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We are sad to see you go, but excited for you!  We know how important family is when 

raising a family!  We are happy that you will be near rela�ves for this important dimension in 

family, but your church family will surely miss you and your sweet daughter Karis.   

You both have contributed so much to Centerville Presbyterian Church and the founda�ons 

that you both developed are strong and will be the basis of these ministries for years to 

come.  Thank you both. 

Dennis, we were so excited for you as you became ordained in the Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church Presbytery of the Pacific Southwest (EPCPOPS) and installed at CPC last October. 

Since mid-March 2020, the ministries at CPC were forced to take on a new approach!  We 

were all dealing with Shelter-in-Place issues and you both contributed to the shaping of how 

each ministry con�nued.  We are truly thankful for your commitment and dedica�on to the 

new challenges this unique �me presented and con�nues to present. 

Our thoughts and prayers will be with you three.  May you have safe travel, good health and 

the recipients of many blessings as you begin a new chapter in your lives. 

Fondly, we bid you adieu. 

Farewell Christy and Pastor Dennis Yim! 



Thank You, Lord! Thank You, CPC!  

-- Arrivederci! 

“Thank you, Lord! Thank you, CPC!” Those are 
the first words that come to mind as Kristina and I 
complete our ministry here at Centerville Pres. We 
thank the Lord and we thank you for the 215 days 
we’ve had the privilege of serving this great 
congregation.   

The Lord has blessed this church in so many 
ways. It’s been a season of renewal and joy and, in 
the middle of our time here, who would have 
predicted the Corona Virus would bring the whole 
world to a standstill. Who would have predicted the 
church doors would be closed but the ministry 

would continue to be open as the Lord has brought healing, an increased focus on prayer and a 
spirit of unity and hope for the future. For all this, and more, we thank the Lord and we thank you.   

We are grateful for all the deep friendships that have been established, for all the prayers 
that have been offered and answered, for all the new ideas that have been generated, and for all 
the signs of encouragement and spiritual growth we’ve experienced together. Thank you!   

Saying “good-bye” is never easy. Just when we are getting to know each other, “good-bye” 
seems so sudden and so final. And so instead of saying “good-bye” we are going to say 
arrivederci.

In Italian the word is “arrivederci.” It doesn’t mean only “good-bye” as you and I normally 
might use it. It also means more fully: “good-bye for the present” or “until we meet again.”  
 The root of “arrivederci” in both English and Italian is “to arrive.” So every leave-taking has 
in it an occasion for arriving. It’s clearly what Jesus meant when He said in his farewell discourse 
to His disciples: “I will see you again.” When Jesus used it He spoke of that strange mixture of 
leaving … and arriving, … of sadness … and joy, of melancholy … and anticipation. If there must 
be an ending, then let it become a new beginning. 

 It’s the word Jesus used when He said: “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my father’s house are many mansions….I will not leave you desolate, I will 
not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”   

And so as Kristina and I leave our time serving CPC, there is a new beginning. We rejoice 
with excitement and welcome Pastor Sam, Evie and Elizabeth Knottnerus. God has been faithful.  
He has answered our prayers. God is good … all the time! May the Lord bless them and their 
ministry here. May the Lord bless you and this great church as together you remain faithful to Him.    

Arrivederci! 

Pastor Dennis Tarr & Kristina Sachs 



It’s Here!!!
Our last directory was created in 2013 so it’s past time to have a new one and..... 

     It has finally happened! It is online and can be used on all the devices pictured above! 

Hopefully by the time you read this you will have already moved in to our new online directory by inputting some 

information about yourself and a casual photo. (If that’s been a challenge for you, email 

receptionist@cpcfremont.org for help.) You have control over the information you choose to share and can can 

add or delete information and photos at any time. You can change your password or even delete your accou nt. Our 

directory will contain most members, staff and some active friends of CPC. It is password protected and only 

available to those in our church family.   

We are doing this through a company called CTRN which stands for Come Together Right Now. And that’s just 

what we want to do! They implement industry standards for security so we can be confident all information is 

safe. 

It’s time to share You with our church family and Pastor Sam!



Session members met on June 1st during a very 

tumultuous �me. George Floyd had been killed 

May 25th resul�ng in much anger and unrest across 

the na�on.   Protests, riots, loo�ng and destruc�on 

were going on in all ci�es. Our Police, Na�onal 

Guard and Leaders were working �relessly to bring 

order to our towns. Curfews were put in place.   

 Pastor Dennis Tarr opened up Session with 

prayer. His message to session is that during these 

�mes, we are all called to prayer. We are living in 

uncertain �mes, but our Lord knows no surprises. 

.He knows our na�on’s suffering and we pray that 

He gives us the wisdom like Solomon. Pastor Dennis 

Tarr shared Proverbs Chapter 1  

1The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of 

Israel: 

2 for gaining wisdom and instruc�on; 

    for understanding words of insight; 

3 for receiving instruc�on in prudent behavior, 

    doing what is right and just and fair; 

4 for giving prudence to those who are simple, 

    knowledge and discre�on to the young— 

5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, 

    and let the discerning get guidance— 

6 for understanding proverbs and parables, 

    the sayings and riddles of the wise. 

Tammy Bergquist and Pastor Dennis Yim also 

pointed out that we need to understand that there 

are two groups of people in the news:  People who 

are protes�ng the injus�ce peacefully and People 

who are just out there to wreak havoc and commit 

crimes.   

Remember to Keep Christ in the forefront and Pray 

for Jus�ce for our Black Community and Peace 

among all people. We are called to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. As Leaders of the church 

we need to protect and love our neighbors. 

An update on the Pioneer Site was distributed. 

Construc�on is moving along.  Founda�ons are 

completed, retaining walls and framing is 

beginning. Comple�on of the townhomes is 

es�mated for February 2021. Please pray that 

construc�on is completed as planned and that no 

further delays or addi�onal costs arise. 

The Church Campus reopening team gave an 

update.  Our Poll on Sunday was informa�ve.  60% 

of our Zoom aFendees that took the Poll felt 

comfortable coming back once the church had the 

proper cleaning procedures in place. 70% 

preferred to con�nue with Zoom worship un�l 

mask wearing is not required. And 31% would not 

return to a physical worship un�l there was a 

vaccina�on for Covid-19. The team is reviewing 

the steps needed to reopen the campus.  Session 

felt that we would need to have Live Stream 

Capability in place before we begin to meet in 

person. More to come. 

Communica�on team gave an update. We will be 

placing a Banner on the outside of the church 

campus highligh�ng our website and that we are 

s�ll mee�ng through the internet. The team is also 

looking at Live Stream capabili�es and will start 

tes�ng. The team is also looking to upgrade our 

internet wiring and service in order to allow for 

beFer live streaming.  In addi�on, the team found 

that with the upgrade of internet, we will also be 

able to save money. Praise the Lord! 

MSR gave an update on the Disillusion of our 

Pastoral Rela�onship with Dennis Yim. We will 

hold a congrega�onal mee�ng to officially accept 

his resigna�on on July 26th.  MSR will be working 

towards filling the Children’s Director Posi�on 

also. 

Missions Ministries updated session that they 

have been par�cipa�ng in a “Connec�ng with 

Muslim Neighbors” workshop. They also are 

having consistent Zoom Calls with the 

Missionaries that we support. They felt this was a 

blessing and had wished they had done this all 

along.  

General Assembly will be held Sept 17th and 18th 

in Memphis.   

Session will con�nue to have planning sessions for 

the next budget year. 

Joe Linn Closed us in Prayer. 

Session Notes by Elder Chris Christie 



Summer 

CPC Youth Events 

July 1 

Wednesday  Gathering 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

July 8 

Wednesday  Gathering 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

July 15 

Wednesday  Gathering 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

July 22 

Wednesday  Gathering 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

July 29 

Wednesday  Gathering 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

Hello CPC Family!

CPC Youth usually takes a break during the summer and 

focuses on summer events, however, due to COVID-19 we 

will be resuming our virtual Wednesday gatherings. If you 

are not connected with our online gatherings, please feel 

free to reach out to me to stay connected! 

We understand that we are living in extremely difficult �mes 

with the murder of George Floyd. This past month we have 

been going over a Children’s book called “The Gospel in 

Color”. The students and I have been learning about racism 

in the context of the Bible. It has been a challenging �me for 

us to reflect on our lives and see how racism has affected us 

and those around us personally. If you are a parent and need 

a resource that uses the Gospel to address this issue, I highly 

recommend this book as it comes with a parent version as 

well.  

Currently we are in the works of doing social distance 

gatherings and events. Be on the lookout in our e-mail 

thread for these events!  

If you have any ques�ons or concerns please feel free to 

reach out to me. 

God Bless



Join us for Sunday School via ZOOM during the Shelter in Place! 

Stay connected through our website, cpcfremont.org. 

For more informa!on, please contact Christy at cleeyim@cpcfremont.org 

Centerville Kids’ Ministry exists to disciple kids to love 
Jesus and His people,through equipping kids 

with God’s Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body. 

Ministry Updates
Even though we are not gathering in person, our 

ministry is s�ll moving and thriving.  

Praise Reports: 

We are con�nuing Zoom service with 

families joining regularly  

We hosted our first outdoor, socially 

distanced event on June 24: a Sidewalk 

Chalk Party! We hope to have more 

fellowship opportuni�es like this in the near 

future  

Updates Due to the COVID:  

VBS is s�ll cancelled this year 

We are working on what reopening will  

look like for Children’s Ministry. Updates will 

be coming soon. 

Sidewalk Chalk Party!
Our friends came together on June 24 to beautify our 

church courtyard with prayers and pictures

Stay Connected!
Hello CenterKids Ministry!  

We may be physically apart during this �me, but 

we are always united in Christ. Here are some 

ways to stay connected with us: 

Zoom Children’s Church on Sundays 

at 12 PM. You can ask for the access code 

by messaging Christy at 

cleeyim@cpcfremont.org

Weekly updates with curriculum and 

craQs on our church website (under “Our 

Ministries”) 

Contact Christy or Chris at any �me 

via email if we can assist your family with 

any emergent needs 



The issues surrounding race and ethnicity are now the ones we need to face in the US and in the 

church. A good understanding of  original sin is needed to get to the root of the problem. We need to 

constantly be aware that original sin is always going to cloud our percep�ons and oQen mislead us to  

not see inequali�es. We must ac�vely fight against our nature to unwiRngly, subtly or even openly 

deny that others are equally made in the image of God and worthy of dignity. It becomes even worse 

when we ins�tu�onalize the skewed view of others which compounds the problem. The Cross gave us 

both the ul�mate solu�on and the immediate remedy to injus�ce. We are ALL guilty of sin and we are 

ALL invited to become reconciled to God and one another by God’s grace. The repentance needs to be 

both personal and corporate, examining ways the playing field is not level for all.  

Chris�anity is the only faith that is not rooted in a single dominant ethnic group, historical/cultural 

seRng or age. It is not a faith owned by the west, east, north or south nor is it best represented by 

any par�cular people, language. We are therefore, thankfully, not saved by having to be of just one 

race, ethnicity, region or in a par�cular �me period; but we are saved by grace alone regardless of any 

of those things.  

Our experiences in Central Asia  also reveal the same underlying problem. Ethnic, tribal. religious 

fac�ons and regional loyal�es in Central Asia all have deeply impacted the cultural landscape of there 

to this day. Certain ethnic groups are considered of lesser value in their history and cultural hierarchy.  

For example, the “H” people historically have been treated poorly personally and ins�tu�onally by 

other dominant ethnic groups. But the Gospel can change our aRtude towards others.  

One of our translators, “MaF”, a “Puk” believer, had a heart for racial reconcilia�on because of his 

new understanding of equality between peoples. One day “MaF” went out to join a protest to show 

solidarity for the “H” people along with his good friend and brother in Christ from that oppressed “H” 

minority. The two opposing ethnic groups, “Puk” and “H”, have a long history of violence. So “MaF” 

joining the march as a “Puk” was a big encouragement to his friend. “MaF” had to leave the protest 

early so he could go get on a scheduled Skype call to work on the Bible transla�on project. A short 

while aQer “MaF” leQ the march a bomb went off in the midst of the protesters, many of whom died. 

“MaF” came back when he heard the explosion and went to go find his friend, searching all the local 

hospitals for him. He finally found him as he lay dying and wept with him and then with his family 

aQerwards and even regreFed he’d leQ that day to go do his work. In spite of the danger “MaF” s�ll 

works to make bridges of reconcilia�on between peoples.  

Reconcilia�on between peoples at odds for centuries can only come by the grace of God and bold 

ac�on by redeemed people like “MaF” who is an ambassador of mercy and grace between people 

groups. The grace of God is manifestly on display when we do good to our “enemies” contrary to our 

sinful human nature and at great risk to our own safety. When people see such unexpected love for 

those unlike ourselves, even our enemies, then the world takes no�ce as the Kingdom values take 

root and grow. 

Missionary Update 
R & I 

EPC World Outreach 



Friday, August 21, is the deadline for submitting articles for the Septe Bell.  

Please submit to bell@cpcfremont.org  

All submissions are subject to approval, editing and space availability. 

Implemen�ng our reopening plan 

• We have wri.en protocols for cleaning and 

disinfec�ng surfaces in all areas that will be 

u�lized when we reopen. 

• We have established our sea�ng plan to 

incorporate 6 feet of physical distancing 

from other a.enders not included in family 

groups. 

• Ensure compliance with the u�liza�on of a 

face covering for all a.enders. 

• We will not have a coffee hour; we will most 

likely have only one service in the beginning. 

• We will be live streaming our service(s) so 

that anyone who is unable to a.end in 

person will be viewing our service from 

home! 

There are many 

more details that 

we are 

implemen�ng upon 

reopening. The 

latest wrinkle in 

our current 

pandemic will most 

likely impact our 

reopening, but rest 

assured—when we 

reopen, it will be 

with safety and 

well-being 

foremost! 

Reopening of CPC                                                            

for our gathering together in worship and praise 


