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We’re so excited!!!!

Our new Senior Pastor Sam Knottnerus will be with us this summer!
He passed his ordination exam with EPC Pacific Southwest Presbytery
and we will be ordaining and installing him on August 9 at 5:00pm.
Thanks to all who participated in our first ever virtual congregational
meeting in which we voted to accept him as our Senior Pastor!
The Knottnerus family will soon be Knerus!!!!
Praise God!

Why Did Jesus Talk so Much About Money?
Reverend Dennis Tarr, TransiFonal Senior Pastor
Have you ever felt that the church
talks too much about money? Be honest. If you feel
that way, you will probably have a hard <me with
Jesus because He talked about it all the <me! Site
fact, if you look at a Bible that highlights in red every
word that Jesus spoke, about half of what He said was
about riches and the use of our money.
Have you ever wondered, of all the things that
Jesus needed to address in His brief three years of
ministry, why He spent so much of His <me talking
about money and wealth?
Jesus was passionate about the topic of money
because He was concerned about the power it has
over our lives. My grandfather used to say to me:
“Dennis, money isn’t the most important thing in life,
but it’s way ahead of whatever is in second place.”
Most of us have been trained to feel that way, and it’s
the great tempta<on.
Jesus saw the love of money and material wealth
as the greatest danger, snare and stumbling block to
entering the kingdom of heaven. In MaGhew 19:23
he said: “How hard it is for a rich person to enter the
kingdom of heaven.” When His disciples heard this
they were shocked because they always thought
prosperity was a sign of God’s blessing. Isn’t that
what most of us think?
Again and again Jesus named the love of money as
the greatest threat to our spiritual welfare.
It is a compe<ng master: “You cannot serve God
and wealth.” (MaGhew 6:24)
It is like a bunch of thorns that takes over good
soil and chokes out God’s word. (Parable of the Soils,
MaGhew 13:22)
Riches can keep us from following Jesus. (Rich
Young Ruler, MaGhew 19: 16-22)
According to Jesus, if you want to know how you
are doing in your rela<onship with God, look at what
you are doing with your money.
So what should we do about this great
tempta<on? Down through the ages God’s people
have learned a number of prac<ces that can help us

with this stumbling block to a deeper faith. Here are
four historical teachings and prac<ces that are
essen<al for all disciples as we work to keep money
and wealth in its proper place:
1. Stewardship — Stewardship is the
understanding that everything I have belongs to God
and has been entrusted to me to use in a way that
would please God (MaGhew 25:14ﬀ). We will all be
held accountable for what we do with what we
have.
2. Tithing — Tithing is giving the ﬁrst ten percent
of my income to the work of Christ’s kingdom. It was
prac<ced by Jesus and those who followed the Old
Testament Torah and s<ll remains a basic guide for
covenant living (Levi<cus 27:30; Malachi 3:8-10;
MaGhew 23:23-24).
3. Detachment — Jesus taught a basic detachment
from things and a complete aGachment to God. He
called all of His disciples to a life of self-denial and
self-sacriﬁce that frees us to follow Him anywhere. “I
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” (Philippians
3:8)
4.
Generosity – Generosity is the greatest an<dote
to greed, materialism and aGachment to things. It is
named as one of the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:20) and
a sign of maturity in followers of Jesus.
Every one of us who are seeking to follow where
Jesus leads us will be learning and growing in these
four areas. If you feel you are far from understanding
and prac<cing any or all of these guidelines, take
heart. Jesus always meets us where we are and takes
us forward from there.
The reason Jesus talked so much about money is
because it is the most signiﬁcant indicator of where
our hearts are (MaGhew 6:21) and it has enormous
power to lure us away from discipleship.
As our Session and Congrega<on prepares the
budget to support our ministries for our next ﬁscal
year, my prayer is that all of us will take a huge step
closer to follow Jesus more faithfully and discover the
incredible joy of generous giving and living.

Session Notes by Elder Marilyn Khalaji
Session met ‘virtually’ the day a^er our members
nearly unanimously approved Pastor Sam
Kno$nerus as our Senior Pastor via our zoom CPC
congrega?onal mee?ng! There were many words of
thanks for the dedicated work of our PNC as well as
Pastor Dennis Tarr and all our team who ‘conducted’
the mee?ng! It was a successful endeavor.
Our mee?ng began with prayers and praises to our
God, thanking Him for the many blessings He has
bestowed upon CPC and for leading the PNC to our
new Senior Pastor. Then Pastor Dennis Tarr led a
devo?on on the Holy Spirit and how being ﬁlled with
the Holy Spirit makes us more aware that God is in
control and He will do great things through us!
We received an update on the Centerville Pioneer
Site Townhomes project and progress has begun
again a^er a slowdown/stoppage due to CoVid 19
restric?ons. We will begin to see progress above
ground soon as nearly all the underground work has
been completed.
We viewed a short video on the Na?onal Day of
Prayer scheduled via CPC zoom on May 7, 2020,

with Fremont Mayor Lily Mai as the keynote
speaker.
We are awai?ng guidance from the State of
California regarding when and how we will
establish the new normal with worship services,
classes and mee?ngs. Once the guidelines are
published, Session will meet and plan on the
policies and procedures that we will ini?ate before
re-opening our doors. Our focus will be safety and
wellness ﬁrst. Un?l then, we will con?nue our
ministries per zoom.
I am including two verses from Ephesians 3:20-21
as a praise to our God for the con?nued blessings
He has provided CPC:
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us,
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all genera9ons,
for ever and ever!
Amen.
Our mee?ng was closed in prayer.

Join us in Fas*ng and Prayer Every Wednesday!
Gree?ngs Brothers and Sister in Christ
What if the Church in this moment in history
united together in prayer and fas?ng on behalf of
our city, country, and world?
"If My People" is a movement of churches in
the Bay Area uni?ng together to pray and fast
during this global crisis.
One Church. One Heart. One Voice.
We would like to encourage everyone at CPC to
join this movement and par?cipate each
Wednesday. Fast, if you are able, and spend ?me
in prayer. What a simple way for us to humble
ourselves to the Lord and seek Him, together as
one body.

“If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal
their land.”—2 Chronicles 7:14
When: Every Wednesday, breaking the fast at
dinner ?me.
Who: Everyone who is able.
What: Press pause on the media stream, the
social media feeds, and food for the
day. Use the ?me you would normally be
ea?ng meals and on social media, to pray.
Thank you, Dennis Tarr

Congratula*ons!!!!!
Kristen Schmit

Sea$le University School of Law
Degree: J.D. (Juris Doctor)
Plans: Upon gradua?ng, I will sit for the July 2020 Washington State
Bar Exam. I plan to represent low-income individuals in the areas of
family law and civil rights li?ga?on. I am in the process of interviewing
with legal aid organiza?ons, which provide services in both prac?ce
areas.

Centerville Free Dining Room
By Sara Mathew, Co-Director

During the “Shelter in Place” order, Free Dining Room
remains open on Tuesdays to serve our hungry guests.
During this restric=on, we hand out two sack meals which
consist of one of ham/ roast beef /or turkey sandwich and
one peanut buCer sandwich along with water, milk, juice,
fruits, granola bar, cookies, mozzarella cheese s=ck,
crackers, chips, applesauce, fruit chews, carrot s=cks, and
anything else that is donated.
We also give out bags of donated bread, pastries, canned
Chicken, Tuna, Spam,
soups, vegetables, and some=mes, even ice cream bars. Our guests are
so very grateful that we are here for them during these uncertain days.
Our faithful Lord has been
amazingly providing all the
provisions and willing
volunteers. The response
from our CPC brothers and
sisters to our need for
grocery bags was
awesome! We are all set
with bags for now. Thank you so much for your love and care for
this ministry.
From March 17th 2020 through May 26th we served 862 guests, and
1724 Sack Meals. We have also been handing out donated Face
Masks to our volunteers and diners.
The Hope medical van and the Mobile unit with shower and
laundromat will
con=nue its services on
our campus on both
Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
We would appreciate
your prayers for the
spiritual and mental
health of our guests.
Thank you and God bless you.

Spring
CPC Youth Events
June 3
Wednesday Gathering

Hello CPC Family!
Summer

is right around the corner and we have two
upcoming graduating seniors this year! Sydney Sanders
and Ahren Ramirez! They have been such an awesome part
of our youth group and we are going to miss them as they
move on to the next stage of life.
Sydney Sanders’ goal is to be focused and
finish her college degree and travel to her
dream spots around the world. Her prayer
request is that her relationships with friends
and family will stay strong and that she
will live wisely according to the Word of God.

June 10
No Wednesday
Gathering

June 17
No Wednesday
Gathering

June 24
Wednesday Gathering

Ahren Ramirez’s goal is to
become an electronic music producer. His
prayer request is to maintain close
relationships with his family and friends and
that he will be diligent and focused in his work.
CPC Youth usually takes a break from
Gatherings during the summer, but this year due to COVID19 we will continue our weekly online Wednesday Night
Gatherings.
We ask that you join us to pray for our graduating seniors
and to wish them a grand farewell into the next stage of
their lives! Praise be to God!

David Yim
Impact Youth Director
510-793-3575 ext 37
davidyim@cpcfremont.org
4360 Central Ave
Fremont, CA 94536
www.cpcfremont.org

@cpcyouth

Join us for Sunday School via ZOOM during the Shelter in Place!
Stay connected through our website, cpcfremont.org.
For more informa@on, please contact Christy at cleeyim@cpcfremont.org
Centerville Kids’ Ministry exists to disciple kids to love
Jesus and His people,through equipping kids
with God’s Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body.

Ministry Updates

Stay Connected!

Even though we are not gathering in person, our ministry is
s3ll moving and thriving.

Hello CenterKids Ministry!

Praise Reports:
We have had a few new faces join us over the last
few weeks! Please pray that they will con3nue to
come out to Children’s Church and meet Jesus.
Children are par3cipa3ng in fun, interac3ve ac3vi3es throughout the week to con3nue growing in the
Word.
Children and families are par3cipa3ng in the
larger Zoom worship as well!
We have a couple new volunteers for the children’s ministry, but we are s3ll looking for more!
Please contact Christy if you are interested in joining
us once church resumes.

We may be physically apart during this 3me, but
we are always united in Christ. Here are some
ways to stay connected with us:
Zoom Children’s Church on Sundays at 12
PM. You can ask for the access code by messaging Christy at cleeyim@cpcfremont.org
Weekly updates with curriculum and craOs
on our church website (under “Our Ministries”)
Contact Christy or Chris at any 3me via email
if we can assist your family with any emergent
needs

Updates Due to the COVID:
VBS is cancelled this year due to the uncertain3es
of COVID. Our commiMee and session has come to
this diﬃcult decision aOer much delibera3on. We
have decided to put our aMen3on towards similar
outreach events through the calendar year.
We are working on plans for reopening and what
children’s ministries will look like when we meet in
person. Stay updated on our website!

Sincerely,
The CenterKids Team

Flat Jesus Challenge!
Our friends took “ﬂat Jesus” around their homes
to remember that He is always with us!

Missionary Update
Simon and Becky Zeigler

International Students, Inc. Davis, CA
Sharing Christ’s love with interna@onal students and visi@ng scholars at UC Davis and shepherding staﬀ
in the Western Region (WA, OR, MT, ID, CA, NV, UT, AZ)
No#ce anything diﬀerent between the two pics below? Before COVID-19,
Grace and Ana from Taiwan joined us for dinner at our house and we
prayed for them before they leG Davis. Ana returned to Taiwan, and Grace
relocated to Oregon and has con#nued as a par#cipant in Becky’s weekly
Zoom Bible Discussion, based on the ALPHA class.
If you look closely, you will no#ce that the picture hanging behind us is of
Jesus and “doub#ng” Thomas, painted by Caravaggio. Though a bit graphic
for some to see Jesus allowing Thomas to put his ﬁnger in His side, it’s
always a conversa#on starter for those who visit our home. A great chance
to talk about the moments in life when we too have doubted Christ, and
how compassionate and merciful he is to restore us back to faith and faithfulness.

The photo below on the right was our aTempt to spend #me with two researchers from India and Pakistan
before they leG Davis. BUT THEY ARE STUCK. They cannot get a ﬂight out un#l June at the earliest. One of
them said, “I don’t understand the meaning of Easter, can you explain it to me.” Since the two guys are
friends, we arranged to meet at a park and read Luke 24 together. They came away with a beTer
understanding of the resurrec#on and we sent them home with some money for food for the coming days
and some gospel tracts in their languages. Please pray for Grace and Ana as well as D and W. May the seeds of
the gospel ﬁnd good soil in their hearts and produce much fruit to God’s glory.
We are thankful for your prayers and support! Though we are not in a distant land, even this brief report tells
stories of how the countries of Taiwan, India and Pakistan are being impacted through the lives of these
future leaders! May Jesus Christ be praised and gloriﬁed among all na#ons!
With love,
Simon and Becky Zeigler (Charissa too!)

Monday, June 15, is the deadline for submitting articles for the July/August Bell.
Please submit to bell@cpcfremont.org
All submissions are subject to approval, editing and space availability.

CHURCH DECLARED ESSENTIAL!
Although we celebrate that President Trump and our state governor recognize
that churches are essenCal and can begin gathering, our CPC Session wants to be
very careful to ensure CPC is complying with CDC guidelines and that it is safe for
us to gather in person. We have a team of people in the church meeCng regularly
via Zoom to review what steps we need to take before we reopen. One of those
steps involves our communicaCons team who is researching live streaming our
services on the internet for those who are unable to gather in person. Please keep this in prayer! We will keep
you in the loop on our plans.
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