sup-
port I received, I was able to focus on serving the youth
students and finish my classes with A’s.

This coming fall, I will be transferring to the University of
California, Davis, to pursue a degree in Psychology with
the intent of a�ending Seminary for Chris�an counseling.
While I will s�ll be a�ending CPC with my family, on July
11 I will be formally stepping down as the Interim Youth
Director. I have complete faith that God will provide the
perfect candidate to lead and grow the youth group in our
community. I have learned so much and have felt even
more loved during my �me here, and I am so grateful for
the opportunity to serve the church and ministries that
gave so much to me when I was younger. This is not a
goodbye, but a “thank you” and a “see you soon.”

Sincerely, Christopher Anderson

Our Losses...Heaven’s Gain

Julia Knutson - May 27 Ray Carlson - May 29

Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.

John 11:26

Movin’ On



Missionary Update
Gree�ngs from Simon and Becky Zeigler in Davis, California!

As an organiza�on, ISI (Interna�onal Students, Inc) has existed since 1953, providing welcome to interna�onal students
in the US, but also discipling interna�onals to be disciple-makers during and a�er they complete their educa�on. Since
most who get advanced degrees are not serving in voca�onal ministry, but as “tentmakers” or leaders in society, in jobs
and arenas where Jesus followers may be few, we are realizing that we can do be�er to mentor them to be salt and light
in their areas of influence.

The relevance and power of the gospel shows through their lives, but equipping for this unique calling is needed, other-
wise the pressures of the world and lies of the enemy are likely to discourage and overwhelm them. Who best to equip
future leaders in these areas than leaders themselves who are pu�ng their faith to work in the workplace, family and
society in crea�ve ways! That’s what ISI has designed the World Changers Conference to do which just had a second
conference June 21-26. Take a look at the culturally diverse line-up of speakers and their topics: (worldchangersconfer-
ence.org)

Please pray for the 47 interna�onal student believers who gathered in Colorado for the week as well as 28 speakers and
ISI staff workers from around the country as we support this effort. Sadok from Burkina Faso flew out with Simon.
Please pray for the Lord to empower him for a life on mission with Christ!

We have also been working with the senior leadership team in our organiza�on to dra� a five-year Ministry Plan to
guide us. These are the 8 priori�es that we have come up with—please pray for us as we put specifics to each of these
areas and endeavor to see every interna�onal student befriended, led to a personal rela�onship with Jesus Christ, and
discipled for His service—to impact every na�on with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Prayer Collabora�on Communi�es Global Reach
Churches Innova�on Returnee Impact Equipping & Mentoring

Thanks for your con�nued prayers, support and words of encouragement.

Simon and Becky Zeigler
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Remembering Julia Knutson
Our dear friend and staff member, Julia Knutson, ascended into the hands of her savior Je-
sus on May 27. Julia worked at CPC as our Accoun�ng Assistant for over 15 years. We
grieve her passing but, we are comforted knowing she is in the heavenly realms with the
Lord and that one day we will all meet again.

She chose not to have a memorial, but Staff felt that a special luncheon of her favorite
Mexican cuisine and a personal sharing �me of memories would bless her and bless us.
Staff invited two of her long-�me friends and niece to be part of this remembrance �me. It
was an honor to have them present. Here are some of the memories we held in our hearts
for Julia.

Janet Goodman introduced Julia to Sally Suryan when CPC was looking for an Accoun�ng
Assistant. Everyone hit it off and she was hired March of 2006.

She was an accountant extraordinaire, always giving glory to God in anything and everything she touched. No ma�er
what was going on in her life, Julia always came back to the solu�on – “What is the Lord trying to teach me?”

She loved to travel and had great adventures with her friend Diane. She was afraid of heights, but it did not stop her from
going on a tram up a mountain side in Alaska; however, she laid on the floor the en�re trip. Now that takes courage! She
had a special fraud free pen to sign checks. This pen never le� her sight. If you held it too long, she would chirp in right
away “May I have my pen back?”

When there was something tragic going on in her life and tears would well up, she would end the conversa�on with, “But
the Lord is good, ya know, ya know.” Yes, always ending with two ya knows.

She was a fashionista, always dressing in classy a�re. We would ask her how many closets she had at home because she
wore a different ou�it every day. Not a hair out of place. Make-up perfectly applied. You would never guess how old she
was. That, dear friends, is top secret!

She loved chocolate, so our dessert had
to be chocolate and, to make it extra
special, it came from her recipe file.
Thank you, Polly Walker!

Julia was indeed a finisher even up to
the point that she le� CPC for medical
treatment. Her tasks were completed in
advance as if she knew �me was running
out. Julia, you finished the race with dig-
nity and grace. We hope the table that
was set before you by Jesus Christ was
filled with all the food you were unable
to eat on this earthly plane.

God Bless you, Julia, for you made our lives so undeniably rich with your presence.


