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Holy Week at CPC
Palm Sunday ⧫ March 28, 10:30 am service
The next day the great crown that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on
his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him,
shou�ng, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is
the King of Israel!” John 12:12-13

Maundy Thursday ⧫ April 1, 7:00 pm
While they were ea�ng, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Ma�. 26:26

These two services will be live streamed and also a live service
at the church for a limited number. Registra�on will be required
and the link will be provided.

Good Friday ⧫ April 2 on demand
A pre-recorded service will be available on demand beginning at 8 AM. We will
also have a self-paced, interac�ve experience for individuals, families and children
that we will share on the web site and via email.
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit. John 10:30

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS
Its not too late! You can s�ll join us in prayer and devo�on this Lenten season by signing up to receive a
40-day email devo�onal by Tim Keller. Click HERE to sign up.

OR
You can stop by the church any�me and pick up a copy of The Greatest Love, 10 Easter reflec�ons from Our Daily Bread.
They can be found in the brochure holder outside the office.

What Are You Investing In?
Sam Kno�nerus, Senior Pastor
When I was a freshman in high school my parents bought
an apple computer for me that I used all the way through
college. Last year, I learned that if we had simply invested
those fi�een hundred dollars from 1987 in either Apple
or Microso� stock, we would have about $600,000! Now
let’s not get in the weeds about the fact that I needed a
computer to do my school work. My ques�on is, how do
we spot extraordinary places to invest our �me, talent
and treasure? What if you discovered a gold mine?
Would you be excited? What if someone shared with you
the next biotech company that would help discover cures
to cancer, blindness and a host of other diseases. And,
would increase in value by 4000% in the next 10 years.
Would you want to know?
Now let’s shi� gears. What if you learned that your
classmate, roommate, co-worker, neighbor or family
member had extraordinary value because they were
created in the image of God? Wait a minute… we already
know that to be true! So, how does that informa�on
influence our prayers for our mutual transforma�on? We
each have an Oikos (an extended household or sphere of
influence) that God has given us. We are blessed to be a
blessing! So when you or I discover the riches in the gold
mine of God’s word, or the encouragement that comes
through prayer in a deep and abiding rela�onship with
our loving God, we are changed. Why not inten�onally
share those blessings with the people in our path?
In the coming months as the vaccine helps us reopen and
regather we need to ask ourselves, what will be
different? What has this past year taught us? This virus
has reminded us that we are not guaranteed tomorrow.
The Bible teaches us that our lives are like a vapor that
appears but for an instant. Like the flowers of the field,
we bloom and fade. But what are we fading to? Because,
this world is not all there is. We live now in this world
toward God’s eternal purposes.
Last week, my bride got a “What’s App” message from
someone that we shared the reality and love of Christ

with for about 4 years. A�er years of plan�ng seeds of
gospel truth and praying for this family, they trusted
Jesus as the Savior of their souls! When we asked the
mom about the children, she said, oh yes! They believe in
Jesus too! Imagine that! People of ines�mable worth to
God, now able to enjoy God forever! Just before they
believed in Jesus, the woman had not been able to sleep
because of severe challenges and difficul�es in the life of
her family. A�er trus�ng Christ, she said she began to
sleep soundly and in peace.
Are you trus�ng God with your everyday life? Are you
enjoying God and finding peace in Christ despite your
circumstances? Here is my prayer for you as this
pandemic winds down. May you love God and seek His
will for your life. May joy that is integral to that process
go through the roof and give you a perspec�ve that those
in your life are starving for! And may you experience an
extraordinary return on your investment of your �me,
talent and treasure in the lives of the people God has
placed in your path. Now, let us leverage the remaining
days leading to Easter to focus on what ma�ers most.
2 Corinthians 4:16b-18
… we never give up.
Though our bodies are dying,
our spirits are being renewed every day.
For our present troubles
are small and won’t last very long.
Yet they produce
for us a glory that vastly outweighs them
and will last forever!
So we don’t look at the troubles
we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on
things that cannot be seen.
For the things we see now will soon be gone,
but the things we cannot see will last forever.
Because Jesus made us Family,
Pastor Sam

February 2021 Session Notes – by Elder Ma�hew Jue
The February Session mee�ng with staff and elders
was held on Zoom.
Devo�onal
Pastor Sam taught from the EPC Leadership Training
Guide regarding diagnosing our spiritual health. On a
scale from 1 to 5, do we have a healthy thirst for
God? Are we governed increasingly by God’s Word?
Are we more loving? Do we delight in the bride of
Christ, the church? Pray Ephesians 3:18-19, that we
“may be able to comprehend with all the saints
what is the width and length and depth and height—
to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge;
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Old/Unfinished Business
Old/Unfinished Business included updates on the
church’s finances, the Centerville Townhomes
Project, church regathering, and the Associate Pastor search. Construc�on of the Townhomes Project
is an�cipated to be completed by June. The Associate Pastor search commi�ee was scheduled to presented at the February 14 congrega�onal mee�ng.
Staff Reports
For staff reports, Children’s Director Stephanie
Samuelson reported that the children are learning
Oikos principles. She also recounted the Kids’ Sunday School on Zoom with guest Catharine Coon
regarding Hope Alive! Cath used illustra�ons that
helped the kids understand the church. For example,
how are the church and a penny alike? Both say, “In
God we trust.”
Interim Youth Director Chris Anderson men�oned
the Valen�ne’s fundraiser for selling and delivering
roses and chocolates. He and Stephanie met with
the Young Adults ministry and Brian Robinson of
Young Life to learn how they can all support each
other. Chris would like to build the youth group as a

community and help them to connect with the
greater church body.
Session welcomed back Tammy Sawyer from her
broken ankle. In her wri�en report she thanked
Polly Walker, Kyle Chris�e, and Dawn Tschaen for
stepping up in her absence. She also thanked Elders
Larry Hsu and Marilyn Khalaji who also helped to
handle some of Tammy’s normal du�es.
Pastor Sam reported on staff team-building exercises, mee�ng with Bridges ministry (regarding the
chaplaincy grant that CPC was awarded last Fall), developing long-term teams for reaching Afghan Pashtuns, forming a New Members Class, and working on
se�ng up an outdoor canopy on the church lawn for
outdoor mee�ngs eventually when outdoor services
are allowed a�er COVID.
A pre-recorded Ash Wednesday service was
scheduled for February 17. Pastor Sam will be encouraging the church to follow a Lent prayer guide
when an appropriate one is found.
New Business
Under New Business, Session elected corporate officers and authorized Pastor Greg Roth to host an online estate planning seminar for the congrega�on.
The seminar is tenta�vely scheduled to be held on
April 18 (Sunday).
Denomina�onal Items
Commissioners who a�ended the recent presbytery
mee�ng gave a brief report. One noteworthy item
was a moving tes�mony that was given by a man
who felt called to minister in Japan. Session approved the elec�on of all past and present CPC
elders to be commissioner alternates at 2021 presbytery mee�ngs.
Closing
Pastor Sam closed the mee�ng with prayer.

Our Losses...Heaven’s Gain
Bill Dark - February 11, 2021
Dan Carroll - former CPC member & elder - November 3, 2020

Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.
John 11:26

Greetings Once Again from Tech Heaven!
(Formerly known as The Balcony)
I am excited to tell you that the remodeling of Tech Heaven is complete! Rick Holte designed, built and installed the second tech desk. Many years ago, Rick built the original sound desk, so we asked him to build a matching desk to be installed on the le� side of the balcony. Rick’s a�en�on to detail and his cra�smanship is nothing short of amazing. He designed and built the desk, the racks that it sits on and the wood flooring in his home shop. The desk top weighs 100+
pounds and is 10 feet long. Let me tell you, it was exci�ng to watch that come up into the balcony! It took 8 men and
some fancy planning to navigate the stairs one Saturday morning! Rick and Leonard Babyak installed the new floor and
desk in one day. Leonard, with help from Kyle Chris�e, moved and re-installed all of the hardware equipment for live
streaming our services. Thank you so much for making Tech Heaven possible, Rick!!
When we are back to services in person, stop upstairs and check it out!
~Kathy Babyak, Tech Coordinator

Photo 1: Before (with 2 pews removed)
Photo 2: The flooring (check out that bullnose that won’t even be seen!)
Photo 3: Leonard installing flooring
Photo 4: The racks (audio & video equipment can be installed in these)
Photo 5: Rick Holte, Cra�sman Extraordinaire!!
Photo 6: The finished desk & floor
Photo 7: The final
set up – ready for
live streaming!

a Caring Deacon
A caring lap blanket and a card was
delivered to Cecilia Chang by
Deacon Ling Chen. The blanket
was knit by Deacon Ling Chen
from the
CPC Knitting & Quilting Ministry.
Cecilia’s health is declining due to
her Parkinson’s disease.
Her husband, Dan, said that
Cecilia felt very touched when
she knew that CPC is still thinking
of her and praying for her.

One of the principal rules of religion is
to lose no occasion of serving God. And, since he is invisible
to our eyes, we are to serve him in our neighbor which he
receives as if done to himself in person,
standing visibly before us. – John Wesley

Retreat for Women
Free, Free, Free!
If you are missing a Women's
retreat this year, you can still have
the experience! Mount Hermon is
offering a Virtual Spring Women’s
Retreat Saturday March 20,2021
9-11 am. The topics is “Built for
Resilience” and the speaker is
none other than Andrea Coli who
has been with us several times.
For more information and to
register (it is free) visit: https://
www.mounthermon.org/events/
womens-retreats
You will see several familiar CPC
faces in attendance! Hope to see
you there!

Cydne Holte, Adult Ministries

Remembering CFDR’s Faithful Servants
Submi�ed by the CFDR Board

There must be a Bright Lights Parade in Heaven now for the arrival of
these faithful servants of God!
The plight of the homeless was foremost in
the news across the country in the winter of
1987. There was not a lot of help for them,
par�cularly in the Tri-City area of Fremont,
Newark and Union City. Sta�s�cs showed
that Alameda County had 6,000 homeless
people with 360 in Fremont alone.
Bob Heicher
Arlene Norris, Pastor Gordon Westlind, Arminta King

Arlene Norris - Visionary

It touched the hearts of many, including Arlene Norris who was a Deacon at CPC at the
�me. The Board of Deacons had a food pantry and they saw an increase in the requests
for food. She brought her concern and desire to the Board of Deacons at their February
1988 mee�ng. Her vision was to have the local churches work together as a team and
serve as a star�ng point to address the needs of the poor and the homeless popula�on in
the Tri-City area by serving dinner one to five nights a week to our local homeless people
who were short of funds and hungry. In March of 1988, she was visi�ng her sister in
Kansas where she had an opportunity to work in their Free Kitchen feeding about 150
people and Arlene came back with this rich experience. A�er that, a commi�ee, that included Arlene Norris
and Pastor Gordon Westlind, was formed to help make this a reality.
At the first mee�ng on May 3, 1988, there were thirteen dynamic people from five different churches present,
including Rev. Gordon Westlind, Arlene Norris and Arminta King. At the commi�ee mee�ng on the night of
June 28, 1988, they named the Food Kitchen “Centerville Free Dining Room”. A�er receiving permission from
the Centerville Presbyterian Church Session and the City of Fremont to hold the meals at CPC, the first
nutri�ous meal was served on Thursday, July 21, 1988, from 4:00-6:00pm. There were about twelve
volunteers serving homemade sandwiches and soup to six guests for the first two meals they seved. They even
had background music! The number of diners increased quickly to 50-77 in the coming weeks. Soon they came
to realize that a hot meal was actually easier to prepare and serve than sandwiches.
AND THE REST IS HISTORY!!!
Because of Arlene’s vision and her caring heart, many are being blessed. We remember her gentle spirit.
Thank you, Arlene! May your spirit rest in peace! “Well done, my good and faithful servant!” - these words
must be echoing in heaven.

Arminta King- Keeper of the gates
In 1988, Arminta King became the Volunteer Director and later the Program Coordinator
and served faithfully un�l she re�red in 2014, having spent 25 years to support this
ministry.
The phrase “small but mighty” describes Arminta. When she came to the Dining Room
she poured her heart and soul into feeding the homeless and hungry. "God will provide"
were her constant words, and He did. And she gave Him praise con�nuously. She was a
�reless worker and always credited God for her strength and good health.
She was generous and kind when dealing with all the diners she saw on a weekly basis. Diners would hug her
,thanking her for what she had done for them and let her know that they prayed for her and thanked God for
her. She made everyone feel welcome and accepted, but when the rules were bent, she was right there to let
folks know she was having none of it. She expected each of the diners to respect the rules in the dining hall.
No diners would dare to misbehave in front of her. She was very respected and loved by the diners as well as
the volunteers. Her Dining Room volunteers were some of her closest friends. She cared about them as family.
Thank you, Arminta! May your soul rest in peace! Heaven must be rejoicing to have your presence.

Robert Heicher: Chairman of Hope
You would’ve liked Robert Heicher. He made friends the way Panera bakes bread: daily,
warmly and consistently.
When Pastor Bob became board chairman at Centerville Free Dining 16 years ago, he
made a dis�nct choice to serve beyond presiding over business mee�ngs. He actually
rolled up his sleeves and invested even more hours giving hope to the Bay Area’s
homeless and hungry, which he started to do seven years prior.
Who counseled the dri�er, the alcoholic, the one with the police record, the teenage runaway, the con ar�st
with salty language, the hungry, etc., who came to the Dining Room? Bob did. For 23 years he listened with no
judgments, because he first met them all in the Bible.
With personally-bought towels or bus �ckets, he gave them second chances and hope in the name of Jesus.
Bob was their friend who followed them in shelters, hospitals, and even their weddings.
He ran interfaith fundraising races for CFDR even when he was the lone representa�ve. Quietly served with
everything he got. But loud on gra�tude! Custodians, volunteers, cops, Hope van drivers, diners, donors and
deacons did not escape his thanks.
“I love gravity!” he chuckles to himself explaining a major fall. Bethlehem-themed cards with his notes of
thanks were the first Christmas cards to line our mailboxes. Especially proud of his team: CFDR co-directors,
finance manager and volunteers, he brought each to God by name in prayer every mee�ng.
The sun would forget to rise before Bob failed to serve. What honor to watch an exemplar: a beau�ful
common man in the hands of an uncommon God! Pastor Bob’s life was his most powerful sermon of hope we,
in the front-row, were privileged to enjoy. Thank you, Pastor Bob.

Pastor Gordon Westlind - Chaplain of joy
Who can forget Pastor Gordy? He was an integral part of the leadership of the
Centerville Free Dining Room from its very beginning as an idea, to its frui�on, and
through his re�rement in 2012. How many owe their changed lives to the words about
Jesus that he spoke to them? How many are alive today because of an encouraging
word he had for them? How many survived one more cold night because he gave them
a blanket? How many felt normal for once in a long �me because they were given clean
underwear, socks and a t-shirt by Pastor Gordy’s hands? How many saw the love of
Jesus through Pastor Gordy’s eyes and works? How many learned to praise Jesus with hands li�ed high
because of Pastor Gordy’s example?
We will never know!
We will never know the relief felt by the ba�ered woman when Pastor Gordy gave her a hotel voucher for the
night so she could feel safe. We will never know how the down-and-out alcoholic felt when he reached for
help and Pastor Gordy was there to li� them up. We will never know the restored confidence the jobless felt
when Pastor Gordy told them where they might find a job. We will never know how loved the poor young
mother felt when Pastor Gordy prayed a blessing over her and her child.
We will never know!
For it’s through these unseen and unknown works that the love of Jesus is spread through his servants. And
Pastor Gordy was a servant among servants. We have been incredibly blessed to have known him, to have
lived our lives with him, to have worshipped with him, to have shared our sorrows and joys with him. And now
we must bid him farewell, for our Jesus has called him home – Jesus is welcoming him with open arms and the
words, “Well done, my good and faithful servant!”

Join us for Sunday School via ZOOM during the Shelter in Place!
Sundays at 12pm, a�er the main service
Stay connected through our website, cpcfremont.org
For more informa�on, please contact Stephanie at
ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org
Centerville Kidsʼ Ministry exists to disciple kids to
love Jesus and His people, through equipping kids
with Godʼs Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body.

Ministry Updates

Stay Connected!
Hello CenterKids Ministry!

Join Children’s Ministry for a Socially Distanced
Movie Night!

We may be physically apart during this time, but
we are always united in Christ. Here are some

• Friday, March 26th at 6:00pm

ways to stay connected with us:

• Prince of Egypt movie

Zoom Children’s Church on Sundays at 12 PM.

• Prepackaged Snacks

You can ask for the access code by messaging

• Preregistra�on required

Weekly updates with curriculum and crafts on

Contact Stephanie at ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org
or register by clicking HERE

Stephanie at ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org
our church website (under “Our Ministries”)
Contact Stephanie at any time via email if we
can assist your family with any emergent needs

Sincerely,
The CenterKids Team

In February Children’s Ministry had
a Virtual Valentine’s Party. Children
received goody bags with an extra
invite to hand out to another child
in their Oikos.
The Youth Ministry assisted
Children’s Ministry by passing out
invitations to community kids.

CPC Impact Youth Group
Join us for Impact every Wednesday night at church from 6pm-8pm!
Please wear a mask and bring a water bo�le for socially distant gatherings.
For more informa�on, please contact Chris at canderson@cpcfremont.org
Experiencing Jesus • Authentic Community • Transforming Lives

Ministry
Updates
We are meeting weekly on
Wednesday nights for Youth
Group
•

•
•

Thank you to everyone
who helped, participated,
or prayed for us during the
Valentine Fundraiser!
As we wrap up our study
on the Beatitudes, the
students will be given a
devotional and prayer
journal for Easter.

Veritas Young Adult Ministry
We exist to be a Christ-centered
community that desires to grow and
be transformed through relationships,
seeking the truth as we wrestle
with doubts.
Our young-adult small group is still active and
meeting at church for socially distant gatherings!
We meet Thursday nights at a new time
from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Contact Esther Lu
at estherlu94@gmail.com for more details
or the Zoom link.

Missionary Update
Submitted by EPC World Outreach missionaries
Our missionaries in Malaysia were commissioned by
World Outreach in June 2013. They moved to that country
in December of 2014 into a mostly Malay neighborhood
as part of an 11-member team. At the end of 2019, when
there were only three families remaining in Malaysia, they
were asked to form a new team of four people a�er the
previous team leaders and their family moved to another
loca�on.
Malaysia is a Muslim
country that outlaws
missionaries to the Malay
people, whom they
consider to be 100 percent
Muslim. There are
extremely rare excep�ons
where the government will
allow
a person to legally
While the majority of Malaysians
live in ci�es, many s�ll live in small convert from Islam to
village homes
another religion. Many
�mes, those found straying from Islam will face forced
deten�on at “faith rehabilita�on” centers for up to three
years. Two of the 13 states in Malaysia officially have
designated the death penalty as punishment for Muslims
who insist on leaving Islam, although this has never been
enforced.
This legal situa�on
imposes a chilling
environment on
anyone wishing to
evangelize Muslims,
an ac�vity that is
considered illegal with
harsh penal�es.
These brave frontliners are helping
Consequently, few
control Covid-19
churches and
individuals engage in evangelis�c ac�vi�es to the Malay.
Nevertheless, some pastors and churches and individual
Malaysian believers – usually Indian, Chinese or East
Malaysian – try to reach out to their Malay neighbors with
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Because of the danger of being discovered and deported,
our missionaries rarely make known the exact nature of
their work. However, they feel that God has called them to
this country where they share the love of Christ, share the
gospel, and pray for the Malay people. They do this
through making personal contact and star�ng up

conversa�ons with an individual, couple, family, or other
group.
If people seem interested in hearing about “spiritual
things,” they will eventually share their tes�monies, or
stories from the Bible, or the gospel, or all these things to
determine if they have an interest in knowing about Jesus,
or the Bible. In some cases, we will provide a QR code
where they can download a Bible app or look up a chapter
from the New Testament. One of the intermediate goals is
to find people who are interested in reading and studying
God’s word.

Most states have a “sultan” or king. This is a
welcome sign to one of the royal ci�es

One of their main ac�vi�es up un�l major movement
restric�ons were recently imposed, was traveling
throughout the country to pray, bless and share the gospel
with Malay people in every area of the country where
other missionaries were not yet opera�ng. This is part of a
five-year “Vision 525” plan conceived by na�onal believers
to pray that by the end of 2021 there would be a vibrant,
mul�plying Malay church in each of the 52 zones all over
the country. This vision has yet to be realized, but they s�ll
believe God can make this happen.

Typical rural dining spot where great
conversa�ons can take place

Typical rural dining spot where great conversa�ons can take place

Be inspired by the stories of three men who were
ARRESTED. INTERROGATED. IMPRISONED.
But God remained faithful.
Don’t miss this special opportunity to meet three Chris�an workers who were imprisoned for their faith! The
Voice of the Martyrs, with help from LifeWay, is hos�ng a FREE virtual event on Friday, March 5, 2021, that
will feature three inspiring speakers: Petr Jasek, Andrew Brunson and Dan Baumann. Two �mes are available.
To register for 4:30 pm PST click HERE. For 6:30 pm PST click HERE (registra�on not required for this �me).
While sharing God’s love in three different restricted na�ons dominated by Islam, each was arrested,
interrogated and imprisoned. While all three struggled to find God’s purpose in their suffering, they ul�mately
recognized His faithfulness and love amid desperate circumstances.

Thank You
A big thank you to Elders Yvonne Rhodes, Lauri Howard and Cydne Holte for crea�ng
the idea and pu�ng together the beau�ful mementos and ashes for the congrega�on to
prepare for Ash Wednesday!

Remember…..Daylight savings begins March 14
Centerville Presbyterian Church
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