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Holy Week at CPC

Good Friday ⧫ April 2

A pre-recorded devo�onal message will be available beginning at 8 A.M.
The main spiritual meal will be a self-paced, journal-led interac�ve
experience for individuals, families and children that we will share on
the web site and via email. There will be a short video explaining how
to prepare.

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. John 10: 30

Easter Sunday ⧫ April 4, 10:30am

Join us for worship on the campus with registra�on or on Zoom or
YouTube.

“He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was
s�ll with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the
hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’”

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV Luke 24:6-7

Easter Egg Hunt for the kids a�er the service

on the center lawn!



Every great movement of God begins as a movement
of prayer. The call to mobilize Chris�ans worldwide
to set aside 30 days to learn about and to pray for
our world’s Muslim neighbors emerged in 1992
among a group
of Youth With A
Mission leaders.
They felt
challenged to
help the Church
to look at
Muslims the way
God does.

In the decades since then, we have seen an
increasing influx of people from Muslim lands into
our communi�es. Many of them are refugees from
troubled areas of the world, others are students or
immigrant families seeking to be�er their lives
through study and hard work. Most of them are very
open to ge�ng to know people in our community.

Unfortunately, when surveyed, few have ever been
invited into Chris�an homes. Now, as we get ready
to come out of the Covid era, we need to pray about
this God-given opportunity to demonstrate Chris�an
love and hospitality by welcoming the stranger
among us.

As a church, we are going to pray for our Muslim
neighbors from April 12 to May 12 as we follow
along with a special prayer guide that will help us
learn and lean into what God wants to do. I am

hoping that you
not only pray
through this
guide
individually, but
that Life
Groups, Small
Groups and
Bible Studies
will take �me to

pray for the precious people men�oned in this
guide. It is our sincere desire that Muslims the world
over would have the opportunity to freely
understand and consider the Good News of Jesus
Christ.

Please register on the church website or church app
to receive the 30 Days
of Prayer for Muslim
World Prayer Guide. We
are very excited that
this resource is also
available in a “Just for
Kids” format!

Through the app you
can request a digital
copy to be emailed to
you for the adult guide
or ask Stephanie about
a printed copy for your
kids.

Because Jesus made us Family,
Pastor Sam Kno�nerus

Praying for The Nations in our Neighborhoods
Sam Kno�nerus, Senior Pastor



The March Session mee�ng with staff and elders was
held on Zoom. We started praying for ministries, the
church family, the pandemic, the leaders of the gov-
ernment and the churches at 6:40pm. Then the Ses-
sion mee�ng officially started at 7pm.

Devo�onal

Pastor Sam shared the story how his daughter prayed
for new friends specifically before they moved from
L.A. to Fremont. And God answered her prayers just as
she prayed. God is at work here, there, everywhere.
The people of Israel went through the Red Sea, they
saw the mighty hands of God doing the wonders and
they told the story to their children. What story will
this genera�on tell their children and grandchildren? If
people get to experience their own answer of prayer, it
makes a big impression on it because it becomes their
story to tell other people. The new friends of Pastor
Sam’s daughter are on her Oikos prayer card and they
have been invited to join our Sunday School and other
events hosted by the Children Ministry. Pastor Sam en-
courages us to keep our own Oikos card and make our
own map of our neighborhood and pray for them, get
to know them, become friends of them and share Je-
sus with them. Keep praying for your Oikos and you
will hear their stories from them.

Old/Unfinished Business

Old/Unfinished Business included updates on the
church’s finances, the Centerville Townhomes Project,
the Associate Pastor search and the church reopening.

Staff Reports

Children’s Director Stephanie Samuelson reported that
the children are learning Oikos principles. The Youth
Ministry helped distribute invita�on cards to the apart-
ment complex to join our special Valen�ne’s Day Chil-
dren Worship. Twenty-one caring bags with the John
3:16 Valen�ne’s Cards were delivered to the kids to
share with their friends on their Oikos cards.
Children's Worship is now mee�ng in person. Chil-
dren's Ministry will provide sample Seder Dinner ele-
ments for kids to try and learn Easter is not about the
bunny but Jesus is the new Passover Lamb. The kids
will receive “You’ve been Egged” kits to share with
their friends as an Oikos community outreach. Then
we will have an Easter Egg Hunt on the lawn a�er the
Children Worship on Easter Sunday.

Interim Youth Director Chris Anderson men�oned the
Valen�ne’s fundraiser went well and the funds will go

towards the Youth Spring retreat or Summer camps.
The Youth con�nues to meet on Wednesday evenings.
Tammy Sawyer reported that the Fire & Burglar alarm
system will be upgraded and updated.

There’s a brochure holder outside the office that
stores Oikos cards and Easter Daily Bread booklets for
the congrega�on to pick up.

Pastor Sam reported the staff went through a 5-weeks
team-building program that was profitable and helpful.
CPC will is building a closer partnership with Young Life
to reach out people outside of the walls and the
search of the new Youth ministry director.

Pastor Sam had contacted Ohlone College and San
Jose State University for future Young Adults Ministry
outreach.

New Business

Under New Business, Session approved to regather for
worship in person and started it with a so� open Sun-
day, March 7 by RSVP up to 25% capacity in the Sanc-
tuary and video venue in the gym. Masks are required
all the �me, names, contact informa�on and tempera-
ture are taken before entering the Sanctuary. Hand
sani�zer is also provided. We will con�nue to offer
YouTube or ZOOM to those staying at home. Same
with the Children’s Sunday School.

Other business:
●✈We will be adding a “Memorial gi� giving” op�on

to our online giving on our website.
●✈ CPC has also applied for the 2nd PPP grant.
●✈ A team will be formed to help take care of the new

responsibili�es for managing the Townhome prop-
erty in the future.

Denomina�onal Items

The church in Hanford has lost their pastor because of
a car accident. A gi� will be sent to EPC Presbytery to
help the church and the late pastor’s family. We will
keep praying for them.

EPC Presbytery mee�ng will probably be virtual in
May. The EPC General Assembly is being offered by on-
line or in person in June.

Closing

Pastor Sam closed the mee�ng with prayer.

March 2021 Session Notes – by Elder Cordelia Shieh



Will Wri�ng & Estate Planning Seminar
In the past year, the pandemic has reminded our en�re planet that we are all
temporary. As Chris�ans, because we have the joy of eternal life through Jesus,
we are given the task of making the most of every opportunity by shining the
light of Christ into a dark world that desperately needs hope. One way we can
pave the way for future genera�ons is by planning the faithful administra�on of
what God has given us in this life.

On Sunday, April 18, at 3 PM, CPC is hos�ng a Will Wri�ng and Estate Planning Seminar with Dr. Greg Roth on
Zoom.

During Covid, Greg worked with family and friends to write an Ethical Will—which is a le�er of blessing and a
statement of your values and faith beliefs to be shared upon your going to glory! In this hour-long Zoom
Seminar, Greg will share the basics of wri�ng an Ethical will (no lawyer or computer needed!).

In addi�on, there will be a discussion about the stewardship of estate planning and some examples of crea�ng
a plan that honors your loved ones and gives tribute to your values and faith. You can register by clicking HERE.
on the church app. Also, remember that people don't have to a�end CPC to join the seminar.
So, invite others who would benefit from learning about wri�ng a will or crea�ng an estate plan.

She’s Baaaaaack!!!

Our office Manger, Tammy Sawyer, is on a roll a�er
her accident that le� her right ankle broken in 2
places. She literally rolled into the office on her
scooter while ringing the special bell on her
handlebar. Boy did we squeal with joy! Tammy was
at home for about 3 months recovering from this
unfortunate injury but her doctor is very pleased
with her progress. We love seeing her back at her
desk with coffee in hand. She is already back to
business as usual. It was tough going without you,
Tammy, and we missed you terribly. Please don’t
even think about going up to the balcony again!!!

Welcome back, friend!

As they entered the

tomb, they saw a young

man dressed in a white

robe sitting on the right side, and they were

alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are

looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was

crucified. He has risen!

He is not here. See the

place where they laid

him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is

going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will

see him, just as he told you.’ ” Mark 16:5-7

https://cpcfremont.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/802385


Our Loss...Heaven’s Gain

Fran Crawford - March 18

Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.
John 11:26

To our CPC family,

Thank you so very much for the

many beau�ful cards and loving

notes, many with wonderful

memories of Bob. They have comforted us during

these past weeks. Thank you especially for your

prayers. We felt God’s presence near us. A thousand

thanks.

Carolyn Heicher and family.

PSALMS BIBLE STUDY
Pastor Jim’s 11-week Bible Study from the Psalms completed its first semester on Wednesday, March 24. Topics
studied included the special place a person has in the heart of God (Psalm 8 and 139); the grandeur and
majesty of God in crea�on (Psalm 19); the sense of sin, forgiveness, and the desire for a new beginning (Psalm
51); and the strength and security God gives to the believer as he/she navigates the challenges of life (Psalm
91). Biblical truths were also gleaned from 6 other wonderful chapters.

The second semester of Psalms will be a 6-week course beginning Wednesday, April 14, at 7:00 PM on Zoom.
The class will conclude on May 19. If you are not on the email mailing list and would like to par�cipate in this
6-week session, please contact the church office at 510-793-3575.

2021 FLOWER CALENDAR is back and now posted in the Narthex! If you would like to contribute altar flowers

for Sunday worship please, sign on the date and month you desire. Flowers can be given in memory or honor

of loved ones, birthdays, anniversaries, or any occasion you would like to celebrate or have remembered.

Please arrange for the flowers to be delivered to the church by 5:00 pm on Friday. Those who provide

flowers will need to pick up the arrangement from the Sanctuary a�er the Sunday service as Deacons are s�ll

not able to make bouquets for delivery. Ques�ons can be directed to our church office at 793-3575 ext 10 or

email recep�onist@cpcfremont.org. Thank you!



A Word from Women's Ministries &
A Note from Women's Network

Spring has sprung! And with it our hopes for 2021.

It has been a year, and what a year, since we have been able to gather together in person for fellowship and
hugs. Virtual hugs just are not the same. As the church facility begins to open we are excited by the
possibili�es.

We are planning with great op�mism for summer and fall events and we
even have some tenta�ve dates on the calendar, so keep an eye out for
more details.

As you know, planning and pu�ng on programs takes woman power. Thus
the exis�ng Women’s Network team would love to have you join us. Our
mission is to plan interac�ve, fun meaningful programs for the women of
CPC. These events help us to come together as sisters in Christ, to learn,
laugh and grow together into the Godly women we are created to be. The
team meets the second Saturday of each month (s�ll virtual), and you are
welcome to check us out. There is also always a need for specific help for
specific programs, so if you can lend a hand now and again that is also
fantas�c.

In the summer, probably July, watch for plans for an event possibly in the great
outdoors. In the fall we have plans for a one day retreat with a speaker,
worship and food.

I know we have all missed each other and the love and encouragement our gatherings foster. However we are
reassured knowing that God is holding us in his perpetual embrace, and we are his beloved daughters.

Till we meet again,
Cydne Holte

Retreat Queen Sandy Je� has
a�ended all 41 retreats!

We had our first so�-opening event with a few women from our staff and Adult/Women’s Ministry team to
watch the Mount Hermon women’s retreat on Saturday, March 20. It was so good to have a small social
distance gathering in person while enjoying a message on Resilience from one of our favorite speakers, Andrea
Coli. A�erwards several CPC women gathered on zoom for fellowship and to recap the retreat .



Centerville Kidsʼ Ministry exists to disciple kids to
love Jesus and His people, through equipping kids

with Godʼs Word and forging life-giving relationships
in the church body.

Stay Connected!
Hello CenterKids Ministry!

We are excited to be able to gather in person again.
Children a�ending in-person service will begin with
their families at the 10:30 am service and will be
dismissed at 11:00 am for the children’s service.
Children a�ending through Zoom should be ready
for an 11:00 am children’s service. Contact
Stephanie Samuelson for the Zoom link or for
ques�ons regarding the children’s service at
ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org.

What to expect on campus:
Pre-registra�on is required for children a�ending in
person children’s service. Register your children
when you register yourself for the 10:30 am service.
Check in at the welcome loca�on of the venue you
selected, Sanctuary or Video Venue.

We will require children to wear masks throughout
their �me on campus, take temperature at event
start, sani�ze hands at event start and prac�ce social
distancing throughout their �me on campus.
At the 11:00 am children’s dismissal volunteers or
staff members will lead the children from the
Sanctuary or Video Venue to the educa�on building
for the 11:00 am children’s service. The child pickup
loca�on will be in the educa�on building and the
pickup �me is a�er service at 11:30 am.

At this stage we are unable to accommodate infants
and toddlers in the nursery and request that they
remain with their families. Families with children
6th grade and up should contact Chris Anderson
at canderson@cpcfremont.org for informa�on
regarding youth programming.

Sincerely,

The CenterKids Team

Ministry Updates

Join Children’s Ministry Easter Sunday, April 4th a�er the

10:30 am church service for a search for the empty egg in

celebra�on of the empty tomb. The 12 eggs that need to

be found tell the resurrec�on story. Meet at the Center

Lawn on CPC’s campus… and invite your Oikos!

Contact Stephanie at ssamuelson@cpcfremont.org or

register on the church app at Children's Easter Egg Hunt -

Centerville Presbyterian Church (churchcenter.com)

In March, Children’s

Ministry reopened for in

person service and families

met for mini golf.

https://www.churchcenter.com
https://churchcenter.com


CPC Impact Youth Group
Join us for Impact every Wednesday night at church from 6pm-8pm!

Please wear a mask and bring a water bo�le for socially distant gatherings.
For more informa�on, please contact Chris at canderson@cpcfremont.org

Ministry
Updates

We are meeting weekly on
Wednesday nights for
Youth Group

● We had a blessed time
at Spring Conference
worshipping with the other
churches and small group
sessions after.

● As we enter the Spring
Season, we’ll be finishing
up the Beatitudes and then
going into student-chosen
topics.

Veritas Young Adult Ministry
We exist to be a Christ-centered community that
desires to grow and be transformed through

relationships, seeking the truth as we wrestle with
doubts.

Our young-adult small group is still active and meeting
at church for hybrid in-person gatherings and Zoom
sessions! We meet Thursday nights from 5:30pm to

7:00pm. Currently, we are going over the book Anxious
for Nothing by Max Lucado. Contact Esther Lu
estherlu94@gmail.com for more details or

the Zoom link.

Experiencing Jesus • Authentic Community • Transforming Lives

https://cpcfremont.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/802385


Missionary Update
Submitted by Tara Chase, Frontier Fellowship

Looking Back
Lockdown, stay at home, social distance....a few of the
many words that have become a regular part of my vocab-
ulary over the past year. All of these words have some-
thing in common: they describe a kind of uninvited sepa-
ra�on between people, a detachment from rela�onship.

Fron�er Fellowship’s mobilizing ministry relies heavily on
cul�va�ng rela�onships. We love mee�ng with people
face-to-face to share the fron�er mission vision. And we
love taking folks on vision trips to introduce them to our
global partners in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. When
the world got grounded last year, we wondered: Now
what?

There are two other words we’ve been saying a lot lately
as we reflect back on the past year: challenges and oppor-
tuni�es. Yes, the pandemic did create a host of challenges
to personal health, interpersonal rela�onships, liveli-
hoods, economies and more. But in the midst of great
difficulty, God opened our eyes to see opportuni�es that
surprised and amazed us.

One of our mobilizers (who happens to be very “low-
tech”) wondered how he could con�nue to connect US
Chris�ans with our Egyp�an partners without being able
to take a vision trip. With God’s help, he pivoted to tech-
nology and organized a Zoom gathering of past vision trip
par�cipants and our Egyp�an partners. Those a�ending
were so blessed to have a chance to catch up, share and
pray together across the miles. They have con�nued con-
nec�ng online, almost monthly, and the rela�onships are
growing deeper and stronger...perhaps more than they
could have grown if we hadn’t been forced to adjust to a
locked-down world.

We currently have a few “virtual vision trips” in the works
this spring with our partners in Brazil, Central Asia and In-
donesia. If
you’ve ever
wanted to
travel but
didn’t want
to get on an
airplane,
now’s a good
�me to par-
�cipate in a
virtual vision

trip! You can learn more about Fron�er Fellowship’s cur-
rent offerings at fron�erfellowship.com/go.

Looking Ahead
Fron�er Fellowship is celebra�ng its 40th anniversary this
year. Ralph Winter (our founder) and Harold Kurtz (our
first director) sat down at the Kurtz family’s kitchen table
back in 1981 to talk about how to engage Presbyterians

with a vision for the Great Commission—that all peoples
would have an opportunity to hear the Good News of
God’s Kingdom. We thank God for leading us through the
past four decades and hope to gather in Nashville this
October to celebrate His faithfulness and look to the fu-
ture of fron�er mission ministry together. If you’d like to
join us, visit fron�erfellowship.com/40 for more informa-
�on.

Personal News
As Fron�er Fellowship’s communica�ons director, I’m
keeping busy these days with work on an Advent devo-
�onal and our Fron�er Journal magazines. On the health
front, I’ve got a “trigger finger” which makes keyboarding
a daily challenge. I’d be grateful for your prayers for heal-
ing, and wisdom as I see a specialist. John and I are other-
wise healthy and well here in Petaluma.

I’m so grateful for you, my CPC family! Thank you for your
many years of love, friendship, support and partnership in
the Gospel!

https://frontierfellowship.com/go
https://frontierfellowship.com/40
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CHURCH CENTER MOBILE APP

Download our new CPC Church Center app to quickly and easily connect with CPC. Register for

worship and other events, connect with a life group, and more!

Visit www.cpcfremont.org for links and informa�on on how to access everything from your

mobile phone or your computer.

For an easy way to find out

vaccine availability by zip code

code, you can check out this

website.

VaccinateCA.com

https://www.cpcfremont.org
https://www.cpcfremont.org
https://For an easy way to find out
about vaccine availability by zip code you
can check out this website.


