AN
ALPHABET
ADVENT

A DAILY DEVOTIONAL FOR ADVENT 2021

THESE WORDS I SPEAK TO YOU
ARE NOT INCIDENTAL ADDITIONS
TO YOUR LIFE, HOMEOWNER
IMPROVEMENTS TO YOUR
STANDARD OF LIVING.
THEY ARE FOUNDATIONAL
WORDS, WORDS TO BUILD A
LIFE ON. IF YOU WORK THESE
WORDS INTO YOUR LIFE, YOU
ARE LIKE A SMART CARPENTER
WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE ON
SOLID ROCK.
RAIN POURED DOWN, THE RIVER
FLOODED, A TORNADO HIT—BUT
NOTHING MOVED THAT HOUSE. IT
WAS FIXED TO THE ROCK.
MATTHEW 7:24-25 (MSG)

FRONTIER FELLOWSHIP
CONNECTS
FOLLOWERS OF
JESUS TO ENGAGE
THE WORLD’S LEASTREACHED PEOPLES
+ PLACES WITH THE
GOOD NEWS OF HIS
KINGDOM.

THROUGH INTERCULTURAL
PARTNERSHIPS, WE’RE WORKING
FOR THE FLOURISHING OF
COMMUNITIES + CREATING
AVENUES OF ACCESS TO THE
GOSPEL FOR THOSE STILL
WAITING TO HEAR IT.
LEARN MORE AT
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Follow along with daily readings
on Facebook, Instagram + Twitter.
Visit frontierfellowship.com/advent
to download a digital copy of this
devotional or subscribe to receive
daily readings in your inbox.
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Most children learn the alphabet, and for good reason.
These 26 letters, A through Z—a core set of building
blocks—extend into almost every aspect of our lives.

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 28

OF FRONTIER MISSION

The ABCs of frontier mission ministry can be complicated,
as we interact with peoples representing diverse cultures,
worldviews and religious traditions. And yet, it is precisely
into this kind of complex and nuanced world that God
sends His followers.
“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country…
to the land that I will show you…and I will bless you,
and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing.’” —Genesis 12:1-2
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Thank you for joining us this Advent season as we pursue
this vision through prayer, reflection and action. May God
use this devotional as a tool to draw you closer to Christ
and introduce you to, or remind you of, some of the 2+
billion people still waiting to hear about Him.
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Frontier Fellowship’s vision—for every people, an
indigenous church; for every church, a mission vision—
describes our two-fold conviction: God desires to be
worshipped by all peoples through culturally unique
expressions of faith, and the global Church is called to
unity and participation in sharing the Good News with
those who still have little or no access to that message.

ADVENT 2021

DAILY DEVOTIONAL

This devotional couples frontier mission with the alphabet
of God’s grace, to share with you some of the ways that
blessing is being embodied by everyday people just like
you. Each day through Advent, a different letter of the
alphabet will be paired with a word that is central to
God’s work among frontier peoples worldwide.
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ACCESS
Merriam-Webster defines access as “permission, liberty, or
ability to enter, approach, or pass to and from a place or to
approach or communicate with a person or thing.” Access is a
doorway, a path, a gate, a threshold to new possibilities.
Of the nearly 8 billion people in the world today, more than 2
billion do not have access to the Good News of Jesus. In fact,
87% of Buddhists, Hindus and Muslims worldwide do not know
a Christian personally—a staggering statistic. The apostle Paul
wrote in his letter to the church in Rome:
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Take some time today to pray for the world’s least-reached
peoples, that they will soon gain access to the love, peace, joy
and hope that Jesus offers.
EXPLORE TOOLS TO HELP GUIDE YOUR
PRAYERS FOR THE FRONTIER AT
FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/PRAY

The gloomiest days often lead to the most incredible sunsets.
The pinks, purples and yellows of the reflecting light contrast
gloriously once the sun is finally able to peek through the dark
clouds. Breakthrough is that moment when we are struck with a
sight, thought or idea that startles, excites and stirs our hearts.
Breakthrough has been described as “that holy moment when a
stream of light pierces into the darkness of the frontiers, making
way for the floodgates of faith, hope and love to be opened
wide” (Frontier Ventures).
In Frontier Fellowship’s work with least-reached Muslims around
the world, we see the incredible inbreaking of God’s glorious
light. Faithful followers of Jesus are boldly sharing the Gospel.
As inquiring Muslims learn more about Isa al-Masih (Jesus the
Messiah), many are eager to follow Him. Miraculously, many
Muslims are also receiving hope through dreams and visions of
Jesus beckoning them to follow Him.
Is there a person or a people group for whom you want to see
God’s stream of light break through? Or to see the floodgates
of faith, hope and love opened wide? Pray with us that ministry
workers worldwide would see breakthrough as they carry the
hope of the Gospel to their communities, friends and families.
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How can they believe in him if they have never heard about him?
Frontier Fellowship is committed to helping the global Church
face the challenge of creating Gospel access for all peoples. As
we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth, we are reminded of the
2+ billion people who have not yet been introduced to Him or
experienced His love.

“…in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.” —John 1:4-5
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“BUT HOW CAN THEY CALL ON HIM TO SAVE THEM
UNLESS THEY BELIEVE IN HIM? AND HOW CAN THEY
BELIEVE IN HIM IF THEY HAVE NEVER HEARD ABOUT
HIM? AND HOW CAN THEY HEAR ABOUT HIM UNLESS
SOMEONE TELLS THEM?” —ROMANS 10:14 (NLT)

BREAKTHROUGH
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NOVEMBER 30

MONDAY
NOVEMBER 29
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COMMUNITY
The community of God’s people is vast and diverse—women in
saris, children eating injera, men in turbans offering prayers in
languages unknown to us. It includes different people groups
and contexts, each distinctly unique and yet one in Christ.

“An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him.’” —Matthew 2:13

Throughout the season of Advent, many churches characterize
themselves as a community that is waiting. Waiting for
God’s light. Waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Waiting
for God to one day complete His saving work in the world.
Many congregations conclude their Christmas Eve worship
services by lighting candles from person to person until the
entire church is bathed in beautiful candlelight. It’s a vision of
God’s people—a community of God’s light in the world—bound
together by the love of Jesus.

The diaspora is the dispersion, or scattering, of any peoples
from their original homeland. Some diaspora peoples are drawn
away from home by exciting opportunities for a better life.
Others flee to escape tragic situations like persecution, war or
famine. Ethnic groups move around the world like never before.
Did you know that immigrants, refugees and international
students make up nearly 14% of the US population?

When you think of community, whom do you tend to overlook?
Whom do you struggle to include? Pray this simple prayer:
“Lord, shine your love and light on [fill in the blank], and make
us one community in Christ Jesus.”

Start by caring enough to reach out. It’s amazing how a simple
conversation can transform new neighbors into cherished
friends. Ask questions. What are their holiday traditions? Their
hopes? Their dreams? Their fears and joys? Invite them to
your home for a Christmas party or a carol sing and explain
the stories behind the traditions. These simple gestures might
be a doorway into deeper conversations about the God who
“became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood”
(John 1:14 [MSG]).
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“AFTER THIS I LOOKED, AND THERE WAS A GREAT
MULTITUDE THAT NO ONE COULD COUNT, FROM ALL
TRIBES AND PEOPLES AND LANGUAGES, STANDING
BEFORE THE THRONE AND BEFORE THE LAMB.”
—REVELATION 7:9

Some of our beloved Christmas traditions—things like
decorating the tree, putting up the manger scene, singing
carols—might feel particularly strange for diaspora peoples but
are also fun and natural opportunities to tell the story of Jesus.
How might God help you welcome the diaspora peoples in your
midst this Christmas?
ADVENT 2021
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Jesus is still gathering people into His community today and
invites us to partner with Him in the ministries of reconciliation
and welcome. The Bible gives us an incredible vision of what it
will look like when this work is finally complete:
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…”
—Matthew 28:19
When Jesus commissioned His followers to make disciples of
all nations, He wasn’t referring to the boundaries of geopolitical
nations. The Greek word used for nation is ethnē, from which
the word ethnic is derived. Ethnē was sometimes used to refer
to non-Jewish people, but when combined with the word all, its
most common meaning is “an ethnic or cultural people group.”

More than 6,500 people groups are still waiting to hear the
Good News of Jesus. Read Isaiah 60:1-3 and ask God to reveal
Jesus as the Light of the world and the hope for all ethnē.
“ARISE, SHINE; FOR YOUR LIGHT HAS COME, AND
THE GLORY OF THE LORD HAS RISEN UPON YOU. FOR
DARKNESS SHALL COVER THE EARTH...BUT THE LORD
WILL ARISE UPON YOU...NATIONS SHALL COME TO
YOUR LIGHT, AND KINGS TO THE BRIGHTNESS OF YOUR
DAWN.” —ISAIAH 60:1-3

Frontier Fellowship’s first director, Harold Kurtz, reminded us
that the Good News of Jesus is always meant to go beyond
current boundaries—beyond the next hill—until it reaches the
very ends of the earth.
God invites us to
“ONLY ASK, AND I WILL GIVE YOU THE NATIONS AS
YOUR INHERITANCE, THE WHOLE EARTH AS YOUR
POSSESSION.” —PSALM 2:8 (NLT)

The frontier calls out to followers of Jesus. Do you hear it? It is
a call for the Church, and it will not let us stand still.
Frontier Fellowship’s global partners are faithfully carrying the
hope of the Gospel to these frontiers. How might God be calling
you to come alongside them, so that all peoples may have the
opportunity to hear and respond to the Good News of Jesus in
their own culture and heart language?
LEARN MORE ABOUT FRONTIER
FELLOWSHIP’S PARTNERS AT
FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/PARTNERS
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Because the world is such a big and diverse place, we wonder:
how far does the Gospel need to travel before it hits a barrier of
understanding or acceptance? The answer is simple: as far as
it takes, for this is where we find least-reached people groups.

The frontier is the places and peoples still unreached with the
Gospel due to lack of Christian witness. In fact, nearly one third
of the people in the world are part of that frontier and have
almost no chance of hearing about Jesus from someone in their
own people group.
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The United Nations recognizes 197 countries and territories in
the world today. Missiologists and anthropologists, however,
have identified more than 17,000 distinct ethnic groups! Each
is composed of people who share a common identity defined
by a variety of factors: linguistic, cultural, social, economic,
geographic, religious and political.
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GOSPEL
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free...” —Luke 4:18
The word gospel is taken from the Anglo-Saxon word godspell, meaning good story. The word in Greek is euangelion,
from which we get the word evangelism. In Jesus’s time, it was
also used to refer to the good news of victory proclaimed by
soldiers returning from battle.
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As you read, watch or listen to the news today, reflect on the
particular people groups being mentioned. How might the
Good News of Jesus be made manifest in their lives spiritually?
Emotionally? Physically? Pray that God’s victorious Good News
would reach them and free them—in body, mind and in spirit—
through Christ.
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But what does that good story of God’s victory look like today
in the ordinary lives of people around the world? What is the
Good News for fishermen, farmers, accountants, teachers and
construction workers? What does the Good News of God’s
salvation look like for the billions of people worldwide who
are displaced and living in poverty? For those suffering from
disease, malnutrition or human trafficking?
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The Good News story narrates Jesus’s incarnation, life, death
and resurrection, and its impact now and through eternity.
Frontier Fellowship believes the Gospel is Good News for all
people and that every person on earth deserves the opportunity
to hear the good story of Jesus in the context of his or her own
language and culture.
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HUMILITY
“And she [Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.” —Luke 2:7
Picture it. Young Mary and Joseph, giving birth for the first time,
away from home, likely alone, laying their brand-new baby in
an animal’s feeding trough. This is a rough way for any child to
enter the world, let alone the God of creation.
From this lowly beginning, to the end of His earthly life,
Jesus modeled humility: riding into Jerusalem on a donkey;
washing His disciples’ feet; subjecting Himself to betrayal,
torture and a cruel death; buried in a borrowed grave.
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Driven by a passion to share the Gospel in culturally
contextualized ways with his own people group, the Arsi Oromo,
Dr. Urgessa Biru founded Light of Hope Ministry Ethiopia
(LOHME) twenty years ago. He began the slow, arduous work
of casting a new vision, and churches eventually began to
embrace it, incorporating local languages, cultural music and
forms of prayer in worship.

Developing a modest view of one’s own importance is key in
remaining effective and devoted to the often slow-going work
of frontier mission. Humility recognizes our position in relation
to God. It allows us to admit that we don’t have all the answers
and invites us to follow the lead of God’s Spirit.

One of LOHME’s many ministry approaches has been the
development of Christian worship music using local melodies
and ceremonial dances. These songs are impacting Ethiopians
from many walks of life, opening the hearts of people who
otherwise thought they had to abandon their cultural identity in
order to follow Jesus.

For people who don’t yet know Jesus, what might our humility
communicate to them about the One we claim loves them so
much? Amazing things can happen when we extend ourselves
in humility: hearts open, ears hear and lives are transformed.

Frontier Fellowship’s first director, Harold Kurtz, often preached
from Acts 11:1-18 to describe the value and importance of the
indigenous church. Read this passage today, thanking God for
the indigenous Church and its Kingdom impact worldwide.

Examine your heart today, reflecting on how you might approach
others with the news of Jesus, not with answers or instruction,
but with humility and authentic love.

LEARN MORE ABOUT FRONTIER
FELLOWSHIP’S PARTNERS AT
FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/PARTNERS
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“They come every Sunday, they dance and they leave,” said
an Ethiopian when asked about the church in his village. At the
time, many churches conducted worship services in Amharic,
the national language. Local languages and cultural traditions
were deemed unworthy of the Gospel. This alienation of ethnic
identity was one reason the Good News hadn’t taken deeper
root among Ethiopia’s least-reached peoples.
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Our sinful nature makes it difficult for us to act out of humility.
But Jesus teaches us that God’s way of reconciling the world
to Himself is through humility and surrender.

INDIGENOUS
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JUSTICE
“Righeousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;
love and faithfulness go before you.” —Psalm 89:14

“Your Kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.” —Matthew 6:10

Justice is centered in God’s heart and points to His coming
Kingdom, where every wrong is made right and all of creation—
long-devastated by sin—is made whole again. Jesus came
as an agent of God’s justice, making a way for humans to be
cleansed from sin and restored to relationship with God and
others. As we experience wholeness through Christ, it is our joy
and mandate to seek the same for others.

Kingdoms have long fascinated children and adults alike. Fairy
tales, books and movies tell of kings, queens, castles, riches
and evil villains. We are captivated by kingdom stories.

In Central Asia, Frontier Fellowship partners with a women’s
shelter that is faithfully seeking justice for families:

The loving perseverance of the shelter’s staff helped transform
the lives of Jayla and her family—from broken to mending, from
without rights to legally recognized.
Read Isaiah 61. How is God inviting you to partner with Him
in addressing injustice and seeking wholeness for all creation?

Jesus cast a very different Kingdom vision. He preached about
a Kingdom characterized by its love for the outcast, inclusion
of the marginalized, compassion for the least of these, justice
for the oppressed—a Kingdom based not on getting but on
sacrificial giving and the faithful worship of God.
And it all starts in a most unusual way. Not with violence or
coercion, but with a baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger. Here for you, for us, for the whole world.
Choose a country or people group in the world today and
reflect on these questions: Who are the marginalized people
who live there? The “least of these”? The oppressed? Those
who have never heard of Jesus? How would you like to see
God’s Kingdom come to them today as it is in heaven?
Pray the Lord’s Prayer for that nation or people group, replacing
the words “on earth” with “in [nation name]” or “among [people
group name].”
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“The shelter staff worked for more than a year to help restore
Jayla’s documents through a maze of bureaucracy that is
sometimes hindered by corruption. We rejoice that she gave
birth to a healthy daughter, is now officially married to the
father, and is learning about Jesus at a local fellowship.”

Under the heel of Roman occupation, many first-century
Israelites believed the Messiah would establish His Kingdom
by force. With violent insurrection, God’s people would finally
be set free.
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“When Jayla arrived at the women’s shelter, pregnant with
her third child, she shared her story and challenges with the
staff. She’d never received her own birth certificate and was
unable to prove she was a citizen of her nation. Because of
this, she couldn’t legally marry the father of her child-to-be.
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LANGUAGE
“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.” —2 Timothy 3:16-17
Watching children learn to communicate in any language is a
fascinating and wonderful experience. As a child’s vocabulary
grows, dialogue begins and relationships are nurtured with
creativity and mutuality. Eventually children also learn to read
and write, and whole worlds open up to them.

ADVENT 2021

Are there people living in your community whose first, or “heart,”
language is not English? Learn how to say a common greeting
in those languages and use it whenever you meet someone
from that language group. Pray for Bible translation efforts
around the world, that all peoples would soon have access to
God’s Word in their heart language.

Theologian David Bosch reminds us, “Mission is not primarily
an activity of the church but an attribute of God. God is a
missionary God.” He also says, “Mission is thereby seen as
a movement of God to the world; the church is viewed as
an instrument for that mission. To participate in mission is to
participate in the movement of God’s love toward people, since
God is a fountain of sending love.”
As you gaze on your Christmas lights and manger scene, think
about how the All-Powerful God sent Jesus into the world. This
sending God not only sent Jesus to us; He also invites us to
participate in Missio Dei by sending us into the world to be His
hands and feet, bringing Good News to others.
“PEACE BE WITH YOU. AS THE FATHER HAS SENT ME,
SO I SEND YOU.” —JOHN 20:21

God has the plan, the mission, and invites us to participate in
the work of bringing all people to know, worship and follow
Him. In these Advent days, reflect on how God is calling you to
be part of Missio Dei. Who do you know who needs to hear the
Good News today?
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Some of Frontier Fellowship’s partners in places like Ethiopia
and the Middle East are helping translate and distribute new
translations of the Bible. They report that many times, when
people receive the Bible in their heart language for the first time,
they are overjoyed to be able to hear, receive and embrace the
truth of Jesus in a deeper way.

The term Missio Dei is part of the language we use to consider
who we are and what we are called to do as followers of Christ.
From Latin, Missio Dei can be translated as “mission of God”
or the “sending of God.” God’s whole purpose or mission is to
bring all people to know and put their trust in Him.
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Language is one of the biggest barriers the global Church
faces in bringing the Good News to all peoples. Despite rapid
global changes that have allowed the Gospel to spread to new
peoples and places, Wycliffe Global Alliance estimates that 255
million people, speaking nearly 4,000 languages, still do not
have access to any translation of the Good News in a language
they can understand.

MISSIO DEI

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 11

FRIDAY
DECEMBER 10

13

19

DAY

15
SUNDAY
DECEMBER 12

NATIONS
“At the same time pray for us as well that God will open to
us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of
Christ, for which I am in prison, so that I may reveal it clearly,
as I should.” —Colossians 4:3-4
Many of the world’s least-reached peoples live in geopolitical
nations where political and religious restrictions deter Gospel
access. Nevertheless, courageous Christians are still sharing
the Good News of Jesus in even the most difficult places!
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Explore the World Watch List at opendoorsusa.org. Ask God
to open doors to nations that are currently restricting access to
the message of Christ. Pray for Christians in these nations who
risk their lives to share the Gospel.
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Last year, one brave Iranian couple loaded their minivan to
the brim with Farsi-language Bibles. They traveled for weeks
at a time visiting house churches, praying with new followers
of Jesus, encouraging church leaders and leaving Bibles with
people desperate for Good News. They were in constant
danger of being discovered, arrested or potentially killed, but
they were undeterred in their desire to share the hope of Christ.
No political nation can contain the Gospel message or prevent
it from being shared.
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Iran, for example, is one of the top ten nations where it is most
difficult to follow Jesus, according to Open Doors’ World Watch
List. Yet, the underground church in Iran is one of the fastestgrowing churches in the world. Frontier Fellowship partners
work tirelessly to print Bibles translated into Farsi, which helps
support the incredible growth of the Iranian Church.
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In 1974, mission strategist Ralph Winter sounded a call for the
Church to engage with the frontier. He maintained that unless
someone overcame cultural and linguistic barriers, those living
on the frontier would likely never hear the Good News of Jesus.

“In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting
that God, for whom and through whom everything exists,
should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through
what he suffered.” —Hebrews 2:10 (NIV)

In the decades since Winter’s historic speech, many barriers
have been overcome to bring the Good News of Jesus to
least-reached peoples worldwide—Bible translation efforts
have been fruitful, indigenous church planters are carrying
the hope of the Gospel to their neighboring communities and
many have experienced dreams and visions of Jesus that have
transformed entire people groups. Obstacles to Gospel access
still remain and need to be overcome, but we know and trust
the One who has already overcome the world.

A pioneer paves the way for those on the frontier to hear the
Good News of God’s Kingdom. God calls pioneers from every
nation, tribe, people and language to faithfully carry the Gospel
to their contexts and communities.
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When you think of sharing the Good News of Jesus with others,
what barriers get in your way? Ask God to guide you and the
global Church in overcoming every obstacle that remains to
sharing the Gospel with all peoples.

A few days later, when they were all together in Fadhlan’s home,
the LOTI team shared the Gospel with him for the very first time.
Fadhlan was so moved that he decided to follow Jesus that
very day. His wife soon followed, and both expressed a desire
to make their faith public.
Being a pioneer among frontier peoples can be challenging,
slow-going work. But it’s crucial in opening up Gospel access
to the 2+ billion people waiting to hear the Good News.
Read Matthew 9:35-38. Ask God to send more pioneers with
the Gospel to the farthest corners of the globe.
*name changed for security
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When Jesus tells His disciples that He has overcome the world,
He’s preparing them for His death. At the end of Advent, this
tiny baby will overcome the darkness of the womb and fill the
world with His light. He will grow up to be crucified and placed
in a tomb. But He will overcome even death itself! Surely there
is no challenge too great for Jesus to overcome in us, through
us and with us, for the sake of a world that is waiting.

Light of the Islands (LOTI) is an indigenous church planting
network that is sharing the Good News of Jesus among
least-reached peoples in Indonesia—the nation with the largest
Muslim population in the world. Earlier this year, one of their
teams was returning from a remote village. On the way, they
encountered an elementary school teacher named Fadhlan,*
struck up a conversation and were soon invited to his home.
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“IN THIS WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TROUBLE. BUT TAKE
HEART! I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD.”
—JOHN 16:33 (NIV)
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QUESTIONS

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you.” —Matthew 7:7
While walking along a rural path in Nepal, Associate Director
Cody Watson met a man from the Magar people group. In
broken Nepali, Cody greeted him with the words, “Jesus loves
you.” The Magar man paused for a moment, then responded,
“Who is Jesus?”
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Frontier mission thrives when followers of Jesus ask big
questions, too. Who are the world’s least-reached peoples?
Where are they? What hopes and concerns do they have? How
can the Gospel be communicated to them in a contextualized
way? How is God inviting me to participate in sharing the Good
News of Jesus with those who have not yet heard it?
Invite God to ignite your curiosity about least-reached peoples
and your role in frontier mission. Do you want to learn more?
Ask us at info@frontierfellowship.com.

One of the definitions of the word radical is “very different from
the usual.” Nothing is more “different from the usual” than
the story of Christmas: the God of the universe came to save
humanity in the form of a vulnerable baby. Fully human and fully
God, born of a virgin.
“THE MOST RADICAL ACT: HE WHO WAS HIGHEST
BECAME THE LOWEST TO LOVE THE LOWLY. HE WAS
OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH. OUR MOST RADICAL ACT:
FOLLOW WHERE HE LEADS.” — FRONTIER VENTURES

Ephesians 5:1 instructs us to be imitators of God. The radical
nature of Jesus’s birth, life and death leads us to humbly,
boldly and extravagantly give our lives for the sake of
God’s work in the world. As we step out in faith, we can
trust that God will faithfully reconcile all things to Himself
through Jesus (Colossians 1:20), making a way for people
from every nation, tribe, people and language to know
Him. We are invited—compelled, even—to join God in this
Kingdom work, which is for all peoples. Radical, indeed!

JOIN OUR GLOBAL PARTNERS AS THEY
RADICALLY CARRY THE HOPE OF JESUS TO
THEIR COMMUNITIES THIS CHRISTMAS AT
FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/CHRISTMAS
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People worldwide are asking big questions: Who am I? What
is the purpose of life? Is God real? What happens when I die?
Many least-reached peoples, when hearing about Jesus, are
curious to know more. Questions open doors for conversation
and friendship. Frontier Fellowship’s global partners meet
regularly with inquiring people to dialogue about their questions
and share more about Jesus and the life He offers.

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and
live in love, as Christ loves us and gave himself up for us,
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” —Ephesians 5:1
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Cody didn’t know enough Nepali to answer the man’s question.
But he and the vision trip team he was leading were traveling
with indigenous partners who quickly stepped in and shared
the Good News of Jesus with the inquisitive Magar man.

RADICAL
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STORY
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” —Acts 1:8 (NLT)
Some stories become obsolete the more they are told. Have
you ever heard too many repetitions of the same old tale? Eyes
glaze over, ears tune out and, at some point, the punchline
loses all impact.
The Bible contains the greatest story ever told—the timeless
story of a God who loves the world so much that He sent
His only Son, Jesus, to rescue us and lead us back into the
community of His Kingdom. It is the story of Immanuel, the
God who is with us. This Good News continues to bring hope,
peace and joy to its hearers more than two millennia later.
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This is part of our calling as followers of Jesus: to make the
Good News known near and far, to all peoples everywhere, to
the ends of the earth!
Do you still revel in the power of the Gospel story as you once
did? Have familiar Bible passages become rote or mundane? Try
reading or listening to Luke 2:1-20 in another Bible translation.
Ask God to renew your passion for embracing and sharing the
Gospel story.

The Greeks had two words for time, chronos and kairos.
Chronos signifies the movement of time—a quantitative and
sequential unit, time that is measurable. Kairos is a unique and
rare moment—a qualitative, opportune space in time.
God is with us in the chronos: present and accompanying,
comforting and challenging us as we walk out our days. He
also breaks through the passing of time with particular kairos
moments of power, light and grace. In these moments, we
experience God’s presence in a deeper, more powerful way.
Frontier Fellowship’s global partners see God at work in both
chronos and kairos times. They experience the presence,
power and encouragement of God’s Spirit each day as they
faithfully love and serve least-reached communities. They also
report holy moments of God breaking through in a special way:
a heart suddenly opens to the Good News; a chance encounter
leads to an opportunity to share the Gospel; a dream awakens
someone to Christ’s love.
Where have you seen God at work in the chronos and kairos
times of your life? Thank God for His faithfulness. Carve out
some time each day, even set a daily alarm on your clock or
phone, to pray for least-reached peoples—that they would
recognize God’s work in their lives and choose to follow Jesus.
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“INDEED, THE WORD OF GOD IS LIVING AND ACTIVE...”
—HEBREWS 4:12

“‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God has
come near.’” —Mark 1:15a (NIV)
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Unlike some stories, the Gospel story becomes more powerful
and life-altering the more it is heard and shared.

TIME

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 18

FRIDAY
DECEMBER 17

20

27

DAY

22
SUNDAY
DECEMBER 19

UNREACHED
“And through your descendants all the nations of the
earth will be blessed—all because you have obeyed me.”
—Genesis 22:18 (NLT)
The prefix ‘un’ on a word signifies something is missing
or lacking. If someone is unable to do something, they lack
the ability to complete that task. The word unreached is no
different. Of the nearly 8 billion people alive today, more than
two billion have never heard of Jesus. They are unreached with
the Gospel.
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In this final week of Advent, join us in praying that unreached
peoples—around the corner and across the world—will
encounter the grace of God and become thriving expressions
of the Body of Christ in their unique contexts.
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These realities compel Frontier Fellowship to engage the world’s
unreached people groups, supporting efforts to establish local
churches that can proclaim the Good News of God’s Kingdom
to their communities and beyond.
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Historian Andrew Walls once pointed out that every culture that
receives Christ contributes to the ever-growing “comprehensive”
picture by which all peoples are learning to see Jesus. Meeting
followers of Jesus from other cultures gives us a glimpse of
the expanding mosaic of God’s Kingdom. Reaching unreached
peoples not only gives people access to the Gospel; it enables
Christ followers worldwide to learn and grow in faith from the
perspective and insight of other peoples.
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DAY

DAY
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VISION

“...we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be
seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot
be seen is eternal.” —2 Corinthians 4:18
Vision can be defined in a few ways: the faculty or state of being
able to see; an experience of seeing someone or something
in a dream; the ability to think about or plan the future with
imagination or wisdom. Each of these types of vision plays an
important role in frontier mission.
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Most often, least-reached peoples encounter Jesus through
the faithful, persistent witness of the global Church. Driven by
a strong vision for frontier mission, Christians worldwide are
following Jesus to the ends of the earth to make the Good
News of God’s Kingdom known. How is God calling you?
The resources on Page 39 offer opportunities to engage more
deeply with God’s mission to least-reached peoples around the
world. Using these or other resources, ask God to expand your
vision for the frontier.

We live in an era of global Christianity. The whole Church
today includes followers of Jesus on all continents and in
every country. Roughly two thirds of all Christians now live in
the non-Western global South. For mission, this means that
an increasing number of church leaders and cross-cultural
workers will come from Asia, Africa and Latin America.
To speak of the whole Gospel is to realize the Good News
comes from the entire Bible and not simply a portion of it. From
beginning to end, Scripture tells the story of God’s desire and
plan to redeem and restore His creation.
The whole world, nearly 7.8 billion people, is a mosaic of
languages and ethnic groups. In Genesis, God promised that
all peoples on earth would be blessed through Abraham. In the
fullness of time, God sent Jesus as Immanuel to be with us. He
is the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 14:5-7), leading us into
restored relationship with God as we await the full expression
of His coming Kingdom—where every nation, tribe, people and
language will gather together in worship (Revelation 7:9-10).
Look at a map and consider the rich breadth and depth of the
body of Christ in places like South America, the Middle East,
Africa and Asia. How might God be calling you to participate
with the global Church in taking the whole Gospel to the whole
world in the coming year?
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Other times, least-reached peoples first meet Jesus in a dream
or vision. A Muslim man in the Middle East was approached
in a dream by a man in white beckoning him to follow. The
man reached out to one of our partners to inquire about the
meaning of this vision, and our partner had the opportunity to
share more with him about Jesus.

The Lausanne Covenant, a historic mission document crafted
by John Stott in 1974, includes the phrase “evangelization
requires the whole church to take the whole gospel to the
whole world.” All Christ-followers play a crucial role in bringing
the Gospel to every man, woman and child worldwide.
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Least-reached peoples sometimes encounter Jesus for the
first time through acts of healing power. Frontier Fellowship’s
partners in Asia report that some blind people have received
physical sight when they’ve prayed for healing in Jesus’s name.

WHOLE

TUESDAY
DECEMBER 21

MONDAY
DECEMBER 20

23

31

DAY

DAY

26
XENOS

YES
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The Greek word xenos in Matthew 25:35 translates to stranger.
In this passage, Jesus describes to His followers one of the
markers of true discipleship: generosity and compassion
toward people on the margins of society—the incarcerated, the
poor and the stranger.

The incarnation of Jesus is God’s Yes to the world—a bold,
magnificent statement that God is among us; the Messiah has
come. As broken and sinful people, we so desperately need
a savior and redeemer: one who heals us, saves us, calls us,
equips us and invites us into God’s Kingdom work in the world.
God’s Yes demonstrates His desire to be in relationship with
each and every one of us, the people He created.

The United Nations estimates that international migrants
numbered around 272 million globally in 2019, people who left
their usual country of residence to live in a nation not their own.
Strangers can be found virtually everywhere. This provides
followers of Jesus the opportunity and joy of Kingdom living
right where we are—to love and serve the strangers in our
midst just as we would love and serve Jesus.

Michelangelo painted a powerful work on the ceiling of the
Sistine Chapel in Rome called “The Creation of Adam.” God,
in all His majesty, created Adam in His image and is reaching
out to him with energy and life-giving power. If you look closely,
you can see a small space between God’s finger and Adam’s
hand. That space contains God’s invitation to relationship and
belonging. How will Adam respond?

Read Isaiah 58:6-12 and Matthew 25:34-40. Who is the
stranger in your world? Is it your neighbor down the street, a
woman in a burka at the mall, a migrant worker in your town,
people you read about in the news who are suffering from war?
Pray for each of them and ask God to show you how you might
welcome these strangers to become friends instead.

As we approach Christ’s birth this Christmas—God’s Yes to
us—how might you boldly respond with your own Yes and
Amen to Jesus? How might you proclaim God’s promises
through Christ—God’s Yes—to others?

EXPLORE TOOLS TO HELP GUIDE YOUR
PRAYERS FOR THE FRONTIER AT
FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/PRAY

Pray for the more than two billion people on earth today still
waiting to hear the Good News of Jesus. Pray that “the word
of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified everywhere” (2
Thessalonians 3:1) and that those who hear the Good News
would eagerly respond and follow Jesus.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL

32

“For in him every one of God’s promises is a ‘Yes.’ For this
reason it is through him that we say the ‘Amen,’ to the glory
of God.” —2 Corinthians 1:20
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“...for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.” —Matthew 25:35-36

THURSDAY
DECEMBER 23

WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 22

25

33

DAY

27
FRIDAY
DECEMBER 24

ZEAL
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” —Isaiah 9:6-7
This ancient prophecy heralds the coming of the Messiah and
His Kingdom of endless peace. Look around the world today.
Where is this Kingdom? Is it even possible?
Scripture states that God’s zeal will bring Isaiah’s prophecy to
fulfillment. Zeal is defined as “eagerness and ardent interest
in pursuit of something.” It describes God’s deep desire and
commitment to rescue, redeem and restore His creation.
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Read Romans 12:11. Reflect on your passions and strengths.
Ask God to show you how to use those gifts in service to His
Kingdom work among the world’s least-reached peoples.
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In this in-between time, God invites us to participate in His
Kingdom work as we engage the world. Will you join your zeal
with His, that all peoples everywhere would soon know and
follow Jesus?
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Advent reminds us that we live in the already and the not yet.
Christ has come as Immanuel, God with us. His Kingdom is
near; it is among us. Yet we still await its full completion when
Jesus returns to set all things right, once and for all.
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DAY

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 25

28
CHRISTMAS DAY
Our Savior has come! Christmas is here! Author and theologian
Howard Thurman, in his poem “The Work of Christmas,”
describes the ongoing work of Christmas—not just one day of
celebration, but the ongoing mission of Christ:
“When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among others,
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

THE POEM “THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS” IS FROM HOWARD THURMAN’S
THE MOOD OF CHRISTMAS AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS AND IS USED BY
PERMISSION OF FRIENDS UNITED PRESS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
TO PURCHASE THIS BOOK, VISIT BOOKSTORE.FRIENDSUNITEDMEETING.ORG
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May these words encourage and inspire you in the next steps
of your frontier mission engagement, that one day soon every
nation, tribe, people and language will be gathered into the
community of God’s Kingdom together.
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To make music in the heart.”
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ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

PRAY FOR THE FRONTIER
ACCESS OUR PRAYER GUIDES AND SIGN
UP FOR OUR MONTHLY PRAYER EMAIL
AT FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/PRAY

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE FRONTIER
DOWNLOAD OUR RECOMMENDED
READING LISTS AND LEARN MORE
AT FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/TOOLS
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SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY + PARTNERS
HELP US SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF
JESUS WITH LEAST-REACHED PEOPLES
AT FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM/GIVE
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7132 PORTLAND AVENUE SUITE 136 | RICHFIELD, MN 55423-3264
FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM | INFO@FRONTIERFELLOWSHIP.COM | 612.869.0062

FOR EVERY PEOPLE, AN INDIGENOUS CHURCH
FOR EVERY CHURCH, A MISSION VISION

